B HE troubles « ‘between Japanese
7 and foreigners at Shanghai aris-
ing out of the unfair actions and
insulting. manner of the Japanese
constuiar authorities, which gave

rise to ‘the recent rioting during:

- which British bluejackets beat
off a’'mob of " rioting .. Japanese
who exceeded them ten to one in

number, -has been. prevailing for some time,"

according‘to mail‘advices from the big: cityon
the“"Whangpe.
Ethics”. the Norgh China Daily: News, most in-
fluential ofiforeign newspapers in China; says,
under date of ‘August1§:. e

£ < i

+Recent-proceedings wat+the | Japanese c_bn- »

sulas,‘court an. this. settlement have aroused a '
« storin' - of contempt " and indignation, which:

tends;-not’ uimattirally,,to vent itself in’ pre-

judice against:tlie niation, atslarge. We should |
be-léth,-however,  to believe that:the exhibition

ine_lg froni the ‘Japanese consular bench last
Mon ;
authoritative Japanese circles. The difficulty

of finding ‘a niore creditable holder of the ‘of-'

fice.may” prevent an immediate change on the
Benth; but:it is notito be.-supposed that the

magisterial - excesses of -that octasion will he -
passed without notice. - Some«ndication of the.

elementary stage in.which :Japaheése “justice
still finds. itself 'is. given by the sentence = of

- three :days’ imprisonment passed yesterday:on

a Japanese- for assaulting-a ricsha. coolie. A
few days ‘ago the same magistrate informed

one_of ‘his nationals that he was justified in"

assaulting .ricsha coolies; but it would seem
as if 'in the meantime the tyro had been taken
to task’'by his superior, and when he sumiions
up courage to punish the offender.
“Clearly, if an important-centre as.Shanghai
with “a «Japaniese ‘population of several thou-
sand can only. be provided ‘with such an.irres-
ponsible-and-erratic | official, the ‘supply -of
magistrates in' Japan nmiust-be.most limited. It
is impossible, however, to:forget tie ‘strain
put upon:the country by ifs ‘newly’ acquired
imperial obligations, and we may “hop “sthat

In an leditorial on’*Japanes¢ .

ay finds swpport . or  commiendation, in :

¢ S : F i i £ va
the studied moderation of the British govern-

ment ‘in: making. friendly representations will ’

be more eifective than the captious criticism

which "Japan. is likely  fo. meet with else:.

where. “In"the ‘meanwhile, however, a grave
‘injury has besn dealt ‘go']a'ﬁan’s prestige by
the action'of its official in:the consular court
' last Monday, and it i8"this aspect of the case
that should be borne jn mind in Tokio. .

. After refertifig to_ the piracy. “of . trade~.
marks ‘of foreign:merchants«by. Japanese; ‘the «
Shanghai:paper ‘goes .on 10, say: “This attitude
of the Japanese gdvernment, together. with the.

-apparent partiality of its courts (of law-where

disputes :between_its .nationals and, foreigners<

;are involyed; lends color 4o the belief thaticer- »
tdin-psychological chdratteristics ‘of ‘the Jap-. = .
apese Will, always prevent -ther~ from. con=: 1€

+forming to. the European. Standard
tional anorality; - We. should.be ;

scribe 'to this view,. for we ptefer to: think that - thees T4 e

the short-comings of the Japatiese, which.are,
unfortunately, bringing the nation rapidly irto
world-wide ill repute, are dne mote to a lack
“of ‘suitable personnel for their ithperial re-
. quirements_than. to an ineradicable wvicious-
ness in'the hation. The piracyiof tradeanark:
as.well ‘as; the 'maladministratioft of justice
are . s0 clearly -inimical , to. the interests of
Japan-at this juncture, that. no  ‘government
‘with' the’ native shrewdness of the' Japanese
would allow' them to' bé ‘perpetuated, if it
possessed to hand the machinery to stop them.
In the former we may mote the relics of Orient-
al Ishmaeélismat work; waich“drives each man
to rely solely upon guile to #orward his own
interests to ‘the ' detriment of those of ' his
neighbor; the latter is due to the fact that the
demands of the, courts have altogether _out-
stripped the supply of capable nfagistrates and
judges. BN s R
"BHe North China’ Daily News prints . a
verbatim report- of the ‘trial before, T, Taka-
shima, the Japdnese polige magistrate sf J.. O.
Kifura, a - Japanese, and “nine_sailots of the
 Japanesk” cfuiser’ 'Niitakay'* gecaseliof: heing
drunk-and  disorderly, ‘assaglting!” & *’ticsha

