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' Taking of
Taku Forts

Reports of the Naval Officers
Who Conducted the Bom-
bardment,

Japanese and British Took a
Leading Part in the
; Action.

Some of the Vessels of the
Powers’ Fleet Also
Suffered.

Included in the budget of advices
brought by the steamer Braemar, which
arrived yesterday morning from China
and Japan, was the official report to
the vice-minister -of the Japanese navy,
Taku forts by the allied forces on
morning of June 17. The report gives
many new and interesting details of that
recent historical event. The report,
which is by Admiral Samejima, com-
mander-in-chief of the Sasebo admiralty,
is dated from Sasebo on June 22—three
days before the Braemar sailed—and
says: o

“At a quarter to one on the morning of
July 17 the Taku forts declared war
on the allied squadron in the harbor
by opening fire on them. The squadron,
composed of one English warship; Lyon
(F'rance); the Ataga (Japanese); Koreetz
(Russian); the Itlis (German), and Mono-
acacy (American). The Monoacacy was
used as a refuge for the foreign women
and children in Tong-ku, while the Ata-
ga was used as a store ship for the arms
of the allied forces and the foreign con-
tingents generally. Owing to the fact
that the Ataga, being a vessel of heavy
draught and could not enter the Pei-ho,
she was obliged to stay near Tong-ku
at the mouth of the river, and at the
time of the bombardment could not jein
in it, owing to the fact that her an-
chorage was very remote from the forts.

“A fire broke out during the engage-
ment on board the French cruiser Lyon,
while the Russian gunboat Koreetz was

. hit by a 42-pounder shot, and two of-

ficers and four others, warrant officers
¢ and sailors, were killed. On the Itlis one
officer and six others were killed, and
Captain Haas was wounded. (A subse-
quent report says he died from the effect
of his wounds.) The Koreetz was hit
in the water-line and was leaking badly.
She had recourse to the collision mat.
One enemy’s shot hit the Monoacacy.
{One word here is umintelligible, though
from the context it apparently means
damage, as the blank is followed by the
word abseht.—Japan Times translation.)
“The fire from the forts was terrible,
and indicated good gunnery practice.

- One gunboat was hit in the magazine.

“The land forces, which comprised
about 1,960 of the combined British,
ussian  and . German contingents,  to-
with _the Japanese co,nﬁmt

- attack from .

; » ‘contingents were ar-
ranged in the following order: Russia,
Germany, England and Japan. Our con

tingent having been at the rear could,

Lot take part in the opening scene of
the engagement. The Chinese offered a
stout resistance, and when the van-
guards had reached a place about four
hundred to five hundred metres from
the forts (one word here is unintelligible
—translator) they showed some signs of
hesitation in their forward movement
T he forces of the other three powers
were then deployed, and our mariaes,
rassing through the gap thus prodaced,
churged:at the forts with fixed bayonets.
In this charge Captain Hattori, of the
Japanese army, wis killed; this was at
4:4)> a 1. His remains were at cnce
corveyed to the Japanese steamer Higo
Mard by a German launch.

“On reaching the fort the Japin:se
marines entered it through the breach
made hy the shots from the warships.
T.ieutcnant Shiraishi had already been
in the fort. (One word here is unintel-
ligible.—Translator.) The forces of the
other countries followed the Japanese,
and thus the northern and western forts
were occupied by the Japanese; the right
and left forts by the other forces,

“At T a. m, the fight was practically
over, when the British took charge of
the western fort, and the Japanese left
the forts to guard the station. The rail-
way irack going to Tien Tsin did not
.appea:r to have been wrecked, but as
the lceometive had been damaged, the
crew of the Ataga were told to repair it.

“Off Taku the Chinese cruiser Hai-
vyang had been at anchor a little nearer
the shore than the allied squadron, and
on fhe evening of the 16th she seemed
t> have cleared for action. Prior to
the resolution to open fire on the forts
having been adopted, the U. 8. 8. New-
ark and the Descartes (French cruiser)
were anchored by the Haiyang, but they
shifted their position afterwords. On
the evening of the 17th precautions were
taken against the flight of the Haiyang,
but she did not flee.

“On the 17th at noon the Haiyang
proceeded to steam out of the harbor,
and the foreign warships dipped tehir
flags in recognition of the admiral’'s flag
on her mast. But the captain of the
Russian warship Rossia, which was an-
chored further out to sea, signalled for
her to send an officer on board, and, in
the presence of the commander of the
German fleet, told him that the depar-
ture of the Haiyang, at that juncture,
would be against her interests. She
therefore deferred her departure.

