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wondercd at the things which the shepherds told thecm,

But they verc under the fear and influence of kings and

priests, and were not prepared to believe in a Mcssiahi

rho camne to them. under a form, of so much lowlinese;

and humnility. They had looked for him in the person
of somc powerful Prince or noble, who should be able

at once to strike terror into bis enemies, and encourage

and reward bis friends. Their pride and their prejudices
Nvecalarrayed against a King whose flrst appearance

was in the feebleness of infancy, and with no apparent

protection againist hîs vindietive and poverful enemnies.

Therefore it was tbat though be was born, according to

the promise of the Most Iligh, of the family of Abraham

and in the midst of the Jewisb nation, Il Ie carne to bis

own, and his own receivcd bimi not." Thie gifts that

had been presented to our Snviour by the ivise mnen of

the East were probably designied as a providential sup-

ply lfor the expenses attending their flight into Egypt,
for Joseph and Mary were poor, and without this e

source wvould have been at a loss by Nvhat mens to es-
cape fromn Bethlehczn or to subsist in a land of strangers,
Nvhose inhabitants had always been hostile to the people

of' God. The warning too came suddenly upon themn,
l'or it appears that the angel of the Lord camne to Joseph

on the nigyht, after the sheplierds departed, and that Jo-

sephi arose and took the young child and bis mother by
xight, and dcparted into Egypt. buring tlicir exile
into this unfriendly country, it is probable that the cir-
cunistanees attending the birth of Jesus Christ, were

never mentioned by bis parents, but that tbcy hid them
ini the greatest obscurity; and being among people wvho
wvere ixot likely to afford thern any shelter or protettion


