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HEAR BOTH SISES !

“ Hear the other side,” is very good ad
vice, and the journalist who wishes to aid 
his readers in coming to sound conclusions 
on controverted subjects will let them know 
what is said on both sides. The fashion 
which some newspapers have of giving scraps 
of information on the side they favor is 
most unfair and moat unsatisfactory to their 
intelligent and fair-minded readers. For 
instance, the Westminster Columbian, in 
dealing with the question of the cancella
tion of Mr. J. P. McLeod’s certificate, 
although it says it is not prepared to eqter 
into the merits of the case, reproduces Mr. 
McLeod’s reply' to the findings of the 
Council of Public Instruction, and com
mends it to the attention of those of its 
readers who are interested in educa
tional matters. How can that neces
sarily onesided statement, made at 
the close of the proceedings, be of usé to 
persons who are interested in the cause of 
education in this province ? Those who 
really desire information on which to form 
an opinion on the merits of the dispute be
tween Mr-McLeod and the Department of 
Education must be in possession of the facts 
of the case fairly stated. They cannot form 
an opinion upon an ex parte statement such 
as that which the Columbian gives its read
ers. What would be thought of the friend 
of education who, in order to get7 a knowl
edge of the details of -a somewhat complicat
ed, case, should study only the speeches of 
the counsel for one side, refusing to read 
what was said by the advocate of the other 
side and rejecting as “ dry ” the evidence 
taken in the case. Hp would be looked 
upon not as an honest seeker after knowl
edge but as a purblind, bigotted partisan 
who did not want to know the truth. Yet 
this seems to be the estimate which the 
Columbian has formed of its readers. 
Neither it nor any of the other opposition 
newspapers has published the evidence 
taken in this case. The whole proceedings 
have appeared in the Colonist only. The 
other papers seem afraid to let the public 
have the whole truth. They _want their 
readers to, come to a conclusion from these 
partial and partisan representations. We 
trust that the day for that sort of journalism 
is past in this province. We know that 
there are in it—and Westminster no doubt 
has its proportion—a-large number of inde
pendent and intelligent men and women 
who want full information on subjects of 
public interest. They do not want to be 
treated by the newspapers as children and 
fools who" cannot judge for themselves, but 
must take their opinions at second hand., 
Let our Westminster contemporary act upon 
the assumption that there are sensible peo
ple among its readers, and treat them ac
cordingly. Let it give them all the facts of 
the McLeod case and other cases. It will 
find that, from a purely business point of 
view, this is the best policy, and its 
standing will be considerably raised and its 
ufluence increased.

and, if the new finds turn out anything 
like according to expectation, they will he 
followed by thousands more. It must not 
be said, and we believe that it will not be 
said, that the development of this rich 
country has been retarded by the apathy or 
the penuriousness of the Government.— We 
confidently believe that the Administration 
are alive to the importance of aiding in 
every legitimate way, those who are en
gaged in the devopment of the resources of 
the Kootenay country, and that they wiÜ 
-he ready and willing to do all "thaï can be 
reasonably required of them by those who 
are directly and largely interested in its 
advancement

A FAREWELL ADDRESS.

Lord Hartington is no more. He is now 
the Duke of Devonshire. He has been- 
transferred from the House of Commons to 
the House ofXords. When he was a Com
moner and Lord Hartington, he represented 
Rossendale in the Lowêr House. When he 
became the Duke of j Devonshire he bade 
adieu to his former constituents in a long 
address. It is the custom in such cases to 
make the farewell speech or letter [non
political, but the Duke of Devonshire dis
regarded this usage. His farewell address 
was political, and written with a view to 
advance the interests of the Unionist party. 
The Liberals have taken umbrage at this, 
and have declared that if a Unionist is 
chosen as Lord Hartington’s successor, they 
will protest against bis return. The Union
ists’ candidate is a Mr. Brooks, and every 
word which the Duke of Devonshire said in 
bis favor will be looked upon as a valid plea 
for taking exception to his return. It is 
contended that the Duke,’in advocating Mr. 
Brooks’ cause, used “ undue influence,” and 
as everyone knows the use of what is con
sidered by the judges undue influence, in
validates an election. It is not at all un
likely that the objection will have consider
able force. Use and wont are in the Old 
Country very powerful. The British are a 
■host conservative people, and in many cases 
usage has all the force of law. If, then, it 
can be shown that the Duke of Devonshire, 
in bidding good bye to his former constitu
ents, has violated one-of^be unwritten laws 
of the realm, it will go hard with Mr. 
Brooks both before and after election. 
The Commons of Great Britain is jealous of 
its rights, and will not readily submit to 
dictation from Dukes and Lords.

