b yo!
: govers |
- Mr. Brown—We sa >
by a’ redistribution  measure which
will deal with every constibuency ' in
e province, It would take into con-
sideration, in bh‘:a first place, the v;’tr'
'ing power of the proviuce; in. the
Snig ol ' gﬂﬁb@hvnt‘."ﬁthe.
rd place; their
ize and their distance from the cap-
ived | ital, and their isolation, as, Cariboo,
that | being’ widely separated and having
this | intereats diverse from the other dis-

8 with | 88 one, ‘and  that a redistribution
 Shanth| MSh B BB which wotbd aams |
¥m . of the | nearer to -equalizi g -the thing ‘all
ng " i us to | over the proviuce. 5
it was clear the | Hon. Mr. Robson—Is it your opiu-
far advanced |ion that a sweeping, a complete re-
arger dele. ution measure  could be pro-
perly carried out now with the infor-
icto! mation we have as to population ? Do
& parts | you think the provinceis ina position
not seen eacl | 10 enable the government to deal in-
and | selligently properly in respect of
vints | such redistribution in the absence of
‘the Glo- | & census or other data ?
| to'do| Mr. Browp—That is‘a matter of
‘your {course that I could not presume
i : (Reads mem- | to'speak upon definitely, not knowing
-one clause re- | the - information “that is in the
f yomen: | pisseasion of the governmenit.
clause 'was insert-| - Hon. Mr. Robson—Yes; you have
pasociation sent Ja | all the information that the govern-
f pugh- | ment possesses on that poinr. i
‘whey; | Mr. Brown—1I should say then, and
 nece: gil% it/might_be ‘unwise to go
i what we call & very radical and
‘measure, and we think that
e R R the = most %l:ring inconsis-
the- points which | tenci ild have hbeen much more
mﬁ;‘m?ﬂ  nearly adjustedthan under this bill.
~ o ; economize | FOF ins ance, you have a constituency
e, and | Which in the Ilast fifteen years has
shape, | neatly doubled -itself, in fact, which
is very (bas grown ten to one.. Now, why
4 are|should the constituency which * has
, inland | been growing very slowly and steadily
#he pi e may {have the same consideration—"have
as a whole, and treated | the same representation, rather, as a
B e e
Q- O 1 80, “ ere Is no -
N e s ny' iﬂ&ﬁon.y ; :
H ~:& Mr. Rob'wul-ézld whi(]:h bhas
! th. " . | suffered vary seriously from not having
Y be ad)uu::ed 1 At | miore ‘members in the House, has it
find there does not ap- | ot ?

wWas t. to the interpretation put
upon it generally by the fact that it
s made from the reports in th> pa-
pers asif the p sition . of the govern:
ment, roughly speaking, were some-
thing like this :  *‘We must ‘give in
~oreased representa‘ion—two to Van- |

m&mm Mr. Brown—I do not know that it
judg pegy belenging to the province.
¢ L0
ing at ?
R e m o t deal of trouble in the world :ver
Hon, - Mr.. Robson—You . would
ume, when introducing the
& country situated as British Colum-
egates are desirous to - ask in the
policy or just, but if you apply it to Brit-
of petrate & very much greater injustice
doed LE Ui
Mr. Brown—Of course, there is
o all %o kep;r to be maintained or not, and whether
£ a0 T2 | Gulf of Georgia, sud is maintaingel 1n
by one member for about
voters. No. other member - is given
ely enough, make me say. the they need oue,” but we do say they
M Browa TE T o '. - you  New Westminster. The growth there
d-t : en.law.
Hon.Mr. Robsch—1I said thera was| Robson—Have  you
; the whole population. T think ~one
you make a wise choice of a man, and
against abstract - theories. ' Let “us
fered.on account of having only one
ver; another member to Kootena baving only three representatives. Is
7. ; 1¢
places 5‘“‘ three more ma;%pem on the | hon we should run our heads against
you expect us to do now ¢ Wou. do|tion. I think, until. the consus is

