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,slave 20s., horse 30s., marc or cuit 20s., as or
mule 12,., cow 53., ox 6., swine la. 3d., sheep
la., goat 2d. The lands belonging to the Churth
aere, gencialy, the beut îultihated. The moniks
thenaIes eigaged iii the labours uf the field
as a mealis of bapport. Thun, as nonx, the su
perior education, and conssuquent iiitelligence, of
our clergy enabled them to improv.e agriulture.

1066 to 1400.-In the eleventh century Wil-
liam the Norman conquered England, and the
foreign knights and others who accompanied
him, or who afterwards settled here, made
many improvements ini horticulture and agricul-
ture. They were. hovever, grent game pre-
servers, and their torst laws for its preservation
were severe in the extreme. They delighted in
the chase, planted the New Forest, and con-
verted many extensive tracts of country into
woodland as shelter for their gaine. Their
ruined castles abound in Essex and Suffolk.
Within three miles of Tiptree Hall is a fine
specimen of their arc'.stecture, called Layer
Marney tower-the adjoining church coitaining
effiges of the Layer Marney family. As a rule
they selected good land. Tie population was
now estimated at about two millions. The
drainage of the fens of Cambridge and Lincoln-
shire wvere commenced at this period, A.i. 1220.
Our Scotch friends were conbidered behind us in
farming. Essex was one vast forest, and stood
foremoat in Domesday Book for its number of
pige, which there found their food under oak
and beech trees-the number was 92,991-Hert-
fordshire having only 30,705. A great many
goats vere kept as stock; and, even now, very
old men tell me of the flerce she-goats which
tushed out upon them, ome eighty years since,
when Tiptree Huath was a wild and wooded
waste. Lords of the manor had considerable
priileges. They monopolized all the water
m'lis their tenants wure cumpelled to send
their corn to be ground. The Lord of the manor
monopolized also the privileges of baking his
tenant's bread at the common - fourie." Wind-
mailla were not known in England until about
1150. The shoeing of hores with iron is not
supposed to have been used before the Conquest.
Horses were rarely used in agriculture. As
there is much discusbion now about wearing
beards, it may be interesting to know that our
laity ail wore beards until the Nornian Conqueet;
so I suppose the Normans cropped as well as
conquered us. They were, themselves, close
shaved or croppen, for the spies reported to
Ring Harold that they had whole re«ime.nts of
priest, inferrinîg from the practice o? our then
clergy that clue cropping and priestcraft were
synonymous i our agricuhurists will, therefore,
be justified by precedenm in discarding their
.razors. Landowners were not without their
troubles; fo'r in the reign of Edward 11. (1307,)
the estate. of the eider Spenser, in Suffolk, was
ravaged by bis enemies, who carried off 28,000

sheep, 1,000 uxen and heifers, 1,200 cows a
their cahes for two years, 500 cart hoies, a
3,000 hogs. In 1317 h.rN eat - as all gatherd
by the let september, and wheat feull to L.
twelfth of the pri.e ut which it had becns
a few nieeks previouily. Th-: fluttuatios ne
price of corn suum to have becn muLAI grenr
foriunely than of latw µars. In 1202 and L2U3g
was 12s. per quarter, 1237 3s. 4d., 1243 and 12#
29., 1216 16s., 1257 21s., 125q 20s., 1270 06,.
and also £6 S., 1286 2s. Sd. and aiso 16,
Considering the high %value of money ut those
periods, it is easy to imagine what sufferin,
starvation and diseuse must have followed t
years of scareity. Such enormous fluctuatics
could only .,rise from a concurrence of othermeis
with an uni ropitious season, such as invasio,
civil war and rebellion, from which, thanè Go,
we are now exempt; and we ought highlyto
prize tie blessings of good governmnent ai
good laws, well administered, which we ri
enjoy• Much of our progress is founded ont
conviction that life, Pnd property, and libert
are secure in this happy country. Farmersn
no longer called villains and churls, subject
any moment to do military or other service,g
the command of their lords; nor have theyt
guard their flocks and property agaist L
thousands of robbers and murderers who fo
merly infested this country. The proportiond
pasture land to arable gradually decreased, bi
was still as twenty to one. The steward of ii
manor (Hawsted, in Suffolk) kept the nanord
and farm stock accounts in Latin. Tins wot'
now puzzle some of our modern stewards.

A.D. 1100 to 1480.-During this period cu
flock-maste..- ii.uAt have impro,ed the qualitc.
their ' the chcap and principal com»
dity of realm," for it was hi ghly esteemd
abroad, and the demand exceedc the supà.
I presurne the mutton was albo improved, g,
that the animals were better fed, for in fore
times sheep were kept for thuir wool orli.
"Villains", were gradually emaicipated, andi
came frec labourers, and a new clase of en!z
tors arose, paying money rents. At the ihr
stcad 'Manor Far m, Suffolk (Sir T. Cul!uiu
the produce of sixty-one acres of iheatforth
years was two huidred and ten quarters, as.
nine bushels per acre, and, as the price was loi
this was nu doubt a good crop, and certaini tL
farming n onld be quite equal to or above tL
aýerage. The quantity of seed sown wasIn
and-a-half bushels, so that the returu was bâd
four to one. The produce of the diffe1

grains at thaï. period, on hat farm, was-A'
8 bushels, barley 12, peas 12, and oats6-sTS,
small return for for the quantity of seedsofflnu
something like whati i now grown inmnUyfo 59
countries that supply our market. lu the
teentth century much arable land was laid dt
to pasture, on account of the high price of v'
and also because -of the.scarcity 'ofdabou.
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