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\BOUTTHE PAILIPPINES

Characteristics of -the Islands and
Commercial Potentialities if
Well Governed.

Bert W. Willison Talks Instruct-
ively From the Book of His
Experienee.

“The trade of the Philippines? Why
certainly it has great' potentialities.”

The speaker was Bert’ W. Willison,
the veteran circus proprietor, now taking
an off-season rest in Vietoria, and whose
long acquaintance with the Orient en-
ables him-to speak with authority where

Asiatic business is concerned.

“Since America’s war with Spain,” he
continued, ‘“these islands have been
brought very prominently to the front,
and the eyes of the commercial world,
ever on the alert for new fields, are cen-
tered upon the Philippines as they never
were before.. The many openings for
trade will be taken advantage of, now
that Spanish rule has been obliterated,
and the ‘open door’ policy so success-
fully pursued. in the past by Great Bri-
tain, we have uo deubt will be followed
by the United States government.

“The trade of the Philippines can be
classed under four heads: The export and
import, the inland, the inter-island and
the native or domestic, The export and
import trade is carried on by foreigm
tirms who have their establishments at
Manila, Iloilo, and Cebu, but the great
bulk of the trade is doné at Manila.
Great Britain leads in both exports and
imports, with the United States a close
second in exports, France, Japan and
Germany coming in, in the order named,
for only a small proportion of the whole,
while Spain, who .should naturally be
expected to be at the head of the list, is
at the foot.

“There are three staple articles of com-

merce now extensively produced—sugar,|y

tobacco and the fibre of a species of
banana plant called abaca, but better
known commercially as Manila hemp.
In the production of all these they still
use the most primitive methods in both
cultivating and preparing for market.
The plough is a crooked stick, drawn by
a water buffalo, which, with the single
exception of the sloth, is the slowest ani-
mal on earth. Yet the natives seem con-
tent to follow in .the footsteps of their
forefathers, and the Spaniards are too
lazy to teach them more modern methods
of tilling the soil.

“T'he sugar cane in many of the is-
lands is crushed by the natives with large
mauls or wooden clubs, which accounts
for the low grade of sugar produced
there, At the present time and for years
past the inland and inter-island trade
has been exclusively in the hands of the
CLinese residents. There are very few
large plantations, such as one sees in
the Hawaiian islands, the result being
that nearly all the agricultural produe-
tions of the islands are the work of the
ignorant native assisted by Chinese cool-
ies, 'The Chinese trader is the ‘middle-
man’ who gathers the small lots together,
puts them into marketable shape by bal-
ing and boxing and sending on to the
nearest port where the exporter and
dealer takes charge and places them up-
on the world’s markets.

“The small degree of prosperity the
country has enjoyed mnder Spanisk f;;gl‘e
has been entirely due to the indomitabla
push and energy of the Chinamen. Many
years ago the Spanish became incensed
at the business-like methods pursued by
the inoffensive Chinese who were be-
coming immensely wealthy and a power
in the land—in spite of the heavy taxes
they were forced to pay—and an edict
was issued banishing all Chinese from
the islands, compelling them to retarn
to China.

“The Spanish officials soon realized
that they had made a bad blunder, for
the necessary spur and stimulation of the
Chinese trader produced only enough for
their immediate wants, leaving nothing
for the tax gatherer. The authorities
found they had ‘killed the goose with the
golden egg’ and that the despised China-
man was a necessary evil; and they were
obliged to allow the Chinese npt only
to return, but to offer special induce-
ments in the way of concessions and
monopolies, since which time the Chinese
have had full sway. <

“The native Filippino is by nature im-
provident and easy-going. He is utterly
lacking in those characteristics of econ-
omy, thrift and acquisitiveness that are
inborn traits of the Chinese race and the
result has been that the native have seen
all his best lands slowly but surely ab-
sorbed by his shrewd neighbors with the
pig-tail.

““The fiber industry is capable of un-
limited expansion and by the introduc-
tion of improved methods of cultivation
and manufacture can be produced in
enormous quantities and at a reduced
price. The same can be said of the sugar
industry. The policy of “the Spanish

" has been one of repression.” They have

done all in their power to keep the hated
foreigner from the country; they have
discouraged and discountenanced all in-
novations and the introduction of mod-
ern machinery. They have adopted the
most auntocratic methods to prevent any
but their own people getting a foothold
in the islands and when a foreigner suc-
ceeded in establishing himself, mostly
through bribing the officials, at any show
of prosperity they invariably found some
means of making it as uncomfortable
for him that he usually left the country
disgusted with the Spaniards and their
Ways.