has ; but representation in the local
House I looksupon. asia piece of pro-
n, Mr. Robson—It is the senti-
; mental part of it that you are look-
- wording - .
: r. Brown—It may be sentiment
m‘i;:iy, but you know that there has been a
s ings that have not been more senti-
—We desired o ask the| mental :

from. & statement. made by create greater troubles, I fancy, in
h reference t the abstract| tryiDg. to apply -an abstract theory'to
'Hwory of the balance of power. The bia I8 to-day. As- an abstract theory
first 1 “distinctions” should be :::i principle is umdoubtedly right
, and farther, bal- | ish éolum,b’in at present, 1t would be
mauiﬁjned neithersound nor just, but would per-
o British Columbia than existed at

y theory ‘zhe" present time.
i sa| this difficulty,” Mr. Robson, in the
'm'r‘ul . fter; that at present whether- it is
;| that theory be romantic or abstract,
ere is & sectional line formed by the
‘the . ymeantime.  Take - New:. West-
) o ter. - Till lately it has been re-
§ “90 voters, and it has on its re-
gister to-day, I believe, exactly 1,350
- e, | to that; but a member is given to the
: vst of the papers thers, Gilf islands. We do.not_deny that
mn et El_!e,)hnoe o have not shewn the need of it like
: e was so nawritielaw. |2 Dot Andeipated s 1o Now Weat:
erstood law; 80 you are just mis- ' badly . treated constituency - You
1 suppose you_ proceed upon | . stand in the centre mdy talk ‘to

re
9608~ | ember very well ‘represents New
stminster—that is to say—when
no one can say it has suffered on ac-
count of its being r presentéd by only
one man. That is the-whole thing;
we should _not  crack our. crowns
work on— practical lines, I ask in
what way New Westminster has suf-
representative ! or where  has the
country district suffered on account of
A not that the practical part of the thing?
fore i is necessary to find | y 35" ot ehink that the time has c'on?e
island.’ y - - that abstract theory or principle of
Hon. Mr. Robson—Well, what do | representation socording !t)o ptfpul&-
uot expech us to deal with that tring | taken, we should make ourselves ve

of nznoluﬁonl, and - answer them; do w’fooln ta do it. I repeat l:hatr{
Jou &

“Mr. Brown—To deal with these
Hon. Mr. Robson—Yes. :

do not: think the time has -come, and
that is one: of - the things which led
this  government. to bring down' a
| temporary or partial' measure. We
t that a8 Vancouver |
to an important city, it was

highly.,

grown up|against - me- esat of ‘the

m-
present time.  We.
tion to snccessfull

*' = Jmay be so or
can be done/|' ﬂr.ﬁBm‘wh—-—Of course

ment that the two secti

- province are about equal

s & general
statement; and can ouly be met by a
general statement: . 1 amperfectly |
satisfied of the fact that a portion of

{the maivland to-day ,is..very plainly

double to’ that  of the island on the
best authority we can find. We know
that the e vute of the pro-

vince to-day st least  whisb: willbe in | half.

four days from to-day, they are com-,
ing in,.a_n‘&:you‘ know ‘most of ' them
i this time—gives the main-
eponderance of about 2,100

( island. We know that. regis-
tration cannot work so close in Cari
boo aud Yale as in cities ‘on the is-
land ; we know' that 6,600 and odd-
voters'in New  Westminster district
coustituencies | represent :a contiibu-
tion to the revenue of $174,000 and
7,400 of voters on the island—$124-.
000 ; showing 'that it s’ larger ‘and
leading to'the' conclusion that redis-
tribution is not so-close. » -~

Hon. Mr. Robson—You are count-
ing the land sales in that. L¥

r. Brown—We are taking the fig
ures from the public accounts,

Hon. Mr. bsun—The land sales
cannot be counted as a gauge of the
population and resources. “They are
things by themselves. >

Mr. Brown—1I\ is a certain “indica-
tion of them. = You seem to argue in
this way. You say New Westmin®
ster city and district have not suffer-

We are not prepared to say-they

have; we.do not come ‘here ‘te find|
fault with-the g vetpment on ‘that i

ground, and equally, Vancouver island
has not suffered. It is said that we
are sectional in asking for. more . re-
presentation, but- Vancouver isla
says ‘‘We must and shall have repre-:
sentation,-although we camxobsh_qg
a8 good a right. -~ Why ‘not say you
are only not badly treated, but this
sectional division does not exist.