“On land the musketry fire was still
kept up at intervals from the gouthern
fort, while in the business parts ‘of the
place natives, dressed like coolies, fired at
the troops of the allied force, of whom
there was only a small number  pres-

ent. 5

“On the 16th,” the report continues,
after detailing reports received from the
forces near Tien Tsin and of the maur-
der of the Japanese chancellor at Pe-
kin. both of which matters have been
told by cable reports, “there was but
one United States and one Chinese war-
ship at Chee Foo. Subsequently, when
it was learned that the Taku forts had
been bombarded, the Chinese vessel dis-
appeared, her destination being un-
known.”

Another report of the capture of the
forts is supplied under a previous date
to Rear-Admiral Saito. This report,
which is from Captain Sakamoto, of the
Japanese depot ship Toyohashi, which
has arrived at .Sasebo, was dated on
June 21. It says:

“Owing to the fact that the Atago
being a vessel of heavy draught could
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not ex;t:ﬁ 't:ie {’oei-l:;, it is stated that she
was stay near Tong-ku, at
the mouth of the river, and thus un’able

to take part in the operations.
“The Japanese marines occupied, ahead
of all others, the western fort, on the
northern bank of the Pei-ho, and there
hoisted their national flag, turming, at
the same time, the guns of the fort they
had captured against the central forts,
on the northern bank. It is also stated
that the central forts and others on the
northern bank were occupied successive-
ly by the British, Russian and German
marines.

“It is also reported that our marines
afterwards lowered the national flag on
the fort occupied by them, and left the
place to garrison the Tong-ku station.
"Dhe British force then occupied the fort
in _the place of the Japanese, and the
Union Jack is floating there at present.”
The account of the capture of the forts
given by the commander of the British
torpedo boat destroyer Whiting, which
entered Nagasaki for repair two days
prior to the sailing of the Braemar, may
also be quoted, as it is supplementary, in
many respects, to the accounts given to
the Japanese admiralty by its officers.
In his account, which is translated
from the Jiji, of Japan, the Whiting’s
commander says: ‘““The Algerine and the
Russian and German warships had been
moored at the rear of the forts, while
in_the upper course of the Pei-ho were
lying the Atago, the American warships,
the Whiting and an English torpedo

some preparations for action, and ‘the
lied squadron signalled the fort to re-
move the torpedoes laid at the mouth of
the river. As the commander of - the
fort did not comply with the request,

i

1 a.n. néxt morning the forts opened
fire on the allied squadron, which, with
the Algerine as flagsnip, Teplied. The
English torpedo boat attacked four Chi-
nese torpedo boats. On land the forces
of Japan and England rushed, at a_sig-
nal from the flagship, on the northern
fort, the Japamese in advance, command-
ed by Capt. Hattori. The captain climb-
ed up the fort, and he was about to ex-
tend his hand to the captain of the Al-
gerine to help him over the wall, when
he was shot and killed on the spot. The
fort was taken by the English and Jap-
anese at 5 a.m,, the flag of the Rising
Sun was hoisteé in the centre, and the
flags of the other powers in other places.

““The four torpedo boats of the Chinese
were chased about by the British torpedo
boat destroyer, and were ultimately cap-
tured. The southern fort was attacked
and occupied by the Russian and German
marines, the losses of the Russian con-
tingent being 70. Three Chinese war-
ships and four torpedo boats were cap-
tured. The Atago did not take part in
the bombardment. The two Russian ships
and the one German ship suffered most.”

Details gathered from other sources
state that the Itlis, German, the Gilgak
and the Koreetz had their funnels and
upper works badly damaged by the fire
from the forts, whose practice was bet-
ter than was expected. The captain of
the Koreetz was seeking credit for hay-
ing exploded the great magazine inside
the forts. ?

A Shanghai paper reports that a Chi-
nese steamer, a freighter, was lying in
the Pei-ho during the bombardment and
she was sunk. Her master, an English-
man, was killed. The same paper says it
is conceded that had a searchlight on
one of the foris not collapsed suddenly
the ‘Algérine must have been destroyed.

THROUSHOUT

Orangeme : in Eastern Canada
Have a Glorious Day and
Enjoy Themselves.

Winnipeg, July 12.—Manitoba Orange-
men concentrated at Winnipeg to-day
for their annual 12th of July celebra-
tion. Bxcursions were run from all
points’ of the province and about 6,000
visitors came to the city. About 3,000
Orangemen were in line for the parade,
with a dozen or more brass bands. Fea-
tures of the day were addresses by A. L.
Traynor, ex-grand master of the Orange
Lodge in the United States, and others
and the laying of the corner-stone of the
new Scott memorial hall by Grand Mas-
ter McFadden. The weather was per-
fect for the celebration.

Hemmingford, Que., July 12—Montreal
Orangemen celebrated the 12th of July
here in company with the local lodges.
The day was fine and the celebration was
the most successful ever held in Hem-
mingford.
Toronto, July 12.—About four thou-
here, the procession taking fifty minutes
to pass a given point.

