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IMMERSION.

In shunning onc extreme, we are wont to run into the contrary.
The Papists in former times made the mere act of immersion or of
sprinkling, irrespective of the sentiments. faith, or feelings. of the
subject, wash away all sins.  They used the name of the * Father,
Son. and Holy Ghost,” or of  the Trinity,” as they termed it. just
as conjurors use the words of a charm. They supposed that the
mere pronunciation of the names constituting “ the Holy Trinity,”
together with two or three drops of water from the baptized finger of

© anignorant priest, forgave all sins, whether * oviginal or actual” and

thercfore contended, * no baptism, no salvation.”  Beeause they ter-
minated in this absminable delusion and carried their notions to this
immeuse extreme, the Protestants ran to an cqual extreme oa the
“other side of the equator of trath ; and therciore gave to® baptism,
however administered, no connexion with the remission of sins.  So
much did they hate the errors of popery. that they did seareely name
» the forgiveness of sins” on the same day on which they  adminis-
teved baptism.”  Whis is not the only instance in whica the Protest-
ants were driven cutirely to neglect their duty, beeause the Catholics
ran into some absurdity. Thus. as the Romanists laid so much stress
upon fasting, as to make it almost more than * a sacrancnt” the
Protestants will not fast as all, lest they should beeome Papists; and
therefore. althourga they have some days ealled » fast days,” they take
anod care to eat as abundautly on those holy days as upon ctier oe-
casions.

Now, methinks we are not to be seared out of owr duty or privilege
beceanse of the eviors or follies of othiers.  Nor do we loxe sight of the
forgiveiess of our sins in immersion. because Papists have made a
saviour of a mere caremony.  We connceet faith with emorsion as es-
sential to forgiveness—and therefore. as was said of old, = According
to your faith, so be it to you,” so say we of immersion.  He that gues
down into tiie water to put on Christ, in the faith that the blood of
Jesus clennses from all sin. and that he has appointed immerson as
the medium, and the act of ours, through and in which he actually
and formally remits our sins. has when immersed the aetual remission
of his «ns.  Sothat he is dead by sin, baried with Jesus. and is born
again. or raised to life azain, a life new and divine, in and through
the act of immersion.  This we have scen in the preceding essays is
the Bible import of the one immersion.  In it we put on Christ, are
buried with him, risc with him. have our sins remitted. enter npon a
new life. veceive the Iloly Spirit, and begin to rejoice in the Lord.

Infidels and skepties in general, as well as some weak minded
chiristians, objeet to this doctriae beeause it is not complex or myste-
rious cnough. Tt is too easy, too cheap. too simple to have such im-
mense advantages attached thereto.  What ! say they, is a man to
put on Christ, to be born again, to begin a new life, to rise with
Christ to a heavenly inheritance, to have all his sins remitted, to re-’
ceive the Ioly Spirit, to be filled with joy and peace, through the
mere act of a mere believing immersion in water into the name of the
Father, Son and oly Spirit. I say yea—most assuredly ; and re-




