
'THE 11EROES OF1 TI11 C0VB\rNANT.

THE HEROES 0F THE COVENANT.

13Y FULTO'N SMLTIL.
'«IFrettsl tu %voisllp Gotl."

0N a hrîghit iori iii Mareh, 16J38, thero assenlibicti lu
the Greyfriars Çhnt£rue, Edinburgh, a limiterons Comnpany

of eiret pions moun ami wotznen. Lt was a dlay nievcr t4) 1)0
fu.rgo)ttcfl. Mcin, Iiayledand bent wvitth age, trittlted

àln a weary tile fitsn their houles aniong thu glens andi
toils uf thicir native landi to hoc present at titis imiprtant

Tahrig he highwaviys Icading fromn the surrotintliig
d mtrîcts Lu tho netropna mcro throngct i stti cager crowtbt
of oli anti yotung. %Vhat conti it bo that so stirreti the

hcaritt of theso ment anti %voiînei, nsadu thicir conversation s0
nîisuiiattd, andi causpti tears to flou, dowîs nsany a furrowed

ceheek, while tlh- Colinltenassees of tho yossnig beamned %wmth ni
callis, cimerfuil look of bitoyaîst Isope ? 'The timnu was ripe for
tie Seuttiàl nmationi to maako a elear andi open confessions of

faitîs. Weil i nay the agcd mnouris fur tho days -%vsems tisey
ciniti wnrship) tiseir Guti in pence, licote daring to inake tmeui

afraid! The young inusit now tieclare tlisemuscives ipon tho
bile of Go.5pel, truth, andi liberty. I'resbyterian ivorshiip,
tho wvorsli'p (f their forefathes, was ii daunger of being under-

> iicid, andt linaily swept away befure thie dreati flood of
1>îry iag Chmarles 1. %vished to cuforce bis own foris of

-trsismp 1sspolt tie pseople ; lie resolveti to introduce inito the,
tScottistihesr'sicc samne tentures wltti wvere only too closely
i alii tu Roman <Jatitolicissîs. Mis courtiers aime hati slsows
,sigass reccentiy of adîserence to the Romish Chnrchi, anti it

týleiked( ont tat tise King isîsseif, whien in liusti, hai
Isti-rit fcalty to tho Pope o! Romu. A century iati scarco

ýpasstt away sinco Johnt Knox liat lifted tmp lus voice anti
ýttstniiîly iauinst Papal aggre.slin, anti hat imcccedcd ii
~pîlling tiown the inonasteries seatterei tmp an dowsî the
conntry. The entlisiasin o! the first Referination is'aq, how-
i.vcr, soinewlmat abated, but the wveapons of Roule Nwere only
being whe ttcs the keenier during the luil, anti tho operations
of presteraf t weic e ing direeteti in a new channel. 'ihroughi

Turitisali2ssu of prelaey wsas tIse foc abord, te anake a fresh andi
foridable attaek upoit. tho simple fortu of Preshyterins wor-
'ij>. Ili crery succeeding age bias it been su, the tactics
f tVia~sie power of tho Vatican tlevising saine subtier

e.iseuse to acconîiplisit. the ov'erthrow of (3hristendom.
Th'is, then,) w.a the occasion anti ncessity of the first
atiloi covenant of Soothsnd, froain tise subseription of isiieh
rose te miane Govenaid.ers. It was origissaily drawn up by
nie John Crtic of Edinburgis ini 1557, but was renewed, with
nl tîdjhjîn.i )iy Archibalti ,ohnsten, afterwards Lord Mrarris-
Iin 1s6i3S. The chu.rch anti ehurchyard of Greyfriars was

eniscly lîlle1 wsith the «"gravest, wisest, and host o! Scotland's
ions sons andi daugisters," met togetiser te deelare their

leineto Ced and.to unsuiutain the lsurity of bis wvorslsip.
hoe mleeting \vs consituteti by Alexander lenierson), e

ftise nnisLers of EdiînhtirgbI, iii a prayer of wonderfnl
rniestuess, ptathos, and subliiinity of toile. ite grecat roll o!
relînnent was then unfoldeti by Sir Archiliald Johnstoni, whvlo

