Lut there was no holding back now;
the die we cast; and they must stanl to
the fgsee.  Mr Eldvidge tried to speak
pleasantly to the Jady on bis arm, as he
sgeended to the supper room ; out the
words came heavily from his tongue, for
Lis heart wus dying in him. Soon the
eon pany were around the table, and eyes,
critical in such matters, tuking burried
ir.ventories of what it contained. Sot-
ting aside the wine and brandy, the en-
turtaiantent wus of the most liberal char-
ncter, and the whole arrangement ex-
tremely clegant, At each end of the
table steod a large coffec-urn, surrounded
with cups, the meaning of which was not
long & mystery to the company. After
the terrapin, oysters, salad.and their ac-
companiments, Mr. Eldridge said to a
lady, in a half hesitating voice, as if he
were almost ashamed to ask the ques.
tion ¢

+Will you have a cup of coffee 3"

*If you please,” was the smiling an-
swer. * Nothing would suit me better.”

 Delicions IV Mr, Eldridge heard one
of the gentlemen, of whom he stood most
in dread, say s ¢ This i3 indeed a treat.
I wouldn't give such a cup of coffee for
the best glass of wine yoa could bring
me.” .

« 1 am glad you arc pleased,” Mr. Eld-
ridge could not help remarking, as he
turned to the gentlemans

* You couldn’t have pleased me bet-
ter,” was replied.

Soon the cups were circling through
the room, and every one secmed to enjoy
the rich beverage. It was not the ghost
of coffee, nor coffee robbed of its delicate
aroma ; but clear, strong, fragrant, and
mecllowed by the most delicious cream.
Having elected to serve coffee, Mrs.
Eldridge was careful that her eatertain-
meat should not prove a failure through
any lack of excellence in this article. And
it was very far from proving a failure.
The first surprise being over, one and
another began to express an opinion on
the subject to the host aud hostess.

¢ Let me thank you,” said a lady, tak-

ing the hand of Mis. Eldridge, and,
speaking vcry'\vnhiz};,, «for your cour-|Mrs. Eidridge was followed. Coffve;
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* You are a brave man, and I honor
you,” was the remark of & geutleman to
Mr. Eldridse.  * There will be nany, 1
think, to follow your good czample. 1
should never have had the courage toleail,
but T think I shail be brave enoigh to
follow, wien it comes my'tura to cuter-
tain my fricads.”

Henry swwas standing by his father, when
this was said, listening with respectiul,
but deeply gratificd attention.

* My son, sic” said Mr. Eldridge.

The gentleman tovk the boy's™ hand,
and while he held it, the father added :

«T must let the honor go to where it
really is due. The suggestion came from
him. He is a Cudet of Temperance, and
when the party was talked of, he pleaded
so earnestly for the substitution of coffce
for wino and brandy, and used such good
rcasons for the change, that we saw only
one right course before us, and that we
have adopted.” ’

‘The gentleman, on hearing this, shook
the lad’s hand warmly, and snid,

“ Your father has reason to be proud
of yon, my brave boy ! There is no tell-
ing what good may grow out of this thing.
Others will follow your father's example,
and hundreds of young men be saved
from the enticements of the wine cup.”

With what strong throbs of pleasure
did the boy’s heart beat, when these words
came to his cars. He bad scarcely hoped
for succesy, when he pleaded briefly, but
carnestly, with his mother, Yet he felt
that he must speak, for to his mind, what
she proposed doing was a great evil.
Since it had been resolved to bamish li-
quor from the entertainment, he had
heard his father and mother speak sever-
al times doubtfully as to the result; and
more than once his father expressed re-
gret that any such ¢ foolish™ attempt to
run in the face of people’s prejudices had
been thought of. Naturally, he had fel
anxious about the result ; but now, that
the affair had gone off so triumpbhantly,
his heart was outgushing with pleasure,

The result was as had ‘been predicted,
Four parties were given to the bride,
and in each case the good example of

age in moking this innovation upon altook the place of wine and brandy, and

custom of doubtful prudense. I thank
yot, as a mother, who has two sons here
to-nightt’ |

She said no wnore, but Mz, Eldridge
utderstood well her whole meaning.

it was the remark of neatly sll, thut there
had been'no pleasantee parties.during the
scason.

‘So rauch for whut-a -boy may do, by

right time, and in the right manner.
Henry Eldridgé was thoughtful, modest,
and carnest-minded. His attachment
to the cause of temperance was not @
mere boyish enthusiasm ; but the result
of a conviction, that intemperance was »
vice, destructive to both soul and bLody;
and one that lay like a curse and a
plaguc-spot on society. He could under-
stand how, if the boys rejected, entirely,
the cup of confusion, the next generation
of men would be sober ; and this hadled
him to join the Cadets,and do all in his
power to get other lads to join also. In
drawing other lads into the order, he had
been very successful ; and now, in a few
respectfully uttered, but earnest words,
he had checked the progress of intemper.
ance in acircle far beyond - the ordinary
reach of his influence,

Henry Eldridge was o happy Loy that
night,

FtDELITY OF A JACKDAW.—~S0me years
ago a man named Sylveter, living at Mel-
bourne, Derbyshire, possessed a tame
jackdaw, between which and 3 person
named Clark a kind of friendship sprung
up. Clark was a mechanie by trade, wko
worked at Mclbourne, and periodically
walked to Derby ¢ to taka in his work.”
Almost every time he went, the jackdaw
aecompanied him there and back. ‘The
bird flew fifty or a bundred yards, settled
on a bush or tree, and waited until Clarke
came up to it, and then flew svmewhat
further—and so on. Occasionally it a-
lighted on his shoulder, and was carried
o short distance. Arrived at the town
in this manner, Jack waited for somc
time near the warchouse where the work
was taken in, and, when Clark made his
appearance at the door to come back, he
was soon spied by the observant bird,
which returned with him in the same man-
ner as it went—a distance there und back
of sixteen miles.
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Lloyd’s Register of British and
Foreign Shipping.
THE undersigned have been

appointed by the Comimittee of
Lloyd’s Register, London, their resident
Surveyor for the Province of Nova Scotic.
Shipbailders and Ship Owners in Nova
zotia fequiring to have their vessels sui-
voyed for classification’ in the Register
Book of this Society will please make
applica-ion for the-present at the Offioe,
Windsor, N. 8., where, copies of the
Society’s Rulds and any necessary infoi-
mation cu be-obtained. ‘) .
‘JOSEPI 1. TUCKER,
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