“Among the most important natural
productions abounding in all of the hun-
dreds of islands of the archipelago are
the immense virgin forests of hardwood
timbers, There are at least fifty differ-
ent varieties, among them many that are
found in no other part of the world, I
have noticed three kinds that were equal
to ebony in hardness and of most extra-
ordinary colors. Ome was of a deep
orange-yellow, one dark olive green, and
one light ruby red. They were all of
extremely fine grain and capable of being
highly polished. They will retain their
original colors for years. Samples of
native furniture made from these woods
that had been utilized by a family daily
for over sixty years were still g.ood for
many more and the colors retained al

- their . brightness and pristine freshness

as though.made from freshly cut mater-
ial, although they had never been either
oiled or varnished. The green and yel-
low varieties are certain to become in
the future most valuable timbers for in-
terior decorations and for fancy furni-
ture,

“Among articles of export that deserve
especial. mention are the edible birds’
nests that are so highly esteemed by the
Chinese, the finest quality bringing al-
most fancy prices. As high as $160 has
been paid for ome small nest, and to a
foreigner the soup, of which the nests
form only a small part, is one .of the most
insipid and tasteless dishes ever partaken
of. 'These nésts are found in caves in
some cases as far as thirty miles from
the seashore, and as the lining of the
nests is-of a peculiar kind of seaweed,

laid within a small framework of twigs
and glued together by a secretion from
the crop of the bird, the time and work
required to build a nest must be greit.

“The betel nut is another staple article
of trade and is used by all the natives.
The nut is wrapped in a species of pep-
per tree leaf that has been coated with
a lime paste, made from the ashes of
a certain kind of wood and is chewed in
the same manner as tobacco, coloring the
teeth a brownie-black. The natives
ch}un there are certain astringent and
stimulating properties in the nut and
leaf that act as a preventive of fevers
and 'stomach troubles.

‘“The Philippine markets are more like
bazaars, as you can find all kinds of
merchandise there. They are kept by the
woman, and the patrons are usually wo-
men, a8 the men consider it beneath their
dignity to do such work. In these mar-
kets you will find a profusion of vege-
tables, fruits, eggs, chickens and hun-
dreds of other edibles foreign to the eye
of a stranger, and the prices asked are
simply astonishing. Good plump chick-
ens can be bought for two or three cents
§ach: eggs, three and four cents per

ozen: and everything else in the market
that is produced in.the island at corres-
pondingly low prices.

“As in all countries where the neces-
saries of life are cheap, there is an enor-
mous amount of small copper coin in cir-
cu'ation, some as low as one-fourth of
a cent. The reason for this is that most
of the _artlcles of every-day use among
‘the natives cost less than one cent and
the cost of the raw material, for an or-
dinary native family, would not exceed
Six cents a day. = All the supplies for
the day afe secured in the morning and
as a rule the natives never think of lay-
ing in a supply of anything. All articles
used to prepare the meals are purchased
from ddy to day.

“It is customary among the foreigners

to let the contract for their meals to a
‘provldorq,’ a man who would be called
a butler in this copntry or in England.
The providore agrees to accept a stated
price per meal for each person, in some
cases 8o much a dish. By this system one
avoids the trouble of marketing and look-
ing after the cook, as well as being in-
sured against dishonest servants. The
providore takes charge of your entire
house. relieving you of all responsibility.
ou are really his guest in your own
home. One good feature of this plan is
that you know to a certainty what your
household expenses are- In no other land
can one live so cheaply.
. “What are looked upon here as luxur-
ies are necessities in the Philippines. It
is often the case where half a dozen
young men club together and rent “bun-
galow.’ as the houses are called, for them
to secure the services of a providore and
live in homelike comfort. Everything is
settled for by the providore, the cost of
80 miich per meal covering®provisions,
and the retinue of servants engaged for
the housework,

“Taken all ‘in all, in spite of the in-
tense heat and humidity, the immense
amount of rain that falls at certain
times of the year and the discomforts
and annoyance of the little red ant and
the musical mosquito all the year round,
one gets used to them, and there are
any worse countries on the face of the
globe and very few that present so many
flil:::l% :.nd none that have such enor-

luture commereial sibiliti
the Philippine islands.” g s
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THE Y. W. C. A,

Objects' and Progress of This Institution—
Work and Requirements of the
Local Branch,

The Y.W.C.A., a soclety which ¢
its motto, “Not by might, nor.by%wfe(;-r
but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts,"
and for its aim the protection of ¥young
ﬂ':su:n ’“t‘ rlangs of life, and also the help.
em to lead mo:

lives, was foundedrﬁx }lgf)%p{\:él dngvgﬂgggk:
roll of 900,000 members. A branch was
formed in Victoria in 1893, a ‘few ladie
banding together for this purpose. ng
many discouragements they have bravely
struggled on; until now there is an organiz-
ation in the /city that numbers 186 mem-
bers. There is work, but the committee
feel they need more sympathy and support
than is at present given. Among the mem-
bers of the assoclation are two cireles
sometimes called inner and outer clrclesz
The inner circle, or prayer union members,
are those who agree every Saturday night
to pray for young women of all ages and
in all classes of life, The outer circle is
all those who are enrolled members, but
who do -not belong to the prayer union.
The association has now secured a large
and comfortable house at 32 Rae street,
and the committee feel satisfied ‘that the
venture 8o far has been a success. A long
felt want in the city has been met by pro-
viding a respectable house, In a convenleni
locality, where women can find a comfort-
able home, &t cheap rates, either for one
night or for a prolonged stay, The neces-
sity for such a home must be acknowledged
by any one who knows anything of the
evils existing in the ecity, Provision is ‘al-
ways made for the meeting of any girl ar-
riving in Victoria, and the Y.W.C.A. in
Winnipeg and Vancouver is working in con-
nection with the branch here, constantly
forwarding information of those who are
on their way to the ecity.