*au te0 rend the covenant alonti in a elear antd sonorous voice.
he reii *ons awe which pers'aded that vast conceuirse %%vas as
eaehi une feit they were alune in the presence of the
ajesty of ieaven. The text o! the covenant wvas as
llowa :

" Ve, perceiving heow Satan, in bis nenhers, the anti-
rists of our tina, crnelly tloth rage, seeking to downthrow
ti destray tise evangel of Christ anti Bis congregation,
ht, accordiu,,,ly te oir bounden dnty, to strive ius our
ter'. cause, eveas uto the deatb, beîng certain of tise

tory in Hinii-the which, osîr duty being, -%eIl conizsideroti,
(Io proise before tise Majesty of God ati', 1lucogrga
n.T 'hat wVe, by lis grace, shall, witls ail diligence, Cois-
ualiy apply our iwhelo potver, substance, andti r very hives,
iuaintain, set for vard, andi establishi the snest blesseti Wordi
Guti anti His congregation, anti shall labour at unr pessi-
itY tu liave faithfnl miniisters, purely anti truly tu mninister
rist's evangel and sacraments tu i-lis people. \Vo shall
intain them, isourisi themu, anti defenti thetin, the whlolc

greg9atien' of Christ, anti every memiber thereuf, at ur
oie powers and wairing [expecndisugi of our lives against

a anti ail 'wioked, power tisat dloes intenti tyranny anti
ublo againt the aferesaiti congregation. Unto the ývhicoh

latîly wert'm ani c'suglcg.ttoii wve (la j..inl su', an1lti at do0
renoisc andi forsuske thu enigregustiont of waa, itha ail millier.
stitionis, abomninations, antitl olati y tiîei'caf. .111l, moovr
shusîl decelare our8elves iiitfea4tlN ciie-iihr.s tlier(tti 1-Y t44u ur
faitluftul prtaniae befote (1t)d, tLestilieil to iseoî'*îgresticin, Ihy Our
SIsb2eaip)tioss nt theSo p)re.4entul. (1oti caileal to vts .'

After the tloe'unent %,vas tentd, noua seeici aissd to
break is upln te eoleastin, sacreui stiiiiittas. wliii I irevîiletl
ov'er tîto assembsilage, na if cadli tliilit Liii, ther ii .- w orthy
to saibseribe tise iirst nailse îpous tiha eaureti bomîiti, -At legtui
anu agei mtnhieimnai, tihe vvitale Etrl af :ýtîsLlass. aut
foiwarti siowiy asti reveremttialiyv, imui Nitis tiîr.mjbiig lîeart

loti. Ail heaitatin ils a mn'nts aldit aiau'il, ai staitit alter
amante sas atd tu to het instrumsenît. AlLer ail wîti tie
elîssrci isai si'glie, it was takeus ta) tho Llutial( t, anîd "purend
omît oas . a vel gravcfstona ta> Ç»btaisa tise ut-~i.î no thsu
assombtheti miultitsude. lere tIse .3etio bveammie, if possible,
stili aro istprcssîve. TVie intenise Ctnotussid tifl assassy i)evt7aa
irrupressibie. souteo wept absist ; souteo lAst~ iit,, a siotist of
exutltations soîsse, .îftt.r tîsis iauttes, alîltheo wî'rds (li
dettth ; ami, soine, opesiitg a vin, stîhacriieai mUsh tisesr owss
tvarsas blooti. As tiesp-i' co beenasse tilhdu, Llîy wvroLo tîsuir
naisses iii a coistiacteti ftortsu, liîsiÎtssg thisess ét litât to tise
insitial letteru', tili nut a spot restîssui. jas N Iissu atiter lat tto
cOussît ho ilssersbed.")

