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was not likely that Mr. Dickens should
bo accurato in the other.

‘Chie Protestant Associntion he repro-
sonts as a nonentity.  *'It had never made
any public demonstration ; had scarcoly
if ovor boen heard of save through him;
hind never been seen, and was supposed
by many to have been tho mero cronture
of his disordered brain.” p, 156, Now,
setting asido tho Scoteh riots and pillages
which gave at that time a vory serious
character to all such associations, it is er-
ronegus to represeot this associntion asa
mere cresturc of Lord Georgo Gordon’s,
1t oxisted beforo ho joined it. It contin-
ued to exist, nd was defended by Wesley
long after the riots. It wss started under
the preteace of disseminating tracts against
Popery; and it was only because Lord
George having made himself remarkable
by his doings in Scotland that e was in-
vited to put himself ot its head. So far
from not “having been scen” it had its
ramifications all ovor the island, and at
the very period of the ricts it bad in town
its numerous deputations from the coun-
try to swell its muster roll.* One of the
“divisions of the memorable encamptment
on St. George's Fields was the Scotch di-
vision;—composed of thy flower of the
Scotch residents in London. Besides this,
" it bad well known clergymen as its direct-
ors, and had held numerous public meet-
ings in London, the proceedings of which,
as Liord George’s trial shows, were watch-
ed with suspicion, and carefully minuted
down.t But of whom was the mob in
palace yord composed? The narrators
of the time are not very careful to tell us,
With them the mob was not composed
of human individuals but is a sort of in
comprehensible abstraction which pulld
down housecs and commits all kindsof
crimes and exiravugances. ‘This un-
doubtedly affords great latitude to a writer
of fiction to make up his mob as ho plea-
ses ; and accordingly Mr. Dickens, tho’
ho introduces some psalm singing, yet, on
the whole, mekes tho most important
characters in the mob—ihs leaders and

directors—a set of the lowest roffians and
cut-tbroats. This, however, is a grievs
ous error. ‘The mob was, in most re-
spects, a multiplication of the various phs-
ses of Lord Georgo’s character. There
was religious fanaticism. there was Ja-
cobinism, thet owere, besides, low depra-
vity and crime, which makes the hands
and: fools of most lawless outbreaks. To
understand the true character of the mab,
w0 must vecolleet that it was contempora-
1y with the first demand for Parliamenta-
ry Reform, and pieceded by less than ten
sears, tho sanguinary brutalities of the
French Revolution, which is dimly her-
alded. Bearing these things in mind, Sir
Samuel Romilly who mingled in the
crowd in Palace-yard, shall throw for us
a few rays of light upon this dark scere—
(Memoirs, vol. i.2)

“A miserable fanatic whowaccosted me,
a3t indeed with any friendly design, &g.,
told me that the reign of the Romans had
lasted 100 loog »

If the whule character of the proceed-
ings do not demosstrate the cssentinlly re-
ligious fanaticism of the mob, the follow-

ing direct testimony of tho samo compe-
tont witness may help us to form a sound
opinfon ¢

“{ would fain have mingled in a circlo
which I saw assembled round o femiale
proacher, who, by her gestures and ac-

tions seemed to bo well persuaded, or do-
sirous of persuading others, thntsho was

animated by somo supernatural spirit ;—
but I found it attended with some ltde
dopger. ®* * & & ®
My joining, however, in the No Popery
cry soon pacified my inquisitors, or ra-
ther indeed, gained mc their favor; for
a very devout butcher insistedupon shak-
ing hands with me as o token of his
friendship,

¢] have heard .from three persons
(strangers to each other,) who joined in
construation with the populace, that it
was a curtent opinion -among them that
the king was a Papist. Some wera sure
of it ; they pretended that ho heard mass
privately, and that his confessor had the
direction of all political concerns. A wo-
man told a friend of mine that she hoped
1o sce the streets stream with the blood of
tho Papists.”

