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CULTIVATION O FLAX.

surreou::r has been aaid tsrough the columsa
of the Cultivaier, to convinco any mats ef a
discriinating iind, that die business of grow.-
ing lax and hetp as articles for Ite mlatnufac.

tre of cordage for duiestie purposes, and ..
au sa articles fur expert. i cite wiîich wcssld
handsomely remunerate flho producer, manufue.
turer and exportor,-Wo conceivo ti thereforos
itnnecessary to enter litto any disquiettionary re.
marks, which wouid fiavo for thiir objcct the
effect ofconvincinig the intelligent reader tiat,
teic the cultivation of these plants would prove
a safo busintess. Tihe test guaranteo tait we can
at present give on the sulqect, ie. tsait wo have
mado up our mintio enter into the cultivation
of both of those plaims oi atn extensive scale, thel
reaidts of whicli will bo subjects of conunica.
.tion for tic benefit of ail ns soon as the proper
season arive for ileir publication. As a matter
of course wu bayo made ourselves tioroughly
acquoanted with cvery department of tho mian.
agement of there plants, anld as wte do not be.
lieve in the doctrine of witholding lght fromi the
populace, or ti keepmng the poor and tinistruct-
cd in total ignoranieu about nmatters and tiingas
connected with their own i and their cilildren's
welare, we shall endeavotr tu convey tutorna.
tien on tlesc subjects througI teio colnnsa of
.our journal that wili be adapted to the compro.
lension of the illiterato ap well as teic (earned.

The renarks iii the April nuinber, were
written in a stylo that the reader would lie cita-

'bled to frmt a pretty correct nc ledge of thel
mode of cutivating the land for gaz. anid henp,we séal thereftoe confine ourselves, ut this
tne, aliost exclusively t ftie aflter mranage..
ment of the crop. The ianagement of these
plactdiffer a little fron cach oilher, and aswe

lonceive fiax ti most prtoiable crop of tie
two, as te seed is more valuable, and the crep
ina' ha safely brouglit itto a regular course of
rotation throaighout fite etiro larm, withoui any
risk ci seedog the ground ; we shall give a brie
,detail of the best mode of preparing the fibre ci
thai plant for market, and also a few seasonable
reiarLs tupon the management of ltemp.

A good crop of fax ttsy be expected froin any
srong land which is fit for the growih of whlear,
-a crop adtirably adapted for a preparatory
,crcp o1f lux. Osi Elit 8-iudy lande, tisalt have
been under a long courso'f sillag, it crap
very seldom cornes to naturity, or is subject te
bliglt, Winch trudemr st scarcely er t iats
facturing. The best description cf sow for its
culture is a deep vegetabie mould, restina upen
a calcaroous or porous clayey subsoil--- quality
of land which is to b foudti in abundance tn ai
most every Distri of Caitada.

The best mode of tillage, was given ti th
April number cf tiis journal. 'lTe ihio pro
cess may be emtîbraced in a few words---deetur
.autunît ploUghiit--.thoroughb spring cuIîurc_
laying up into iarrow ilat beds-and a light covçring of tie sec,.-

The crop should stand tilt the loweripart oIho stalk ges a yelloaVbt cas, ai di e onde
le.tves begutio tu uiiier; except wienî the flala Jeigted (For tn t.xtraordiitary fite riainufai
turc, in which case it woud be better to puit in a greei state. Tito formtr ta ic tctlette wihen the fibre is intended fur twmies, th
lcst descriptioc of cordage, a. d second rat
menîcî,-.:h latter for tc finest linens. Bt
when11 the sdti is intcnded fe exportation, C

for eowing, It should be allowed to stand until
it is quito ripe.

Tiht buds or seeds should not be removed un.'
il the plants becomno perfectly dry. The best
mode of drying the seed, 1s to butid the plants
into eheaves tho tlickness of a manl's thighi,
which should bo set Up into long shucke, and al.
lowedto remaia until dry.

Tho proper metihod of separating the seed
from ie stemîs is by a process termned - rippling
wich is performed with an instrument formed
of a fBat board of about twelvo inches wide,-
with iron tecth fixed near site end hlko a conb.
The implement ts fastaned to anystading block,
and te ateus arc repetedly drawn by hand
thrmugi the tooth until ithey ara conpletely
cloared of lte grain. Thîrashîing Midi a (lit
would answer, if carefully performed. It h.
then to bc again bound int- smail shfeaves as
before and either dow or water retted, opera-
tions on wlich the price of ft flax more de.
pends, liait almost any otier whici the grow.
er lias te performi, the object being to loosen the
rind and seperate it front the stalk. For coi.
mon purposes the former way answvrs, but if an
article he required for narkot, tie latter should,
i ail case- bc practtced.

