
TI follow this rule, as we have said,
it may deprive eduration of the ser-
vices, as authors, of those most rom-
pete, . ' prepare school text.ooks.
Dut tis is unavoidable ; thougl it
mua be a question hiow far even the
able and practical teacher is capable
of prelparing so seemxingly slight a bit
of professional work as a school man-
ual. Easy as the task may sceni, it
requmres vastly more than scholarship
and practical acquaintance ivith the
mci/nfguie of the schoolmaster. Edu-
cational book-making, even more than
craftsmanship in general literature,
requires art, skill, and an apprentice-
ship in letters, rarely met with in un-
cultivated fields and in inexperienced
hands. Hence, while there may bc a
higli degrce of scholarship, and a
lengtlhened experience in teaching,
the result of experiments in school
book-making, for lack of literary fit-
ness and aptitude for the work, nay
not he gratifying. Other circumstan-
ces, also, interpose to lessen the
chances of success in native school
book manufacture, and these connect
themselves with the nechanical pro-duction of the wvork, which, in the
mass of instances, requires a largerinvestment of capital ta produce, in
any high degree of artistic and me-chanical excellence, than the limited
field of sale adequately remunerates.
At the same time, it is conceded that
all worthy attempts should be made
to give to our native literature such
works as would be useful ta our
schools, and creditable to Canadian
letters and scholarship. In some de-
lartments of tuition, however, it is tessential that our manuals should be
1wntten, or compiled, from a Canadian
point of viev. We should, of course,
have primers of Canadian history, and s
Our reading books should enshrine huch models of literary or oratorical
ýomposition as Canadian vriters and n

ublicists can a said, fter severe britical appraisemnent, ta have given w

us. Reccnt years have added mui
to the native literature of Canada,which it would be well to bring ta the
notire of our youth ; and it would c
a substantial stimulant of Canadian
inatrintisii and citizenship could such
ibatcrl bc garnered mbo our rcading

ionks and histories. How ricl, too,
in a national and historic literature, is
the carly Frch régime in Canada,
viith avhich few of our youth ever make
ahuaidtance in our schools ; and

ghat could better tire the spirit and
energize the lie af Canadian youtlî

then ta read the stirring incidents of
early missionary and pioneering ad-
venture in tur country with which the
perod is saturated. 0f course such
literature wants careful selecting, and
requires the exercise of a broad catio-
licity of opinion and taste. But the
risk gould not be greater than the
readng, iin aur English histories, of
disquisitions upon the acts of religiaus
bigotry and tyranny in the old world.
Indeed the advantage would be
greatly in favour of our Canadian
annals, for they abound in materiairecording acts of heroism and ef
Christ-like humanity, whiclî shouldmake the heart am every protestant
youth warin ta hîs co-religionist andcauntryman of ta-day, despite aIl he
may have imbibed of distrust for the
religious zealots who have darkened
for hiin the page af English history
by their cruelties and wrong.

But there are other advantages to
ia gained in a national point of view,
n importing into our reading books,
rd into the lessons from our his-

ories, a larger element af specially
vanadian interest. If as a people,ve are ever to grow out of our colon-
al svaddling-clothes, and to fit our-
elves some day for assuming any
igher rôle in national existence intohich the wheel af tue and destiny
ay carry us, it is fot th son toa im-ue aur yauth with that amorparioe

'hich familiarity with the history and

01ur Schoo-1lilaas.


