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mortal dreamer Bunyan—Finchley Common, where he spoke bold
words on behalf of religious freedom; Luton, where he spread the
glad tidings of free salvation, and censured what he believed to be
iniquities of priesteraft; Dallow Farm, in a loft of which he took
refuge when pursued because of the truths he had spoken; the
Village of Elstow, in which he was born, and where, in his reck-
less youth, he led a dissolute life; Elstow Church, a venerable
pile, the notes of whose bells had often been wafted on the uir as
he pulled the ropes; and then Bed”ord, where he was imprisoned,
and within the walls of the old gaol wrote «The Pilgrim’s
Progress to the Celestial City.”

Luton is pleasantly situated in a valley between two extended
series of hills. It is the second town in the county; and is the
centre of the straw plait trade. Not far from the station we see
the embattled tower of the church, checquered with flint and
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freeston:. Near Luton we pass a spot of much interest. As the
train runs along the embankment, the traveller may see, about
half a mile to the right, just under a wood that crowns the height
(exactly as depicted by our artist), the gables of an old farm-
house which nestles in the valley. This is Dallow Farm. «In
the persecuting times of Charles II. the Nonconformists met here,
secluded from general observation, for divine worship; and in
the roof of the house is the trap-door by which some of the perse-
cuted Nonconformists escaped from their pursuers. It issaid that
John Bunyan was concealed for several days in this house. When
liberty of conscience was granted by James II, the worshippers
in the Dallow Farm removed to Luton, and formed themselves
into a Christian community.”

The deseription given more than two centuries ago by Camden
of the town of Bedford is true to-day. «’Tis more eminent for
the pleasantness of its situation and antiquity than anything 4
beauty or stateliness.” The name Bedford is said to be the Bedi-