Hon. Mr, Robson—In speaking of
the mainland, I suppose you are
spesking of thé mainland as a whole 7

_Mr, Brown—We speak of the prov-
ince as a whole,

Hop. Mr. Robson—Would you be
surprised to learu that the whole of
the mainland representation. beyond.
the Cascades, that is, supporting the
governwend, “and neurly all are, ex-
cepting one, I think, support this
measure strongly as the only’ thing
that can be done at the prisent time,
and in postponing: any. further step
until there is a different condition of
things 7 It comes simply to this: The
Lower Fraser is objecting to this; the
islands are ‘stipporting it, and all the
mainland beyond ‘the Cascades sup-
porting - it’ does. not suit the Lower
Fraser; and I do not say itis just; T
don’t wonder it does not- suit_ them,
because the Lower Fraser has reason
% complain; but with the representa-
tion of ‘the country " in that condition,
as the house is constituted now, I
should like to know why you expect
impossibilities, whether you expect us
to be in a position to cut and carve
and redistribute the country according
to ‘the wishes of. one section of he
country, au important section, it is
true,butasmallsection. My positionas
leader of the Government would be
very embarrassing ‘and painfal; I
should find support coming: from no-
where except the Lower Fraser. It
wag a choice between two -evils, be-
cause, 1 admit, the present measure
does not do full justice to your ‘con-
stituency in the sense of population,
but it is deing it no injustice in the
more. vital and practical sense of get-
ting even-handed justice from .the
Government. It is'all very well for
you and ‘the Lower ' Fraser 'to talk
about the mainland; but, unfortunate-
ly, the great bulk of the wainiand is
not in sympathy with you atall. = -

Mr. Brown—You mean the great
bulk of the members of the .main-
land ?

Hon. Mr. Rubson—What are they.
but the constituencies thamselves ¢
We are bound te speak of the consti-
tuencies, and can osly know their
views by what their representa ives.
say.

Mr. Brown—1I #m aware of that.

Hon. Mr.- Robson—I have been
blamed for not resigning; for mot
breaking up the- government on this
question, - What would be the reaul:
if Thad ; I could have done it. This
doctrine has been preached ; that as
premier it was my fuaction " to shape
‘the policy of the ‘government, and if
my colleagues in the cabinet objected,
I should te I them to step  down and
out—that I did not require them any
louger. . . Surely, any sensible” man
would know that that is utterly ab-
surd. - To make the premier an abso-
lute autoerat and his es non-
eatities. - No man of spirit:and inde-'
pendence would accept a position i
such a cabinet. ' I might do thitina
very extréme case;  but it would have
to be a very extreme case. Supposit
I had taken that arbitrary" course,
how would I' have 'filled up those
positions? Can you name the men? be
cause they Would have to_be selectod
from the House, and what would be
the result? I could mot the
material, because they would all bel

fairly say as to myself -you. recognize

in'{ that we are not prepared to say

temporary measure,
ing state of things.
1 should sa i
pub mysel
e ?

