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taken placo and only confirmed the first impression,
some hitherto overlooked f2ature will suddenly strike
tho eye, and at once neccssitate mating with quite
another bird to that originally intended.  In the case
of adult birds, what they have alrcady bred with the
samo or other mates must also bo taken into
consideration. A henmay have been matched up the
previous year apparently with judgment, yet the
produco may have been most greviously disappointing,
for such michaps may occur occasionally to any ama-
tcur.  In suchcases, by studying the character of the
unforescen result, and tracing tho probable causes,
success for next scason with tho samoe bird, bt dif-
ferently paircd, may be almost jusured, and the loss
thus moro than repaid, Soue of these unespeceted
disappointments are very curivus, aud for a long time
wero thought unaccountable.  They usually occur at
tho commencementof a strain, or when a cock
is purchased for fresh blood to recruit an old one.

With regard to the ages of the lLirds whick are to
Lo bred together, there is no universal rule.  Cocks
and hens in their second scason, will always breed
well together, and the chickens usnally fledgo more
kindly than the produce of cither older or younger
birds. The offspring of cockerels and pullets mated
togethor aro worst in this particular, and in large
breeds are also .noro subject to leg-weakness. A
cockerel mated with adult hens is preferrod by most
amateurs, and usually produces very vigorous aund
largo chickens but if only two or thrce hens bo put
with him there is almost surc to be a preponderauce
of cockerels.  An adult cock mated with pullets is
also a good arrangement. A valuable hen may be
kept and her cggs sct as long as she lays; but cxcept
in rare cases, a cock is of little or no use after hois
four ycars old, unless for eahibition, for which pur-
pose some birds have been preserved for soven years
and even morc. In somocases productive vigour may
Lo maintained beyond four years; and a0 long asa
breeding Dird of proved value shows indisputable
liveliness and vigour 1t would be a pity to discard lum.

It has long been verified by general experienco that
tho bireeder hassome control over the sexes of his pro-
duceby adhering to definite rules, though numerouscx-
ceptions will occur. 1. If a vigorous cockerel be
mated with not more than three adult hens, the cocks
almost always largely predominato in at least the
early broods; later this becomes, uncertain, 2. Ifan
adult cock be mated with not more than three pullets,
tho resultis very uncertain, the one sox heing as
likely to occur as tho other, but usually thero isa
decided predominance on oncside rather than cquality.
3. If an adult cock bo mated with five or more
pullets the pullets arc generally in excess; and what
cockerels therearo will be most numerous in the
carlicr eggs. 4. young lirds or adult binds mated
tagether are very uncertain; bhut tho foewer hens and
the more vigorous tho cock, tho greater is the pro-
portion of cockerels, which aro always more numerous
in tho catlicr eggs of a scason than tho later. It is
also a curious fact that chickens hatched late in the
acason aro often pereeptibly more shortlegged than
the carlier binds, From theso facts, whilo nothing
liko ccrtainty can bo obtained, it is manifcst that the
breodor posscsscs considerable power of obtaining
such results as arc desired.

After the birds are properly mated, they should
not, if possiblo bo disturbod, as such disturbance
froquently lcads to unforcscen disappointment. A
cock separated from tho heus ho has boen mated
with, and put to others after an interval, not un-
frequently turns sulky and thrashes them acverely,
instead of showing them proper attention. For this
Teason it nover answers well to make a practico of
cxhibiting stock Lirds during tho broeding season
once carcfully mated, let the Lrood stock remain
quitly in their runs till tho scasom is over,
whea the chickens will probably do credit to the
parenta from whom they are descended.

TPovrrry Drrericerties.—I notice, once in a while,
somo poultry fancier is troubled with a hien that cats
her eggs, and another who has hens that pick the
hackles off the cock.  The surest and only rcmedy in
cther cascis to burn the end of tho Lill off, from an
cighth to onc-quarter of an inch, with any pieco of
iron, heated to a white heat. In a caso of fcather-

nlling, after burning the end of the hill, tako a sharp
}:mfo and scrapo the edges of the Lill near the point
so they cangot no hold upon the feathers,  After
this treatment the fowl can pick up grain, gravel and
all necessary to sustain life, but cannot brcak the
shell of the cgg, or pluck the cock, and by the time
the bill has again grown vut, tho halut is forgotten.
Don't Le afruid of burning too much, cspccialfy ona
strong bill. In cass of egg-caters, if ono bLurning
won't do, burn again,  1In case of roupin brood, cock,
or hen, cut the head ofY) as, although palhiatives may
be resorted to, the diseass is surely generated, In
tho case of very valuable fowls, of the coarse cold
blooded straing, out crosses will absorh the disease.