Ottawa, July 12.—Four thousand
Orangemen paraded to-day. The demon-
stration was a great success,

Toronto, July 12.—Reports from over
the province show that the 12th of July
was celebrated with the usual amount
of enthusiasm. Processions and games
were the order of the day everywhere.
Local leaders usually made brief
speeches appropriate to the day. No un-
toward incident is reported from the city
or provinee.
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PLENTY OF WATER.

Artisian Wells Are Proving of Great
Value In Hawaii.

San Francisco, July 12.—A discovery
of scientific interest and great commer-
cial value has been made on the Island
of Hawaii. Immense subterranean
streams of the purest water have been
uncovered from fifteen to two thousand
foet above the sea level. This water
will be flumed down to the sugar planta-
tione at lower elevations, affording an
abundance for irrigation. - From five sub-
terranean streams tapped within the past
few weeks, the Ilaa plantation has se-
cured a continuous flow of 20,000,000
gallons every 24 hours.
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CANADIAN INDUSTRIES.

Coal, Iron and Steel Companies For
Nova Scotia.

Toronto, July 12.—The Globe’s Lon-
don correspondent cables that he learns
that a big coal company, with headquar-
ters at Cape Breton, will be floated in
Lendon, with a ecapital of £1,500,000.
The Nova Scotia Iron & Steel Company
will also be floated.
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GONE TO CHINA.

Hospital Ship Maine Has Sailed From
Southampton.

London, July 12.—The American hos-

pital ship Maine sailed to-day from
Southampton for China,

the Whiting removed the torpedoes. At|"

sand men took part in the Orange parade th

Roberts’
Bad News

The Boers Take Nitral’s Nek
and Carry Off Two
Guns.

Squadron of Scots Greys and
Ninety Men of Lin- '
colns Captured

“ Bobs * Reports However Other
Successes That Oifset
the Mishap-

London, July 13.—Lord Roberts’ de-
spatch reporting still another unfortun-
ate occurrence, throws a serious light
upon the state of affairs in South Africa.
There has been some comment regarding

the the vm:ual absence .of progress by the
| immense army undér command of Lord

Rdﬁe'ljts,"but few could have been found
to believe that the seattered Boers were

able to inflict such a defeat so near Pre-
toria.

Instead of the surrender of all of the
remaining Boers being imminent, as re-
cent telegrams had hinted, it seems they
have been making an attempt to sur-
round or re-capture Pretoria, with so
much success that in the region which
was supposed to be pacified'and in which
no attack was expected, they succeeded
in inflicting a serious defeat and captur-
ing two guns and some 200 men.

It is eyident that Gen. Botha has a
considerable force, seeing that he is able
to press Lord Roberts’ line at Walf a
dozgn points around Pretoria from The
Springs, to the southeast of the city,
northward to Middleburg and Durde-
poort, and thence southward to Nitral's
Nek and Krugersdorp.

Lord Roberts omits to give the name
of the commander concerned, giving rise
to the belief that worse remains to be
told, KEven if the mishap be not more
grave th'an his information implies at
present, it'proves the situation still seri-
ous, and there is no possibility of any
troops peing spared from South Africa
for China, but, on the contrary, it will
take a long time to clear the country
of the Boers.

News has reached London that Lord
Roberts has been suffering from a seri-
ous bowel complaint and that Lady Rob-
erts ~was Thurriedly summoned from
Bloemfontein. Lord Roberts, though
now better, is still weak,

London, July 12,—Lord Roberts re-
ports to the war office, under date of
Pretoria, July 12, as follows:

“The enemy having failed in their at-
tack upon our right rear, as mentioned
in my telegram of July 9, made a de-
termined attack on our right flank yes-
terday, and, I regret to say, sueceeded
in capturing Nitral’s Nek, which was
garrisoned by a squadeon of the Scots
Greys, with two guns of a battery of the
Royal Artillery and five companies of
the Lincolnshire regiment.

“Thi ean:my attg’cked in suﬁ)erior num-
 bers at dawn, and, seizing the hill com-
!hamﬁng f&e»ﬁ%ﬁ, brought heavy gun
fire to bear upon the small garrison.

“Nitral’'s Nek is about eighteen miles
from here, near where the road crosses
_the Crocodile river. It was held by us
in order to maintain road and telegraphic
communication with Rustenberg.

““The fighting = lasted more or less
throughout the day, and immediately on
receiving information early this morning
of the enemy’s strength, I despatched re-
inforcements from here under Col. God-
frey, of the King’s Own Scottish Border-
ers.

“Before, however, they reached the
spot the garrison had been overpowered,
and the guns and the greater portion of
the squadron of Greys had been captur-
ed, owing to the horses being shot; also
about ninety men of the Lincoln regi-
ment, .