But we cannot persue this subject fur-
ther. We might extend our observations:
to » much greater length: but we havo!

said cnough to show the enormous defi..
ciency which we seo in Mr. Dicken’s ver-

cintion patronized by Wesley, intended
threats of violence, and must ave con.

tho Edinburgh disturbances.* This As-
sociation wasa very real and widely-

Al thzir acts of violence were guided by
an instinct of religious fanaticism, how-

been the instruments by whom the vio-
lenco was ectually perpetrated, The in-

his trial proves, andmot gained by the aid
of any strange organization such as thot
of ““Muster Gashford.”} Ha wrote public
and privato.Jetters approving of the law-
less doings of the rioters after the plunder
-had begur.  He was no madman in the
ordinary sense of the word, and if he
were, ho retained unimpaired his infla-
ence and credit with theso gangs of reli-
gious fanalics, long after these disastrous
procecdings. We may add, that while
the Protestant Association oaved its very
oxistence to the example of the success-
ful riots in Scotland, the proceedings in
London were accompanied with similas
outrages in other large towns—Hull, Brise
ta}, &c. and that at the close of the.Par-
| liament, even after. s violent reaction had
setin, Burke was rejected from the repre-
sentation of Bristol for his share in the re-
fusal to Repeat tve Relief Bill—A Bily
10 which public attention had been direct-

cd mainly by the proceedings of the As.

sion of theso lamentable proceedings. " >
There is no doubt that the basis of theso|V:5¢ £eW crimes, despatched two faithful
proceedings was o very inteliigible reli-
gious fanaticism. The Protestant Asso-,

templated direct violeree in imitation of |

independent of Lord Georgo Gotdon.--;

'bis death had been resolved upon in the
over low blackguard cuf-throats may have ! Vatican ! He was, therefore, consequent-

One omission we do particularly regret.
It relates to the peacoable conduct of the
thousands of poor Irish who lived in Loo-
don at that time, and whose wonderful
patienco and forbearance under all kinds
of provocation, wore highly culogized by
Burke. This is a branch of tho subject
which Mr. Dickens has entirely forgot-
ten. We subjoin tho passage from Burke's
speech to which wo allude.t

One of the oldest conjunctions of Athe-
ism and Protestant fanaticism we have

‘ver seen is to be found in the lifo of
Lord Georgoe by Dr. Watson—a profees-
or of the religion of nature, and a rank
Jacobin. The following extract from the.
lifo (relating to about the year 1784) will
{urnish a sufficiect ground for believiog
that the anti-Catholic funaticism of the
riots, was in part Jacobinical. The writer
was an intinte friend of Lord George,
and the book was written to rescue his
frend’s name from obliquy at a time when
no motive but sincere admiration could
bave led to such a task,

“The Holy Fisherman of Rome, who
holds the keys of Paradise in one hand,
and the gates of hell inanother ; who con-
sistently pretends to be the servant of
Servants, whilst be atrogaws 1o himself a

ispensing power over the lives and pro.
perties of men—this spiritual Tyrant,
whose professional practise is ever to de~

Jesuits of the true genuine stamp, provid-
ed with & pardon for alt crimes, past,
present, and to come, and cu condition
that they would assassinate the President
of tha Protestant Association. These
fiends, who cover the darkest and most
dangerous designs with an hypocritical

spread body which had an existence quitc"sunclily, took up thejr lodgings near Wel-

neck-street; but notwithstanding the se-
cresy of the Church, he wasinformed that

Iy, opon his guard, constantly ottesded
'by a fricad,. aud very particular in his

fluenco of Lord Georgo was personal diet.
famong the mob, and et the lobby of the' At this period he happened to fall sick,
House of Commons, as the evidence on jand was under the dizectiuns of his Phy-

‘sicians when theso morstors attempted 10

“excite their orders.  They sent a phial

1filled with a certain liquid, to whick were
‘affixed instruciions apparently written by
;his apothecary, with the stiictest injunc-
tions totake it immediately. As it was
brought by a stranger who hastily de-
parted, it created suspicion, and at the

very moment he was about to swallow the
draught he hesitated, and sent for the

apothecary 3 the imposition was detected,
the medicine analyzed, and found to con-
tain the most deadly poison. These are
the arms which his Holiness employs to
destroy unsuspecting men who oppose the
interests of Popery, and itis to reinstate
his sdherents that Britons are now in
arms; but the genius of liberty is victor-
wus, and witl baflle all the united efforts
of priests aad tyranis.”