Hess Tuar Ear Laus.—The Lest way to break
hens of cgg-cating is to break their necks and re-stock
with birds that have not acquired the habit. Fowls
that are expert in egg-cating first attack the cgg with
their bill. "If itis a thin shell, o few strokes will
breale it, and the rest is an casy job. If, however,
thoshell is a thick one, they gencrally fail to break it
with their beak ; then they begin to scratch in the
nest, and, with their feet, throw the egg against the
hard sides of thoe box until it is broken,  First of all,
mako hens lay hard shelled cggs, 80 hard that they
cannot bo readily broken by a hen’sbill. ‘This can
be done by feeding freely with slacked lime, ground
or broken bones, oyster shells, etc, To prevent
Dreaking agamnst the sides of thobox, the nests should
bo high'and lined upon the sides with cushions filled
with hay or other soft material,  Their only chance
then is that they may throw two eggs forcibly against
cach other. To prevent this, I rob them of the nest
cgg, and gather the cggs scveral times a day. It is
a good plan to Jeavo afew China eggs near tho nest
for them to work at, which will make their bills so
sorc that they will strike the real cgy with less force.
—~Cur. Poultry Worll,

Tho variety of Pigeons you should Keep,

Under this beading Wirtsmre Recror, in the
Journal of Horticulture furnishes & very readablo ar-
ticle, from which wo make the following extracts :—

“ Fancy pigeons are very numerous as woll as very
Deautiful, and thero aro almost infinite varictics of
form, as wcll as blending of feather.  Whero will you
find such varied beauty ¥ Nowhere, I think, in one
class of birl. Hence tastes the very opposite may be

tificd. Does the eye dclzifht in color? That can
ha gratified ; witness especially some of the German
Toys, cspecially the Suabians. Docs another delight
in gracefulness of form? That can also be gratified ;
witncas thoe slender Dragoon, and stronger Carrier ;
or another delight in size? Runts the long, and Pout.
crs tho tall, will please ; or another delight in small.
ness and colour ? thero is the Almoud Tumbler,

# Now supposing, gentle reader, you are in good
casy circumstal‘::‘ca? 3!813 that you dcl?ght in a country
Iife, revel in a landscape, delight in & en
grecushouse.  Then if it is so, you have tho greatest
source of pigeon pleasure at your command, for you
can keep all tho varictics. You can go in for elegance
of structurc; a breeding-placo furthest back, threo
sidcs of a square, shut in when uceded from all cold,
whero you can ait in winter among your pets, or stroll
round from box to box, cigar alight. 'l’l':xcs inncrmost
campartment may open into a wired space for flight,
that agaiu opcuing into another, whero a fountain
may play a gentlo jct only, and a shallow gravel
bottomed spaco beneath whero the birds can wash ;
and pretty creepers may bo outside both wired en.
closurcs. A rookery and a fernery Ranking zll this
would be ornamental, not detrimental, in a
Within, the Fﬁm' of all varicties—tho tall bulky
Pouter beside the tiny led Tumbler ; the long:
beaked besido the short-beaked ;
Diod tho choyacred, the migpind, thopare et the

, tho chequered, the , tho pure white,
nva:ﬂ' ﬁ.th:i?ottlul. th‘ohqal.:‘-:t?, the bhcu:
head 0 white-headed, -feathered,
hard.feathered. What a lovely aseortment of feath.
cred pets you would bo ablo to cnjoy, and how much
pleasiiro you would derive fromthem ! 1f still a busy
man at une-.u{on would tho more cnjoy the lcisure
hour spent wi
man, baving sheathed your swond with which cut

to sucoess in life, then would,
a':im«:y&my:ﬁn cavest, bave

com . Or
and | tron, and Las the lord of tho m o

your birds; and if quite & retired |the

an agrecable pastime for your well-carned repose.
You would be the very man 1 should, if I dared, cavy.