“A list of the casualties has not been
received, but I fear they are heavy.

“Simultaneously an attack was. made
on our outposts near Durdepoort, north
of the town, in which the Seventh Dra-
goons were engaged.  The regiment was
handled with considerable skill by Lt.-
Col, Low and kept the enemy in check
until they retired on their supports, and
would probably have suffgred but slight
loss had not our troops mistaken some
Boers in the bushes for our own men.

“Smith-Dorrien had a sucessful en-
gagement with the enemy yesterday near
Krugersdorp and inflicted heavy loss on

em,

“Buller reports the Boers who were
destroying his line of railway near Paar-
dekrall were driven off yesterday after
a short action.

“Hart reports from Heidelberg that
the surrendering of Boer arms and am-
munition continues from that district.”
J e

ORE FROM PHOENIX.

First Ore-Laden Train Reaches the
Grand Forks Smelter.

Grand Forks, July 12.—Yesterday the
first ore-laden train from Phoenix ar-
rived at the Granby smelter. The ship-
ment consisted of ten cars, or three hun-
dred tons in all. The ore came from
the Old Ironsides mine,. controlled by
the Miner-Graves syndicate. To-day’s
arrivals represented a similar shipment
from the Knob Hill mines, also owned
by the same syndicate. Henceforth the
shipments from the Phoenix will be con-
tinued, as the O. P. R. supplies addi-
tional ore cars. The ore receipts at the
smelter will approximate 600 tons daily.
The ore bins of the Old Ironsides, Knob
Hill and Vietoria mines contain eight
thousand tons and there is an equal
amount on the stopes awaiting removal
to the surface. e Phoenix ores do
not require any preliminary roasting in
heaps. This will save from 25 to 50
cents a ton in handling charges. There
was an impromptu celebration when the
first ore train rolled into the smelter.
The employes turned out and gave three
hearty cheers, mingled with the tooting
of steam whistles and the music of a
scratch band hastily organized. Amont
those in attendance were 8. H. C. Miner,
of Granby, Que., president of the various
companies comprised in the ‘Graves-Min-
er syndicate; A. O. Flumerfelt, assistant
general manager, and Jay P. Graves,
gereral manager.
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LUCKY FIONA.

Cruiser Gets Afloat With Little Damage
Done.

St. John’s, Nfid.. July 12.—The colonial
cruiser Fiona, which went ashore dur-
ing a fog near Codrov. has been floated.
She sustained lttle damage,
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A.Despatch
From Seymour

s Steadily Getting Up More
Guns and Bombarding
Chinese.

Ten Thousand Troops At Tien
Tsin But More Are
Required.

London, July 12.—The admiralty has
received the following dispatch from
Vice-Admiral Seymour:

“jen Tsin, July 7—~The Chinese con-
tinue fighting, often shelling the settle-
ments. They are extending their lines
along the Lu Tai and canal in the north-
east, and are appearing in greater force
west of the city.

“Yesterday we bombarded the city and
immediate suburbs, which stopped the
Chinese gun fire for some time. The

French settlement and station are most
subject to attack. To-day there was an-
other bombardment. I am steadily get-
ting up more guns. Ten thousand troops
are here. More are required, but both
the Russian and Japanese are expect-
ed.”

Tien Tsin, July 4, via Chee Foo, July’
8, Shanghai, July 11.—A homogeneous
army of half the strength of the allied
forces could do better than is being done
by the allies. The operations are handi-
capped and the safety of the city is im-
perilled by lack of organization and want
of one
forces. The representatives of the sever-
al nations manage the military and civil
affairs of their governments largely
without co-operation. The ranking of-
ficer of each nationality has absolute
jurisdiction’ -over the operations of his
government’s troops. Questions of policy
are discussed daily at’international con-
ferences which have not the power to
enforce the wishes of the majority.

Admiral Seymour’s method of com-
manding is to make requests. The other
commanders generally follow these, but
there have been instances of the rank-
ing officers holding aloof from operations
of which they disapprove.

There is a great need of more troops.
The present force of 10,000 is attempting
to hold a line 15 miles around the city.
There is also great need of rebuilding
the railroad to Taku and getting artil-
lery equal to the guns with which .the
Chinese are daily bombarding the allies’
position. 5 A

The -week’s work resulted in a gain
for the Chinese. The allies lost 50 or
60 men and accomplished nothing.

Yesterday furnished a new illustration
of the tweakness of the present methods.
A majority of the commanders agreed
that it was imperative to attack the na-
tive city beyond the foreign settlements
and to destroy the artillery therein,
which menaced the settlements. The
attack was fixed for four days ago, !_mt
was  postponed because the Russian
commander considered his men unfit for
duty after their recent work. It was
again fixed for yesterday morning, bgt
was postponed because reports were In
circulation that 10,000 regulars from the
northwest had reinforced the Chinese.

