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himeelf up to catch a higher one, the branch gave
way, and down he rusticd among the brushwood
and withered leaves.

That was enough, our hrroes gave a sudden
screant and mm\i off, asif pursued by the famous
Alibaba and hs gang, Mackay seeing theireone
sernation thought he would make the most of it,
and putting two of his fingers between hia tecth,

ave A shrill whistle, when down fell David a< it
ge had been shot, and the Jantean hutled to the
other side of the road.  Ramuel pleked it up, but
the light was extinguisht [ asaistnd hier
panion to his feet, and they kept on at full pace,
i1 breathless and exhiausted they reached the ex.
temlty of the weod, They halted and leaned
against the dyke for a second of two and lstene,
to hear whether or nint they were puraund, bt ne
tounds of footsteps grating on their care, cach
ventrred to congratulate the other, on the happy
escape which they had made; while James Mac-
kay and Sarah Johnson were making the other
extremity of the wowd resound with thelr pealsof
Inughter at the sportthey had got.

Iaving breathal a while, our travellors began
to think of proceeding; but how were they to
E:ucecd when thelr light was out ‘I'hey temem.

red that there was a toll-house not far from the
extrembty of the wood, ard ihc{ re<ulved to face
every ditlficulty till they reachued that honse, that
thcy night get thele light renewed  "Irenbiing
and agitnted they reached the toll-house, and hav.
ing by dint of hand knocking zained ademission,
they were ergaled with & Hitle spirits and water,
Having retrimmad the Iantern and resed a liitle
they at length resuned thefr journeys but not
withont having rewonated i ‘\‘rs. Maicwin the
gnm’m’ eseape they had nade frum being mar.

ered,

From the toll-house, the roud descend« consi.
derably for nearly a mite and a half, whete it
sweeps the base of a steep hill, thickly covered
with fire and brushwood from its base. On the
other alde of the road, Luch Moran, a large sheet
of watcr_extending about a couple of miles, is
separated from the road by a row of whins and
slozthomn,

When nearly approached to this spot, which in
dayiight is the most picturesque partof the road,
displaying in the distance, 3 fine o1* castle tower-
ing majestically over the surrounding scencry,
from the summit of a8 lofty hill ; while the fine
sheet of water, fringed on cach side with a 1ich
profuxion of alder aud birch, forms as it were a
glassy path-wa{. leadiog direct to the venera .
mansion. Nearly arrived then at the casien ex
tremity of the Loch something white was iiscuy-
ered attheedgeof thewood  The water reflecung
through the furze exhibited the white objeet, which
their own glimmering light only tended 10 ov-
scure.

They paused, they stared, but could not dis-
cover what it was,  Slowly they creeped forward,
and still the object kept fts position as if guarding
the road.  Again the lanters was put in requisis
tion, and while one of them lifled it up to canse
it by some means or other to reflect its litle leht
upon the distant object, a- hare, or a ferret, that
had been scared by the light, darted into a bu<h
within a few fect of where they were standing.
8amucl leaped rightiip off the ground, and the
lantern fell from his hand, and s glasses were
thivered to atoms. Thus were they agan in
darkness, beyund the means of recovery.

Reader! if yon have never been abroad in a
sarless nizht, and be reason of the thick darkness
have wandered from the path, and have thanely
that every succeeding step voni were to take might
precipitate you into some vawnmng pit, or plunge
you into suine slimv rut, furmive(y deep by the
melting snows of some thonsand winters —if yon
have never been in thispa<ition vou cannaot fully
sympathise with the forturn enndition of oiir two
young travellers at this mowent. It .js all very
well for Locke 1o philosophize about darkness
having no necessary terror with it It is very
evideat he was never out in a duk night on a
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country road, and lo«t hislantern. Durke speaks ]
more scnvibiy on this subject.  However, our
{onng friends were in a dilemma, On the left

and n elnerly wonded Bilt tlsing abrupily, lem
itx deep thadow to the sorrounding gloom. On
the right the lake cast adisn reflection upon-—alast
they knew not what, ‘I'o retrace their steps wax
now asscrioiisa matter as to go toyward, contidet.
ing the awlul rencounter they had lately escaped
in the old pinc.wood,

In falicring accents they ventured to speak. and
taking a carsory view of their position, they re-
solved to wade through the edge of the Joch, rather
than encounter the ghost, for no other could it be.
They therefore Uied the remagins of the {ilfated
lantern, and having drawn up their trowsers to
their knees, stepped anto the the water, being
sercened from the object of their dread by the
whins and the thickly follaged sloethorn.  Keep
ing asteady eye inthe direction of thespectre the
walked gently through the water, until'about half
way acruse, where a amall drain from the road
cinpties ftself into tholake. and i«, or at lrast was
then a lle deeper and softer in the bottom than
the bod of the lake, Into this, our literary travs
cller unfortunately stumnbled, and here he sluck,
Hix companion came to his aid, and while n the
act of drawing him out, they saw through the
opening in the bushes which the drain naurally
oceasioned that the object of their dread was a
white horee quictly croppingthe grase,  Itturned
ont, as they fearned aflerwards, thata band of
gypsics had bivouacked in the woud, and had
turned out their hurse to feed by the road side.