““But all are not rich cnough to posscss all the
varictics, therefore the Lust plan is to adopt one va-
ricty at a time, and study its capabilitics, and breed
it to perfection.  Then ceach variety of man may bo
suited with some varicty of pigeon. Thus there 13 in
tho world a walking class of men—a genus to them-
sclves are these great walkers—they greatly benctit
their shocmaker and their butcher, while their doctor
reggrds them with great disgust. I know thomen at
once—these men, long-legged men, what there is of
them is all bone and muscle; they have a tanned
cheek, and pecubiar expression of face. These aro the
mcen who might have been colonists, explorers, tra-
vellers; and’ they are the men who keep homing
ﬁgcons. They clways want o walk and an objcet.

t them keep Antwerps.  Further and further they
may cxtend their walks, and toss their Lirds on some
Tone hill or breezy down, and timing their flight from
their hand, stride home eager and Lot and anxious to
find how long their birds got there beforo themselves.

‘Dut all men are not great walkers ; habit, Lusi-
ness, infirmity, or taste, kecp some at home. To
such their house and garden arcallin all. Theyma
suitably keep, if on a hill, or in an open spot, higl
flying ‘Lumblers, who, likic themsclves, are *‘truo to
the kindred points of heaven and home,” faco v,
ward, watching their birds or tending them, in whic
there is always a special interest, as Tumblers are the
cleverest and tamest of pigeons. Little, confidi
bold fellows they are, who will fced out of your y
aud finding nothingin it, peck sharply at your dingers.

“Then thero arc tho atill more home-keeping varie-
tics, who rarcly fly save from the ground to the to,
of their house, and thercfore, never stray away an
annoy ncightors; at lcast, mncighbors faney they
annoy them. Or, again, you are alittle pleasant
smiling fat man, with a dot for a nose, a double chin,
and double the stomach alloted to most men, and
with a littlo weakness for tasty viands? Then, if so,
tho full-ieshed Runt must be your love; not the
Pﬁtnhbird’ﬁo&lgfh u; bad brpo(lleu, but the smaller,
yet large- , and exceedingly appetizing in pie or
spit. Then,if you reside in town, where uhinbn%adu
abound on roof or wall, and make night hideous with
their music all out of time and harsh, and who would

uneo on an poorbinlifttliberalﬁllifmhn-

er after bi ts in the form of fancy pi that
o cal?u: o g tl.m:.h%ho clep.nt.
pigeon, his or a cen o -
sha) and clegant.colored ond Tumbler, orh's
kin Short-faces, A littlo room ora tiny grecn-
houso will do, an invalid may tend them and enjoy
them; as they must not fly they are the birds for
the city, or for thoso persons who are obliged to ro-
main in-doors.

+But there are the ladies : 1 can suit their special
tastes, too. The older, who rcmember how neatly
tho cottage bonnet looked, and neater the face inside,
they may have reminders of both in Jacobins, whose
modest folding feathers half hido their pretty faces,
Or a young lady of the present dn{, with chi
tiny bonnet pinned to her hair? Then tho Helmet and
the Turbit will do for you. Are you Catholic? There
are Nuns, Dricsts, Monks, and Carmelites for you.
Or docs somo cramourcd swain declare in your listen.
ing car (foolish fcllow !) that you are an angel? You
can keep Archangels for

E

begun to loso his ambrosial locks,
pet—his pet—thinks it fino fun to stand tip-toe behind
paﬁ’: chair, and kiss tho bald place. Ton
a shrick, hoping tobo run after? Then like
like pigeons, for thero are Bald to match ; or
has ho a hirsuto chin? thero are Or are you
tender on ‘a soldier covered with lace,® as the nursery
thymo hasit? youcan bave dashing

heavicr Horsemen, or puffing Trumpsters. Then
ladies always lovo the pure White Fantail—the ladies'
pigeon. It you do, bo sure and have both varieties,
tho stouter and flatter tailed Englishman, and the tiny
trcmulous Scotchmen.  Some ladies, t00, seem now-

they may keep

same coop soon catch it.
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od will speedily cure it,