the best of school systems would be thrown enforcement, has caused so much disorder, 
into confusion in a very short time—would was, no doubt, adopted by Parliament, after 
be. in fact, unworkable. We do not be- consideration, by a small committee. The 
lieve that p, Council of Public Instruction is attention of the House of Commons not 
more likely to abuse its authority being called to this particular point, I think 
than is any of the Commissions for it is a serious and unjustifiable interference 
which the Advertiser shows a parti- with public.right# 
ality. We must say that we cannot see 
that the teachers of British Columbia" are a 
less independent and less fearless than are 
the teachers of the other provinces. As 
long as they do their duty faithfully and 
comply with the regulations fairly well, 
they need be hardly conscious that such a
body as the Council of Instruction is in ex- tlonal means, is it not the duty of good 
istence. We have seen some of the teach- citizens to obey a law which they believe to 
era of the Province in council, and they did be bad as long as it is on the statute book.! 
not act as if they were under any undue re
straint. They spoke -and acted as freely 
and unconstrainedly as it was possible for 
them to speak and act. We venture to say 
that at the meeting of the Teachers’ Insti
tute, which was held in Vancouver, a few 
days ago, and of which our contemporary 
speaks so highly, the school-masters and 
school-mistresses did not conduct them
selves as if' they were groaning under a 
heavy and a galling yoke. They were not 
depressed By the iron rule of the Council, 
ahd not one of them who had a clean rec
ord and a clear conscience had the slightest 
misgiving as to the permanence of his or .her 
license. The truth seems to be that the 
Advertiser affects to be scared by a bogey 
of its own creation.

A FIERCE ATTACK. the subjects which its members saw "fit to 
discuss. It does not assert that any limit 
has been set by the Department to the sub
jects which the Institute may discuss. It is 
composed of ladies and gentlemen who pos
sess discretion and good sense, and 
quite sure that they need no other restraint 
than that dictated by their own sense of 
what is fit and becoming in discussing 
the methods and the administration of the 
Education Department. Does the Times 
wish its readers to believe that the teachers 
were afraid to discuss these, or any other 
topics ? This is the conclusion to be drawn 
from what it says on this subject. It does 
both the members of the Institute and the 
Department a very great injustice when it 
tries to make the public believe that the 
freedom of debate, in the Teachers’ Insti- / 
tutes of the Province, is restricted by the f I
authorities, and that the teachers are so ' ’

*2The Regina Leader of the 5th inst, con
tains a fierce attack on the Hon." Mr. Dewd
ney. The editor lectures the Premier on 
political purity, and calls upon him to 
cleanse the Cabinet. He is indignant that 
the work of reorganization has been delayed 
so long. He says:

“Towards the close of the last session 
public opinion was so excited over the 
revelations before the committees that we 
feared the ex
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THE FISHERY COMMISSION.

I8b
We are very much pleased to see that the 

Hon. David W. Higgins has Been placed on 
the Salmon Fishery Commission. He is 
emphatically the right man in the right 
place. He is a-man of ability, intelligence 
ahd energy, and any work that he under
takes to do will be done thoroughly and 
well. He is intimately acquainted with the 
conditions under which the fishery is carried 
on, and although he has never been engaged 
in the packing business it will not take him 
long to master all Its details. He has, be
sides, nothing to unlearn and no prejudices 
to overcome. We believe that it is most 
fortunate for- the interests of one of the 
most important industries of the province 
that a man of Mr. Higgins’ talent and exper
ience is on'the Salmon Fishery Commission.

It is to be regretted that the government 
has placed on the Commission a departmental 
official so unacceptable to the cannera of 
the Fraser River as Mr. Superintendent 
W ilmot. He is certainly, with them, not a 
persona grata. The singular statements 
wnich he made in his very extraordinary 
report did not place them in a very favor
able .light before the world, and what 
they regard as the unfair treatment 
which they then received at his tyands 
has not disposed them to receive the news 
of his appointment with rejoicing. It is 
just possible that when the cannera and Mr. 
Wilmolf know more of one another their in
tercourse will become pleasant, and they_ 
will^have a better opinion of each other.

Of Mr. Armstrong, we know very little, 
indeed, but as be is a citizen of Westmin
ster, and has lived long on the banks of the 
Frasef, he must know a good deal about the 
salmon fishery and be in a position to aid 
intelligently in drawing up rules and regula
tions for its management.