Having made this happy diccovery they came
up out of H'm water, reproving themeeives for
their cowardice and folly ; and having dashed the
waler and the mud from their boots they procecded
on their way,

About a mile from the Iake there was at that
time a footpath through & field on the right hand
side, which led 1o a coal work on the opposite
sideof therond. When within about twenty yards
ot where this foot-path joined the high way, the
sound of foot-steps was heard, and our heroes
made a dead pause. Totheir astonjshment atail
man without the head, came through the opening
in the hedge. and walked on right before them in
the way they were to go.  This was rather mys-
terious It had been currently reported for many
vears that, a man who had been supposed to be
nurdered and _throws {ito one of' the pits in- the
neighbouthood had been seen at night walking
about without the head, This they at once con-
tertured must be the man, but while they conjec-
tured, the fizure moved slowly forward, and they
moved slow] y forwand aleo, keeping ata respect.
ful dwranee At length the figure came within
the circle affected by the fire of the colliery, and
they diccovered that'the man veritably had a head;
but his long grey locks resting on the collar of his
coat, had exactly the colour of the Jurid mist
which still prevailed; and the old man's head
being otherwise uncovered, their phantasmagurie
optics very naturally concluded that the head
was not there,

On they went again with rather more spirit,
the localily was becoming a little more familiard
to them, and the horrid jdea of encountering rob.
bers, or hubgubling bad nearly vamshed when, in
gning over a stile, which led by a foutpath through
a corner stripe of plantation, Samuel, who was
feremost, put bis foot with some degree of pressure
upon an ass, which had been browsing there du-
ring the day_and had lain down very inoffensively
at the fiar of the stile,  The animal so suddenly
disturbed rared and snorted tremendonsly; but
it would be inpossible to say which of the three
roared londest. The hairs of the young man’s
head aciually brisiled ap, as if the gad-bcen por-
cupine’s quills, and bis hat was [ifted from his
head, hut he darted scatheless throngh the copse
with the speed of the reindcer, His more unfor-
tunate companion beliowed furiously for him to
come to his assistance. At-the unexpectéd yell

of the ass, his foot had slipped off the spar of the,

stile, and Jown s1id one of hialege, while theother
remained outeide, and was o twisted up, that to
extricate himsell was next to impossible, Fre.
quently had they occaston that night 1o remems
ber the lines—

M Campany is a{'e the best
Croseing o'er the heather

Samuel, after a lutle, returned, and Assisted
David out of the atile, and groped about till he
picked up his own hat. Wearied and almost
warried «w death by trepidation they again moved
on. Happily the adventures of the night were
nearly terminated, ‘They were within sight of
the litile town they had lelt a0 Lriskly in the morn-
ing, living evidences of the truth of thestatement,
that “even a king when he joses his way Is no
better than a common man.” When they a

roached the church vard wall which bounded the
nlgh road at the outskirts of the town, they saw
distinetly a man’s head above the wall, They at
once concluded that this was a resutrectionist,
who was keeping watch while his unholy com-
panfons were tobb!nﬁ the graves of their hallowed
treasures, ‘T'o cnable the reader to understand
this part of the adventure it is neccssary to say
that this was about two ycars or 20 aller the dis.
clusures made by the notorfous Burke, who killed
daft Jamic in Edinburgh, when Itturned ont that
the omnivorous Dr. Knox seceived snbjectsforsiis-
scction from varlous country districts. Strong
suspicions were entertained about the secusfty of
the tittle churchyard of Ardmosin, and to make
all things sccure a raciety was imtituted, ealled
“The Mort Sale Socicty.” This socicty purchas-
od targe castairon chewls of several tons: weight,
without bottomns, anid withapring Hds, which they
Inscried into the grave's where they remained for
cight or ten weeks, and were then withdrawn,—
But, although it required four men with a wind-
lass to Nt up onc of tiese iron boxes, yet there
was a little mischief maker of a blacksmith, who
went here and there, und told the people that be
could lift onc ol them with easc, witha =mall
serew which he carried in his walstcoat pocket.
Nobody, of course, ever saw the screw; yet
many minds were nevertheless unhinged by his
consequential statements,

This incidental notice will explain how it was
that the fire of poetry, and love, and ambition, and
philanthropy, and patriotism, burped with very
iercenexs in the breasts of our travellers at the
wight of the man looking over the church yard
wall, They lifted a hand(ul of stones frum.'the
road, and, stcaling near enough 1o take an, eflec-
tive aim, that they mlfht get. safely past to_give
the alarm. ‘Thé “third stone hit him about the
1ight eye, and he fell back insénsible. Some. lit-
tle dispute arose asto who thréew this stoné; which
waysobn seitled, and théy' tashedforward with
alacrity to give gf:e alarm; and:sgon succeedéd in
collecting together 2 number of that.class of indi-
viduals who are always on the outiook for a: job.
Haying got a few lanterns, a coupléof iiu:bﬁ)rks,
agrape ortwo, and "2 hall dozen. pokers, they
marched forward. They-called at the house ot
‘the dodr-keeper but hié was ot at.home, which
of -itsglf -was tather bmindus. They, howeyer
scaled thic walls, and. searched the -} ¥-man-
sichs of the dead 3 but there wereno'sigm of -life
there, no stir, nonewly opcned-i?vu. They then

roceeded to the corner where the walchman was

nocked down. Here they:were sure of g ptize ;
but O t-how sheepish did they look when, inste
of a man groaning in agony from the blow on the

‘head "hé had téteived, they found the. ballof a

‘tumbatone, which-had heen placed-pgaint the
wall & féw days previously, and had unifoftuinately
projécted = {fitle too high, so dsto be visible from
the outside. This ball had been‘driven oﬂflg.{be
dpsp;reste aim of ;)ueboii t‘xel;‘.trmumd.l i h%y
stopped not to join.in the terrible 18.0f Jangh-
ter. which followed the- discovery;, bug slank off
the nearest way to their 6wn abode, dispirited and
almost dead with the many mishape they had had.

When a.few weeks had.passed over.. they
mapaged to smile at the ‘eveniful exciirsion to

.