This biography was of course weitten during
the war of the French Revalution.

313e who 1ot his lifo in hi: provoked duel with
ggt own_O'Covuell.

® Alaiters were now Jrawing lon crisis. Al
tho greatest iowng sent deputations o Loadon.

Sociation. -

—Watsons Life.of Lord George.

‘| London in 1780,

From ihe Frooman's Journal.

LORD GEORGE GORDON’S MOB.

Our readers will recollect that in a lato
number of the Journal we published &
criticism on ono of the productions of
the popular novelist Dickens, in which ho
gives a very erroncous and absutd por-
traiture of the notorious Anti-popery riots
of Lord George Gordon and his mob, in
Wo have this week
received the following communication on
this subject, from & respected friend -
who wasg, an eyo witness to the terriblo
scenes which. then disgraced the British
capitel, '
[Tho-Lotter roferred to above shall ap-
pear i our next.}

1 Ono of the witnesses had foc months beforo
the riot been transmitting notes of the proceed.
ings of tho Associations, nnd of the speechos
made ot its mestings, to Charles Butler. It was
as well known asany siwilac association in oue’
time.

$ 1t rests on the cvidencs of the Re. Thomas
Bowen, who officiated as choplain jn the Houso
of Commans on the 2nd of June, that his Lord-
ohip addressed thoHouse in these words ;~—Tho

Scotch had no redress till 1Whey pulled down the
mass.houses; (or, **when tho Scoteh palled

down the mass-house they had redress,’?) “Lord
Weymonth then sent official asaurance that the
Act should not ds ecxtended to them: and why
should they be Letter off then you 2
Il The mob expressed their.willingness to leave

he Jobby if X.ord Goorge bid them ; and he was
pressed to doso by tho chaplain (see evidence of
the Rov. Mr. Bowen); but, says the eathusiastic
biograpber, whon the mob asked. whetherthoy
should go hume, Lord George *'cautiously waved
the question, énd told thom that «prebably the
sdseions would soon bréak up, and their petition
be lost forever.”?

§ Thero was a circamstance (justice will not
ssffer mo to pass it over) which, if anything
could enforcs the reasons I have given, woald
fally justify tho act of zclicf, and rendora repeal,
vnnnturally impossible.  If was the bebaviour of
the persccated Romsn Catholics under the acts
of violenco aud brutal insolerce which they sofe
fered, Isuppose thero aro notin London less than
four or fivo thousand of that persaasion from my
country, who-dog great deal of -the most labor-
ions works in the metropolis; and they chiofly
inhabit thoso gynarters, which were the prine ipa.
theatro of the bigoted multitade, Thoy aro knowa.
to he men of sirong arme, and quick feelings, an
more remarkable for a deterniined resolption than
clearideas, or mach faresight. Eat though pro.
voked by sverything that can stic the blood of
men, their bouses nad chapelsin fames, 2nd. wjih-
the most slrocions profsnations of everything
which they hold sacred.before their ores, not o
hand was moved to ictaliate, or even to defund,—
Had a confiiet once begud, the rapd of thoir pes-,
secutora would havo been redoublod, Thus fary

igcreasing by the reserberation of otilragea,honlo
being fired for house, and church for chapel, ¥ am-
convinced that no power under heaven conld.bave
prevented a general conflagration ; and at tbis day
London would bizvo been a tale. Butl am well
informed, and the thing spoaks it, that theircler-
gy exerted their whola inSucnce to keep their
peoplo in sucha siato offorboarance and quiet,2s
when Yook back fAlls me.with satonishment; bat
nat with sstonisbmunt only. Thrir merits on.
that cocasion cughl not to be forgotien ; mor wilt.
they when Engliskrien como to recolicet them-
selvess  1am sere it were far more proper to bave
cailed thom forth ond ;:if'en them the thaoks of"
both Houses of Parliament, thon to kave sufered:
those worthy clergyroen, and excellient citizons, 10+
be huntol into holes a0d corners, whist we aro
making law-minded inquintions inte the nupbey.
ot (heit. people.