The furnishing of the house has neces-
sarily involved a large outlay of .money.
The storekeepers of the city, who have al-
ways been most willing to help in every
possible way, have kindly supplied the fur-
niture that was absolutely necessary, and
have beed willing to wait for payment.
But the committee, feeling that the numbeyr
of boarders that have been in the house
during the past nine months (64) amply
justified the venture, now appeal to all
Christian people to help In paying off this
sum of $220, so that the future work of
the assoclation may be carried on free of
debt. %

Another branch of the house work is the
iuncheon room. Here may be found daily
from 12 to 18 ‘young women. having a
good and well cooked meal at a cheap
rate, with the opportunity of a quiet rest
in a comfortable reading room.

Much praise is due Mrs. MeKay for her
thorough work in the house, and during the
past month a valuable addition has been
made to the house staff, the services of
Mrs. Shroeder having' been obtained, and
pow as general secretary she is giving all
her timie to furthering the work of the
association. i

At the rooms an inquiry office Is to bhé
found, also a branch of the Women’s Kx-
change, which promises to be a source
of great usefulness. During the coming
winter arrangements are being made for
the spending of some bright profitable
evenings, a large room in every way suit-
able: being available in the house. A week
iy Bible class will becheld. Dr. Mary Mc-
~Neil has kindly promised some ‘“‘Talks on
How to Act in an Emergency.” Several
jecturers have promised - assistance, and
socigls of various kinds will be heid from
time to time. In all this part of the work
helpers are greatly needed. g

The committee ask for the support of the
public first, to help in paying off the debt
on the furnishing of the house; secondly
in providing any of the followiag arbiciet:

curtains, carpet or matiing, 8
o rdon, and chairs and tables; and
thirdly, in becoming sustaining “membery
of the assoclation by an annual subscrip-
tion of $5. All further imformation can be
obtdined of the President, Miss Carr, to
whose untiring energy much of the success
of the present work is due, or at No. 32
 Rae street, where visitors are cordially in-
vited to go and see and judge for them-
selves of the benefits afforded by the Young

Women's Christian thon.
/

>
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FIRE  PROTECTION.

How the Safety of the Suburban
Distriets Is at Presemnt
Jeopardized.

Chief Deasy’s Recommendation for
the Perfection of" the
System.

The inadequate protection from fire in
the suburbs of Victoria was a subject on
which Chief Deasy was interviewed yes-
terday. His views 'were expressed as
follows: i

“ Commencing with the eastern sec-
tion of the city, from Cook street to the
Jubilee hospital there is no apparatus.
The central hglls cover everything, and
the hill above Cook street almcst kills
our horses. We seldom save a building

up there. Water pressure is good on
the high levels; we have a few alarm
boxes there, but without men or appar-
atus, the chances are that we can only
save the lots.  We go out there, of
course, and do what we can. This sec-
tion ineludes Spring Ridge and the fine
residences on Rockland avenue. Our
principal losses iast year were outside
the fire limits; in fact, we lose almost
everything when we cover so great a
stretch of territory outside of certain
limits.

“Vietoria West also made considerable
work for a time. We have eight rentad
hydrants, two alarm boxes and a hose
reel over there. The reel is kept in a
stable, on Catherine street. A . volun-
teer company was -organized to look
after that section, but a majority of the
1aen are employed in the business sec-
tion during the day, and they have no
alarm' for the night. Our apparatus
and herses cover that district alro.

“ At Oaklands they have a small fire
hall and a hose reel. A volunteer comn-
pany, with a dozen members, are will-
ing to assist at a firee We have one
fire alarm bex in that district, and it is
a clear two-mile run from the nearest
city fire hall.

“My idea to cover the whole city is
this: Build a hall near Fernwood road,
which will cover the high levels and
Spring Ridge. Place in the hall two
men, two horses, and the combined
chemical engine and hose wagon. Build
a small fire hall in Victoria West. Place
10 more alarm boxes and 20 hydrants
throughout the city. Purchase another
steam fire engine, and a chemical engine
for the business centre, and have fully
trained men on the apparatus. The
820,000 asked for will purchase the
houses, horses and equipment. Remem-
ber, our engine has been in service for
10 years, and this is the only way to in-
crease the apparatus. It would be too
much of a drain on the yearly revenue
to procure what we need in any other
way. With 15 or 20 years to pay off
the loan, the annual tax will be light,
and if people would only ‘give this gues-
tion a little consideraticn, the cry of in-
creased taxation will give place to their
support on election day.

“No one would surely allow a slight
tax to stand in the way of protecting
their lives and homes. We hear no
complaints of premiums on insurance, no
matter how high they may be. None
can be willing to have their property en-
dan by fire, and it is in the hands
of the property owners to say ‘whether
they shall have what is urgently needed.
You may state that this is not the view
of a pessimist, but the candid truth, ex-
pressed by one who should know some-
thing about the danger from fire.”

MR. FAWCETT'S DEFENCE.