I'Tis teagtitmusiiy, sa iitlascitially bîgmsî.d, tihsstis etitt
itearts of tise people and ti îuelînretl thiiea tL> face tiu Lalailsstossa
Limntes whlsi asited tiemo. The bisa b.ssîtur uft Lie Coventant,
tisis ssobiy umfurleti w.ss, las !sot dtitasdi to bu
tira .getlwi-ui' t; tie grosissi austi bu In1d a tIse 11loo(l
o! its tiefesîders. flic sstoîsursssii. -1cseviltus whjiî
ainsoost itmntiately foilow etl uspon tis dIe laratuîi o! civil asît
religions liberty is cite o! tise satdet sar'is as lssssssiiati
lsistory. Trhe Covessasters w cie driven to tAke sp amis t
seif-defeisce.

The nseinorable Assossbly iii Giasow, whicli muet iii M\ay,
16:3S, presitIeti over b)y Alexanider llcssdfersost, auii Iss w'iili
tise RUoyal Consuiasiosser lissae a forcsiule attossipi. tu i>ruest
te frec actions o! -iLs iaseibau.ï to atauliai pi elacy M Sieutlandt,

brouglst muatters tu a crisis. 'flu Raasg diueiigi lias aiitiîortty
asd iti iisisty assaileti ttrosu.-Is tise resiattasuce, Limita of!e:-et to
lus oomsssiasioîtes, at once deaâpatueisel a bily ('f itolduers Lu
esiforce sssbmission to luis couasusaau'is. Ltl ittl last l.t

tiik o! tIse rt.sîslts whioli wouslti fulluwv tisat eveîstfal. tay
suassle ttvelve mnstis before, Nlisciî a1lopte e liesr i1:00l at the
heati of tise Deans o! Eduaubuiglu, a lic mua'l tlsa irayara 515 St.
Giles's, anti dareti his " tm say mnus at lier 1ag. J t vas tise
spark wlsich lightcsl aiiev tise Lorcis o! tisa Relormusatioau. Tise
iunsifesto, whieh tise pLopue nsîblt cromIrs ta, sitzs, anil

tise oîstbreaki o! Glasgowv Assemibly, were haut tise nastisral
seqîsonco te the disttirbaasce m, Isîc.s tisai zeaîlîais wun au isus-
oeremoniuusiy inaisgurusted.

The rigis anti liberties whliclî tis., tisi'rfîles ~tra
anti ducal for, arc tlîc rigits andt lihetiai -tv. -isj'oy at titis

peetheur. While tis iiigiity umue iis ruli. musas tiiomgl t
asui lp'ractic3 wlioli aire oecîis'îilsg ils tieo tiava, iLt hsome alit

abroati, atitlu electric.lîkze rapiduity, i issay bi' waeil ta Lstand
by te look bauk on the lsistosyv o! religiuasi î'ogi ess and beu
if noue of tise anciesut landasiiarka-u, su uioblv tceaisiIytis
devoteti msei, are hei-ng reusoveti. JE Jolict Kasx asai luis
follewers appreiendeti danier f rtm Jesui tal isscels 1snationus,
there is sureiy cauise essougis for oui beiisg tuas thewatlttsr
o! a pure !aitli andt woralip to dufesit ait,,i uualtsaa tise desîr-
boughit privileguà beipseatîset b)y oui aneestma.

ts rHIuRavY.-IVisat is life, if we are coniualy jus a
lsurry? A fearfîsi proportionu o! mn kill tîsemacîves wlsile
pasrsung the hnbblo o! weaitu. Th is rash anid worry day
aftor tiay, this restless anxuety a! ter soiaethisg yon huava nuL
got, is like pebble-stoncs in maciuuery ; they grate andt gainaI
tise iife ont o! yen. Yon have aselesa burdens throw thisaîs
off. Yosî have a great deal o! nieesilesa care tlirô%% it oh'.
Pull in the strings. CDmpact 3our bussiness. Take Liane f'ss-
thousgit o! botter Lîsings. (ju ont justo thse air anud lut (hosl'.q
sun sisine dewn on yossr lisad. Stop) thinkisg of bussatets andst
profit. Stop gîuunbliasg ai adverse prov'idensces. Vota will
probably nover sec muols botter imies tistan these in tItis
tinemeti world. Yonr muait opportune seasoa s t% ;s your
hiappiest day is Lu-day. Calanly do your disty, andt lut Goti
take care of bis owa world.


