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CULTIVATION OF FLAX.

Surrciexr has been aaid through the columas
of the Cultivater, to convince any man of @
discriminating mind, that the business of grow-
ing fax and hemp aa articles for the manufac.
ture of cordago for domestic purposes, and al.
80 w3 articles for cexport, is ono which would
handsomely remunerato the producer, manufue
turer and exporter,~\Wo conceive 1t therefore
annecessary w eater 1nto any disquisitionary re.
marks, which would have for their object tho
«cffect of convincing the intelligent reader that,
the the cultivation of these plants would prove
a safe business. T'ho best guaranteo that we can
at presont give on the sulject, is, that wo have
mado up our mind to enter into the cultivation
of both of those plants on an extensive scale, the
zosudts of which will bo subjects of communica.
tion for tho benefit of all 18 soon ag the proper
season armve for their publication,  As a matter
of courso wo havo made ourselves thoroughly
acquanted with overy department of tho man.
agement of there plants, and as we do not be.
licve in the ductnino of withoiding fight from the
populace, or in keeping the poor and unmpstruct.
ed in ttal igaoranco sbout mauers and tlings
connectod with ther own and ther children's
wellare, we shall endeavour convey wstorma-
tion on these subjects through tho colurans of
our jourmal that will be adapted to the compro.
hension of the illiterato ae well as tho learned.

'.l‘he remarks in tho April number, were
writtes in & style that the reader would be ena
bled to furm a preuy correet anc ledge of tho
mode of culiivating the Jand fur fax and hemp,
we shall therefore confine ourselves, at llu;
4ime, almost exclusively to the after manage~
ment of the crop. The management of these
Plantsdiffer a dinde from each other, and aswe
conceive flax tho wost profitable crop of the
wo, a8 the sced 18 more valuable, and the crop
may be safely brought into a regular course of
rotation throsghout the ennre tarm, without any
nisk of seedmg the ground; we shall give a bricf
«detail of the best mode of preparing the fibre of
that plant for marhet, and ajso a fow scasonable
remarhs upun the managementof hemp,

A good crop of flax masy be expected from any
strong land which is fit for the growih of wiicat
—a crop admirably adepted fur a prcparawr;
<rop of flax. On light saudy lands, that have
been under a long course of tillage, the crop
very seldom comes to maturity, or is subject 1o
bhghl‘, wineh rendors 1t scarcely worth manu.
facturing. The hest dessription of soil for itg
cultuze 1s 2 deep vegoiatle mould, resting upon
a calcarevus or porous clayey subsotla Quality
of land whicliis to be found 1y abundance i al.
most every Distric. of Canada.

The best mode of tillag,

1 ¢, Was mven in the
April number of this Jount

nal. ‘Fhe whole pro.
cess may be embraced in a few words—decp
Rutumn plyu,gbsu-.;—lhoruugh spring culture——
!aymg Up nto narrow flat beds—and a light cov.
gring of the seed. ©

The crop ehould stand il the fower pors of
ibe stoli gois a yollowish cast, and tho under
Jc.:vc§ begm w wiilier; except when the flax
1 dcmf;ucd fur un Lxiraordinary fine manufac.
sur.c, i which case it would be better 1o pull
’f M a green state. The furmer 18 the best
tmne when the fibre is intended for twines, the
finest descriptior: of cordage, a.d sccond'mle
,m'cus,-:ho laver for the fincet linens, But
wion the seed iy intended for cxportation, or

forsowing, it should bo allowed 10 stand unul
it is quito ripe.

‘Tho buds or sceds should notbe removed un.
til tho plants become perfectly dry. The best
mode of drying the accd, 18 o vind the plants
juto sheaves the thickness of o mau's thigh'
which ghould bo sct up into long shucks, and al-
lowed to remain until dry.

Tho proper method of scparating the seced
from the stems is by o proocss termed ¢ rippling’
which1s performed with an instrument formed
of a flat board of about twelve inches wide,—
with teon teoth fixod near the end ftke 8 comb.
The implement 1s fastaned 10 any stukding block,
and tho stems aro repetedly drawn by hand
threugh tho teoth untl they are completely
cloared of tho grain, Throshing with & (ait
would answer, if carefully performed. It je
then to be again bound int) small sheaves us
before and either dew or water retied, opcra-
tons on wlich the price of the flax more de.
pends, than almost any otlwr which the grow.
er has to perform, the object Leing to lovsen the
rind and seperate it from the salk. For com.
mon purposes the former way answers, but if an
article bo required for marhet, the latter should
m all cases be practiced.