The medium through which Mr. Sif-
ton discovered that charges had actually
been made against Yukon officials was,
according to his own account, not the
London Times, but a committee of min-

ers in Dawson City. This miners’
committee, it appears, had both inter-
views and = correspondence with Mr.
Tawcett, the gold commissioner, before
they forwarded @ complaint to Ottawa.
The committee had met Mr. Fawcett by
appointment, and he stated that he was
powerless to remedy . evils com-
plained of. Last winter he had been
compelled to reduce his clerical force be-

feed them all winter. He had no anti-
cipitation at the time of the number of
“ stampeders ”’ which afterwards took
place, nor of the amount of . work it
would throw upon his office. The com-
mittee replied by letter; setting forth the
ingdequacy of the gold commissioner’s
force, and the delays in every depart-
ment, and urging that the proper repre-
sentative at Ottawa be at once commu-
nicated with. Mr. Fawcett replied by
Jetter that he had received the intelli-
gence from Ottawa that “a party of 12
persons had been appointed to assist in
his office,” and the reason they were not
already at Dawson was probably due
to their coming in over the Stikine
route.

A special committee was appointed to
interview Mr. Fawcett with reference
to the Dominion creek scandal, one of
the main sources of dissatisfaction at
Dawson City. It will be remembered
that a proclamation was posted, slgnev,i,
“ Thomas Fawcett, gold commissioner,
declaring Dominion creek closed to
prospectors, and stating that permits to
prospect could be obtained at the gold
commissioner’s office in Dawson City on
July 11, at 10 a.m. On Jqu 9 another
notice was posted, cancelling _the pre-
vious one, and declaring Dominion creek
“now open,” the notice being dated July
§. No permit being required, the pros-
pectors hurriedly set out for Dominion
creek, but they found they were too
late; ~people “in the know” had got
there before them, and by the time the
notice was posted many claims had been
taken up. ‘Mr. Faweett told the com-
mittee he was not responsible for the
first notice. = His statement may D
quoted as it is given in the committee’s
report, reproduced in the Klondike Nug-

et:
% “T thought permits unnecessary, and
illegal, as a miner’s right was the only
permit required, On my suggestion the
second notice \sas fméned on thetS:(l)x gg
July, but I understood it was nof
pnb,l'ished antil the 11th. Major Walsh
had them printed and pos_ted up on the
8th. - People went out prior to the Sth,
and staked with the dates 11, 12 and 13;
but whether or not they got their infor-
mation from this office, I have no means
of knowing. I am only one of the
council,” , L ;
Tt is said that Major Walsh’s, version
of the affair does not agree with that
of Commissioner Fawcett. His view- 18
that the matter was entirely within the
department of the gold  commissioner,
who must accept full responsibility. Mr.
Tawcett was ‘ the advocate of the
measure, drafted the do_cument, and
either handed it to the printer himself
or saw it handed.” There is apparently
only one point on which the two officials

are agreed—that the affair was a bun-

- fired 1
-shots at both. English and Rrenchig'go' suc-

cause the stores would not guarantee th

gle. Major Walsh is reported to have
said, “ The administration of affairs on
Dominion creek has been a mess from
ctart to finish, and I am sick and tired
of the whole business.” Mr. Fawecett’s
view is, “If I had had my own way,
there would have been no Dominion
creek muddle,” = The apportioning of
the responsibility can only be done after
the two officials have been brought face
to face and examined under oath; but
there was a bungle somehow, there can
be no doubt. 3
Another cause of dissatisfaction in
connection with Dominion creek was the
granting of permits to alleged favorites.
T'he most important evidence in support
of this charge is the following :
Mining Division of the Department of
the Imterio¥, Yukon.
Mining Recorder’s Office,
June 28, 1898.

Permisgion is hereby granted to Mrs.
E. Koch to locate or stake a claim on
sny unstaked and unoccupied ground on
the hillsides on closed portions of Do-
minion cdeek.

THOMAS FAWCETT,

(Seal.) Gold Commissioner,

Here again there is a conflict of testi-
mony. Major Walsh says he had noth-
ing to do with the above permit. Com-
missioner Fawcett says he issued it un-
der instructions * purporting to come
from Major Walsh.” In this case, as
in the others referred to above, the docu-
rient is signed by Mr. Fawecett, in his
official capacity as gold commissioner,
and if he is not prepared to defend it,
he _should produce the authority on
which he acted. Without such proof,
he cannot shift the responsibility to any-
one else’s shoulders. It is certain that
guch a permit ought not to have been
issued. If the creek was closed, it
ought to have been closed to everybody,
without exception.

It is possible that fuller knowledge
may put these transactions in a more
favorable light, and show that they are
not corrupt—that it was merely stupidity
and mismanagement. But in either case
it was a state of things which ought not
to have been, and which no self-respect-
ing government would wink at. If this
Dominion creek affair is a fair sample
of the manner in which the gold comey
missioner’s office was conducted, there
was ample ground for dissatisfaction
with the administration, quite apart
from any question of corruption.—Mont-
real Gazette.

THE FORTUNES OF WAR.

A remarkable thing in connectio t
warfare is that the ratio of casuu'lltlglig
constantly decreasing, the only exception
being the American eivil war. The follow-
ing gives the names and dates of some of
the principal battles,” together with the
?;m?a 0{0 wéuapons useéih and the number of

very one -
Datants: x Ty ousand of the com
bnx}nne {B.C. 216); swords and baitle-

xes; 500.

