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the arrangements of the State. They
received the highest patronage, tiro-
fessonal chairs were founded Ly the
Emperors, and they were perpetuated
by princely endewments. The pnn-
aple was recognized that the future
wlience of the State was bas:d on
the ecducation of the youth of the
country.

© cxpense.

1f Rome had the Athenaum of the
Caputol, Greece gloried in the most !
. the different branches of education

perfect training schools at Athens.
Those of Plato, Isocrates, and Aris-
totle appeared to discharge the func-
tions of a univeraity in giving to the
most distinguished men of the time
their mental tratuing. [t is held by
some wri *rs that even the external
organization of the university dates
from this period in the history of
Athenian culture, and that the educa-
tional plan and discipline of these
schools represent an early form of the
modern Faculties.

If there were no academic dignities
precisely similar to our modern de-
grees. bestowed at those schools of
antiquity, we may be sure that tne
students hailed with no little satisfac-
tion the annoancement that they had

passed the Trivium or Quadrivium ; |

and we know that in those days, as at

present, it was an object of ambition |

to claim as their Alma Matar a school
which had established the highest re-
putation for excellence.

Turning to Egypt, we find at a
period when internal animosities and
political discords were disturbing all
other countries, when the other na-

tions of the world were ravaged by !

war and were sinking from its effects,
tierature and science were drawn to
Alexandria, and a famous school was
founde¢ which kept alive the embers
of knowledge and preserved mankind
fom relapsing into barbarism.  Alex-
andria, founded nearly three centuries
before the Christian era, became the
repository of all the learning of the
cvilized world. The library of the

i and Medicine.
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Ptolemies, destroyed by Casar half a
century before Chnst, was the finest
in existence. It 1s said to have con-
tained 700,000 volumes. Thus lib-
rary was attached to a magmbhcent
establishment for the culuvation of
learning, in which teachers and scho-
lars were maintained at the king's
This establishment, known
as the Muscum, had a sub-division
into departments or schools, where

were tagght as in the Faculties of a
modern university. ‘The schools were
Mathematics, Literature, Astronomy,
Minor branches were
classified under one of these general
headings, and the schools were }.:c-
sided over by men of great distinc-
tion. Euclid was at the head of the
mathematical school, where his ““ Ele-
ments of (Geometry ” were first studied
—a work which has held its ground
as a text-book for nearly twenty-two
centurics. Pre-eminently the school
of medicine achieved great renown,
and the reputation of having passed
as a student at the Alexandrian
Museum was regarded as a sure pass-
port to professional success. Late
events have particularly directed the
attention of the English-speaking
family to this ancient seat of learning.
A few months ago our tlag was borne
to Alexandria, and the British sailor
directed the grandest engines of de-
struction ever produced by human
skill to silence a people but a few de-
grees removed from barbarism. Such
are the vicissitudes of time. When
the people of the British Islands were
painted savages, and centuries before
they ceased to be barbaric, warring
tribes, the commerce and civilization
of all nations converged at Alexandria.
Alexandria was then the intellectual
metropolis of the world, and it pre-
sented an example of a system of
education from which it may be said
the university of to-day has been
modelled. .