All connected with the fishery will, we 
are sure, be gratified to find that everything 
pertaining to it is to be inquired into by 
intelligent and impartial men on the spot. 
The conditions under which the salmon 
fishery of the Pacific Coast is prose
cuted are peculiar. There is no such 
fishery anywhere else in the world. To at
tempt to regulate it from the offices of the 
Department of Marine and Fisheries in 
Ottawa, three thousand-miles distant, must 
necessarily be unsatisfactory to all 
cemed. Men who know all about a busi
ness are not apt to submit very patiently to 
the rule of men who know little or nothing 
about it, and it is, therefore, but little won
der that the relations between the Fishery 
Department and the fishers and packers of 
salmon were not always pleasant or agree
able. The cannera asked for a commission 
composed of impartial and experienced men 
who would pursue their enquiries on the 
spot, and the present Commission, though 
perhaps not all that they would like, is, in 

' its composition, as good as they had 
to expect.
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eon Hill, yesterday, am, 
tory for the Englishmej

It is surprising to see such intolerance in 
town ok Protestant England ; but, at the 

same time, since the processions are forbid
den by the law, it seems to us that those 
who act in open defiance of it are ill-advised. 
In a country where the repeal of bad laws 

obtained by peaceable and oonstitu-

even

posure of even a man of no 
consequence, who was also a member of the 
Ministry, might do injury to the Govern
ment, and we were assured that im
mediately on the close of the session the 
Cabinet would be reorganized. That was 
not long to wait, and then we said to our
selves: ‘ifr. Abbott is committed to an
administration above suspicion; he is fully 
as conversant with public men and public 
transactions as we are; he will do the cleans
ing work, and we have no malice to gratify. 
If sent to British Columbia, as Lt. Gov
ernor, he will be where he can do no harm, 
and if British Columbians admire him 
chaam a son gout. But three months have 
roiled away, and we know what Pope says 
about sin, that familiarity makes us em
brace what we loathed. We have it on the 
authority of Mr. Dewdney himself, that 
there is nothing in'the cry that he ‘must go.’ 
Anyway, it is high time to sound the 
trumpet, which, out of consideration for 
Sir John Macdonald, and subsequently for 
others, has lain silent too long-.

The editor of the Leader blows the trum-
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A RISING MAN.
¥Sir John Goret, Secretary of the Trea

sury, is, next to Mr. Balfour, the most pro
mising of the rising politicians of the British 
Conservative Party. Sir John belongs to 
the new school of Conservatives. He was 
the political tutor of Lord Randolph 
Churchill,, and is, with that erratic but 
brilliant nobleman, a leader of the school of 
Democratic Conservatives. It is, in fact, 
hard to distinguish between suph Conserva
tives as Gorst, and such Radicals as Cham
berlain. They# would both import, what 
used to be considered purely social ques
tions into politics, and they are both the 
warm friends of the workingman.

Sir John Gorst has fought -his own way 
up to his present position; He started in 
life with but few advantages. When quite 
a young man and studying for the bar, 
against the wish of his family and to the 
great apparent injury of his prospects in 
life, he sailed for New^Zealand, to be a lay 
helper of Bishop Patteson in the South Sea 
Islands. The missionary fit, however, did 
not last long. He fell in love with a fellow- 
passenger on the voyage, having little else 
to do, and when he landed in New Zealand 
he was an nagaged man. Instead of going 
to Christianize and civilize the cannibals, 
Mr, Gorst accepted a position under Sir 
George Grey, Governor of New 
Zealand. While ip that colony he 
formed quite a romantic friendship 
with William Thompson, a Maori chief, who 
taught him to respect and sympathize with 
the dark-skinned natives of British Colon
ies everywhere. Mr. Gorst did not remain 
long in New Zealand. After a few years 
residence there be, with Ms little family, 
returned to England. There he recom
menced the study of law, and in time was 
admitted to the bar. In 1866 he entered 
Parliament as member for Cambridge. He 
was an aràent admirer of Mr, Disraeli, who 
recognized the ability of his young disciple. 
Mr. Gorst, it appears, distinguished himself 
as a dashing and fearless member of the 
Opposition. After the election of 1868, in 
which the Tories were completely snowed 
under by the newly enfranchised electors, 
Mr. Gorst set about reorganizing thé Con
servative Party. He saw that the time had 
come for the inauguration of a new system, 
and, much to the disgust of the old fogies, 
he set electioneering among the Conserva
tives on_a new basis. His methods were 
democratic. He left it to the constituent 
cies to choose their own candidates; before, 
they had been in the habit of accepting, 
without question, candidates which tHe 
party managers in London saw fit to Bend 
them. When the dissolution of 1874 came 
Mr. Gorst had his forces well organized 
and predicted that the Conservatives would 
have a majority of at least fifty. 
His prediction was received with incredulity 
by the whole Conservative party, from Mr. 
Disraeli downwards, and his forecast was 
nicknamed, “Gorat’s champagne estimate,” 
indicating that champagne had a good deal 
more, to do with it than arithmetic based on 
reliable information. However, it turned 
out that the majority exceeded the “ cham
pagne estimate ” by fifty per cent. That 
was the day of the young politician’s 
triumph, and everyone supposed that when 
the new Government was formed, Mr. 
Gorst would come in for something good. 
But the chief bntler did not remember 
Joseph. Mr. Disraeli, flushed with the 
victory which had been in a great measure 
gained by the patient labor of his humble 
follower, and beseiged by applications from 
men of influence, wholly neglected Gorst, 
and in the division of the spoils he got