 Hon. Mr. Robson — They joined | men, the n
ith members of the island and. in-{three

measnre you propose foreing:
on the island to “keep

ical balance of p wer which
> i -Hecessary, . seeing that the

let s have's census now, and then see | island is not hardly treated, such s
if representation should be more on | measure is not & proper- one, and ‘we
the lines of population. will appeal to'the country as- against

Mr. Brown—Then I think T may|your policy.” . . s ;

Hon. ; Me. Robson—And - suppose
we feel tonfidesit, as we ‘do, that the
country” would “nothave supported
5 : us ?- We have the means of knowing
“Hon: Mr. Robson — Never  mind | prett; aocurately how ‘the membera
that;’1 might demur to that. stand. in - theiy. ‘constituencies, and I

;Mr. Browa—Of the yoting power |am - thofoughly satisfied that these
of the conntry, and the largest con- | members properly represent the views
tribution to the revenue, and as hav- | of their constituents in this matter.
ing other claims, their. various re-|I may tell you that ‘there is some
‘sources, and so forth, are only to have jealously. among the . members of
six in'the House; that you nize | dther districts. . “They say that if the
‘the injustice of that, but that the rest | Lower - Fraser is allowed to get too
of -the ¢ountry insisis ‘upon keeping | maty members they will hold the bal-
‘up that injustice, and  the only thing {ancef power, aiid there is a jealousy
to do'is to submit -to that, until it|in the vutlying districts of crowding
pleases “the rest of the country to|too many members into the oity con-
changeit§ : s-ituencies; a “strong feeling that the

Attorney-General =By 1fio ‘mieans. |Lower Fraser will get_.away: with
Those were not Mr. Robson’s words. | them—to-dse a common phrase, The

- Hon. Mr. Robson—You are simply | people generally east of the Cascades
dulging in- special pleading ~when | would not support the government if
you put it in that way, if you will ex- | an-appeal wero made in that respect;
cuse me for saying so, G and what- would happen? . The new
ur.aanWen you told us ycu}House would come back ‘more un-
did- ‘acknowledge < we have good|friendly to the Lower Fraser, and the
grounds for~ coming here to protest | governmont being - formed might, ‘in-
against this bill, or, rather, you asked |stead of being friendly, be disposed to
us what could we do ? - You say, if we| be usfriendly, .
attack the measure we otght to be| Mz Brown—It might -perhaps be
prepared to ind some substitute, ‘We {a true statement-of the position,. and
gome to present some substitute, and | I do not wish to speak’ with any' sec-

the fact that the Lower. Fraser _con-
stituencies ~have two-thirds or one-

ne ooald be carried in- the | fair paraphrase to say “here 158 ¥ ung
House: /1 askif it is not “possible to | giant; we have tivd him up and tor-
give the members’ for -Kootenay dis- | mented him so that it will- not do. to
tric.s, and Vancouver distriet or n. t7|cut him loose!”’. New Westminster

Hon: M. Robson — will: atiswer | district says: “‘Give justice to all the

; ~onee. - We find it impossible. | province, Cariboo, Kootenay;: give
& rown~— Very well; if it is im- | these- constituencies representation
possibleto do that, I do nob ‘think it | iiot only atcording to populatiop or
can be denied, taking and considering | their wealth, but extra rey nta-
the ‘whole" of - the-provinoe, a juster | tion because of “their isolation’ and
measure would have made the “thing | their territory, which is large; " but
nearer what it should be, The  gon- give us also our fair share of represen-

usion we 'come to is this: For the | tation,” .

nt, st all events, we are simply{ Hen. Mr. Robson—And how big &
to ‘submit- to injustice forced upon-us | House would that make ?
by the overwhelming majority against| Mr. Brown—1 would say that a
us insthe house. = -~ | Bouse of 25 members was sufficient
+ Hon. Mr. Robs n—What. do you{for this. province. ;
mean by injustice ? \ Let us look at{  Hon. Mr. Robson—How could’you
the thing. i reatrict it to_that if you have to give

Attorney-General—Injustice means | representation to all these places ?

a wrong and an injury. %

Mr, Brown—I 4m not particular as | ernment take & stand on right and
to'the particular phrase. justice, and stand or fall 'by“it:

