
LORD DORCHESTER

down to us any very lucid pictures of the man in
his hours of ease among friends or family. Happily
bis official correspondence, spread over sixteen busy
years, reveals much of that side of his character
which is most vital to the appreciation of a great
proconsul. His jealousy for the honour of the Brit-
ish Crown and impatience of everything mean, dis-
honest or unjust that would cast a slur on it, was a
leading note in bis career. His kindness of heart was
a byword, while his fair and liberal treatment of the
king's new subjects, in accordance, as he thought,
both with policy and justice, never wavered, though
it often brought him temporary unpopularity with
one side or the other. For this, however, or its oppo-
site, Dorchester cared very little. Of strong personal-
ity and extreme independence of character, he was
never swayed for a moment by what men might say
or think of him; but bis instincts were true and his
heart was sound. Even those who suffered, as a rule
j ustly, from the first never denied the second. Thougli
distinctly a grand seigneur and with a reserved man-
ner, bis qualities of head and heart must have been
all the greater to procure for him the large measure
of affection and esteem with which he was generally
regarded. And this reputation, it should be remem-
bered, was steadily maintained through two long
terms of eight years apiece, so widely sundered that
they almost represented two different generations
of Canadians. No cases of undeserved hardship or
neglected merit seein to have been too insignificant
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