poor-spirited as to submit without even a pro
test to such' restriction. W’e know that there 
are two or three malcontents and irrecon- 
cilables who are doing their best to make 
the teachers of the province believe that 
they afe a down-trodden set of 
and women, who dare not call their souls

:

their own, and that the Times has made 
itself their organ; but, as the facts are 
against them, we do not think that they 
will succeed in either terrorizing the teach- 

pet with a will, and although the blast is by ers or in misleading the public. , 
no means musical, it will bo heard from the 
centre to the sea. The Leader, in plain 
terms accuses Mr. Dewdney and fourteen 
others whom he does not name, of having 
resorted to improper practices in order to 
make money out of the townsite of Regina.
It does not mince matters in the /east, and 
its only concealment is withholding the 
names of the persons whom it alleges were the 
implicated with Mr. Dewdney in the trans
action. In proof of some of its assertions, 
the Leader publishes the facsimile of a 
letter which Lieutenant-Governor Dewdney 
wrote to Green, his groom, on July 22nd,
1882. The letter, as it reads, is a harmless 
one enough, but Mr. Davin sees a hidden

The Times knows very little, indeed, 
about the systems of education in force in 
the other provinces of the Dominion, when 
it says that in them teachers are allowed a 
free hand in giving instruction and in 
making ,what they consider, improvements. 
,The course of instruction is prescribed in 
them as well as in this province, and so are 

>ks to be used. Our contemporary is 
l to admit that what we said with

m
!V A SHOCKED SYCOPHANT.

The Vancouver World ia shocked that 
tne Colonist should have the audacity to 
criticise the words and acts of the Attorney 

> General. Independence is a word which is 
not ip its vocabulary. It is perpetually 
qither fawning or snarling. Its praise or 

'its censqre arfe dispensed with a perfect 
disregard of the deserts of those whom it 
flatters and vilifies. The consequence is 
that it is held in utter contempt by both its 
friends and its opponents. It imagines 
that the Colonist is out of favor with the 
Government, and that.it can consequently 
flout it with impunity. Here is a specimen 
of its criticism. In the controversy be
tween the Colonist and Mr. Davie, it of 
course decides in favor of the Attorney 
General, and then goes on to spy;
“The gentle tap given the CohcNisr by the 

"Attorney General for its misbehaviour in 
this matter, has drawn from that journal 
column upon column of the vilest and most 
brntal abuse that possibly has ever appeared 
in a journal, generally supposed to be the 
mouth-piece at the Capital of the 
Government, of which the Attorne; 
General is one of the ministers. ’ 

This is the sort of stuff that the World 
dishes up for the Vancouver public. We 
are far from having so low an opinion of the 
godd taste and the intelligence of the citi
zens of Vancouver as to suppose for a mo
ment-that t,hey approvj of this low and 
senseless style of journalism, and we have 
no doubt tha|iit$ny of them have before 
now shown theit fiiaapproval of it in a man- 

NOT UN BRITISH. ner as striking as it is effective. The World
, ----- is sadly mistaken if it thinks that its flun-

