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M. Coi t.tN<'s new lx 1V is characterized
ahike by great xtrength and great weaknes.

1 lis work, in thc present instance, st unequal,
an I what is sure in he prejudiual if) ham. he

weems at limes to write unler the mfluence
.d what we may cuphemistically call toio ex-

ulerant ani mal spirits. I las style has colour,

ha% blood in it , but he appears not io be
able always to surmwunt hi. own preferences
and prejudices; for ai times he allows his
lkings to carry him to the point of excessive
laudation, and al o:hers tî stud bis book with
unrestrained, and sometimes acridl, comment.

A lcentse of criticism, lacking in judicious.
ness and prolific of biting power, generally
defeats its own ends and destroys faith in the
pi lgment of him who so writes. To this cause,

me apprehend, is due either the silence of the
pre.s or the want of heartiness in nc ticing a

ork which, in many espects, is eminently
worthy of notice, and has in it much of ad.
mirable writing, of uiually sound criticism,
and of laborious, painstaking compilation.

Party predlections, unhappily, are too apt to
c >!our the notices of the press in reviewing
w)rks of a political character; and, in the
case even of our metropalitan journals, il bas
happened that criticism has been influenced
by persna animsity. This is to be repre-
hended, for it is an injustice to literature in
general and a cruel wrong to native letters.
Canadian literature stands in need, not of the
sogging of an irate reviewer, but of the calm,
dignified, and helpful aid of a dliscriminating
but kindly criticism.

Mr. Collins' new book has this further dis-
advantage, that it deals with contemporary
events ; and it is confessedly difficult to see
the.e in their proper perspective, and hard
to write about them without provoking com-
ment. Iarticularly is this the case when
you have an author who has bis own way of

looking ai ting,. and ha' the a<uragr t say
«ha- he thinku. Il 1s thi%, hwever. thal
givet to the present volume its spice and

interestl, and, while dirshang Aith thingis that
nt yet cannot have passe'd frm the public

memory, places them an a specially new and
fresh lght.

The volume it divided into chapters ; the

first dcalng with the arrivai in Canada of
l.ord I.orne and the Princess .inuise. a sec-
tion of the work which has aome Spirt.ed
writing; and the second, with the Iteller
affair. which, thougZh il had lroken oui under
the administration of the pevious Governor-
General, came to be offically dealt with ly
1.ord L.nrne. Chapters three to seven das-
cuss the political and soctal events of the years
18SO-'S 3 , in which occur aome capital hits of
portraiture and clever palitical writlng;
chaptev eight with their Ecellencies' private
and social record ; chapter nine with lit.
erature and the Royaà Society; and chap-
ter ten with Canadian sports, scenery and
pictures. In these several chapters the
reader will Ret an intelligent, a forceful, and
generally adequate idea of the trend of
Canadaan events, at a period of no little
national interest ; while he will have galber.
ed up for future reference much material
illustrative of present-day annals which he
will be glad to find at hand when the occa-
sion calls for historic research. With the
reservation already made, Canadian history
has, in the present volume, had some impor-
tant chapters added to it which those who
keep thenasleves au rour.n with native
thought w.ll not omit to read and find
pleasure and pofit in rading. In the chap.
ter on Canadian ej.,rts and scenery, Mr.
Collins, in our opinion, appears at bis best,
for whatever be his political sagi.city bis
sympathy with nature is undoubted, and bis
descriptions of her varying moods and
charms are delightful. In the appendix
much interesting reading will be found in
Lord Lorne's addresses on art, education,
and kindred topics, whicb add greatly to the
value of the book, and leave on the reader's
mind a favourable impression of His Excel-
lency's administration.

G. M. A.
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