Hon., Mr. Robson—I'easnot see{ Hon. Mr. Robson— What is right
any inherent; right. of any community |end. justice . Is it right ‘and justice
in this province to have representation | to apply the eternal principle of re-
according to populatiou, because, as I | presentation according to population
said, if - applied ‘to this country it | to British Columbia now ?
would do an enormous injusticetoa| Mr.* Brown—Not in a  cast.iron
large portion of it. way.” When we- find vuch 4 thing as

Mr. Brown—We acknowledge that. { one agricultural constituesicy, and

Hon, Mr. Robson—It would put{another onea. little distance off and
the whole control of thes province ip | not materially differently . situated in
the hands of two or three communi-|any particular respect, having the
ties. And’ then, what do you mean |same fnq'éibies, when we find one of
by injustice ? them with a member for every 213

Mr. Brown—We mean this : That, | voters, and the ofher within a fraction
taking the population, representation’of 600 voters, is that to be mainta n-
by voting power. which is the leading |ed? -And then we find another con-
gwde, a.d giving full recognition to stituency is created given a member
all those interests that in a redistri-| for probably fifty voters. ¢
bution of the pfovince that count,| Hon. Mr. Robson—Which is that ?
should" give us‘a much broader repre~| - Mr. Brown<The Gulf islands,
sentation. = Hon. b?r. Robson—Oh. I beg your

Honi: Mr. Robson—But you cannot pardon, you are very much mistaken,
claim that it shall be put on the basis|  Hon. Mr. Turner— There are yery
of population or of wealth ? many more than that on Salt Spring

Mr. Brown—No ; contributions to |island alons.
the revenue we put it on. Mr. Brown—Let me see.

Hon. Mr. Robson —Well, that is| —there are not
very much the same.

Attorney-General—Mr. Brown an-
swered that position himself just now, | I know better.
when he said that on. account of| Mr. Brown--I have been told so by
citigs having neWspapers and having | one - who lived there and ought
the means of addressing” public meet- | know. We do mnot deny or wish to
ings, sud 8o it was by no means|attack any constituency, but we say
necessary they should have the same |let us have Justice for.the whole pro-
amount of representation as country | vince. Let a'constituency advance its
districts, which sre divided by long |claim outside of population, andlet
distances from-thie cities, and- which {'its claitm be fully considered, ‘but let
- hind 2 superior facilities. | us have something like an equal dis-

Alberni
more than twenty
families in' Alberni.

Hon. Mz Robson ~Excuse.mp, but

* such
Hencs, that is a successful answer to | tribution. 4
the suggestion of representation ac-| Hon. Mr. Robson—I have told you
cording to. population. over and over again I do not consider
Mr. Brown—Our argument from |this an equal distributlon. ~ This is
the very first has been that population | but a partial und temporary measure,
should simply” be taken as the very | becauge this is nota favorable time
first, basis, as the oae basis and prin- | for a‘thorough measure, but 1 hope
cipal thing to be most considered, ' | that time is not far off
Hon. - Mr. Robson—You cannot| Mr. Brown—T asked you some time
take " population 28 a basisin the ago if it would not be a fair statement
present condition of the country, and | of your position to say, “We would
04 cannot take. populati n as a basis {do better for you if we could, but we
fore you know whatand where |are not in & position to do so 2”7
population’ is. That is one of the Attorney-General — You -referred
primary reasons why any general re- | just now to New W. estminster district
distribution is  at present impractic- | being in the position of a giant” tied
able, because you cannot tell where | and tormented, but you did- pot in-
the ' population is. We want some |form us in what way that district was
proper definite basis to work on be-| 8o tied and tormentad:
fore we can go into that.. I think| Mr. Brown—Excuse me, Mr, Davie,
you will admit that s right ? L did, but:the premier said it was a
Mr. Brown—We have admitted |fact that the other districts of the
that | province approached the government
the government - should have 'gone[in the ‘way of n’.%ng they ‘did not
into, at this time, a thorough and | wishito have Neéw Westminater repre-
radical measure, but we do_say sented. <
Han.

