
Earilest C/iiristiaiiy.

PE RFEOTEI) IN LOVE.

A rooD Christian fricnd recently
askcd uis to explaiiî the words it the
hie.v (if tlhis article, tellinr uis at the
sie tinieo that it hadl lonýg sewed i-
pîossible to atssign anyv prîctîcal lmeanilig

any îsuch L thinig as perfect love? Are
i'e auithorised to lise the terni 1 And if
authioricc.d, is it Wise to lise it?

Everyùlîing fouind iii the New Testa-
mient mnust 1)e tiiere for soins good pur-
pose, siud ainong other things thcreiîî
contaziie îvill bc found thtis phrase.
It iiiust have some kind of a incaiîîg>
and, iîî:lslînîîcl as ellîristianls frcqutlyit3
use it, w'e shoiild seck te -ascrtain just
wvhat (~".would have uis midenrstmnd by
it. The Chutrha of Eiiglztnd offers it upl
an vr-etî'ii prayer, Alillighty
God, iutîto wh~oui 11 ai harts arc open, al
desires knowvn, and froni whoin no
secrets are luid ; cleaxise t1le tiloughlts of
our hucarts by the inispiration of tliy
Hloly Spirit, that toc miay pmxfecily love
Thee,1 :înd ivorthily inagnify thy hioly
na1inle."1 A prayer wvlicli is thx.s cou-
stantl3' 111)011 the lips of millions, vhîichi
is auithorised lu the Holy Scr;pturcs9, and
wvhiclh gives expeso t adn
desiro of iiy huvarts, sliould ecertainly
be understood. Let lis thaeref'ore se
wlîat ineailing tie New Testamnt and
Chîristian e\lperienice joinitly give to it.

The word pert'uct, as used niost fre-
quently iii the New Tustzatient, inmans
finislied, or Co)in 1)letCdl. It is both a
relaîtive and an absolute terni. It is
absolutte, in thit it exîîrvsses the coin-
pleteîîcss of a certain qîîality inii n ini-
dîvidlual, but it is relative wheni that iii-
dividuaiýl is contrasted or CoinJ)ared witl
othxers. J%. boy twelve yuars of age, if
in :î bat) Sta1te of hiea.ith, bhas streng-th of
body, but îîot l)erfecL --tren-gtl. Wlicuî,
liowever, lie fuily regaiîws lus ivlt, e
xîî:y truly saty that lus strengthi is l)ei-
fected, ucnn snnply thînt lie lbas all
the ýstrengýtth a boy twelve yezirs of zigo
eau bce x1 îected to put forth. \Ve do
7aot allirii tlîat Ilc is omnipotent, uer do
we iimtziiî tliat hie is as stroiig as a
robuist youth of twveîty, but WCo incre-ly
say that, accordiuig to his capacity, blis
strengtt is perfect. Now if the fathicr
of sucli a child. requires Iiuîn to put forthi
all lus str-cegt in sorne îvork whichi lie
assigius hlhu, WC cau casily couCeive it

possible for the ebild to coinply withi a
requircînent wvlicli is at once reaisuble

Lut uis iow apl'y titis illu.st.rationi to
God's re(Juii'eieiit of us te love Ihuai
witli ail 0211 Stirengl/t. If the souil is il,
a sente of ho01lness, renewed and cleansed
by tule Holy Spirit, it will tind titis coli.
Iînaflidieîit flot grievous, or' in :uîy w.ty
imîpossible. It is l)erfctly i'easonaMe
tliat wc sliould love tic Lord our God
îvitl ail the lî~rand soul, aîid îiliîîd,
and strengtli, and, accordimng te the
ileisîîre of' our Cal)aelty, it 18 pecihf'(etly
j>racticable foir us to (Io so. God liever
requii'es iînipossibilities froîn bis cetrs
anîd He xîever Isys downconiîdiiit
îvbich have no tietite îeauigattacliexd
to thîei. ln lias coin uded lis to love

-ijni îîth all oui' huarts, n :i<uothî iii"
can. pr3î'eit us frein obuLyiti(, the. comî-
niaîîd,2 inîless it be spiritual weakuuess,
ili iîîability ro plut forth ail1 tie streîigtiî
cof our spiritual niatures. Blit tlie
prms expressly states thiat tmnder thei
:iev Coveliaxît Chriist stanlds rewdy to
vrite the law i11)01 otîr licarrs tliat ive
sh1ali lie abule te nîceet its olgtos
The New Covenauit <iffei's frein the 01(l
chiefly in titis one pa.rticuilar, tliat, w'hile
the 1k .ttcr iînposed a bur-deî tlîat could
not bc borne, the former presented a
Illight » burden, anid an casy yoke. It
gave with every obligation the streîigtlu
uedý(ful to fuilfhl it. Now ail1 the obliga1-
tions of the New Covenanit ar'e coiec-èi
trated ini thîe one suiprenue dut3 ' tu love
God and our iieiglibor, and if this
caunot bc due with all the stren-th of
our sîdritiuf natures. thein a w*tk poinît
oxists iii the Neî Cou'cîiait Whliî Ged
lias proîuouîec< the Il everl.îstiiitbune
as fitted for every necl anid for 1111 timies.
That Coveiî;uîit is aibsolu tely. perfcct, and
it iîmposes no illîpossîhility on îîn

As a îîatter of fact ivo do not iiieet
many Chiristiaxîs wvlo seciii te love God
perfoctly, thiat is, îvîth 11il fie inltcllisitv
tUid strcîîgtli of thecir natures. Most of
tiieni conifcssý frituîk-ly that tlîoy are con-
scious of iiet loviiîg l-liuii with thîcir
wlîole licarts, anîd tliuy fuel ai cer-ttin
kind of condeniaition for net lovimg
1-Lit more d-iai thiey do. Souxîs mu«gmun1
are ini doubc as to whetlîcr thoy love
God it al, in the Scriîtu.u scnse of thîo
word, altlioligli anixiolitly tî'yilig to servo
and picase iiini. Iii aii theso cases ivo
flnd the elenîcunts of gcniîîiie Clitristiztîn
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