Hastin, A.D, 1340); & -
e 17%? ( ); Bwords and battle.
Bannockburn (A.D. 1814); swords and ar-

TOWS; f
Crecy (A.D. 1340); swords and arrows;

Ttalian troubles (A.D. 1870-71);
loading riflles; 90.( STy —

American civil war; muzzle and breech-
loading rifles; 70.

. Franco-Prussian (A,D. 1870-71); breech-
ioading rifles; 50.

British-South African (A.D. 1879); breech-

loading rifles; 64 =
(A.D. 1885); breéch-

British-Egyptian
loading rifles; 1.

*.In the Crimean war the British fired 15,-
000,000 shots, and killed 21,000 Russians,
or 1 man to every 700 shots. The French
forces in the same war fired 29,000,000
shots and killed 51,000 Russians, or one
man te every 500 shots fired. The Rus-
sians, on the other hand,.

a

ceeded in killing 48,000, or one soldier to
every 910 shots they fired.

‘War, after all, is not so dangercus a game
as the majority of people imagine, The
bullets of one army hit the enemy in safe
places 80 times out of every 103, Of ever,
103 shots which strike some soldier 43 wlil
lodge in the legs (from the hips down
to the feet); 33 shots will } in the
arms (from the shoulders to the tips of the
fingers); the abdomen receives bullets,
the chest and back 11, the neck 1 bu.llet,
%nddshots strike some part of the soldiers

eads.

It is further proved by official figures
that when a soldier has beern wounded,
even seriously, his chances of ultimate re-
covery ave very high.

On the basis of a table comglled by the
German war department, out of every
116 American soldiers wounded in Cuba or
Poato Rico, 99 will eventually get entirely
well:

Of the remaining 17 ont of the 116 wound-
ed soldiers 9 are found to die from their in-
juries on the ground before they can be
removed, and an average of 11 die after
reaching the hospital.

So that the chances of the American
goldier returning home alive were 90 out of
116.—London Daily Mail.

ESQUIMALT BLECTION, CASE.

Argument Heard on the Motion to
Strike Out the, Petition in Jardine
vs. Bullen.

Yesterday forenoon and part of the
afternooh were taken up in argument on
the motion on behalf of respondent in
the Hsquimalt election case, to strike out
the petition of Jardine vs. Bullen.

Mr. Justice Martin presided, Mr. Rob-
ert Cassidy appeared for the motion and
Mr. L. P. Duff opposed it. The objec-
tions raised against the petition were

nearly similar to those raised in the t

East Kootenay election case, though as
honds had been put up for security in-
stead of cash there was not the objection
taken that otherwise would have arisen
that the money by the terms of the elec-
tion act must be paid into the Bank of
England. The main argnment was as to
whether a master had been appointed in
accordance with the act, .
Mr. Cassidy argued that the aet stated
that the chief justice alone was author-
ized by the act to appoint “the duly pre-
scribed officer” and that the order made
by the other judges, authorizlpg \t.he
senior puisne judge to.act as chief jus-
tice. could not give the senior puisne
judge a right to appoint a master. In
any case Mr., Cassidy held that Mr.
Drake was not a properly appointed mas-
ter, but Mr. Combe, who had been ap-

be| pointed by the late chief justice in April,

1895 .

Mr. Duff took the ground that as the
rule under which Mr. Drake had been
appointed had: been made prior to the
consolidation of the statutes and the
legislature must have had cognizance of
jt as the rules for carrying out the elec-
tion act were required to be laid before
the legislature. Where an act had been
once judicially construed and the legis-
lature re-enacted the aet, the ligislature
must adopt that construection.

Mr, Justice Martin promised to give a
decision to-morrow as these preliminaries
must be settled at-once, the trial of the
action being set for Monday next.

GRATIFYING IMPROVEMENT.

«“My face was covered with pimples and
blackheads when I began taking Hood’s
Sarsaparilla, but after the use of this medi-
cine .a short time I was entirely cured. T
cannot recommend it too highly since it
has done so much for me.'” May Ryan,
North street, Oungah, Ontario. ‘

Hood's Pills are the only piils to take
with Hood’s Sarsaparilla. 25c¢,
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00013 number of
while it would be impossible to estimate | :

DAWSONSDIREDANGER

Fearful Epidemic of Last Summer
Will Be R peated Next Year
Unless Steps Are Taken.

Water Into Which Sewrage Has
Pereolated Used for Drinking
and Othrr Purposes.

The cold weather has no doubt by this
time gone a long way towards abating
the epidemic of typhoid fever that pre-
vailed in Dawson City during the sum-
mer months;  but the authorities stould
bear in mind that there is another sum-
mer coming, and if something is not
done to prevent it, an.epidemic ten
times worse may occur next year. In

many cases reports from Dawson have
been looked upon as emanating from

the imagination of sensationalists. The
stories which have reached the Coast
regarding the epidemic, however, would
appear not to have been overstated in

the least. Dr. Lambert, who recently
returned from the Klondike, made in-
guiries while in Dawson of the health
and sanitary conditions in the city, and
yesterday he placed the information he
had gathered at the disposal of the
QColonist. In an interview Dr. Lam-
bert said:

* Dawson City is built on flat, marshy
land, in a sort of basin, and extends up
the sides of the surrounding hills, which
are covered with cabins and tents. The
ground is wet during all the summer,
and the sanitary conditions are the
worst possible—in fact they are almost
too revolting for an exact description.
No drainage of any kind has been at-
tempted, and there are no sanitary ar-
rangements except such as common de-
cency demands.

