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slave 20s., horse 30s., mare or colt 20s., ass or
mule 12s., cow 3s., ox 63., swine ls. 3d., shecp
1s., guat 2d. The lands belonging to the Church
werg, sencially, the best cultivated. The monks
themsclves engaged in the labours of the field
as o meaus of sapport.  Then, a8 now, the su
perior cducation, and cunsequent iutelligence, of
our clergy cnabled them to improve agriculture.
1066 to 1400.—In the eleventh century Wil-
liam the Norman conguered England, and the
foreign knights and others who accumpanied
him, or who afterwards settled here, made
many improvements in horticulture and agricul-
ture. They were, however, great game pre-
servers, and their forest laws for 1ts preservation
were severe in the extreme. They delighted in
the chase, planted the New Forest, and con-
verted many extensive tracts of country into
woodland as shelter for their game. Their
ruined castles sbound in Essex and Suffolk.
Within three miles of Tiptree Hall is a fine
specimen of their arc’atecture, called Layer
Marney tower—the adjuining church cordaining
effiges of the Layer Marney family. As a rule
they selected goud land. The poptlation was
now estimated at about two millions. The
drainage of the fens of Cambridge and Lincoln-
shire were commenced at this periud, A.p. 1220,
Our Scotch friends were considered bebind us in
farming. Essex was one vast forest, and stood
foremost in Domesday Book for its number of
pigs, which there found their food under oak
and beech trees—the number was 92,991—Hert-
fordshire baving only 30,705, A great many
goats were kept as stock; and, even now, very
old men tell me of the fierce she-goats which
tushed out upon them, sume ¢ighty years since,
when Tiptree Heath was a wild and woouded
waste. Lords of the manur had considerable
privileges. They monopulized all the water
mills; their tenunts were compelled to send
their corn to be ground. The Lord of the manor
monopolized alsv the privileges of baking his
tenant’s bread at the common * fourne.” Wind-
mills were not known in England until about
1150. The shueing of hurses with iron is not
supposed to have been used before the Conquest.
Horses were rarely used in agricultare. As
there is much discussion now about wearing
beards, it may be interesting tv know that our
laity all wore beards until the Norman Cunquest;
8o I supposs the Normans cropped as well as
conquered us. They were, themselves, close
‘shaved or croppen, fur the spies reported to
King Harold that they had whole regiments of
‘priests, inferting frum the practice of our then
clergy that cluse cropping sad privsteraft were
synonymous ; our agricalwrists will, therefore,
be justified by precedent in discarding their
rezors. Landuwners were not without their
troubles; for in the reign of Edward II. (1307,)
the estate.of the elder Spenser, in Suffulk, was
ravaged by his enemies, who carricd off 28,000

sheep, 1,000 usen and heifers, 1,200 cows mmy
their calves fur two years, 500 cart horses, i
3,000 hugs. In 1317 harvest 5as all zathey -
by the 1st September, and wheat fell 'ty o
twelfth of the price at which it had been 54
o fuw wechs previowsly.  The fluctuations ingts’
price of curn scem to have been muca greg
formetly than of late years, In 1202 aad 123,
was 12s. per quarter, 1237 3s. 4d., 1243 and 13y
28., 1246 168., 1257 21s., 1258 20s., 1270 %
and also £6 8s., 1286 2s. &d. and also 16
Considering the high value of moncy at th
periods, it is_easy to imagine what sufferny
starvation and disease must have followed il
years of scarcity. Such enormous fluctuatizg
could only ..rise from a concurrence of other ey
with an unj ropitious season, such as invasy
civil war and rebellion, from which, thank G
we are now excmpt; and we ought highlyy
prize the blessings of good government af’
good laws, well administered, which we w
enjoy. Much of our progress is founded ons
conviction that life, ond property, and libet,
are secure in this happy country. Farmerw
no longer called villains and churls, subjeds
any moment to do military or other service,d
the command of their lords; nor have the
guard their flocks and ‘}aroperty against th
thousands of robbers and murderers who fir
merly infested this country. The proportions
pasture land to arable gradually decrcased,
was still a8 twenty to one. The steward of
manor (Hawsted, in Suffolk) kept the manerid!
and farm stock accounts in Latin. This wodi
now puzzle some of our modern stewards.

A.D. 1100 to 1480.—During this period &2
flock-maste.. n.ust have improved the quaiityd
theirr wu.l, “the cheap and principal comm
dity of L. realm,” for it was highly esteend
abroad, and the demand exceeded the Suppl
I presume the muttun was also improved, &
that the animals were better fed, for in fome
times sheep were kept for thcir wool ol
4 Villains' were gradually emancipated, andk
came free labourers, and a new class of cin
tors aruse, paying money rents, At the Hi
stcad Manor Farm, Suffolk (Sir T. Collunt
the prodace of sisty-one acres of wheatforthn
years was two hundred and ten quarters, s
nine bushels per acre, and, as the price 7217
this was nu doubt a goud crop, and cerlainlft:
farming wonld be quite equal tu or abovel
average. The quantity of seed sown wasin
and-a-half bushels, so that the return was b
four to one. The produce of the difte
gTains at that perivd, on that farm, was—ste
8 bushels, barley 12, peas 12, and oats 6—87,
small return for fur the yuantity of seedsorn®
sumething like what is now grown in many fore}
countries that supply our market. Io the
teenth century much arable land was laid &

to ({;asture, on account of the high price of ¥
and also because of the scarcity ofdabour. (3