In the meantime the Chinese had re-
moved 28 big guns from the fort near to
the native city, and had planted four in
the open air near the east arsenal two
miles away. These shelled the city for
four hours, sending in more than ten
hundred missiles. They got the range
of public buildings and the club houses
used as hospitals, and dropped explosives
all about them. Fortunately most of the
shells were defective and failed to burst
and the others had a small radius of
effectiveness.

In the absence of a concerted plan the
Russians sent a few companies of Cos-
sacks, with two field guns, and the Ja-
panese a battery. of six three-pounders
and two companies of infantry, support-
ing the English 12-pounders from H. M.
S. Terrible, to silence the Chinese pieces.
The Terrible’s guns failed to get an ef-
fective position, and the Russians had
one gun dismounted and four men killed
early in the engagement. The Japan-
ese were confident that they silenced
the guns in the open, but it appeared to
the onlookers that these guns fired the
last shots as the Japanese were retir-
ing.

‘T'he Russians lost heavily,
Japanese had one illed and
wounded.

The Chinese threw a few shells into
the city this morning to show they were
still alive.

A British officer described the situation
as chaos. He said: “We have wasted
many days in politeness, and it is time
we did something.”

There is no agreement among the com-
manders, but in the ‘absence of a
definite head several of them are dis-
posed to follow their own methods, and
they simply abstain from operations con-
trary to these methods. The foreign
population is aroused concerning this
apparent apathy. While the city is be-
ing bombarded they are likely to suffer
heavily, and they can’t understand the
apparent negligence of the governments
to furnish reinforcements quicker. The
Americans are particularly dissatisfied
because, though they have the smallest
representation, their interests are second
to none. One officer said: “It is im-
possible to. realize at home that there
has been more real war here than in
Cuba or the Philippines.” J

and the
twelve

commander to control all the |

' The Germans have occupied and rais
their flag over the Imperial university %g
Tien Tsin.  The officers of the univer-
sity are Americans. The viceroy deed-
ed the property to them. Consul Rags-
dale has protested against the action of
the Germans.

‘The late chief of police of Port Arthur
has arrived here. He reports that the
Chinese have sacked and burned New
Chwang. He further asserts that the
Cl}mese are wrecking the Manchurian
railway and are also pillaging the unpro-
tected outskirts of Port Arthur.

Chee Foo, July 8.—An artillery duel is
progressing at Tien Tsin. The Chinese
guns are so masked that the allies find
difficulty- in locating them.

Chee Foo, July 9.—It is reported on
good quthority that Prince Tuan has be-
come insane.

In consequence of the movements of

the rebels towurds Tsin Tau the Ger-
mans have withdrawn some of their
troops from Taku to protect Tsin Tau.
The women and children from New
Chwang have arrived here.
, Paris, July 12.—The Temps this even-
ing announces it is in a position to af-
firm that no European telegram has
been received from Pekin since that of
Sir Robert Hart, inspector-general of
Chinese customs, despatched Sunday,
June 24, declaring the situation was
desperate, Continuing, the Temps says:
“The subsequent silence is sinister, If
it is true the legations are safe they
could communicate with Europe. If
they cannot it is because the Chinese
have juggled the dates and the massacre
really took place as announced, on June
30 or July 31.”

Yokohama, July 12.—Though no deci-
gion has yet been announced, it is’ certain
that Japan will send nearly 50,000 troops
to China. The press agrees that the de-
apatch of so large a force is a duty in the
interests of humanity, but asserts that a
large measure of responsibility for the
troubles rests upon Russia and Germany
because of their arbitrary action in
‘China.

—— O

SIR FREDERICK HODGSON.

His Escape From_;}.:a Ashantis a Most
Remarkable One.

Acera, Gold Coast, July 12.—Sir Fred-
‘erick Mitchell Hodgson, governor of the
colony, who recently arrived here after
having been besieged at Kumassi by re-
bellous tribesmen, bears signs of the
hardships and privations to which he
has been subject. In the course of an
interview he said he considered his es-
cape most marvellous. He attributes its
success to the secrecy maintained on the
route chosen. The carriers who accom-
panied him became so weakened by star-
vation that everything was abandoned.
He endured great hardships. Fortunate-
ly the rain was not heavy. Had it been
otherwise all would have probably suc-
cumbed.
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ITALY’S POSITION.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Speaks Re-
garding China.

Rome, July 12.—The Marquis Visconti

Venosta, minister of foreign affairs, re-
sponding to-day in the Chamber of Depu-
ties to an interpellation regarding the
intentions® of the government as to
China, said:
_“The cabinet has no political inten-
tions towards expansion or intrigue in
China. Its programme is to maintain
perfect accord between Italy and the
other powers. We cannot leave entire-
Iy to others the protection of our na-
tional rights, nor are we disinterested'
in the work of mutual interests and civi-
lization which the powers are seeking to
carry on in China.”