that
the present measure: ‘seems to

us to

intensify the evil than otherwise. For | said that,

instance, taking one matter, that of

thehihnoeof“:%o'm. - we be- | wi

ﬁn;:hlo%minlqud was 13 to' 12,

J o 16, we were not satisfied, as was
farkl, wodi :

and if T attempted to form ‘a mhme:'t Iation and devel

| on account of being - un

ee, us  with the objection that | tipeal feelings, but-would it, not be 4

r. Brown—I say, let the Gov-,

Y il
is of bei
has suffered’
ed. The ral - feeli icprubn‘t—

.gene| eling, 1 may
o the’

ar anybody g wit
Tepresentati rshortas

 what if ought to he—

| you, among - the supporters

government was that it has got away |

1 with the lion’s share every timg, and

they have been jealous on' acooun of
the Hberal rinti,om‘ to New
‘have taken care -

u bave sent men to
weaken my hands; to abuse and mis-
represent me—I have taken care that
both' New-Westminster city and
triop got their foll | of justice st
the "hands, of - the government; ‘arid
now you come down hers as though
you were wronged -and trodden u

Mr. Brown—Not in that mabt.

Hou. Mr. Robson—But' mone
uot the only  thing,” Tn_ other ques
tions-that have come “up, has it not
been treated as liberally as'if it had &
score of -members. . It could" not
have been treated ‘more liberally. I
have had difficulty with the members;
Ihave had that difficulty in’ the cau-
cus, and -there was almost a mutiny
once. - They say that their constitu-
ency did not justify it; that you send
me, but you .glso send “two meén to
weaken . m .. The. country
simply would net  stand it;.and now
yQu.come down as: though New West-
minster had s on account of
this* abstract” theory, which is little
more than sentiment. 1 'will take

very good care, if 1 am allowed, that{: M

New Westminster dves not suffer any

more in ‘the future than she has }thé

i the  past, ‘so ng- as I am
m the position to- take care of her.
Vancouver' is part ~of the country
district - now... We propose adding’
two. members to the four on the
Lower Fraser, which -will make gix,

and it is simply idle, if you will allow’
the

‘me to suy 8o, far you to argue ‘inithe
face of history and complain of New
Westminster being badly treated, and
a8 your member says ‘‘sat opon.”’ - It
is only, in the present state of- things,
a sentiment of o :practical utility.at
all, and it is far better for the Lower
Fraser to wait until the census can be
taken and the government i in a
position to proceed “intelligently, and
not - blindly-—far - better to" wait ‘and
notsmash up the government now.
Of course, in speaking of New West-
minster I speak of the Lower Fraser
generally. So long as the government
treats it fairly, whether in a matter
of money or.anything else, I* think it
ought to be content to let  this  tenr-
porary arrangement - stand until' the
government is in a ; position - to deal
with it, and more_intelligently repre-
sent the different interests throughout
the province.

Mz, Brown—I may just repeat that
we have not.come ' here “to-day with
any intention at all to ‘complain of
the government’s treatment of New
Westmins er in the matter of appro-
pria‘ions, but only to protest against
the passage of the redistribution bill
which we consider to be unfair ‘and
unjust —’fthe words ‘of the - resolu:
tion. . Since, - however, you’ have
raised the question of New West~
minster getting away with the rlion’s
share, we might say, if we wished to
answer, that. New Westminster
brought in the lion’s share. ’

Hon. Mr. Rebson—I ' think’ if'you
will figure it-out, you will find you'
are wrong-

Mr. Brown—And that we should
not' complain—I think 1 might say
with ' perfe:t confidence that you
would not be eontent to live under
the Czar, or other autocrat, even
though he be the most munificent of
men, and you say that notwithstand-
ing we are not entitled to have our
full voice in the interests of the coun-
try, notwithstanding that we cain be
out-voted, still we are to be ' content
as long as. we get the ‘loavos ‘and
fishes, ?