The News-Advertiser, in discussing keyiam is acceptable to the public of British 
“ The Public School System,” takes excep- Columbia. If there is one thing more than 
tien to the power with which the law in- another that manly British ' Columbians 
vests the Council.of Public Instruction. It despise it is a sycophant, and that ia pre- 
epeaks, of that Council as “a tribunal cisely the part which the Vancouver World 
which ij entirely foreign to our national in- plays in the theatre of journalism. We ven- 
stitutions.” If our contemporary had ture to say that on this very account its in- 
given a little more attention to the subject fluence is as near to. nothing as it is possible 
it would have found that power to cancel for that of a newspaper to be. 
teachers’ licenses is invested in some official Well, to the surprise of the World, no 
or some tribunal in every province where a doubt, we, although we have fallen under 
system of public education exists. In this the displeasure of the Attorney-General, 
province, previous to the legislation of last gtill exist. And more than that, we can as- 
session, the Superintendent of Education, BQre the World that the Colonist has not 
by and with the consent of the Lt.-Governor been muzzled. It is still ready to defend 
in Council, could cancel a teacher’s license, itself against all and sundry who attack it, 
In New Brunswick the Board of Education, including Miv Theodore Davie and his 
appointed by the Government, has the henchman, and it will criticize the public 
power of cancellation, so it has in Nova aets of even the Attomsy-GeneraV as often 
Scotia. In Prince Edward Island the same g* jt believes the public good will be ad- 
state of things exists, and has long existed, vanced by such criticism.
In Ontario, if we are not mistaken, the law 
invests the Inspector of Schools with the 
power to cancel certificates to teach,-and in 
Manitoba, we have reason to believe, Inspec
tors have the same power. We sp^akin the 
two last cases from memory not having the 
school acts of the provinces before us. But 
we are pretty sure that what we have said 
will be found to be correct. With regard 
to the maritime provinces of the East, - we 
know that the tribunals, which the News- 
Advertiser declares are entirely foreign to 
the spirit of our national instithtions, have 
long be A established, and we have not yet 
heard a single complaint of the way in 
which they have exercised their authority.
The teachers of those provinces are as in
telligent and as independent a set of men 
and women as are to be found in the Dom- 
ion. They do not consider themselves ill- 
used. They know that the rules and regul
ations of their respective education depart
ments must be enforced, and they consider 
it ho hardship at all to carry out all they 
took upon themselves when they obtained 
licenses and engaged to teach under the 
education laws of their several provinces.
They have perfect confidence in the • integ
rity and impartiality of the various 
Boards of Education and, as far 
as our information extends, they 
would prefer to have any disputes that may 
arise, with respect to schoolsJand school" 
masters, inquired into, and adjudicated 
upon by them, rather than by any, of the 
other tribunals.

Those who know anything about the con
dition of a province in which a system of 

Invoking the Blue t-aw8- public schools has been in operation, do not
PiTTSBtTBG, Pa., Jan. 12.—The law and

Order League will, fo-day, serve 100 War- need be told that dl9Pu,es and gestions 
rants for the arrest of all newspaper em- peouliar to the system are constantly aris- 
plpyes, news-agents, carriers and. employes fog. The conduct, too, of teachers, need» 
ofthe Union News Co who sell the Sunday ervision. It haa been found that no 

paper on the Sabbath day. The f A t . - . , .
is brought under the “Blue Laws” of school system is complete without a tri- 

1794. The proprietors of the Sunday nçws- banal of its own, invested with Authority to 
papers will take the matter to the Supreme inquire into and settle school dispute#, and 
fcourt. The Law and Order League is discipline and dismiss teachers who are

Sun^y^ew^Pers^der6^ same negligent, incapable, immoral or insubordi
nate. Without some such central authority

■

oblij
regard tp the cancellation of licenses is cor
rect, but it says that we will search the 
educational records of the Eastern Provinces 
in valu for a precedent to justify the Gov
ernment in the case of Mr. McLeod. This 
may be so, for it is quite possible that we 
would search the records of those provinces 
in vain to find a case in which a teacher b&s 
assumed the same attitude towards the 
authorities as Mr. McLeod has done.

meaning behind the simple and apparently 
innocent phrases, and reserves his analysis 
of it for a'fntnre number of his paper. A 
telegram from the East informs ns that the 
Toronto Globe makes a great deal out of the 
mysterious hints contained in the article, 
and the instructions wbiqh Mr. Dewdney 
gave his servant in the letter. This, how
ever, does not prove that the accusations 
contained in the Leader are damaging to 
Mr. Dewdney’s reputation. That paper is 
just-as ready to extract a meaning out of 
Mr. Dewdney’s letter about a section of 
wilderness land and cutting grass as Dodson 
and Fogg were to see something tender end 
compromising in poor Mr. Pickwick’s note 
suggesting “ chops and tomato sauce.”

