
16 CANADIAN HOME JOURNAL

THE tird annual conférence of the
National Council cf Women of Can-
adawias held in Montreal duiring tle
week beginning the i i th of May.

That it was a conference exceptionally
successful in îvork and results, and tlh.t thie
uplifting influence of it, not merely upon UIl
stalus of Canadian worannhiood, but UPOfi
Canadian national life at large, may not be
mneasured,-none wlio lid the privilege of
being preselît ivill gainsay.

To those who have watched the growth of
the moveme- t from its inception, tlîree years
ago, to the present time; wîho have seenl
somnething of the strugglcs it lias undergone
-in misconception îvitlîout and friction
within-the recent Montreal conference re-
vealed one clear fact,-that thîe testing time
lias passed, that the way of the National
Council is liencefortlî assured, and tlîat,
wvlatever cliangé-s in thîe personnel or con-
duict of thîe Council niay corne, the organisa-
tion ivill endure.

More than this,-year by year, by internaI
dev-2lopinent, larger outreachîing, and broad-
eninig ideals, it %vill iticrease in vigour until
it becoies one of thie most potent influences
ini thîe national developmient of our country.

It îvould be impossible, witliin thîe confines
af tlîis clepartmnei, to atternpt any detailed
report of the proceedings and the work ac-
complished at thie recent conference. The
officiaI business transucted for thîe furtlîe;
perfecting of the organisation ivas in itself
îvartliy ci record ; white thie papcers read and
debated should have full public reproduction,
that tlîey might be read by flot merely every
Canadian ivornan, but every mati also.

We hope tliat during each monUh (ai thie
eîisuing year thîis department of thîe CAN-
ADIAN 1-omîE JOURNAL, îvhicli ivill liencefortîî
be under thle complete controî ofthie National
Countcil, nmay flnd space for reproduction of
many of thîe papers.

A feature of tiiese papers; or addresses ivas
thîe arnousit of knowledge shown by thie
ivriter or speaker. WTVlietlier on te question
of ' Womnan Immigration,' of ' Asscý:iated
Chiarities,' of « MNedical Aid in ic North-
wvest,' of 'Manisal Tratirinig.' of ' The Fstab-
lis iment of Public Baths,' af « Woiiien in
Aletics,'-of nîa-ly otliar topics demanding
îivestigatioa and teclinical knoîvledge of the
subject7,-the speakers miglît almost be
conbidered specialists, each Iaving given
timie and study ta lier spé.cial subject for
niany years. Time vas, wlien wve allotted such
discussions to men aIe le , ycî îvho should
knoîv and grasp tiiese thi ngs which -o cleseîy
affect îvomanîiood andi the îiîc.m lueé letter
tlîan tlc keepers of the home ?

Thie coîîduct of thc coniference tiroughouit
boLre sonie remi.irkable fçatuircs to those whIo
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have hitlîerto considered such gatlîerings the
special province of meni :-in thîe knoîvledge
of officiaI procedture and the conduct of busi-
ness according ta the recogaîised rules tliaf
governl public assemblies; in the absence of
undue sentiment, and thc niarked prevalence
of practicalities ; and yet again in the strong
current 0Ç earnestriess that uîiderlay the dis-
cussion of topics tou.lîing closeîy uipon the
purity, protection, and liolier keeping of
wvomanliood and cliildhood.

There %vere seasons during tiose busy
sessional days wiîen official business ivas
discussed ini matter-of-f.ict manner, yet wîith
admirable skUll. Tliere %ver- hours îvhen
liglîter mood prevailed, anîd by reason of
some happy topical diszussion the laughter
carne. And thiere wvere times wlien thic dec-
tric current of a passiouiate earîiestness
solemnised tia*t gath ering of representative
îvunen-flushing tlîem tiot into sentiment-
ality, but into a renewul af solen.-î plirpose.

To say tlîat this or anly conferen.ce of
wonien is educative is tu say a littir. thing.
Every conference Nvorthy "the name ànastbe
,his, - « bearing' thouglit « togetîier' and
thien carrying it out inita the world. But the
National Cotuncil of WTomcn iseducatitîgnot
onW its niembers, but thîe great outside
public, wvlo year by year are coming ta better
understand its purpose and îvork.

Thîis is miade palpable by thte requests from
outside organisations forwarded ta the secre-
tary during the past year and read by lier at
thîe recent conference : From the Dominion
Tradtes and Labour Cotitcil expressing syni-
pathiy and appointing a delegzate ta attend
thne confére-ice ; fram thie Prison Reform
Ass-.,ciation asking for symtpathiy; fromn the
promnoters of the scheme of Consumptive
Sanatoriumîs requesting support, and from
tie Hiaoric Exhibition Committee, îvith like
petition.