“"The water supply is obtained from
four sources—the Yukon river, Klondike
river, a spring at the lower end of town,
and from shallow wells or holes. Of
these supplies, the water from the Klon-
dike is the purest, but can only be used
by those living near the river, and those
who can afford to purchase it at 50 cents
a bucket. The same remarks apply to
the spring, although the water from it
is open to suspicion. The sewage per-
colating through the marshy soil must
wash slowly into the Yukon, and the
shallow holes used as surface wells,
many of which are situated at the foot
of the hills, and would, therefore, get
the full benefit of the seépage. Owing
to the frozen ground a few feet below
the surface, the water and sewage can-
not sink, but must tend to spread over
the surface. The people have not even
been warned of the danger of this water
supply, or the comparative safety ob-
tained by boiling the water used.

“As an inevitable result of this almost
criminal neglect of the ordinary laws of
cieanliness, a fearful epidemic of ty-
phoid fever was raging in Dawson dur-
ing the summer, accompanied by dysen-
tery, diarrhoea, pneumonia and malarial
and mountain fever. At the end of
Anugust there were S0 cases in the Cath-
olic hospital, of which 60 were typhoid.
On September 14 the number of cases
had increased to 120, of which 100 were
typhoid. . Then there were the Presby-
terian hospital, with about 40 cases, and
small private hospitals,

the number in cabins and tents in the
town and neighborhood. In my opinion
from 700 to 1,000.cases would be a fair
estimate., The death rate, too, it was
impossible to estimate, the opinions of
the medical men varying from two to
six per diem, which is certainly high for
such a small population.

“ Many valuable lives have been sac-
rificed,” continued Dr. Lambert, “and

many more will be, for unless vigorous|g

steps are taken, a more serious outbreak
will oceur in the spring.

“The remedy is obvious, although
probably somewhat expensive. What is
required is surface drainage and a pure
water supply, which might be obtained
froin the Klondike river. Much might
also be done by impressing upon the
residents the safety of using water that
has been boiled, and the danger of using
‘water from the main river opposite the
town, for auy purpose, even for wash-
ing and cleaning dishes, for the water
is nothing more than liquid sewage.”

AN INVENTION FOR DRUNKS.

A brilliant idea has struck the police au-
thorities of Paris. From this day forward
vehicles s?eclally constructed for the con-
veyance of festive persons whom an excess
of Iced but strong drinks, added to the
effects of a tropical sun, have brought to
the verge of physical collapse, will be pro-
vided for use at all the police stations in
this city. Some of these new carriages are
already in view. The vehicles are built on
two wheels, and very much after the pat-
tern of the coster’s cart, save that they are
lower, narrower and longer. The passen-
ger to be conveyed will placed on. the
barrow, and securely kept on by a belt,
which is attached to the sides of the ve-
hicle. It is confidently believed that the
new cart will prove comfortable for those
who travel in it, and will make it an easier
matter for the lice officials to convey
unmanageable charges to their destina-

on.
“Qne more person drunk in a  wheel-
barrow,” will in future be a _familiar
phrase here, and the Parisian street urchain
may be expected thus unconsciously to take
a leaf from the books of Captain Marryat.
—London Telegraph.
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UNDESIRABLE IMMIGRANTS.

United States Complaint of Their Ar-
rival From Europe Via Canada.

Washington, Qect. ¥7.—Commissioner
Powderly, of the bureau of immigration,
has received a voluminous but important
report on the diversion of undesirable
immigrants from the ports of the United
States to Canada, from which country
the immigrants easily cross to the United
States. The report was written by Rob-
ert. Watchorn, an immigrant inspector,
detailed in June last to visit Europe to
study this question, as well as to_ascer-
“tain the truth of reports that the Italian

government bas regularly employed of-

ficials stationed on the steamboats sailing
for this country to coach immigrants as
to answers to make to secure landing
here. ‘A report has not been made on
this statement. { :
Mr. Watchorn finds that nearly every
country of the Old World has stringent
Jaws against immigration, the result be-
ing that this is the one country on earth
left open for undesirable immigration.
"fhe congested and festering quarters of
the Oid World continue to_send unde-
sirablﬁ people to us, according to Mr.
‘Watchorn. -
Bremen is the German port from which
come many of the immigrants to the
United States. The agents of the steam-
ship companies collect the immigrants
from all parts of the world at Bremen
and then send them to the United States.
Germany’s strict laws prevent any of
these people remaining in that country.
These laws also require shipping com-

panies to deposit 100,000 marks as a

for the purchase of a fair amount, some of

guarantee that they will return all immi-
grants rejected by foreign governments
and taken back to German ports. For
instance, i igrants rejected by the
United States and taken back to Ger-
many must be sent back to their native
homes at the expense of the steamboat
companies.

