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LI ST WIS TLIL T e meren s o aes
rome fresh food in the shape of a rieh compost formed
of loam (if tenaciong, all the better) and manure,
thoroughly decomposed, in equal quantities. 'This
operation should be performed about the last week in
October, by removing the smface sml, gencrally a
network of fiblous rools to adepth of 4 mehes,
anl replacing it with fredi conapost of the deerp-
tion just given. The most important matter connected
with the culture of tices in pols in keeping their
toots dry during the winter months, so that they are
uot too much exeited - they are never at vesty tho
shoots then become dry and ripe, and in a fit «tate to
put forth their Blosoms in_sprng, which, owmg to
the trees not heing suhjected to the gr o utinesplierie
changes incident to the open airin winter, they do
with great vigor  To make success doubly sture, this
dryness of the sol m the pot cmuct T stnetly ate
tended to The treea should e w 1 watare L when
topudressed, and again hefore the mikdie of Novem-
ber; they may then, 1f in the Jarge pots [ have
mentioned, remain without wate r tall carly in March,
swhien the blossom buds begm o sl Many falures
m the pot eulture of frut trees have ovenrred from
the fears entertainad by caltivators that trees must
alwayy have thewr rooly in asoil saturated with
masture,  Before Tleave the subiject of pot culture,
1 must mention the necessity of giving the trees extra
food during the summer months,  Thig is bext done
by placing on the surface «f the woukdin the pot a
lay 1 of some vich eomport, alvat 3 inches in depth
ut the outside, and marte coneave aromnd the stem of
the tree, soas to retain water.  This compost may
consist of manure chopped jnto small picces, and
saturated with liquid manure; or horse droppings
from the roads, and kiln-dust from a malt-housc,
cqual quantitics, also gaturated with liquld manure,
the Iatter compost 13 the most valualde surface dress-
ing ever invented, for not only do the routs of peach
trees coms o the surface to feed upon ot, bhut vines,
t dressed with it, show extrordinary vigor. Ifa
svimein a pot has a dressing of 1t from 6 to 8 inches
deep (this must of course be supported by pieces of
tlate stuck wstde the rim), the roots ascend 1apudly,
wnd seemr to devonrit with avadity, so that by the
autumn 2 mass of this compost on the smface of the
soil in the pot, in which 2 vine has been growing all
the summer, will be found a complete mass of tibrous
roots, hard amd compact, thu virtue of the compost
being scemingly absorbed.
Planting out of Peaches and Nectarines.

1 have thus far endecavoured to give an outhne of
the pot culture of peaclies and nectarines in unheated
glass structures.  The other mathod of eultivation,
by planting the trees in the borders, must next he
considered ; this iz nather more nor less than plant-
ing a peach garden.  dStll, as a glass stinetnre 15 of
more value than a piece of uncovered zround, care
must be taken that 1618 made the hest of,  There is
apecultar feature in most stone fruits  their love of
a firmsoil A light, porous sail s generally fatal
to the health of a puach tree, ab least i the gandens
of Burope. In orchard houses, T am now able to assert,
with full confidence, that a firm horder for peach and
nectarine trees 18 a sine qud non ; there 13 no sound
prospect of success without it ; and T may add, that
if such a border is calcarcous or can be made so by
nixing one square yard of chalk to ten of the nacural
soil, so much the better for the fruit trees.  Int form-
ing the horders, theseil should be refreshed with a
slight dressing of manure, and then stirred to a
depth of 20 inches—no other preparation is respuired.
"Tho trees should be planted in this rather shallow
border, heavily watercd, and suffered to remain for a
week 3 at the end of that tipe the entiro border
should be gone over with a rammer, and rammed
firmly down ; a wooden rammer of about 10 Ibs,
weight will ho found thoe best implement. ‘Tho horder
thusrammed andlevelled shonld remainsolid,and never
again stivred, cxeept to he slightly pricked with a
fork in spring—to admit waterto the surface roots of
the trees.  After being watered, o slight dressing of
rotten manure, about 1 inch i depth, should be faia
on the surface of the solul soil, and no other disturh-
ance of it should take place. So obnoxious is the
disturbance of the soil to tho roots of peach and
nectarine trees when planted out  although the
inert surface mass of fibroud ronts may bLe removed
from trees in pots without injury—that 1 have scen,
inan otherwise well-managed louse, fincand well-
grown half-standard trees quite bare of frut, owing
to tho bonders having been carefully dug 6 mehes
depth in spring, every blossom having conscquently
dropped without setting its frimt. ~ 7honas Recers
in The Orchard House.
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Tho Tre Way to Water Trees,