The process of water retting is one
whte. could be more casily taught by prac-
lice than described on paper, as there are
50 wany circumstances which would intu-
ence the operation, which it would be’ im-
pussible to anticipate unless by actual in-
vestigation and supervission. We shall
notwithstanding venture to give a cursory
description of the best method of perform-
ing this department of the business. Arti-
ficial pits are to be formed at the side of a
river, or iu such a location that it may be
filled with soft water which may be with.
drawn when the plants have become suftici-
ently retted. The depth of the pit should
not exceed four feet, and if six feet wide
and forty long itwill contain the produce of
an English acre. The water should staund
in the reservoir about a fortnight befure the
flax is put in, so that it may be of an equa-
ble temperature, which must be evenly
stored sheaf by sheaf direct and across,—
something after the style of 1wuwing away
sheaves of wheat; and after it has been
hicaped to within about six inches of the
surface it should then be covered with fine
brush and loaded with biacks of wuod or
stone to keep them down. ‘The depth and
choice of the water, and time of steeping,
are all matters of more importance than
are generally inagiued, for if too deep its
action upon the surface and at the bottom
will not be equal ; if hard or taken from a
spring impregnated with mineral substance,
it is found to injure the texture of the flax;
and the time of drawing it from the water
depends both upon those circumstances and
upon the state of the weather, hence the
water should be clear, but stagnant, and
free from mixture with mineral matter ;—
neither should it be shaded by trecs as
some have foolishly supposed, as the sun
and zir should freely act upon it.

Tho latter part of September and the

first of October are the most suitable pe.

riods for steeping in this country, as the
fariner would have leisure time, snd the
weather would be most likely to be of a
suitablo temperature to give an equal and
rapul retting to the plant. No exact time
can bo fixed for the flax to remain in the
water, as it has in some cases been found
sufliciently stecped in five days and in
otherf it hag remained ten and even longer
without injury to tho fibre. It requises
considerable skill and attention to carry out
the process of retting, for if it bo left in
waler too long, the thread becomes soft,
weak, and comparatively useless to the ma-
nufacturer; it would therefore be better to
take it out too soon, than to leave it too
long in tho pits. ‘This process like every
thing else, is govemned by certain rbles,
which if carefully observed, will enable the
operator to perform his work with accuracy.

The two best rules with which we are
at present acquainted, and which will be a
means of avoiding all mistakes. are to re-
move the plants from the pit whea the bub.
bles of theair disappear from the surfice
of the water, and the flax seems to have
settled to the bottom—and to break some of
the stalks about six inches distance, and
if the heart of the stem can be easily
drawn out of the bark, or lint, theu it is
tine to reciove it from the pond; butif it
sull adheres to the mth, it must be con-
tinued in the steep unul they are found to
part freely. The plants at this stages will
have a shiy disagreable appearance.

When removed from the pit or pond the
sheaves are to be unbound and spread upon
slose-fed grass land to dry—the mode of
placing should be simlar to the swarthe of
gramn after bewg lad with a cradle—a
shower or two of ram while in this state
will cleanse and make the flux more valu-
ble.

An improved mode of retting is practic-
ed n the best flax districts of Germany
which dufters from the above, which may
be summed up in the following :—In plac.
ing the bundles in the ponds vertically as
close as they can be possibly packed, in
stead of horizontally ; in immersing the flax
by means of transverse sticke, with that de.
gree of weight annexed which shall not
push it to the bottom, but Jeave it the pow-
er to descend spontaneously towards the
conclusion of the steepage :—by leaving at
first a space of at Jeast ten inches between
the bottom of the pond and the roots of the
flax, and by renewing the water, at inter.
vals of two day’s each. A few experiments
would soon decide the difference between
the two plans.

The Preparation of the Flax consists in
breaking, scutching or swingling as it is
generally termed in this country, and
heckling, which is the final preparation for
market. As the business is yet in its in.
fancy, it will be unnecessary to give a de.
scription of expensive machinary for dressing
~~which will at some future period form s
subject of communication for the benefitof

the grower of flax on an extensive sgale.