. eprovince;< The--whol
* chants there, taking-

. BT the'calamity caused by .
flood, formed “a’ ring ‘and ‘bougit.up :all the
rice that was available in the. different: thay-
kets. - This sent the ‘price of the commodity
from 3 taels 1 mace per picul to 6 taels 1 mace
in the beginning of the current month:/ - The
avaricious merchants not being satisfied  with

the enormous profits they were making have

fately actually refused to sell rice to the poor
country people of the distressed  districts,
knowing that these people would ask for a re-
duction of price.. Whenever they came to
make a purchase they were told that there
was no rice in stock. The country people
were very angry over the matter but could
do nothing to ventilate their. wrath, The af-
fair was heard of by . the notorious Pirate
chief, Luk Lan Hing, who on the 1oth inst.,
about dusk landed at Chan Cheun with over
15 dragon boats filled with pirates and per-
sonally visited several of the leading rice
merchants, ‘whom he presented with visiting
cards bearing the formidable characters “Luk
Lan Hing.” Having asked their surnames he
left. a letter with each of them and told them
to' act in strict accordance with the contents
of the letter. Every one of the merchants
was in a state of great terror when Luk put in
his appearance in their shops as they did not
know the object of his visit. Shortly after the
departure of the robber chiei and when their
apprehensions were over they opened the let-
ters the gist of 'which was asifollows: i

- “Ibeg respectfully to inform you that on
account of the recent disastrous flood the of-
ficials and people of all trades and professions
have rendered assistance in every possible way
to alleviate the sufferings of those in distress
while you are hoarding up grain to sell at
high prices.
to .the appeal of the hungry but you have
refused to sell fice to the people of the
.distressed district. You are devoid of virtue
and your conduct is Yabeminabie. I. hereby
give you notice that within one month from
today you are required to dispose of all your
rice at cost price atid only ‘on this condition
peace will remain between us, and if you do
not repent and reform yotr doings I will sum-
mon and command my brothers to rob all
your grain, convey: it by vessel to the dis-
tressed districtsffor distribution amongst the
sufferers, and exact a finé of $200,000, in
atonement of your crime and faults.  If you do
not have this sum in readiness I will inflict
the severest punishmegt, etc., etc.”

The merchants after reading the- letters
held a meeting with the intention of reporting
the matter to the authorities, but, upon  fur-
ther reflection decided to drop the matter as
they feared the officials would punish them
for hoarding up the grain and raising its price;
on the other hand they dare not keep up the
price for fear of Luk acting up his“word. It
:s reported that last week the price of riceiin
Cian Cheun had dropped to 3 taels 2 mace
per picul and now to 2 taels 7 mace 6 candar-
eens; in the latter price the merchants are
losing 3 mace per picul. Fhis fluctuation has
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“coolie.and a foréign’ woman of low character

in. Boone Road, Shanghai; in-which: the unfair
manner .used by the Japanese magistrate in
cross-examining and insulting the British
police officials -is' shown. The. report ‘says:
*Police ‘Sergeant Moonan deposed as to' the
order. in' which. four of the accused were
brought’to the police station; tlie ‘rest of the
accused were brought 'in Within ‘the ‘next
couple of miniitgs. ;. Three foreign police and
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_amfold’yon went there
“His' Worship s One of -the aceused; days

