1886 EVENTS.

above would then enable the Canadian
Northern Railway almost at once to take a
car of grain from Edmorton straight
threcugh to ride water, during the whole
of the season of navigation, a period of
at least seven months in the year.

If the government bave allowed the Grand
Trunk Railway Company to ob‘ain posses-
sion of the Canada Atlantic and Parry
Sound road, they have put a block in the
way of Jrelicving the congestion iz the
west, of which representatives in parlia-
ment have so frequently complained, and
to which the government have pledged
themselves frequently to do their ut-
most to ralieve. This isa serions state
ment, and. if it is true, we greatly regret
the fact. it is understood that several
months ago Mr. Booth tad agreed with the
Canadian Northern Railway Company to
transrer his road to them, and when the
goverament was cognizant of that, and had
promised to co-operate to the extent of
their power to fucilitate the transfer,if the
Grand Trank Company have uow obtained
the road. it may be that there will be Iaid
a charge of breach of faith. Of conrse
we have not a safficient kvowledue of the
facts to decide on this

The price the Grand Traonk bave agreed
o pay for the voud has not been made pub-
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lic, but it will not be less than $15, 000,000
or $16,000, 000,

As the Grand Trank have for years work
ed in harmony with the Canada Atlantic,
and used the road pructically as their own,
it is difficult to saywhat object they have
in attempting to acquire control and pos
session, unless it is to endeavor to cripple
the Canadian Northern Railway Company,
and to force that concern to yield up its
western systen., covering 1600 miles in On
tario, Manitoba and the Territories, to the
Grand Trank Pacific Railway, whose pro
motersoriginally went after the system but
met with a refusal.

According to the Montreal Gazette of the
Tth inst., Mr. William Mackenzie, presi
dent of the Canadian Northern Railway,
said in Montreal on Toesday that Tthe
transfer of the Canuda Atlantic Railway to
the Grand Tronk would not affect the Ca
nadian Northern in any way. They were
not dependent on the Canada Atlantic, and
the business of the Canadian Northern
wouid go on as befme. He was uonable to

sea how the Canada Atlantic wonld afford
the Grand Trunk any hetter facilities than
they had, as the'r own road from Midland,
where they had terminal facilit'es and
elevators, was jost as short to Montreal as
hy wav of the Canada Atlantic Railway
from Depot Harbor
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