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PERFECTED IN LOVE.,

A coop Christian friend recently
asked us to explain the words at the
head of this article, telling us at the
same time that it had long seemed im-
possible to assign any practical meaning
to such a phrase.  Is theve, can there be,
any such 2 thing as perfect love? Ave
we authorised to use the teem?  And if
authorised, is it wise to use it?

Everything found in the New Testa-
ment must he there for some good pur-
pose, and among other things therein
contained will be found this phrase.
It must have some kind of a meaning,
and, inasmuch as Christians frequently
use it, we should seek to ascertain just
what Ged would have us understand by
it. The Church of England offers it up
an ever-recurring  prayer, “ Almighty
God, unto whom all hearts are open, all
desives known, and from whom mno
secrets are hid ; cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of thy
Holy Spivit, that we may peifectly love
Thee, and worthily magnify thy holy
nawme.” A prayer which is thus con-
stantly upon the lips of millions, which
is authorised in the Holy Scviptures, and
which gives expression to the ardent
desire of wany hearts, should certainly
be understood. Let us thercfore sce
what meaning the New Testument and
Chuistian experience jointly give to it.

The word perfest, as used most fre-
quently in the New Testament, means
finished, or completed. It is both a
relative and an absolute term. It is
absolute, in that it expresses the com-
pleteness of a certain quality in an in-
dividual, but it is relative when that in-
dividual is contrasted or compared with
others. A boy twelve years of age, if
in 2 bad state of heaith, has strength of
body, but not perfect strength. When,
bowever, he fully regains his health, we
may truly say that his strength is per-
fected, meaning simply that he has all
the strength a boy twelve years of age
can be expected to put forth. We do
not aflivm that he is omnipotent, nor do
we waintain that he is as strong as a
robust youth of twenty, but we merely
say that, according to his capacity, his
strength is perfect. Now if the father
of such a child requires him to put forth
all his strength in some work which he
assigns him, we can easily conccive it
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possible for the child to comply with 4
requirement which is at once reasonable
and practicable.

Let us now apply this illustration to
God’s requivement of us to love Iin
with all our strength. If the soul is iy
a state of holiness, renewed and cleanseq
by the Holy Spirit, it will find this com.
mandment not grievous, or in any way
impossible. It is perfectly reasonable
that we should love the Lord owr God
with ¢/l the heart, and soul, and mind,
and strength, and, according to the
measure of our capacity, it is perfectly
practicable for us to do so. God never
requires impossibilities from his creatures,
and He never lays down commandments
which have no definite meaning attached
to them. e has commanded us to love
Him with all our hearts, and nothing
can prevent us from obeying the com-
mand, unless it be spiritual weakness,
an inability to put forth all the strength
of our spiritual natures. But the
promise expressly states that under the
New Covenaunt Christ stands ready to
write the law upon our hearts that we
shall be able to meet its obligations,
The New Covenant differs from the Ol
chiefly in this one particular, that, while
the litter imposed a burden that could
not be borne, the former presented a
“light ” burden, and an easy yoke. It
gave with every obligation the strength
needful to fulfil it. Now all the obliga-
tions of the New Covenant ave concen-
trated in the one supreme duty to love
God and our neighbor, and if this
catmot be done with all the strength of
our spivitual natures, then a weak point
exists in the New Covenant which God
has pronounced the * everlasting ™ one,
as fitted for every need and for all times.
That Covenant is absolutely perfect, and
it imposes no impossibility on man.

As a matter of fuct wo do not meet
many Christians who seem to love God
perfectly, that is, with all the intensity
and strength of their natures.  Most of
them confess frankly that they are con-
scious of not loving IMim with their
whole hearts, and they feel 2 certain
kind of condemnation for not loving
Him more than they do. Some again
are in doubt as to whether they love
God at all, in the Scriptural sense of tho
word, although auxiously trying to sexrve
and please Hum. In all theso cases wo
find the elements of genuine Christiun