N TR S S P
FOOD FOR INDIA.

Steamer Quito Reaches Bombay With
United States Contributions,

Washington, July 12—Word has
rgached the navy department of the ar-
rival of the steamer Quito at Bombdy
on the 9th inst. with $20,000 and relief
pupplies for the famine sufferers in In-
dia. This vessel was chartered by the
department for the purpose.

B PO e R L e
TRANSPORTS FOR TROOPS.

Steamers Chartered to Carry German
Forces to China.

Hamburg, July 12.—The Boersenhalle
announces that the Hamburg-American
line has leased four and the North Ger-
man Lloyd six steamers to the marine
minister for the transportation of 12,000
troops and ammunition to China.
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REACHED LADYSMITH,

Buller Reports That Released’ Briti
Have Arrived, 5 o

London, July 12—The war

y £ offf -

gggnpcgs that Gen. Buller reportsceﬂ!::t
) prisoners, released d

arrived at Ladysmith. e

Ottawa, July 12——The

. — general officer
fom]nandlxlg at Standerton cables the fol-
d&;‘;l.ng casualties under date of yester-
“Missing—Corpoml J. Mi
smith 7. J. Griiths, Pte &
Pte, N

g s_shoeing
. e S, Simpson,
. Gilroy, Pte. R. Bourne anrclim;te.

J. Norris.”

It is presumed all of the above be-

longed to Stratheona’s H

of 413, Pre. O, §. Strong, also soperrs
in the list, but there is no
the nominal roll.

also appears
such name on

Corporal Thomas Mills belonged to

Newmarket, Ont. i
erarille. Pio: nt., Pte. Griffiths to Hag-

H, Gilroy, Regina. Pte. R. Bowne, Staf-

T. Simpson to Manitoba,

fordshire, England, and Pte, I
Dursley, England, & e

Norris,
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Discussing
The Subsidies

Railwsy Companies Who 6Get
Them Must Purchase Ralls
in Canada.

Liberal Government Cannot
Realize Importance of Van-
" couver Island.

Ottawa, July 12.—The house spent the
day discussing railway subsidies. Hon.
Mr. Blair announced that provision
would be made that in all future con-
tracts for subsidies companies must pur-
chase the steel rails in Canada. On the
Kaslo-Lardo grant Mr. Blair struck out
the words “to Kaslo and Lardo-Dunean
railway” this evening, the resolution
to read that a subsidy would be granted
to “a railway from Duncan lake towards
Lardo ot Arrow lake.” He said this
change would still leave it open to the

Canadian Pacific or any other com-
pany. :

Mr. Sproule asked if any application
had been received for a subsidy for the
Cupe Scott extension.

Mr. Blair replied that no application
has been received from a company, and
it did not appear to the government that
there was any pressing urgency, and
there was no early prospect of the line
being constructed. Under the circum-
stances the government did not think
the matter a pressing one.

In the senate Hon. D! W. Mills review-
ed the Mclnnes matter and held that
Dr. McInnes had acted unconstitutional-
ly in important respects while he was
lieutenant-governor.

LOCAL NEWS.

Special Train—A special E. & N.
train leaves the Store street depot at 7
p. m. this evening for Nanaimo and
intermediate points in order to accom-
medate the excursionists who have been
in attendance at the Orangemen’s cele-
bration.

No Use For Nome.—A number of Vie-
torians who had intended seeking their
fortunes in the latest boom-land of the
North have given up the idea of doing
so, owing to the adverse reports which
have reached here regarding conditions
in that section.

The Governor's Residence.—Lieuten-
ant-Governor Joly has not yet occupied
the residence on Moss street utilized
as an official residence since the fire
which destroyed Carey Castle. He may
not do so for a week or more. At pres-
ent Governor Joly continues to occupy
quarters at the Driarde

Yorkshire Society.—The Yorkshire So-
ciety of British Columbia will have a
basket picnic at Goldstream to-morrow.
Trains will leave the E. & N. station at
9 a. m. and 2 p. m., returning at 7:30
p. m. ‘Return fare, 50 cents; children,
23 cents. - All Yorkshire people are in-
vited. 4

The Police Court.—Before Magistrate
Iiall yesterday in the police court Rob-
ert Hall, on a charge of drunkenness,
was fined $7.50 or fifteen days. Charles
Davis, charged with being in possession
of a gold watch, the property of Alex.
Smith, of Vancouver, was remanded un-
til this morning. The expressman’s as-
sault case also came up, but wds laid
over until this morning.

