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suit his own purpose, nntil by continued improve-
ments and successive developments they not only
greatly exceed unaided nature, bur smaetines be-
come altogether monstrous. Ihe cabbage which
in a state of nature hasa touzh and slender stem
end weighs perhaps ene cuanee 5 by julicious
culture becomes suceslent, and changes toa
heart or eluster, often weighing fron 20 to 51 1hs.t
one of that weight having been exhibited in Eng-
land last year. Wheat, barley, and eois ina
wild state are thin and weagre, and of little or
no value; by cultivation they become large and
plump, and. perhaps, the most important clements
of subsisteuce for both man aud beast.

"Lrees and stems too of all I wls beeame liable
to great changes. The native ={ the mountain
when transplanted in the valley grows with great-
er ripidity, but the timber becomes softer and
less durable ; whilst the tece of the valley, when
removed to the mountain beromes ol slower
growth and more stunted form but the timber is
tougher and more lasting.  § mizlit go wa to
enumerate the various fruits whese propertics are
changed by cultivation both in guality, size, and
colour, so as to render them alinost beyoud re-
cognition ; such as the plum proceeding from the
sloe, the apple from the crab—the peach and
nectarine from the almoud—the orange and
lemon from the lime—the garden cherry fron
the witd one, &e.; but T have cnumerated quite
suflicient examples to show very clearly the vast
advantage to be derived by eiicient enltivation,
and the beautiful and mereiful adaptation of the
nature of the vegetable kingdem to the bouniful
supply of the wants and growing requireinents,as
well as the pleasures and gratifieations of eiviliz-
ed man, if he only exert his indestry and skill to
cultivate.

Perhaps it would be well now to state what
constitutes eflicicnt cultivation of the seil, taking
it in an AGRICULTURAL point of vicw, in the en-
larged meaning of that word.

As the famous anthoress of the Cookery Book,
Meg Dedds, in deccribing how 1o cook a hare.
begins with, ¢ IMirst eatch the hare,” so perhaps
T may say, Fivst get the farm, and let it be «uch
a2 one as is best suited tg the means of purchas-
ing and stocking, and to the amount of capital
and labour svhich can be brouzht to bear uponit.
The larger the extent of cleaved land, the staal-
ler proportionate capital will it require :—Thus
a farm of 150 acres cleared may Le managed
(after having secured the frechold) with a capiza)
of 20s. per acre; whilst a farm of 50 seres will
requive 30s, per acre, supposing both farmers
1o be proprieters of the seil, and working men.
1f not working men a larger capital will be re-
quired, and the returns will be muchless. There
are very few farms in Canada that would support
an idle would be gentleman,

TRANSACTIONS GI THE

B i D D T e ————

Ilaving procured the farm, (always supposing
it to be partially cleared.) perbaps the first and
most important of all agricultural knowledge is
that of a proper rotation of crops, suited to the
soils under cultivation.

ROTATION OT CROPS.

T set out with an assertion that may be new
to many, but which I believe is perfectly correct
and Larae out by esperienee, that naked summner
fullows ure, in a gencral way, extremely injurious
to the soil and onght not to be tolerated, except
where there are stumps or’stones to be removed,
for doinz which there is not time cnough except
during the sammer months.  The exposure of
the soil to the heat of the sutamer sun weakens
its vital powers and exhausts its richest proper-
ties.  If light land the exhalation 1 enders it still
lighter 5 il heavy land it extracts vegetable juices
and leaves it less nutritious than it would have
t beenif proteated frem the sun. In the best agri-
tcultural eountries in Britain the naked fallow is
{ abandoned and the land is kept elean by a constant
; suecession of drilled and heavy sinothering crops.
i For this parpowe the live course husbandry is very

generally followed, (perhaps more so than the

four course, which 1s also very much adopted)
tunder the five course husbandry one fifth of the
i farm s each year occupied as hercunder deserib-
é ed:i—1st, Diilled crop, Turnips or Potatoes;
t Ind, Barley 5 3r¢d, Clover meadow ; 4th Pas-
ftares Dth. Wheat, or Beans; varied occasion-
ially to 4th, Wheat, 5th, Oats though it is not
approved to sow two grain erops in succession.
+ This beautiful system keeps the land always in
| prime eondition, and no ene crop being too often
“repeated, the propertics of the soil necessary for
. 1ts growth are not exhausted, nor too large de-
mands made upon the particulay properties requi-
site Tor the growth of particular crops. Perbaps
in Canada it would be impossible to follow tlus
rotation because we have not tie artificial ma-
nures, such as bone dust, pil cake, guano, &e.,
! to cultivate so large a proportion of drilled crops ;
[ but we ought to approsimate to it as much as
" possible, and at all events endeavour to avoid
i naked failows except where absolutely necessary.
The expense of naked fallows unaccompanied
for one year by any retwrn—the two yeurs’ rent
. or intevest of pwrehase moncy which is just the
same, the extra plowings and diggings, which ef-
feet vo more iu the way of cleaning than a good
swothering crop, all these are such heavy draw-
backs from the profiis of the wheat crop, (cost-
ing—independent of manuring, which would have
{o be done at any rate—at least 25s. per acre,)
that every farmer showld avoid naked summer
{allowing as much as possible.  To avoid the
necessity “for ity the manure for the drilled erop
might be got out in autumn and plowed down as
socn as it is drawn onf, and the land will
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