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Ambaflador at the Ruflian court. At firlt, we
intended to tranfmit only a concife journal of
our proceedings ; but, after mature confideration,
Captain Clerke was of opinion, that the whole
account of our difcoveries might fafely be com-
mitted to the care of a man, who had given the
ftrongeft proofs of probity and virtue. Confider-
ing alfo, that a very hazardous part of the voyage
was ftill to be performed, he refolved to fend,
by him, the whole of Captain Cook’s journal ;
together with his own, from the death of that
commander, till our arrtval at Kamtfchatka;
and alfo a chart of our difcoveries. Mr. Bayly
and Mr. King alfo determined to fend an account
of our proceedings to the board of longitude.
From thefe precautions, had any accident befallen
us, the Admiralty would have become poffeffed
of the principal falts of our voyage. It was
farther refolved, that a {maller packet fhould be
difpatched from Okotfk, which the Major fup-
pofed would reach Peterfburgh by December;
and that he expefed to arrive there himfelf in
February or March.
The Major was entertained alternatcly in the
two fhips, as well as we were able, the three fol-
‘ Hlowing days. He departed on‘the 25th, and was
faluted with thirteen guns; the failors, at their
own requeft, exprefling their regard for him by
three cheers. Mr. King and Mr. Webber attend-
od him, the next morning, fome few miles up
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