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POLLY S SWEEPING.

WiiiLE mother was aweoping
Hor cottsge ono day,

She heard litble Polly
So plaintively say

E—

‘“Mo's tiod up my halr
Wiv' a hood like ‘0o,
Ob, p'ease les mo u'ecp
Wiv' & broom—Oh, do.”

So mother les Polly

A$ house-cleaning try ;
Bu#t sad $orelate,

It all ended in cry.

For Polly found ous
That the broom wouldn's go.
For why? I was stronger
Than Polly, you kaow.
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BWHAT DOES UNSELFISH MEAN 1

THREE little children were sitting in the
room, one evening, while their mother was
busy ironing—Johnny, Fred, and Louise
Jobony was nine years old, and he read
nloud %o his Jittle brother and sister.
Whenever they came $0 any hard word
thay tbey conld nod understand their
roother would #ell $hem what it means

Louise held up her hand for adteniion.
I'd like %o bave mobher #ell us what ‘un-
selfish’ means. Maybe I know, but I
want her $0 %eil it her way,” eaid the
child,

“T will illustras i¥ by a little story
when Johnmy is through resding, and I
have done ironing,” said their mother.

Then, after the spsce of an heur, she
told this shory:

*“Oncs vpin a time shers wers thres lit-
tle children, and $heir mother #old them
-hat sbe would give each one & penny for
~very eix epgs he brought into the house.
The oldesy child brought in six or eight

THE SUNBEAM.

oggs a day, but the younger cnes couldn's
find any. The nests were all low down in
quies places, easily reached.

“The eldest of the three litdle ones
thought of a plan shaé plessed him ex-
ceedingly, and he pubi# into execution.

*He would peep Into the other nests
slyly, and if dhere were no eggs in $hem he
would $ake $hose ous of hia nests and pub
them in theirs, and leé his litble brodher
and sister $hink thoy had been lald there.

* That is what one calls an unselfish ach,
He was glad to give up his own pleasure
o0 msake hislittle brothers and sister happy,
though I believe his delight was greater
than theira. You should all seek to be
unselfish—study the comfors and happi-
ness of others before yourfown. If there
is anybhing good or enjoyable, try and help
someone elee to ged it. Never fear but you
will be happy enough. An unselfish por-
son is rarely unhappy.

Just here s$he mother's eye fell upon
Johnny. Little fellow | he was appearing
uuspsakably full of scms kind of emotion.
His hands wers thrust down into his
pockets, and he looked right {nto the grate,
Jjuss as though he thought the red blazss
were something wonderfully new and
beautiful His face was red #00, bus then
the reflection of the glowing fire might
have made that. He twished his head
round unesasily when his moiher’s eye fell
upon him.

“That boy in the story was our blessed
litkle brokher Johnny, wasn's ib, mother?

o { S8y, wasa'h ib, Fred? Say, all of you.|8

Ch! ch! I thoughéi my hen pitied me,
aud laid lote of eggs just %o pleass me, and
there i} was our Johnny all the &ime!”
And Louise flew #o the lildle hero, and
pulled his head abous, and hugged him,
and kissed him, and there he sa$ looking
just a5 ashamed as though he had stolen
som:body‘s hens’ eggs, and been caught
abi

*Oh, who #old you thay, ma ?” said ke,
looking down, modesily. “I didn’s wans
‘em to know if ever——"

“Oh, maybe a little bird sang it $o me,”
said the glad mother, laughing.

“Nobody can do anything that our
mother won's find oud,” sald Fred, laying
his hand on Johnny's shonlder.

“Now we know what unselfish means,
don's we 2" said Louise, “and I mean $o
iry and be jush as unselfish as ever I can.”
Ard bere she flow ay her lithle brother
Jobnny, and began fazzing up his hair and
patting his cheeke, and all the while proud
of she ehy, kind brether, who had sed
such a swaeh example of unselfishness be-
fore them.

MASTER BRIGHT-FACE.

THAT'S what everybody called him,
alibough, of course, it was nod his name.
His real nawe was Philip Augusius Grey.
But his every-dasy name was Master
Bright-face

_He always was smiling. I never saw
bim frown or pout, like some children do.

Oate somebody asked bim why his face

was alwayy so bright, just like ihegE
shine? “Don’s know,” he answered,
loss it's ‘cause I love the sunshins song
I get up in the morning, as soon ay Y8
light, $o waich the sun rise, and wh §
goos %o bed I go 00.”

There was more in his answer, paj
than he knew, for the old adage, * By
bed, and early 4o rise, makes a man hy
and wealthy and wise” is drue. § 3§
makes bright faces and cheerful tem;

FILLED WITH LIGHT.

A WISE man in $he East had two i
%0 each of whom he gave, one nig »
sum of money, and said :

“Whsb I have given you is very
yeb with it you musé tuy at once:

]
vy

thing shaé wounld fill $his dark room' - 1

One of $hem purchased a large qus
of hay, and, cramming 1§ indo dhe: - ]
sald: L)

« Sir, I have filled $he room.” e
“Yeos,” said the wise man, “and;--¢
gloom.” !
Then the other, with scarcely a ib: 4! :

the money, bought & candle, and, ligni’'s
i4, said: {

“8ir, I have filled the hall” =

“Yes,"” sald the wise man, “andiué
lighd. Such are the ways of wisdom s ¢
seeks good means $o good ends.” ¢l

This $eacher cerfainly had a drol
of instrucling his pupils, bub 1§ was ¢
ood way. Thoy learned that it wivld (
shing fo £il], and another thing #o filae, o
perly. One of $hem knew this beforar-
other seemed nob %0 know it—he mgn
gimpleton. [There are many such & ™
world. oy 2

WORE AWAY. ;X

Jix was a poor Iliile newsboy.d—P.
wanbed 0 buy a cake for his litsle.
becauss it was her birthday. Bai
sold all his papers, he would no$ har ‘21
money to spare; his mother needed: 52
she was poor. e

“ 1 wish I conld ralse three cents ¢ - i
he said $o Will, bis listle comrade. %

“ Work away, then,” answered Willon.
ran off crying his papers. k!

“Jim ran off shouting his also. B Zwee.
8 good many of t$hem ; and when bvd... ¥
tired, Will's words, " Work away,” «Waed.
come #o him, and he would go on sgoh. 8.

I$ was beginning %o grow dark wt7Awr.
wend indo a horse-car. All tke pecpva2(
id had papers or shook $heir heads 1P
excepd one young lady. She lookeduxd)
little boy and bonght a paper of hisSat. ]

-,

cosbone cent. She handed him a fine.8. ¢
piece. Jimwasgoing to give her thesSum
when she smiled at him and said: » 1
“*The rest is for you.” i
Thin he ran to buy the little t &
cake for hig sister. Kitty gave hizWher
of ik and as they were cating it, bsuy.w
“I wish that lady knew.” ay ¥
And then he thought how glad hadds
thas be had “worked aw.y ' i

ke
giving up. o W‘;‘:




