832 Uhe Wome and Foveign Weeord. Dee.

There are three or four sources of difficulty to be grappled with in conducting
migsions to the New lebrides.  Thereare the climate, thelanguanes, the supersti-
tious und the polit cul condition of the people.  On all these points, however, we
have gained somo valuable experience.  The climate is unhealthy. At one time
it was supposed to b so unhealthy, that no white mun could hve per.nanently on
thoso wslands.  This 1dea, however, i3 now exploded. We have learned that the
clevated inland districts are much more healthy than those on the shore.  Mission
atations to he healthy, should be located on clevated situations ; and the floor of
the Missionary’s houso should be boarded and raised some feet above the ground.
‘These two conditions being attended to, the Missionary’s dwelling may be reason-
ably expected to b+ che abode of health.  The great diversity of lunguages renders
Missionary work far more difficult than it would otherwise be, and renders native
agency far less efficient than it has been on the eastern groups.  The superstitions
of the natives rase up a powerlful barrier.  The belief that disease and death are
always occasioned not by natural causes, but by sorcery and witheheraft, requires
to be wmet and combated with great prudence. And the very hmited power of the
chiefs renders life much less seeure than where the chiefs. as in Lastern Polynesia,
are fewer in numher, but possessed of much greater power.  When the Rastern
chiels engaged to protect the Lite of u Missionary, they could do so eftectually 5
but when chicfs have little power, as in the New Hebrides, however willing they
may be, they are unable to protect the Missionary, and hence the necessity for
more concentration of effort.

This is a good time to test the spirit and courage of thoselocking to the Mission
field. Where a Mission is prosperous many scek to join it for the honor it will
bring to themselves ; but in the hour of adversity and danger, 1o such it has no
charms. [tisbera, however, agit is everywhere else, the cross is before the crown.
If we would reign with Christ, we must first suffer with him. Bat if we aim at
the glory of God and the good of men, honour in due time will follow, the honour
which cometh from above. It not on earth, certainly in heaven, the commenda-
tion will be bestowed, ¢ Well done, good and faithful servant.”

Praying that God who brings good out of evil, light out of darkness, and order
out of confusion ; who cun make the wrath of man to praise him, while the ro-
mainder of that wrath he can restrain, may soon bring these sad calamitics to an
end, and finally overrule them all for hiz own glory, und the good both of the
Misston and the Churches by which 1t is carried on, 8o that Satan and his agents
may be confounded, and angels and good men may rejoice with exceeding joy.

1 remuin, my Dear Sir, yours very traly,
Jony Incris.
To the Rev. I. Bayne, Sec. to the Mission Board of the P. C. of the L. Provinces.

fiemd
OUR CHURCH NEWS.

Prespyrery o Tatauacoucne—The Presbytery of Tatamagouche met at New
Annan on the 5th of Nov., and was constitutéd, after an appropriate sermon by
the Moderator, Rev. John Munro, from Luke iii. 10.

There were present, Rev. J. Watson. J Munro, W. McKay and T. Sedgewick,
Ministers, and J. 1. Bell and J. W. P. Chizsholm, Ruling Eiders.

The Preshytery proceeded to the visitation of the congregation. The guestions
of the Formula were put, and satisfuctory answers were given. The aspeet of
affairs was upon the whole encouraging, und, while commended for what they had
already nccomplishea, the people were exhorted to still highcr attainments.

The audience at this and subsequent sederunts was large, and seeined deeply
interested in the whole proceedings of the day. According to previous notice,
the Rev. John Muuro addressed the Presbytery on ¢ Revival of Religion™ and was
followed hy the oth-r members of Court.  All were agreed as to tho desirableness
of such a work, and great unanimity of opinion was manifested ag to the means
by which it should be brought about. It was felt that some special meansshould