Mr. Watchorn states thgt the trend of
all European laws is to foist upon this
country undesirable people. Englund has
just put into effect a law which requires
mine owners to pay for injuries to their
employees and to pay for deaths incur-
red in work in the mines. The tendency
of this law to force the mine owners
to employ young men, who will be less
likely to injury and death, consequently
throwing out of ‘work older men. Those
turn toward the United States.

English - steamship agents are, of
course, well posted on all that goes on
in this country in the enforcement of the
immigration laws. As this enforcement
grows more vigorous the immigrants are
shipped to Canadian ports. This practice
is (_ialls{ on the increase, and thousands
of immigrants are coming into the Unit-
ed S!:ﬂled through that country.

It is though that the industrial com-
mission will investigate these questions
thoroughly. Comngissioner Powderly will
probably appear Defore the commission
and give his views. He will also submit
reports in his possession.

OPERATIONS ON 'CHANGE.

Politics Made to Hn\;t— a Depressing Effect
cn Prices in New York. and
London. \

New York, Oct. 24.—Che burden of sell
ing of stocks for.forelgn account growing
out of the stringency of money abroad and
the threatened outlook of the political
situation, coupled with the depressing ef-
fect of the supreme court decision against
the legality of the joint traffic association,
proved too much for the stock ‘market to
carry, and prices of most of the active
stocks are :between onc and two points
l(;;et to-night than they were on »atur-

sue Evening Post’s financial cable from
London says:

‘“L'he stock markets here opened steady
to-day, but this was ‘quickly followed 'by
a.severe slump in prices, which cousois
led. Politics was the ostensible reason ror
the fall, but monetary conditions and the
approaching settiement also had much to
do with it. Tne Glasgow market was
especially weak, and a sharp fall in Grand
‘frunk was mainly accounted for by sell-
ing from that quarter. Miues were flat.
‘Che carry-over in that market to-day shows
heavy diferences to be faced. Americans
were comparatively steady, but stiil, clos-
ing at avout the lowest. How far the
carry-over in general stocks to-morrow
may be relieved by the existence of a
bear account remains 10 be seen, but
money rates promise to be stiff. The dis-
position in city circles is to regard tne
political situation seriously, but there it
no approach to a panic, Should hostilities
with France actually occur, the position
would be serious, because siuch au event
is certainly not being discounted. The best
financial quarters are still considering war
as out of the question. Gold is down to
77s. 11d. 'The London discount market has
risen to 3% and 4 per cent. New York
is offering few bills here and is again
lending freely to this market for two and
three months. I Jearn privately that the
Bank of Kngland has already contracted

which will probably go into the bank

to-morrow. 'he Paris and Berlin markets

were dull.”
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A WESTERN AUTHORESS.

A New Novel by Julian Durham—Magazine
Matter About This Province.

e

Julian Durbam (Mrs. Henskaw) has made
a name for herself, not only throughout
British Columbia, but in the Dominion,
as an authoress of more than common
merit. Style marks the man—and the wo-
man—in_ the literary world, and Julian
Durham has a style that many fail to
reach; it is taking, and it sounds natural.

She has just returned to Vancouver from
a trip through the Canadian provinces and
to New York, During her absence she
arranged to write a number of articles for
different magazines and periodicals about.
British Columbia, which will all serve to
help in keeping this province advertised,
and, one hopes, they will add to the name
secured by the authoress. 'While in Toronto
Julian Durham read the final proof sheets
of her new movel, ‘‘Hypnotized?¥ which is
shortly to be published by the Ontario
Publishing Company, for which firm the
editor of the nadian Magazine is the
reader. One may be quite sure that Mr.
Cooper would not allow anything that has
not merit to pass his critical examination
favorably. Therefore, as he recommended
tht publication of “Hypnotized?”’ tile peo-
ple of Vancouver will look forward to a
very interesting novel.

Julian- Durham has lald the scene of
this, her latest work, in Enfland. The
prlnoipa‘l ﬁgure is 4 man wnw tingly and

t

e inn o i B

wer. There is a8 sco or vivid im -

glove writing with such a theme, nmuo

doubt, many will be curious to know how

the authoress has treated /it. = The novel

will be put out in a few weéeks, and curlo-

sity can then be satisfied. The price of

the novel will be, as usual, 75 cents, paper
cover; $1.25 in cloth.

we shail make scquaintance with the writ-
ings of Julian Durham in other forms than
in a novel. In the Canadian Magazine tos
November she will deal with *color music,
under some such title as “‘‘An Okanagan
Beethoven.” ~ Vancouver wili be treated
in - December, while Victoria’s turn will
come in the January issue of the Canadian
Magazine, Of. course, all these articles
will be largely illustrated.

As far as recollection serves, Julian Dur-
ham is the onl{nBrmsh Columbla authoress

whose works ve appeared in print t-
side the province. If this is the cnse—:‘d‘
indeed if it is not so—-it seems only natural
to suppose that the people of Vnncoﬁve'r
and of British Columbia generally will

. The way is per-
‘rl:gtf;l s ;ﬂug‘.’——%‘i\!‘nggs‘:gr Newn‘Advertgr,'
e i it
A GRAND TRUNK ENGINEER
SWHEARS BY DR. CHASE'S KID-
NEY-LIVER PILLS.» ; e

Mr. Geo. Oummings, for over 20 years
engineer on Grand Trunk running be-
tween 'Toronto and Allandale, says:—
“"The constant duty with my work gave

.land in general

5434 | b expected while Toyalty
5 thet‘ rate of 10 per cent. on
|- A 5

During November, December and January t

HOME FRILURES

And Serious Losses from Use of
Common and Adulter-
ated Dyes.