If Mr. P'avin were not an eager aspirant 
for office, and if he had not kept his damag
ing secret for nine years, remaining in 
friendly relations with Mr. Dewdney most 
of the tiflpC^e would ( have more faith in 
both Mtj Davin’s sincerity and in the im
portance of the information be possesses. 
If he has, for any length of time, known 
that Mr. Dewdney, while filling a public 
office of considerable importance, was 
guilty of corrupt practices—that he had 
made an improper and unlawful use of the 
information he bad gained as Lieut.-Govér- 

of the Northwest Territories to enrich 
himself at the expense of the country 
—and has kept the knowledge to himself, 
we can hardly see how he can claim to be 
a faithful servant of the people of that part 
of the Dominion. We always view with 
suspicion revelations that are made after 
years of silence by a man who thinks that 
he is injured, or whose ambitious schemes 
have been thwarted. Thejjghteous indig
nation of a disappointed Office-seeker is not 
entitled to much sympathy, particularly if 
he has been nursing that indignation in 
politic silence for any length of time.

-

m Tost lirai
Vanhurst and Wh 

and nine year* old r< 
Magistrate Belyea, j 
charge of stealing a ■ 
ft N. railroad. Va 
until Monday, and 1 

nt of his

THE POWER OF PARLIAMENT.

We see that a second commission to en
quire into the conduct of the late Govern
ment of Quebec is spoken of. Is this set
ting commissions above governments either 
safe or constitutional ? The proper judge of 
the conduct of a Government is, in the first 
place, "Parliament, or the body in which 
the people are represented, whatever may 
he its name, and, in the second place, the 
people. If Parliament chooses to delegate 
itt powers in a given case to a Commission, 
well and good, but the people are behind to 
judge both the Commission and Parliament. 
When a Governor-General or a Lieut.-Gov- 
ernorjippoid^g a commission to enquire into 
the conduct of the members of a Govern
ment he, m our opinion, takes upon himself 
an authority that belongs ot right to the re
presentatives of the people. It is to them, 
and not to the Governor, that the ministers 
are responsible, and Parliament is the tri
bunal which should either acquit or con
demn them.

There are many who say hard things of 
members of the present Dominion Govern
ment. What would the people of the Dom
inion say if the Governor-General, giving 
ear to the counsels of enemies of the Gov
ernment, appointed a Commission to enquire 
into, the conduct of Mr. Abbott and his col
leagues ? If such an act on his part would 
Hot provoke a revolution, Canadians are less 
intelligent than we believe them to be, and 
value their constitutional privileges more 
lightly than we think they do. The people 
of* the Dominion would naturally say : 
“ Parliament should have the first chance 
of pronouncing upon the conduct of the 
Ministry, and, after it has given its decision, 
the Governor-General, if he believes that 
that decision is not "In accordance with the 
conclusions arrived at by us, can then ap
peal from Parliament to the electorate. ” It 
seems to us absurd to say that it is proper 
and constitutional for a Lieut.-Governor to 
do what- the Governor-General, or the 
Queen herself, would not venture to at
tempt.

This, or something like this, was the 
ground taken by Sir John Macdonald in 
the Letellier case. Sir John, in one of the 
ablest speèches ever delivered ' in Parlia
ment, showed that the power of a Governor 
to dismiss his ministers was one so sur-
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ACROSS THE LINE.con-
Honest Canadians feel indignant and 

humiliated when they hear of the corrup
tion that has been successfully carried on 
in their own country. They' blush for 
Canada when they are told that members 
of Parliament and men high in the civil 
service have conspired with contractors to 
rob the people, for the purpose both of fill
ing their own pockets, and of debauching 
the electorate. They are astounded when 
they read that the agent ot the Premier of 
a province was allowed to draw an immense 
amount of the people’s money out of the 
public treasury, and expend it in paying 
the debts of the Premier, in aiding friends 
in the Government, and for his own pri
vate purposes. When they know that 
men whom they believed to be honest have 
robbed the people themselves, and have 
associated with the robbers, they are in
clined to believe the stories which they read 
and hear of corruption that is still undis
covered. But when all that is told 
and all that is suspected of Canadian cor
ruption, disgraceful as it is considered, it is 
not for a moment to be compared with the cor
ruption that flourishes on the other side of 
the national boundary line. There corrup
tionists donotgo to the trouble of hiding their 
acts. Their rascality is open and audacious. 
Offices of all kinds are bought and sold, 
and politicians have their market price ts 
certainly as horses and steers. We 'have 
net to go far to find evidenced this. , The 
Americans themselves proclaim the humi
liating facts in the face of the whole world. 
At a meeting held in San Francisco, on 
Tuesday last, a resolution was passed stat
ing that th^- inquiries 61 the Grand Jury 
had shown “that official venality of the most 
depraved type existed in the cilgr and state 
governments, that all positions, from United 
States Senator down, were sold, and that 
legislators brazenly bartered their votes.” 
That meeting was convened be
cause the attempt made by . an 
upright judge and an honest grand 
jury to bring meti who were knoryn 
to be thieves, boodlers and officials unfaith
ful to their trusts to justice, had failed 
through the intrigues of corrupt poli
ticians, aided by judges who had been 
bought. For a few weeks the California 
bosses trembled. They feared that justice 
would overtake them at last. But they 
found means to defeat the efforts of honest 
men to purify the Government of the state 
and the city, and now the bosses are again 
holding up their heads as fearlessly and as 
shamelessly as ever they did. To this con
summation Canada will come if the people 
do not show that they are in earnest in 
stamping out corruption wherever it shows 
itself[ be the place high or low,
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- THE KOOTENAY COUNTRY. '