Mount Sicker Townsite—The Mount
Sicker Townsite Gompany has placed
upon the market lots in a townsite which
has been surveyed, adjoining the famous
Lenora mine at Mount Sicker. Lots in
the new town, which is to be termed
“the future Rossland of British Colum-
bia,” are offered on attractive terms.
The agents are F. G. Richards & Co.

The Coming Session.—A few days
now should see a considerable influx of
politicians and members to the capital
preparatory to the opening of the ses-
sion, the date being Thursday next, the
16th inst. . It is rumored, unofiicially, of
course, that J. P. Booth, M. P. P., for
North Victoria, will be offered the speak-
ership.

Farmers May Suffer.—The unpre-
cedentedly changeable weather of the
past month has greatly embarrassed the
furmers, and the unexpected rains of
the past few.days have placed in jeop-
ardy many of the hay crops in Saanich
and adjacent farming districts. A great
quantity of hay is cut; and should the
wet weather continue the result would
be disastrous for the farmers.

Carpenters In Demand.—The large
amount of building operations now go-
ing on in Victoria has exhausted the
loecal supply of carpenters, and as a
cousequence several of the contractors
find = themselves short-handed. The
Shawnigan Lake Hotel Company is de-
sirous of pushing work on the Strath-
cona hotel more expeditiously than is
the case at present, ‘but are handicap-
ped owing to the lack of carpenters.

Interferes With Trade.—The rather
unusual weather conditions which have
prevailed during the last' few months
has seriously interfered with trade ar-
rangements with local merchants. Sum-
mer stocks, purchased in expectation of
the prevalence of the usual charming
weather in Victoria, will require to be
sacrificed in some instances at consider-
able loss.

West Coast Activity.—Mining op:rn-
jons and business conditions generally
on the West Coast are this season far
in excess in point of importance of any
previous year, and all signs indicate that
Vancouver Island is shortly to awaken
from its long sleep to take its place
among the actively progressing portions
of the province.

Music at the Park.—The first of the
gseries of Sunday afternoon band con-
certs at Beacon Hill will be given next
Sunday afternoon by the Fifth Regi-
meént band. The concert does not com-
mence until 4 p. m., this hour being se-
lected by the council in order not to
interfere with the Sunday school ar-
rarkements. Objections are heard to
the hour of 4 o’clock for the commence-
ment of the concerts, it being contended
that as they will not be over until after
6 o’clock those who stay until the con-
clusion of the programme will experi-
ence some inconvenience in® getting
home and preparing for the evening ser-
vices at the churches,

government to grant a subsidy to the

-prevent its return.

The Situation
in China

Associated Press Correspondent
Writes on the Feeling At
Yokohama,

. — ey

Greatest Anxiety Felt in Regard
to Tien Tsin and
Pekin.

Yokuhama,, Jume 25.—The frightful sitng.
tion im China is st present absorbing every
thought here, and all other intere

8ts g
as nil, are

The very intimate business and
social connections between the various een-
tres of trade in the Orient, bring the be.
leagured cities of Tien Tsin and Pekin
within the anxious vision of almost every
home here, and there is scarcely one which
has not some connection or friend over
whose fate there hamgs a cloud, What
immensely increases the anxlety Is the mys-
tery attendant fipon the complete eutting
off of all tidings from the two ocfties, so
that we are left a prey to the wild rumors
which come thick and fast upon us, giving
no certainty, only of the vastness of the
calamity which has befallen. The feature
most commented upon, and furnishing by
far the greatest mystery, is the entire ab-
sence of any official or authentic tidings
from Tien Tsin. The Taku forts were ta-
ken on the morning of the 17th. It was
then only a matter of five hours for the
gunboat fleet which was at ence sent up
the river, to reach the besieged city. Water
communication with this fleet is supposed
to be clear, and yet for eight days no word
has come from it. Being thus left a prey
to rumor, the reports which have reached
us from Chee Foo and Shanghai have been
not only of the most heartrending, but
also of the most untrustworthy natura,
First came the news that every man, wo-
man and child among the foreigners in
Pekin had been slaughtered. This followed
by the report that the Dowager Empress
had been killed and the Emperor had com-
mitted suicide, of course, gave the impres-
sion that the mob was in complete control,
and that no foreigner could, by any pos-
sibility, escape. The simple fact is that
no word has come from the foreign con-
tingent of the capital since the evening of
Sunday, the 17th. On the 16th,.there came
to Tien Tsin the sharp call addressed to
all consuls and commanders, “Send &l
once, or it will be too late.” Within a
few hours a force of 1,500 men under Ad-
miral Seymour left for the rescue, They
were last heard from on the following
morning at Lofa, thirty-one miles distant.
Meanwhile, on Sunday, the 17th, came the
word from Pekin: ‘Still unattacked, but
very anxious.”” Since that date both cities
have been silent. No refugees among the
foreigners have been sent down the river
to Taku, as would have certainly been the
case had the allied forces actumally reach-
ed them, The only inference is that for
some reason, probably the want of water in
the river, the fleet has been unable to get
within striking distance of the city, render-
ing a long wait necessary until the land
force can come up. In the meantime, the
rumor which seems to persist, coming as
it does'from many sources, is that the
town has been almost wholly burned down,
including the greater part of the foreign
concession, and that 150 of the foreiguers
have been killed.