that ‘'you went upstairs it

“him there. i B B AR
ST arrested him in the sfreet; he wa?s‘,.gne
of the fout who attacked me.. .. 7=
“His ‘Worship (to Inspector Bouwrke)s 1
think this witness’ is’ telling liés, because: he
went upstairs.
~ “Inspector Bourke: On whose evidence can
you say that? You have heard the corrobor-
ated- evidence of these men and the Indian
constable.'that he did not go into the” house
except as far as he was_dragged. in. \Jdn Sup-
port of this statement his cloth=s, which have
been mauled by the accnseds have been pro-
duced. I do not'see why his dvidence should
not be believed, a3 it\is only natural that the
accused would ‘try’ to ‘make up a- story"for
their defence. FEveén 'if the ‘police did ‘enter
the house, there wotilld" be ho need to-hide
the fact, for -they would - have been perfectly
It is A 'seriblis offence to give false

it vaﬁdvymx ‘arsgsted:

evidence. -

bt

¢ distizbance’ once;
e whistle blown. - .-

at the Chinese

“Police-Sergeant Moonan®. I am able. to
state that Constable Butler never left :the
charge room after he came ‘in ths first time.

“His Worship: He is liable to prosecution
for giving false evidence. :

. “Inspector Bourke: I submit that: it has
not been proyved..that he is giving false
evidence ;. I have' evidence ‘to rebut that put
in for the defefice;; You have the evidence of
the- foreign constables’ which " corroborates
witness’ story. -There' isssp:doubt “whatever
about it. .. fiTe e T

“His. Worship : There 3
besicies, the-police. ': X

“Inspector Bourke :: Yes -for the one side.

“His Worshipr If you take that attitude
he;need not-deny that.hé‘went upstairs. He
“had bétter ispeakthertrath" 7 o

o v
A

" “Inspector ‘Bojirke: Thére Sq‘qﬁldg be no
“.need? for him. to*deny it if he went into the

“eHis Worship
froni this Wip;xess e R ;
"Policer Constable ‘Murrayswas also accused
-ofi; giving . 'falSe -evidence’. by . the Japanese
magistrate: . dn-a cross‘eXamination of . the
police ‘officer/ hé had given his’ evidence ° the

ifr;'any witnesses

-I ‘Cafinot ~hear -any mors

- Japanéseimagistrate.said: ‘That man (point-
.- ing t6 one of the aécused) says you. arrested

hini upstairs’ . 5
“‘I'did not. I arrested him at the corner of
Boone Road and the alley. He was so dnunk
he did not know whexe he had been arrested.”
“His Worship: He says he was asleep in
the room and that three constables came.
“Inspector Bourke: Who said so?
‘“His Worship: That man.” He was with
an old man and, his wife was there also.” I
" think this witnéss -is also =~ giving false
evidence. :
“Inspector Bourke: That is a very serious
accusation to make against @ policeman: It

.is the first time they have had such an accusa-

tion made against'them in court.” ‘
_After some’ other evidence had been heard
and the Japanese magistrate had again stated

_be, believed the British police officers Were
giving false evidence. Inspector Bourke saig-
“It appears to me in this ease, as in others
a simiilar nature that have been brought 1.

' fore the cCourt, after.thé evidence has pe.,
given by the complainants and police they 2,0
subject to a strict cross-examination by ¢,
court. It seems as though the police arc 4.

tually tht accused and the defendants arc 1|,

aggrieved parties.”

The outcome of the case was that i),
Japanese sailors were sent on board their vcs.
sel unpunished, and Kamura was fined S5 ¢

Another typical case:whercin the Japay.
ese prisoner escaped scotfree is given by ;.
Shanghai Mercury, under date of Augus! 3:

J. Nishimura, No. 6 Quinsan Gardeus,
charged ‘with wilfully damaging and stcaling
a quantity of flowers in the Hongkew Recre,.
tion grounds at 5 a. m. on the 3rd inst, (],
property of the municipai council, valucd y
$2.50. \

Inspt. Bourke apeared on behalf of it}
police and pointed out that apart from iy,
wilful destruction of the plants, it was ale,
a felony, as the accused had stolen the flowers
Had he been a child there might have bee
some excuse, but he was a grown up person
and knew what he was doing, as his actiong
plainly showed. He went to the park at ap
early hour when he thought there was nobody
about.. The flowers were Japanese plants.

