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DOCTRINE..

1. God is the disposer of aI earthiy
ovetits.

2. Earthly trials are no evidence of God's
dispicasuire.

3. Ali tbings work together for good to
thein that love God.

SECOND SABBATU.

SUUnjrToi:-The Reptfrn yi-
Gera 42; 29-38. potfm qt-

Driven ity a severe an(1 wide spread
faminle, the sons of Jacob liad gonc down
to, Egy3pt to buy food, -%where they stood
face to face with their brother Josephi, tbe
Governor of the land, of wvbose identity
howvever thcy had nlot the siigb test suspic-
ion. Joseph rccognized tlhein, but for wise
purposes did flot miake himseif known until,
by treatmcnt apparcntiy harsh, he had
tested their ebaracter, and especialiy lind
tnrnetlihir tbouglits in uipon themselves,
to remind them, of' tlieir guiity part and to
give thiem a sorrow, which, bovever bitter
for the tixne wottid produce the înost salu-
tary resuits. I-le spoke roughly to thenm,
charged them with, being spies, insisted that
in proof of their veracity tbey shoid bring
down Benjamin, retained Simon as at host-
age, retuirned every man's money into hlis
sack, and dismnissed themn witii the ernpha.
tic injuniction to bring down theiryoungest
brother. On their %way home one discover-
cd the returned money, and tbis filled tbem
witb consternation Wbat is titis that God
bath (loue unto ust

V. 29-34.-The report thcy gave to their
father 'vas very correct. There wvas neither
suppression of facts nor exaggeratcd state-
menti. Juding from. the past îlot mucb
trust couid he plicd in the vcracity of these
men, ýNiîcn they lind an object to gain; but
aithough, in their present circumstances,
equivocatioti had been able to accomplf6h

al scifibi end, the painful position in whichi
tbey %vere placed, along Nwiîh dan-k forbod-
ings of the future, would have constrained
theni Io speak the trnith. This wvas one
good 'vhich arose frorn tbe trouble. This
report, rend in conuection with the preccd-
ing narrative conipels the exclamations,
Row beautifl is the trnth i

V. 34.-Ibis general surprise would
scem to indicate tant the returned money
had been found on the way oniy by one of
the brethren. Joseph had returncd tlieir
money parîly through kincîness (Ch. 43 :
23), and partiy to cause his bretbren to
think scriousiy of the past, (V. 28).

V. 3G.-Probabiy Jacob liad somo sus-
picion, tbat, notwithsîanding, the cent
dipped in blood, Joseph had met with foui
play at the hancis of bis brethren. IIow-
over, this may have ben, le now laya the

blamno of Sineon's imiprisonment, alid of
the prospcctiie ioss of his soni Benjanmin ant
the door of is sons, who land just retuiried
from Egypt. And yet perbaps it wvas tho
pressure of the present sore triais wvhich
made iîim say n-bat lic did ixot menu.

V. 37.-Reuben liad no riglit to mnalz.
any surît proposais. Yet, as thib wvas flot
a tiiiue of ettita itiglit, let itin ]lave credit
in.ibis utterance for an earnest purpose of
using every eff'ort to bring Benjamin safeiy
baek. Comp. chaptecra7: 21-22-29.

V. 38.-Jaeob wvas uttyieiding. Ilis
becart wvas wrappcd ulp i Benjamin the
younigest son of his. beloved Rachla.
Joseph wvas gone: . as flot that ca.ougli ?

The fart ibat the Egyptian governor, a
man of surît apparent harsbuness, bad in-
sisted so strongiy upon seeing Benjamin
miade Jacob's becart sink.

LLsso-,s.
1. To remind of sin God sometimes

seud afihictioni. Yet lie pities n-bile lie af-
flicîs, just as Joseph %vcpî whecu he spake
rouglily to bis brethrcn and bounid Siuîeon
liefore thecir oves. TIbe beaviest eud of tbc
roîl is ia God's hpnd. Io'v thankîni %-e
sitouid bc n-heu our afflictions 611l us wvith
sorrowv for sins of the past! Vv 21-22.

2. A time of trial sometimes furnishes
occasion for the manifestation of fiue traita
ot characier. Look for exampie at the feel-
ings %vlicbl prompted tho wvords of Reuben.

3. To God's people troubles are biessings
in disguise. The hand of P~rovidence %vas
ieading Jacob ivisely and iovingly, yet ho
exciaimcd, ail tîtese things are agaitast me.
Be iived to sec towv mistaken lie btîtl heen
in bis estimate of providential dispensa.
tion, nay, how unibclieving and sinful.
Hore is a note of ivarning. Never distrtîst
God in tc dark days of trouble. Atnd a
lesson of encouragement : Ail tbîtxgs ivork
together for good. r-ear not christian, for

The clouds you s0 much ârend
Are big. nilîx nercy, and shail brak
In blessings on your head.

THIRD SABBATFI.
SUB.ItCT.-Josell makes hdmself knvacî,-

Gen. 45: 1-8.
For 22 ycars Jo!ýeph had been separated

fron fils father and brctbren. Here are bis
brothers bufote him; lie can refrain no lon 'et
-love bursts aIl bounds. Hfe 1ad brougt is
brothera to a deep sense of their sin, and
non-. notlîing renmains but te show bis love--

jutas Jesns detais withu us sinners, trying.uta,
dealing n-ith us until n-e corne to sec Our sis,
and then revealing bis pardoning and saving
grace.

V. 1.-Ail were sent ont lest the past his-
tory of Josepî's brethren should bcecxpose
before theceyes of stratîgers.

V. 2.-Porhaps aIso Joseph did not wieh
that strangent should witness the int,.nsýity of
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