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Spirit have been checked, and ever after
exhi bited a stunted growth. No action
of pastor or church can set aside the law
of the Spirit as no longer binding on in-
dividuals. The fact that churches group
individuals in their dealings with thein
,does by no means unite'them into groups
for combined action. fience, it, follows
that, even in such cases, concerted action
is not necessarily the outcome of wallc-
ing in the Spirit. Therefore, it xnay
happen, and doubtless olten wvi1l happen,
that one wvi1l act, under these circuru-
stances, after one pattern and another
alter another.

But should they -.ho walký iu the
Spirit, under the- most agfgravating cir-
cumstanees, combine after some, human
thouglht, wvhere each eue would net be
indepeudenfly led of God Himself, then
ms ould the elemnents of anether sect
appear, and the further history of the
conflict would be that of two sects con-
tending oi! Precisely the samne plane of
action. That, this may be the histery oz'
sections of this movement is aixiongst not
only the possibilities but even the proba-
bilities, that the whole moveixient moight
have such a finale is as possible as that
it mîght cease to be bhe movement which
it now is, but no more possible than
that.

Now, the conclusion of the whole mat-
ter is an illustration of apostolic lan-
guage, "Ail things are yours ; whebher
Paut, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the wvorld,
or life, or death, or things present, or
bhings to corne; ail are yeurs; and ye are
Christ's; and Christ is God's." For this
language iniplies a condition, viz.: that
we can only dlaim real possession of ail
our surroundings wheu we have the re-
lationship to Christ that Rie exhibited
towards the F'ather when in this wvorld.
Hie always did the will of His Father.
So we, if like Christ in our individual
walk iu btie Spirit, appropriate ail our
surroundings, whatever be their charac-
ter, as an herîtage of blessiug, and there
,eau be no mtut~ antagonisms, whatever
may bg the attitude of pastor or church
members. But he who ceases thus te
imitabe Christ immediately rnay become
oue of the parties in a quarrel, whose
end must he bitterness of seul and %vide-
Èipread disaster.

BEARING THE CROSS.

There is such confusion of thougYht
conuected wvith this subjeet, that we
readily comply with the requcat of a cor-
respondent te write, somewhat lengthily
upon it.

Fior the sake of clearness we ivill men-
tion, first, the Scriptural ideas counected
with the words, as we apprehiend them,
and thon the unscriptural notions %vhich
clamer for incorporation with bhem, thus
making the confusion alluded te.

Bearing the cross, as discoursed about
in the New Testament, is a very serieus
.mabter, indeed, much more serious than
the gYeneral ideas which prevail cencern-
ing it would irnply. Jesus, on niany
occasions referred te the subject, and
always made His 111 e and sufferings an
example of wvhat it meant. And be it
remarked, fie neyer referred te a bime
wvheu His cross would lose its trubhful-
ness as a description of the pains and
penalties conuected with His service.
Therefore, we maintain that it is still
planted at the entrance of the narrow
way,_ and abeve lb, lu fiaming letters, is
read, "'No cross9, no crown.' Crucified te
the world stili means antagonized bit-
berly by every worldly tendency, both
in Church and State, yen, and in family
and frieudship circles.

Dees not the pulpit and the religieus
press charge the Church with worldlî-
ness ? and does net the laity fling back
the char,-e upen the pulpit? Then be
assured t.iat every particle of that spirit,
of the world in pulpit and pew will be a
crucifying spirit against him, who wva1ks
in the footsteps of his crucified Master.

Taking up the cross and following
Jesus is net like taking a header into
the chill waters of a lake, wvith the under-
st~anding that after the first plunge the
chilliness will be a thing of the past, for,
as Christ said, the cross is te be taken
up dcdly. Hence it is evident that the
crucifying spirit is an ever-existent eue,
and ceases net te drive its torture-pro-
ducing nails while life lasts;, nay, de-
Iights te pi'unge its .3pear inte the body
after the vital spark hasled.

What we iuiean by aIl this in plain,
prosaic language is, that he who accepta
Chri.it as bis *L'aviour, and walks in is
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