1f trecs standing in grass ground are watertdd, the
surface around about t’il(‘ hody, for three or four feet
in each direction, should be covered wath mulch of
some sort, to retard evaporation, Tt will he labor Jost
to water trees on the lawn withoud exercismg th pre-
caution, as the water willdisappearbefore a hundredth
part of it has reached the reots.  Straw, hay, lawn-
grass, weeds, shavings, or tan-bark will make an
cxeellent mulchi.  Spread the muleh three or four
inches deep, pour two or three pailsful of water
aroumd each tree, and the water will permeato the
entire soil, keep it damp, and aupp]}y the wmoisture
which tho freo must have, or die. 1 the smlisma
tillable condition, draw the carth away from the tree
to the depth of oncor twoinches, pourin two or three
pailsful of water, and return the mellow carth, wiich
will heep thesurface from baking.  Yet muleh 1s far
preferable to the latter mode.  When the soil appears
nearly dry to the toueh, the roots cannol possibly
derive the nevded supply of water to keep the leaves
and branche from mjuty during the rapsl evapora-
tion wlich 19 going on mght and day.  When the
atmosphere 1s as dry and hotas the arina huge
lumber-kiln, 1t wall have the mostare i every tree
and plantand themonture of our hodies, even **1f 1t
(tho hot air) has to tak- it (the moisture) out of the
lude.”  Yience, we must drnk, and the roots of the
trees and plauts must be supphied with water or they
wither and die. A great many persons scaiter the
grass from their lawns and the weeds from their gar-
dens in the highway, which is bad horticulture in
many respeets.  1f they would spread such grassand
weeds around_their growng flowers or aronnd any
garden vegetables, the mulch would save the labor
of carrying mauy hogsheads of water to supply the
plants with necessary .moisture, and the covering
would keep the surface mellow, keep the weeds down,
and save a vast deal of manual labor, and the crops
wonld be heavier.—~Our Home monthly.

We desire to call the attention of those of our rea-
ders who are thinking they must water therr newly
planted trees to tho above sensible suggestions.
Many kill their trees by watering them, not because
they water them too much, but because after having
applicd the water, they leave the ground to bake
under the blaze of our summer sun. Mulch—mulch
—mulch--and then watering, if needed at all, will do
good.

Comparative Valuo of Fruits.

The comparative valuoof apples, pears and oranges
in our markeis does not favor the south, for while
the past has been one of general snceessand abundance
of the apple at the North, as well as of the orange at
the south, yet now we havo to pay i New York
city one-third more for common fair apples over
that of the Lest Havana oranges.  We think we have
within the past two days asked prices of apples,
pears, and_oranges from onc hundred dealers, and
when we give the dozen price we also give the com-
parative wholesale price, which is forty cents a dozen
for oranges, sweet Havanas averaging fourteen to six-
teen inches in circumference, and sixty cents a dozen
for apples averaging cight to ten inches in circum-
ference, or what we term our sccond class fruit.
Pears now in New York City, scll at prices accord-
ing to varietics, the Beurre d’Anjou bringing from
thirty tn scventy-five cents cach, while Vicar of
Winktield brings fifteei. to twenty-five cents cach,
and Dananas at five cents each. The wholesale
rates are in proportion. Showing plainly that not.
withstanding we grow large quantities of fruit, their
keeping is a point our people donot {nlly urderstand.
—Apb1, in Cleveland Ierald.

Pinching Berry Cames.

Although the scason is late, tho yotm:g canes of
raspberrics and blackberries have already got a good
start, and will soon require pinching to make them
grow strong, branch frecly, and make compact, self-
supporting heads.