The process of itter reuing is one
wbuc.ý could be more easily taught by prac-
Lice than described on paper, as there are
so many circumistances which would intlu-
ence the operation, which it wouid be itti-
possible te anticipate unless by actual il-
vestigation anld supervission. We shall
notwithstanding venture te give a cursory
description of the best iethod of perform-
ing titis department of the business. Arti-
ficial pits are to bc formed at the aide of a
river, or iu such a locatioun that it msay be
filled with soft vater which nay be with
drawn wsen the plants have become suilici-
ently retted. The depth of the pit should
net exceed four fte, and if six feet wide
and forty long itwill conitain the produce ot
an Enîglish acre. The water should stand
in the reservoir about a fortaigit befure the
flax is put in, sO that it may bu of at equa-
ble temperature, wlhiclh mîubt be evenly
stored sieaf by sheaf direct and across,-
somiiething after the style of lauwmtig away
sheaves of vlcat; and after it hai beeun
lIcaped to within about six incites of the

. surface it should thein be covered with fine
brush and loaded with bkocks of vood or
stone to keep thera down. Tie depti anda
choice of the water, and tiie of steeping,
are ail matters of more importance thian
are generally imagited, for if too deep its
action upon the surface and at the botton
will not be equal ; if hard or taken from a
spritg impregnated with minerai substance,

. it is foutnd te injure the texture of tie Biax;
anld the time of drawing it fromt the water

riods for sleeping in this country, as the
farmer would have leisure tine, and the
weather vould be most likely te be of a
suitable temperature to give ant equal and

rapid retting te the plant. No exact lime
can bo fixed for the flax te romain in lte
water, nas it lias in some cases beent found
sufliciontly steeped in five days and in
utiert it lias remained ten and even longer
without injury te tie fibre. It requires
considerable skill and attention te carry out
fho process of retting, for if it Le left im
water te long, the thread becomes soft,
weak, and comparatively useless te tie ma-
nufacturer; it would therefore be better te
take it out too soon, titan te leave it to

long in the pits. TIis process like every
thing else, is governed by certain rules,
which if carefully observeti, will enable the
operater te perfori his work with accuracy.

Tihe two best rules with which wc are

at present acquainted, and which will be a
mens of avoiding al inistakea. are te re-
inove the plants front the pit whessi the bub.
bles of tihe air disappear from the surfce
of the water, and ttic flax seems tu have
settledt te lie botton-and te break some of

the stalks about six inches distance, and
if the ieart of the stens cans be easily
drawn out of tise bart, or int, thei it is
tune te rer love It fromn the pond ; but if it
stl adheres to the pith, it must be con-
tnued in the steep until they are found te

part frcely. Tihe plants at this stage• will
have a shtny disagreable appearance.

Whien removed from the pit or pond the
sheaves aie te be unbouind and spread upon
slosc-fed grass land to dry-the mode of
placîng should be simîlar te the swarthe of
grain after beiug latd with a cradle-a
shower or two of rai while im this state

itdl cleanse and make the faux more valu.

Atn improved mode of retting is practic.
cd i the best flax districts of Germany
which difétrs from the above, which may
bo summed up in the following :-Is plac.
ing the bundles in te ponds vertically as
close as they cat b possibly packed, in.
stead of lorizontally ; in immersing the gax
by means of transverse sticke, with that de.
grec of weight annexed which shall net
push it t0 tohe bottom, but leave it the pow.
er to descend spontaneously towards the
conclusion of the steepage :-by leaving at
first a space of at least ten inches between
the bottoma of the pond and the roots of the
flax, and by renewing the water, at inter.
vals of two day'es each. A few experiments
would soon decide the difference between
the two plans.

The Preparation of the Plax consists in
depends both upon those circuistances and breaking, scutching or swingling as it is
upon the state of the weather, hence the generally termed in this country, and
water should b clear, but stagnant, and heckling, which is the final preparation for
free from mixture with muieral matter;- market. As the business is yet in its in.
neithter soula it be shaded by trees as fancy, il will ho unnecessary te gve a de.
some have foolishly supposed, as the sun scrption ofexpensive machinary fordressing
and air hould freely fet upon it. -whiclh will at some future periods form a

The latter part of September and the subject of communication for the benefitof
first of October are the most suitable pe. the growQr of fax on an cxtensive slWe.


