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SKETCHES 0F CANADIAN WTI)D ]3IDS.

]3y WJM. XzELLS, NORTHI WALLACrE, ONTARIO.

Iii presenting tiiese sketches to the public, niy objeet is two-fold.
In thie first place, I arn desirous cf directingy attention. te Canadian.
Orniithology; and in the second place, to supply to a certain extent., .a
vacaney in this neglected branci of Canadian Natural Ilistory. I
may premise that the sub*ject liera treateif of lias ever been witlî
me a favourite study.

Frcrn early childlîood, I have listened witli deliglit to the manly
solos of our fcathered songsters, and belîeld w'ithl à;diniration their
littie arts, and the beautîful plumagre whicli adorus niy of the
winged tribes which yearly visit or permancently 1-emiain ini tli
country. The study bias afforded mie mnucli real pleasure aud
clîeered mauy a weary lour, whieh otlierwîise, iglit have been use-
lessly spent.

I have, whien opportuniLy served, talien notes of the varicus habits
of our feathereid friends, and often durinac the cold and long wvinter
eveniugs, my leisure hours have fGund ample empicyrnent in add-
ing to and revising the work of flhe past, withi the hope that t.he
youtlîful reader may dlerive pleasure and profit from its perusal.
It niay also be the mneans of interestiug thiem in flic study of
the beautiful and instructive science of Ornitholqiy.

As far'as my kuiowvledge extends, this brandi. of science
is almost wlioIy neglected by Gandian(i writers; every otlier subject
receives some slîare'cf attention; but ne pen lias recorded the simi-
ple annals of ouir field and forest birds and placedl their names on
the §pages cf history. Year after year, tliey corne and go -%ith
scarcely a passing notice from nien wliose senises cf siglit anid hear-
ing tliey were created to deliglit. Tiiis is not the case iii other
countries; thie birds of the Uniteil Sta1ev, have been described by

lVloAiilulon, and others. ,Siedcn lias had lier Linizeus, rc'
lier Ci.ewici-, and ljritain a Ilost of Ornitlioloyiecil Nvritei s. Is it be-
cause flic birds of Canada have no musical powers toe harm tlîc
levers cf natural melody ? Or are they clotlied in sucli linely
garbs, finit tliey cease te attract tlue eye of the beliolder, and are
thierefere, unworthy tlîe attention cf the student cf nature? Or
are tlîeir services se smial te man tliatthey m-ay easily be dispenseid
çvithi? Noue of these charges,thcugh they rnay be brouglit against
our birds, have anly fondation in fact. ln confirmation of this
statement, I will quote part of an article cii the -song cf birds cf
Canada, the only article 'I have c'ver iseen on thus sukbject, frein tic
peu of a Canitut w.rJter, previcus -te ny Sk.cicl's, on'Our Iliittc
JNrds. the writersys:-

"We licar people -reniark t1iat we have ne siîuiiu-id nu *au
nada; or thatý thîey dc0 net sing like. those in Europcr; the *mijority
of s Qci perns havenevejý cndeavoured te ascertailiat con 'stît u-
tes gqod singers, ald wliit. does net, anci if tliey had they %;culd
be prejudiced ini faveuir cf tlicir cwn -ccuntry!s birds, whieh lis nat-