When the dew canes have attained a growth of
from one and a half to two feet, (Pass rapidly over
them and pinchoff the terminal bud. After the lapse
of & week, pass over the plantation again, and you
will find some that wero too short the first time but
are then the proper height-for pinching. It will Pro-
bably Le necessary to go over them' three or four
tines to make certain that none have cscaped, but
after they have been carefully pinched twice the
+ operation will be a short one.

™
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All kinds of  fruit-bearing canes should be pinchied
in this way, with the exception of tender varieties of
raspherries, as Brinckle’s Orange, Hudson River
Antwerp, and_TFranconia, that réquire covering for
winter protection.  These should be allowed to grow
withent pruning that they may be hent down with-
out davger of breaking, when winter arives, and
covered vath carth, - - Hural Jome,

Black Raspberries.

Willits & Co., of 93 Marray street, New Vork, wite
us that dried raspbernies are worth 31 to 36 cts. per
pound  \Where are those cronkers that insist that
Raspberries (espeeially the black sorts) are **played
out?” Ittakes3to 3} <]u:\rts of fresh raspbernes to
make a pound, and by this method they bring from
0 to 10 cente per quart with no expense of baskets,
boxes, &e.  We will grow them as long as we can
sell them for 6 cents per quart and do better than
farmers who grow wheat at £1.50 per bushel, or pork
at 36 per hundred, or wool at 50 cts. per pound. Wo
say to all who have large plantations of black vasp-
berrieg, sce that your drymg hounse 13 got ready, and
when your raspberries get lower than 9 cts. per quars
put them into the drying house.

Rememmber that last season was ono of the most
abundant frait seasons that has over been known,
and yet dried raspbernes are selling at 34 to 36 cts,
per poumd, with a prospect of their reaching 40 cta,
wThe Feuit Bicorder,

Caterpillars.

Nowis the tnue to look out sharpls for caterpillars,
They are busy weaving their nests and stnpping the
leaves of tho apple trees,  Itas tho best way to take
them winle they are young and small, for if neglected
till the leaves are full grown there i3 necessarily
greater ugjury to the tree, to say nothing of the des
truction they cause i the process of growth. Fixa
brush upon the end of a long pole and go at them.
If the trees arc kept perfectly clear of them tlug
year, you will have less next, unless some careless
and slovenly neighbor lets all his go to seed.  Cater-
pillars arc a sign of carcless farming.—Ex.

Following Nature.

Nature nowhere trims back the grape vine annu.
ally to four or five buds ; but the successful grape-
grower does it.  Nature scldom cuts back or heads
in tho peach or apricot; but many of our best {ruit cul-
turists do it. Naturenever blanches the celery plant
but our gardeners do it.  Naturc sows the most of
her sceds directly upon the surface of the soil ; far-
mers and gardeners genera)ly give tosceds aneces-
sary covering,  Nature scldom trawsplants a tree
or mutilates its roots, or propagates by grafting upon
scctions of limbsor roots ; Nursery-men do it.

Best Mon;llo Cherry.

F. R. Elliott, writing to the Cleveland Herald says
that the Louis Phillipe is the best of all the sour or
half sour cherries.  Downing, in lus great American
Encyclopeedia of fruits, says that the fruit is Iarge,
of arich dark, almost purphsh-black red, with a
red flesh, which is juicy, tender, sprightly and
mildly acid ; quality very good or best.  Free vigor-
ous and very productive. Barry, in his Fruit Garden
says it isripe from the middle to the last of July,
and is a very valuable sort for dessert, canning.
cooking or market.

After trying trollises of various kinds we like noth-
ing so well for sulpportin%r raspberry canes as good
strong stakes, lugh enough to sustamn the top of the
canes. They should be tied rather loosely at the top
and agair midway. In using a stake tho stalk
cxpands in every dircction and is exposed freely to
the sun and air. Besides the fruit is more handily
picked.

Cherry trees, to be longlived, should not have
their roots disturhed by digging about them. We
have found them to do best mn grass.  Carc must bo
taken not to bruise tho Lark of the trunk, as it will
canker and may destroy thetree. It seldom recovers
entirely from a bruise.