Sucli letters and petitions show îlîat thie
outside îvarld is beginning ta realise the
poiver of thie National Couincil not iiîerely in
influence., but in investigationi and in sectiring
pr.ictica*b' restilts.

For we must alvais iememnber,-and be-
cause af.-liiitnderst;antditigs of Ille purpose of
the Couneil that stili exist, ive cannot repeat
it tac' aiten,- tiat tlle National Counicil ai
Wonmen is flot a propogatîda, but rather ail
affiliation af aIl hîcîplul propagandas, - a
colincil representative of Canadiani v'amen's
societies; an organisation of organisations,
%vitli its representative Executive and its an-
nual parlianient îvhicli is equally representa-
tive. * *

Wlia a powver lies ini tîîat word 'repre-
seîîtative.'

The reahisation afi h caile as we sat day
by day ini thte recelt couiference. ISacli one

of tiiese wvoien spoke %lot for herself, but
for a body of wvomen, wvlo, dlown by the At-
lanîtic, out on the prairies, in tie busy cen-
tral cities, or beyond the great Rockies, wvere
wvorking together to uplift humanity,-by
eduscation, by benevolence, by culture, men-
tal or physical, or by gentle ministcrit g.

Eacli paper read wvas the tlîought of niany
women, each i'oice that spake, that voted its
t'lay' or laye,' wvas the voice of many
wvomcn ; anci in this assemblage of delegates
rang the sentiment qtnd thought of a large
proportion of Canadianl womanhood from
ocean to ocean.

A conférence oz organisations of like pur-
pose is good ; but sucli a conférence as this
is inflnitely better in its stimulating friction
and consequent broadening.

It is given unto the buman mind, espe-
cially? thie mind of the social reformer, to
believe that his or lier shibboleth is the only
correct and effectuaI passvord into the higlier
life. XVe narrov, dlown even iii our upliftings.

But in such a gathering as this National
Council we are brc.uglit to see that trutli is
prisnîatic, fla.shing in niany colours, yet
alwvays producing light.

The geinte litile lady wvbo lias devoted
lierself to the labour problem, and wvho be-
lieves that in Uhc solution of this alone lies
thie race reg<eneration, xweets one who bas
îvorked h,-'rt and sout tc, securing wornan's
suffrage under like belief. The lovely lady
of clîaritics meets the earnest champion of
prohibitiot: ; tie young ivoman doctor, wvlo
is assured that the regeneration of the race
depends upon its diet, cornes in touch wvith
one wvlo believes that only the dissemin-
ation of.- good literature can accomplislî
this, or aitother wlîo lias devoted aIl lier
powers to educating the people by art or
music ; îvhile the homekeeper and the King's
Daughter move among aIl these,-each lîold-
ing tlle tliought that tlîeir îvay is the first
and most effective for human uipliftiî g-but
discovering that it is nç.,t thie only w2.y.

Canadian women needed this Council,
and, becatise it is a need îvhich every year
niakes more clearl3 recognisant, it siaIll
endure.*

One of the revelations of the Council-and
not thîe least-was thte number of really
.clever, briglît and sensible women wlîoz at-
tended and took part in tie discussions.

'.s the iveck advanced, and tuie represen-
tat-ve menibers began ta, ]ose tlîeir first
restraint and feel more at home, the discus-
sions iîîcreased markedly in interest ; flot
only ivas thîe knovwledge shoîvn about various
iopics remarkable, but the common sense,
the practical view, tlic dispassion and nioder-
ation, together with the bîiglît business
tone prevaleni., gave those %vho liearkened
anl enlarged conception of tic ability of Cana-
dian women.

Wlîen one considers tli.-t, as a wvlole, our
wvomen liave flot been accusromed to taking
part in public gatlierings, this is the more
remarkable. Xind wvhite tlîere is no doubt
tlîat much af the success of this conférence,-
as of ail thie îvork of the National Council,-
is due to tlhe skilt'uI, broad, yet gentle
guidance of its president, the Countess of
Aberdeen, and Ic executive work of its
indlefatigable secretary, Mrs. Willoughby
Cumimirgs ;-yet tliere remains thîe acknow-
ledgnîlent that thiese ladies ivere but guiding
ri vonderfully briglît gathering of women
nîany af %liorn %vere hardly aware of their
oîvn power in tlîis direction.

Canadiai ivomen, in thîe ycars to corne,
will reacli a liigher ind m"ore solid standing
than tlîat of di.cîr American sisters, in
orgaisied îvork ; -.nce, %vhen 'lhe intolerance