Indian P. C. No. 224 stated that he was
on duty in the park and at five o’clock he
saw the accused stealing the flowers. As soon
as he saw witness he started to run away
and jumped over a fence to escape, but wit-
ness gave chase and took him to the station.

D. MacGregor, Supt. of Parks and open
spaces, said that although' the plant in ques-
tion only cost eighty cents originally three
years ago, it was now a full grown tree and
had beéen totally destroyed by the act of the
accused, the loss being $2.50.

His honor 'questioned the accused and

then said the case would be remanded sinc
di¢. =
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estral” temple
situated on the outskirts of the village. he
temple has' frequently been made use of by
‘pirates and robbers as-a rendezvous and also
a place for dividing their booty. - Of late years
owing to numerous  ‘robberies ‘up country,
many of. the wealthy people have 'removed
their valuables to policed cities and:towiis for
safety—and the chances of the bandits to make
a big haul-are rare. Now they have changed
their, tactics. by kidnapping the wealthy <class

and ‘their. children asd-also blackmailing. 'Fhis
requires-some education as.they have to com-
municate in writifig- te-the aictim’s relations,
but hardly.a soul: ampnhgst. the robbers could
read or write. They found Luk very useful;
he often wrote letters for.them and, explained

the replies. ‘Of-coutse, he was paid for_ his r :
last 'velt'ly,]‘lorig-bé’fore Sl

work, But it did not )
Luk’s handwriting was i_d’e:i;tiﬁe by somebody
who brought the matter to the notice of the

-authoriti¢s. The result was a :eward of sev-

eral thetisand taels Was advertised by the of-

ficials Some two years ago for thé capture of

Luk, dead or alive, and in fact one day sol-
diers Wwere on their ‘way to capture him in his
villagé. - When the robbers got wind of it they

¢

“went ahead of the: soldiers” and carried Luk

away by force. He was afterwards compelled

‘by:the pirates to becomeé their chief. Although

the reward for Luk’s capture has now risen
t0:60,000 taels, he frequently visits his family
in-the village, passing’ right under the nose
of the braves.—Hongkong Daily Press.

The Late Sir

B UCH light is thrown on the char-
: %&ter of “Sir Henry ' Irvifg by
SY |
'Cently ‘published book, “Impres-
sions of Sir Henry Irving.” Com-
menting ' on this volume, The

A

Times says: " 3 .
~ Mr. Pollock himself throws light directly on
what we-fegard as the principal shortcoming of
"'a not uninteresting bbok. He writes: “A good
deal has at all times been, and always will be,
said and written as to the hard fate of the great
actor, in that there is ho enduring record of
‘'his genius. It might be answered that the fame,
to take two instances, of Roscius and of Gar-
rick are insistent replies to this assertion.” They
are not replies to it at all; any more than the
fame of Jubal and of Apelles are enduring rec-

-

Belgium Assumes} Control

y HE Belgian lower chamber has at last

passéd the legislation authorizing
‘the annexation ‘of the Congo Free

State by, Belgium. For four months, |

save for a brief interval during

~which a third of the chamber was re-
elected, the debates on the Treaty of Annexa-
tion of the Congo, and the Colonial law to be
administered in “the territory, have " been
dragging on, and during, that period most of
the Belgian deputies have . expressed. their
opinion pn'these measures.’ It canfiot, there-
“fofe, be said that the nation i§ undertaking its
new responsibility with its eyes shut. Tt is
true, the final scene of King Leopold’s admin-
istration has not yet been rung off, for the
Senate  has. yet to pass its verdict.on the
measures voted by the .Chamber, and by the
thirty-fourth article of the Berlin act of 1883,
. the Powers signatory ‘to that international
charter have 'to be notified of Belgium’s as-

sumption of sovereignty, in case they may :

