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begin tu dr up, if dieu it is Cxposed to anyî current of
air wlatsoever the rate of drying will be increased,
and if the eggs arc kept iii several layers the upper
la3crs will dry more rapidl3 than the lower layers,
leading to the trouble of different sized air spaces in
the eggs while lItching, and so one would he likely to
have the rate of evaporation iii the machine all righît
for sone eggs and all nro.îg for otheis. What we
need to dIo, if we can, is to keep the contents of our
eggs frotn evaporating at all uttil they are put iii the
machine. It is necessary to renieiber that althougli
the air surrounding the eggs should be still it iust at
the same tiie be perfectly pure, for eaci egg is
really a little life temporarily suspended.

This again brings ne to another point tliat calls for
careful attention, viz., doi't leave your eggs iii the
nests for too long a tiie after the liens have laid
thei ; it appears as thongli the geri begins to de-
velop as soon as the egg is comnpletely formned,
althougli if the cgg cools down as soon as it leaves
the lien the liatching cani afterwards be resuiied witli
more or less failure as mie interval between the lay-
ing of the egg and its beiig placed iii an inicubator
or under a lieu is long or short. But if on a suimmîîer
day the heu sits on lier egg until it is dry, and
when she quits another takes her place ii the nest,
and so on througlh naybe four or five liours, with the
thernonieter at 85° or 90° iii the shade, it follows that
the geri lias begin to hiatcli before the egg is taken
fron the iest, and wlien cooled down to the ordinarv
temperature of the air will certainly die, afterwards

All the King's liorses and all the King's men cannot
put Ii uipty Dunpty together again." Wliei suclh
eggs as these are put inîto an incubator or under a lieu
and tested at say, tlree days, they are very apt to
pass imuster as liatchable eggs, but at the next test,
say ten days, they look like addled eggs,. whicli they
are in fact. not because they were originally infertile
but because they liad begun to iatcl under the liens
iii the nest. This is truc very iiîieli oftener than
people think and is a point worthy the attention of all
)oiltr- men, for there is nothing in all this world iii
the shape of a latcher, whetlher it be lieu or inicubator,
tlat eau bring a live chicken ont of a dead egg.

Another point to be observed is this : TIhere is as
nuch individuality iii liens as in himan beings, soine
are quiet and nervous, otliers slow and unaffected by

slight extcrnial causes, and the eggs fromn the lively
liens will liatcli anywhere fromî ten to twenty lours
before those fromî their more sIuggishi sisters, and this
feature while comparatively uniimportant iii the thir-
teen or so eggs that are put uiider a heu, is apt to
have very important results iii the huiindreds of eggs
put iii an incubator, and althougli it is truc tlat a
properly liatclied click will go w ell thirty to forty -
eiglit hours after latching before it is fed, yet it is nîot
good that they should be exposed for so long a tinie to
the comparatively used up air of the incubator.
Tierefore, take your eggs for one liatch fromî birds as
near as iay be of the saie disposition, let thxemn be,
both liens and eggs, as nearly as possible of the samie
age, reject any tliat are uiiusual ii eitlier largeness or
siallnîess, or that are very long and pointed or very
round and bluit, particularly do not put in any tlat
have a ridge around the siell, or that wlien leld
between the eye and a strong light show unevenness
of shell, or an air space in the end wlere the egg lias
begun to dry up.

This letter, I amn afraid, is already too long and I
imiust, tierefore, defer wliat I wanted to say on the in-
cubator until nîext ionth.

A very inîteresting article ou " Operatiig the Incu-
bator," by Mr. W. H. Graliaim, Belleville, we are un-
able to squeeze into this issue. It will appear next
mionth. Send ls your experience, failure or other-
wise ; if the former perhaps one of the RniE v's
experts can help you.

" I have sold yiv twenty-five acre farmi and have
imoved into town againî. I have one acre of land and
intend building a good lien house, about 12 X 24 feet,
and I thlought if there is anythiing to learn about
building I want it fron the Poultry Arclitect. I an
just keepinîg tlree breeds, white Rocks, barred Rocks
and black Minorcas, and will divide imy peu in
three parts, witlh good large yards iii suinimer.
There is a mai iii this place wlo lias a fine lien
house and when I can spare timie I will call and
nake a sketch and send it to you and you can let
nie know what you think of it. I will also trv
and get himîî to subscribe for the REVIEW. He is a
iiew beginiier but a great geniuîs and lias lots of
original ideas. Tliere are a ixuinher of others whoni
I will try to get to subscribe. N. A. LotcKs.

Dresden, Jan. 4, 1899.
We cannîîot have too iany. It is onîly by ain in-

creasing list tlat we can further improve REVIEW.
-ED.