The accounts that are continually reach
ing us from the Kootenay district lead to 
the conclusion that it is one of the richest 
mining regions, not of this continent only, 
but of the world. Discovery after discovery 
has been made, which proves that the 
country abounds in the most valuable metals 
and minerals, and much of its area is still 
unexplored. Enough, however, is known of 
its great resources to attract enterprising 
investors and hardy and enrageons miners. 
The prospect is that very large additions 
will be made to the population of the dis
trict in the ensuing year. If the country 
on further examination proves as rich as it 
promises to be Vities will soon spring up in 
it, and it will become in a very short time 
the most populous as well as the richest 
part of the province.

The country is, however, still rough and 
undeveloped in every way. Before the 
miners can avail themselves of the riches 
that are to be found in almost- every part of 
it, it must be made easier of access. Roads 
and trails must be opened and improved, 
and bridges built wherever they are re
quired. This is the legitimate work of the 
•Government. We are not among those 
who believe that men engaged in the 
.different industries of the country should be 
petted and spoon-fed by the Government. 
But the Government should give them a 
chance to help themselves. It is not to be 
expected, that the miners in a new and 
rough country, like West Kooteny, can, in 
addition to the work of prospecting and 
mining, make the roads and open the trails 
that they require. ThoSe roads and trails 
are for the use of all, and all should bear 
their share of the expense of supplying the 
district with sufficient means of intercom
munication. Let the Government convince 
itself of the richness of the country and of 
the prospect of its being soon settled, and 
then begin energetically the work of open
ing it up. The money invested in' aiding 
in this way the development of the Koote
nay District, will be sure to bring in a large 
and quick return. The addition of only 
thirty thousand consumers and tax-payers 
to the population of the province will 
greatly stimulate its trade, and materially 
add to its revenue. Men who know the 
district, and have a good idea of the nature 
and the extent of the discoveries that have 
been recently made in it, believe that before 
three years have expired its population will 
have increased to a far greater extent than 
thirty thousand They have seen how less' 
promising areas in the United States have 
been settled, and they speak with a confi
dence that shows that they have perfect 
faith in the truth of their own predictions.

It is certain that as soon as the Spring 
operations commence a very large accession 
will be made to the population of Kootenay. 
This, they say, will be the first instalment,
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UNCONSTRAINED.m
-

One of the objects of the Times is, evi
dently, tô create the impression that the 
teachers of this province are ruled by the 
Department of Education, with a rod of 
drqn, and that they dare not give ex
pression to their views on any matter con
nected with the management of the public 
schools. Nothing can be further from the 
truth than this. The Superintendent is, in 
his interbourse with the teachers, exceed- 
ingly mild and most considerate. It is 
hard to imagine an official with less offi
cialism in his manner than Dr. Pope. It is 
our belief that teachers are wholly St their 
ease with him and they can arrays depend 
upon his-going as far as his sense of duty 
will allow him, to. do them kindnesses. To 
represent him as a tyrannical official who 
strains his authority to injure those who 

•/Tended him, is, we are fully con
vinced} to do him a cruel injustice.

Neither is the Education Department 
meddlesome or exacting. When teachers 
and trustees show that they are desirons of 
complying with and carrying out the law in 
good faith, they are helped by the Depart
ment and not hindered, 
those who undertake to administer the 
Public Schools Act, and those who lyild th 
office of teacher under it, put themselves 
above the law, or act in contravention of it, 
they come into collision with the Depart
ment. What else could they expect ! The 
officials of the Department have been 
appointed to administer the law as they 
find it, not to alter or improve it, or 
to act independently of it, and it is 
their duty to see that all who are working 
under it must act in the same way. Even 
with those who evince a disposition to carp 
at the law and to disregard the authoritative 
rules and regulations, have been treated 
with forbearance by the Department, and 
have hot been proceeded against until they 
have openly set its-authority at defiance.