have any objections”to raise,  The first of
these 'steps, the consent of the Senate, seems
to be regarded as a matter of course, and it is
expected that in a few days Belgium will, as
far as lies within her own power, have irre-
vocably assumed the government of this terri-
tory, larger in extent than the wholé of Eur-
ope. Since, as a result of the European and
American outcry against-the iniquities of the
present administration, amply confirmed in
1906 by a Belgian commission of inquiry,
Belgium began seriously to contemplate: tak-
ing over the colony, the conditions’ under
which it was offered to her have been 'sensi-
bly modified in her favor, The terms at first
suggested by King Leopold besides being. pe-
cuniarily. onerous, left her so liftle real con-
trol over the administration that the intention'
was obviously to induce her to cover the acts
of others with her own fair fame. The Sov-
ereign was then compelled to lower his terms,

and though his solatium is still substantial,

the main point of -constitutional . control by
parliament over the budget and administrative
acts " of the ' Colonial government is anmply

guaranteed: by ‘the law as it has passed the,:

*

X

* must be restored . to the 'natives

chamber, . This ,alome, is:the ‘best safeguard
against a continuation-of the evils gnd butch-
ery which have been.so irequently and.thor-
oughly exposed during; the:last ten years! for
no government subject to the power of inquiry
and the judgment of a civilized people '‘would
dare to maintain them. There is yet another
safeguard against their perpetuation.! What-
ever may: be the exact hearing of Article 34
in the Berlin act on the present change of
soyereignty it is:obvi
tional giiarant ~ahrot thange its condition”
without ' the sanction of the guaranteeing
Powers. ' There are icertain. points for ‘which
the Powers, have made themselves responsible
by treaty, and on :the observance  ‘of which
they will insist, whoever .is Sovereign. ‘The
United States coincides with this view. Prob-
ably the most importani of these points. is
that the natives must no longer, as in the past,
be subjected to a veiled. form of slavery or '
forced labor in lieu of taxation. s
The Belgian government has been plainly
told that the system of granting land to
foréign companies and depriving the natives
of the means of earning a’living independently
must cease, and that, whatever may be the pre-
tended rights of the ‘State 'or the eompanies,
the liberty which - in those" :parts 'of Africa
conies from the possession of the land alone
Further-
more, the freedom of trade proigs to all na-,
tions in the Congo Basin niust be observed,
and no longer interfered with by the commer-
cial concessions which embrace so large a part
of the territory. ~The ' Belgians have mnever
had experience in colonial administration ‘of
any kind, but everything points to the likeli-
hood that they will rise to.the dignity of their
new.burden. In short, Belgiuni agrees to take
up her share of the .“white man’s burden” as
the only possible solution of the Congo prab-
lem.  Annexation has been forced upon Bel-
gium by a combination of circumstances with

-which the country itself has had curiously
. little to. do.

7 The ayerage Belgian is in tem-
perament ‘essentially fsytay_,-?,t-home. In fact,

i
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i r s that a néutral State
like &eéCongog?:o‘$é§i gdiarotind with interna- .
8 cal

of the Congo

the difficulty of getting good men to-expatri-
ate themselves even for the sake of better pay
and prospects than the miserably inadequate
terms hitherto offered is recognized as one of
the ‘most serious problems confronting the fu-
ture administration of the colony. .

Without going into unnecessary details or
recalling - ‘the ‘painful process ‘whereby the
.origirial treaty of November 28, 1907, has been
modified by the abglition of the Fondation de
la Couronfie, the net resitlt at the;present mo-
meént isiag follaws? “Belgium
whole of the Congo, including the former
Domaine de la Couronre, with all its assets
and liabilities subject to the obligation to re-
spect  the rights [ of third parties—that is,
mainly the concessionary companies in which
Belgium acquires the large 'share ‘previously
held by the Congo State. .In return for the
abolition of the Foundation de 1a° Couronne,
Belgium undertakes certain obligations enter-
cd into by that organization, including allow-
ances to Prince Albert and Princess Clemen-
tine, and other minor subsidies, and creates
two special funds, one of $9,100,000 to be ex-
pended on public works .in . Belgium, of
which the government has agreed not to
spend nicre than $6,200,000 without the fur-
ther consent of the chamber, and the other
of $10,000,000 to be paid to the King and his
successors in 15 annuities, subject to minister-
ial responsibility, and to be expended on 'ob-
.jects connected with the colony.’ In the midst
of a good deal of obscurity it appears that
there will be a charge on the Belgian Budget
for the next ‘few -years 'of a total of over