There are-no means of estimating accu-
‘rately the ber of the .besieged foreign-
ers. On the foreign directory of 1899 there
are some seven hundred names of men;
Buropean and American. Estimating the
women and children at twice that number,
would give a foreign population of a littie
more than, two thousand. Pekin, estimated
on the same basis, holds about nine hun-
dred, but to this number must be added
a multitude of missionaries, who, in the
beginning of the trouble, are known to
have fled thither for refuge. There are
also the forelgn guards, who might, per-
haps, make up another thousand. There
are no means whatever of estimating the
number of Japanese in the two cities, but
it must be quite large, in view of the im-
mense growth of the trade between the
two empires since the late war. :
The magnitude of the trouble, which is
deemed here to be far more serious than
the great Taiping rebellion, may be ind'-
cated by the fact that even Shanghai is
panic-stricken, and is calling for succor by
the Japanese fleet.

The attitude of the Japanese government
has been beyond all praise, and Is com-
mended by foreigners in unstinted terms,
Nearly every ship in its great fleet has
been put in commission for the emergency,
while an almost equally large fleet of trans-
ports is being loaded with troops and mu-
nitions of war, every preparation having
been made exactly as at the time of the
late confliet. All merely diplomatic con-
siderations and all fears as to whether her
“claims” will be regarded in the final set-
tlement of Chinese affairs by the powers
seem to have been flung to the four winds
This empire is evidently intent upon doing
the simple duty laid upon it by its geo-
graphical position, and by the emergency,
which in the interests of humanity con-
fronts it. The opportunity of laying the
whole world under obligation to it is cer-
tainly one not lightly to be put aside, as in
the final reckoning it ought not to be for-
gotten how generously it has been taken
up by a nation struggling with poverty.
One resvlt of the new turn which afmlrs‘
have taken in the Orient is the genera
recognition of the fact that all danger of
the much dreaded duel between Japan ani
Russia is now over. The latter power can
no longer dictate terms to Pekin. It must
hereafter be relegated to the role of partner
only, and with the other powers, including
Japan, settlement will be made.
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OUBA’S CONDITION.

British Consul-General's Report On the
Island.

London, July 12.—The report of the
British consul-general in Cuba for 1

says that “while the first year of United
States rule has disappointed Americans
as well as Qubans and failed to realize
expectations in the way of a great re-
vival of trade and needed public works,
it is only common justice to the United
States officials to say that no responsi-
bility for the mnon-fulfillment of these
expectations attaches to them. So far
as their aunthority allowed, they have

what they conceived to be the best in-
terests of the islands. I cannot see what
more could be done. The one thing that
was not in their power to give was the
thing Cuba needed the most—the estab-
lishment of a representative form of gov-
ernment.
R S e e
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The Chinese Bomba
Eleven Thousand
and Sixty Gu

Shanghai Panic St
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insurgent

According to news Te
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day morning, a great par
Shanghai when she sailed
A special to the Jiji, of
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gailing of the steamer f
says: The natives and j
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any moment.
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them proper protection.
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graph, Communication ¥
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United States Cons
Shanghai, according to ne
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with the Russian consul,
dered from that port five
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cer.. The commanders d
had announced that they
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pendently and favors

The bombardment of
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from Yokohama. The cd
the China Gazette, writ
Foo on June 21, by the
Pascal, which had left T
day, says, on the autho
engineer who with diffic
from Tien Tsin, that
Chinese had set fire to
The conflagration, which
central tower, caused g

The Chinese had mouy
of the native city §
Krupp guns, besides may
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tlement from the 18th.
it was reported, half t
ment had been burned

According to Chinese
ing of the city was very
eigners were erecting
ters with piece goo4
jammed in with mud
want of food and the d
was said to be telling te
dents, particularly the
Ten. :

LA very heavy engag
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bering as many as th
commander of the Bri
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it seems, who were sai
commanded by Prince
them the best of tH
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ports is by no mean

A special to_the
June 23, from Shang
bank official who &
leaving Pekin on ti
the Chinese troops 2
outrageous manner,
there are constant
danger. The reinfi
yet arrived in Pek
whereabouts even
foreigners are not
servants, and are
visions.

The father of the
to be the leader o
actually wielding s
Boxers’ party has bel
divisions, The pal
by the force under
Emperor, Empress
lu are in the palace
fore concerning the
Emperor, etc., aj
foundation.

. The leader of the