Even the Times is forced to admit that 
thé teacher’s attending the Mainland Insti
tute spoke with freedom and fearlessness on

DISGRACEFUL RIOTS.
✓

1 The Salvation Army is having a pretty 
hard time of it in Eastbourne, an English 
watering place containing about as many in
habitants as this city. There is a perpetual 
feud between the roughs of the town and 
the Salvation soldiers. For some time baek 
the army cannot make its appearance in the 
street without beihg attacked and very 
roughly bandied. The people of the army 
and their friends say that jthe police, so far 
from prbteeting them from violence, treat 
them badly and encourage the mob. On the 
3rd of this month the Salvationists were set 
upon by the roughs, who Ill-treated them 
and took their musical instruments from 
them and threw them into the sea. The mob 
carried away the standard of the company, 
and when the soldiers made a rash to re-
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man.
politics, and when he was left out in the 
cold he had ,to look for practice 
solicitors who were shy of a political 
lawyer. It was then that he became a member 
of what was called the Fourth Party. Its 
four members were Lord Randolph Churchill, 
Sir Drummond Wolff, Mr. Balfour and 
Mr. Gorst. This party of four became a 
power in Parliament. Its members were 
audacious as well as able, and not too amen
able to party discipline. It was then that 
Lord Randolph came into prominence. Sir

from
rounded by restrictions, that it was most 
difficult to say when it ought" to be exer
cised. In that speech, he asserted the su
premacy of Parliament by a most formidable 

of authorities and by arguments, 
at the time, regarded
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*r; array
wBich were, 
as irrefutable. If Sir John had been

have o
cover it^there was a somewhat unseemly 
struggle, in which the women had their 
clothes badly tom. The mounted police 
charged the crowd, and'in their efforts to 
escape, being trampled upon by the horses, John Gorst was, in 1885, appointed

Solicitor-General When' the Unionist 
administration was formed he was 
appointed Under Secretary for India. 
He was the representative of England, at 
the German Labor Conference. He had be
fore by his speeches, distinguighed himself 
as the friend of the workingman, .and his 
action at that Conference, and since, has 
proved that he well deserves the title. In 
the changes rendered necessary by the 
death of the Postmaster-General, Sir John 
Gorst, who was spoken of in connection 
with that position, was appointed Secretary 
of the Treasury. There- can be no donbt 
that he will be a member of the next Con-

1 alive at the time of the Quebec crisis, 
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many were serionsly injured. The scene 
seems to have been a very disgraceful one, 
and it does not appear that the Salvationists 
did anything to provoke attack. Street 
processions are under theBan of the law in 
Eastbourne. A clause was smuggled into 
the municipal act xand confirmed by 
Parliament which gives the enemies 
of the Salvation Army in that town 
a pretext for ill-using the soldiers 
and calling upon the police to break up, 
their meetings. The Army, instead of 
waiting quietly until this part of the local 
act is repealed, believe it to be their duty 
to hold their meetings and to form their 
processions as if it did not exist. The con
sequences are, as we see, deplorable. The 
disturbances in the town haye been fre-' 
quant, and they must have been a great an
noyance to all peace-loving and well-dis
posed citizens. Sb Edward Clarke, Q.C.,

. writing to Mr. Addison, member for the 
, borough, says :

Of course, when

e

Burned to Ihe Water’s Edge.
San Francisco,-Jan. 12.—The steamer 

Australia, which arrived from Honolulu at 
11 o’clock this morning, reports that the 
whaling bark John P. West was burned to 
the water’s edge, on the 6th inst., off Dia
mond Head, Honolulu. Thé crew were all 
saved. -

s-
;

been discussed in the Legislature, and the 
people would have been in a position to con
sider the enormity of the offences of the 
boodlers without being blinded by prejudice 
and without having Mercier represented to 
them as the victim of Ottawa tyranny and 
Ontario bigotry. Mr. Mercier not being 
able to .pose as a political martyr and a 
sufferer for the sake of his race and his 
religion, would appear before the people of 
Quebec in his own proper character—an 
unscrupulous Mid unprincipled political 
schemer.

servative Cabinet. In the Conservative 
party, as we have already said, he ranks 
next to Mr. Balfour. It is needless to say 
that Sb John Gorst is an able man. He 
would never have attained his present posi- 
tipn if he were not. He is q good speaker 
and remarkably cool in debate. There is 
in him a vein of cynicism which some who 

“The by-law which, in its admire hitg do not like. 1*
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