DIAMOND DYES
Are Used by AIl Wise and
Economical Women.,

The only pure. harmless and successful
package dyes for home dyeing are the
Diamond Dyes.

The imjtation package dyes and the com-
mon soap -grease mixtures are so largely
adulterated with foreign substances that
they are positively dangerous te use and
handle. No lady who values her garments
and materials will care to risk the coloring
powers of these adulterated dyestuffs.
Suffice it to say, the colots are dull, myddy
and lifeless, and cannot stand the mest
ordinary washing. P R e
The Diamond Dyes bave a long record
of triumphs and well-done work that has.
never been equalled in the history of home-
dyes. In every part of the world they
give delight and satisfaction, and are hailed
as true money savers.

Easy, pleasant and profitable home dye-
ing is only. possible with the tested and
popular Diamond Dyes.

As there are still storekeepers who sell
inferior package and soap grease dyes

\for the sake of long profits, see that your

dealer gives you the Piamond Dyes when
you ask for them. KEvery genuine package
has the name “Diamond.” 4

1t is poor judgment to pay ten cents for
adulterated dyes, when yeuw ean buy - the
guaranteed Diamond Dyes for the same
rice. 3
Send to Wells & Richardson Co., Mon-
treal, for book of directions and sample
card of forty-eight colors; free to any ad-
dress. .

THE ROYALTY EBXACTION,

With Abuse For Those Protesting, the
Chief Government Organ Fore-
shadows a Backdown.

The» following is from the offi-
ciully inspired correspondence of ‘the
Toronto Globe, the chief organ of the
Ottawa government:
“ Strong pressure is being brought to
bear upon the government l}y the miners
of the Klondike to induce 1t to diminish,
re-arrange or abolish the royalty now
collected upon the gold taken from
Yukon placers.
the federal exaction is so excessive that
it absorbs the profit of mining cpera-
tions, imposing a burden wpon the richr
claim greater than the owner should be-
cxlled upon to bear, making the ordinary
claim. unprofitable to work, preventing
the development of ~unworked claims,
bglx an injury to. the
whole district. ‘Some of the miners say
that no large investment of capital in.
hydraulic, quartz or placer claims need.

Y P

&
doubt pa%

ers who hayve the b
paying taxes, receives
asis from the

age so far to come out and ad
abolition of the royalty. . An
ination of the character
a.JporﬁonW(;ltl tll:e elemen%u nd the
agitation ‘ghow that representa-
tions, while they should receive carefuk
consideration, are not entitled to i
weight which would be attached to them
if they came from citizens engaged in
productive industry, and whose iuterests
viere identicdl with those of the coun-
try.

tion of the royalty comes from the bona
fide claim owner, it is entitled to re-
spectful consideration, but it is a ques-
tion whether" clamorings of the dis-
contented, idle' in some cases vi
crowd at ulzswmi:ﬂ Mdi:eﬁe d to
exert an ue uence | .conncils:
5 Inciude the whole populaiion i Aach
to tude g 1+ PG tion in su
an undiseriminating jon  as.
this, because there are many brave
adventurous spirits who have nothing in.
common with the idle vicious. . But.
it is a fact that. the eamp is overrun
with worthless people, who seek to live:
uron ‘the earnings of - the miner. -
large vrotporuon‘ jon of the wealth which is

piaced in the or invested in pre-
ductive in&usfries,mk'}gj g
bling tables or the barrooms

Tke pro of the

rcnce in, Da for thousands of dol-
R N e
-an ~gold ‘tossed across 1 ?ﬂ s daily
aggregates a fabulous sum. It is the
interest ot.therxnhlex‘l. saloon-keepers
and owners of dance halls that the go

to. Carib
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mo it it : :
would undoubtedly sustain the yhenh
mhredzﬁng the attempt which is
i de to abolish the royalty. The
tion of the Yukon and  the

presérvation of order dmongst bmnh-
tion. of. character now inhabitinj
call for the expenditure

;n"i sitt';g;at ?t dhmi “;i exigts under
or itself. any injustice e
the t system, the government.

no doubtibe disposed. to remove
it will’ insist. upen adhering to

and practical one undgr which a rev--
enue can be derived.: It wilt not allow:
itself to he stampeded -into the removal:
of the royalty, or into the reduction of”

me excessive pains in my back, racking
my kidneys. I tried several remedies un-
til T was recommended by my-ﬁremax'\,
Mr. Dave Conley, to try Dr. Chase’s
Kidney-Liver Pills. Two boxes have
completely cured me and T feel to-day a
better man than ever. I recommend

them to all my friends.

¥

it below a fair limit by the noisy crowd'
;at. Dawson. It is probable the go%n-
ment will take this subject up at an
| early: date, but:it zes"that there are:
two. sides to the question, and that the-
intcrests of the people of Eastern Can-
-ada must not be overlooked in coming
_to a decision.” s
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