$6,5@0,000, and on the Congo Budget of an an-'

nual amount of about $1,350,000. This,  of
_course, 1s' quite apart from the interest on the
Congo debt of $22,800,000 for which at pres-
ent Belgium repudiates . all - liability. As’a
set-off against these charges, Belgium gets
the reserve of the Domaine de la Courdnne,
which under the old regime was $1,300,000 a

year, certain shiares of as definite a value in.
two ‘concessiofiary 'companies, ~ valued at.

$333:000 and the reversion of othér properties:
valued at about $750,000. A e

altef Herried Poliock in'his re-

zes over the..

Henry Irving

ords of their music and painting. The greatest
“difficdity n°the Wa¥' of alf ‘who Would séudy the
“history” of acting—an i :
haps, but still not without its interest as an il-
lustration of intellectual ‘advance or decline—is
‘that they cannot study it at first hand, but are
bound to trust to' the impressions left upon
‘other minds. Even were such material plenti-
ful, the work of reconstructing a single actor
would be more difficult than that of reconstruct-
ing-a forgotten civilization, which thas left no
literature, from its pottery and the foundations
of its buildings. And, .unsatisfactory as the best
‘of ‘such’ material, must be, it is the lack of it
which makes theatrical history the dusty and in-
nutritious feeding that it is} while any scraps of
serious criticism left by a- Cibber, a Hazlitt or
a Liewes are snapped up eagerly, for want of
the original-art. ;
\ Mr. Pollock was for years a devoted ad-
mirer of Sir Henry Irving, and at the same
time ‘a cool critic of his achievement. In this
book he tells us not a little of a matter which
Irving's biographers have hithertc left mainly
out of account—his acting. The book is the
best yet published in this field. But future
generations will undoubtedly complain that
Mr. Pollock has not told them nearly enough.
He has, in fact; fallen into the old mistake of
writing for those who have seen the perform-
‘ances he mentions, instead of following the
plain path of duty to his friend ‘and to poste:r-
ity and writing for thos: who can never see
them. It is interesting to learn that “be-
tween Irving’s arrival at the theatre to dress
and the rise of the curtain on the first of ‘King
Lear,” he decided to play the 'part in an en-
“titely different way from that in which he had
rehearsed it. - Posterity will remark that that
is all very well, but how did he rehearse it,
and-how did he play it? And the twenty-first
century historian of the stage, after searching
as laboriously for Irving the actor as for any
of his predecessors, will +emark in a footnote
that Mr. Pollock’s book is especially tantaliz-
ing, because it does so much in the way of re-
construction that with more systém and more
thoroughness it might have’'become a docu-
ment of the greatest value.

With Irving, the man, we fare better though
here again we have “impressions’” rather than
an impression and must put things together
for ourselves. The characteristic that emerges
most prominently, perhaps, -is the simplicity
that was proof against the adulaton lavisl_led
on, his “great .intellect” arnd his “commanding
personality.” . Between them, two stories in
this bqok express it clearly. - One is that of
Irving’s child-like little flash of jealousy and
disappointment when his cat showed signs of
“taking to” Mr. Pollock. 'The other is his re-
mark on  Becket: “The play made me. It
changed my whole view of' life.” On long
runs, on the degree to which Irving bowed
to what he supposed that “they” (the public)
would expect o? him, and on the old question
of the actor’s dual personality, Mr. Pollock
has interesting things to say and good storics
to tell. © What would the great actor's more
earnest. followers have felt had they known
that one night, as he smothered Desdemona,
he asked her what her mother was going to

.. have for supper? ; :
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