Hon. Mr. Robson—1I do>not say
that,

hat came up, whether of dollars and
cents, or anything else, you have been
met in the most fair and liberal way.

Mr. Brown—We do not complain
of that, 3 q !

Hon. Mr. Robson —That is- it—
representation according ‘to popula-
tion. 2

Mr. Brown—We do not wish to op-
press.any constituency.

H-n. Mr. Robson—What “do- you
want #- Representation according to
population ?  You canmot. get' it at
present.

Mr: Brown—Baut we .say that the
present measure cannot be “defended
on any basis.

Hon. Mr. Robson—That is the best
measare under existing circumstances.
You cannot carry it to Otawa,

Mr. Brown—But you can refuse to
carry it on. * g ;

- Hon. Mr. Robson—What can we do?

Mr. Brown—You pit yourself in s | Mainla;

worse position than 1 pute you. ' I
think an appeal to the country would
put you in a much-better position,and
thus do justice.

Robson—What is jnstice
0 you; if spplied to the  whole coun-
try would be injustice. ‘T contend that
it would be injustice, -and ‘you have

g

I say that in other matters|had

. Mr_Robsin —Thas is
: I muintain that no

on
right as a supreme rule for
:?e'ry'ona qhe.n'gThe latnep Hon. George
Brown was one of the best statesmen
ﬁh% Dominion ever had,.but he was »
political impossibility. He was gener-
ally right, but he thought he ‘was al-
ways right and would not ¢incede his:
opinion to any man in the, eabinet or
in.the house.  What is right, after
all?" For different men have different
opinions in that respect, Mr.  Cun-
nmgham says he will support the gov-
ernmert as long as they are right.
every member were to make his own
opinion the sole’ rule in that matter,
‘what kind of a hi wauld there be?
* Mg, Conningham —1 think you have
d the  most vital and important
point. :
Hon.. Mr. Robson—1 shall be very
d to.bave you suggest it.
Mr. Sunningham— You seem to as-
me that the function of parliament
i ‘the eollection and expenditure of
revenue ? :
Heon. Mr. Robson—No, -T did not
assume that, '
. Mz, Cunningham—You said as. long
as they were satistied with the appro-
'plrintions they had -n-» reason to com-
ir. .

2 Hos. Mr. Robson-Excuse me, I
corrected Mr. Brown over and over
again on that point.. 1 said distinctly
that it was not merely a matter of
dollars and cents. I said whether it
wasa matter of meney or anything
else they always received the -fullest
considerat on.
r. Cunniugham—But if we are
ndt represented how can we influence
thé government of the country 1

. Attorney-General—How has it been
doue 80 far, when' the covstituency
has heen divided against itself ? :

Hop. Mr. Robson—Have you ever
been yr:{:lsed the rig}l:et wherel mm}eey
or anything else has been involved

Mf,‘%&li‘!gﬁiﬁfhﬁm—'—ﬁow can 'we be
represented: on measures of import-
‘&nce ¥

“Hon. Mr. Robson—How can yeu,
'do you say ?
|- Mr. Cunningham—We have done
the voting-and others have done the
thinking.
. Hon. Mr. Robson—I say that in all
measures, whether the expenditure of
money has been involved or not; New
‘Westminster has always ‘been treated
justly: v

!The Attorney-General thenréad the
report,of his remarks in Tae CoronisT
of ‘that  ‘morning, mentioning ‘that
they aecurately stdted his ‘ views, on
the subject. .

In answering questions by members
of the deputation, Hon. Mr. Robson
also said that - he had stated, and it
had hpen ' correctly reported in Tue
Coroxist, that he did not recognize
the theory f the balance of power,
either’ written, unwritten- or under-
8toody ‘and’that he did not believe in
1t; and ‘that he should certainly be
guided by circumstances as to the
course he should take in the future.
He did not fancy anyone ‘who’ knew
him would suppose for a. moment that
he'believed in the balace of power
question; or in perpetuating it.. The
position was not taken that it must
L be maintained ‘on the TIsland for all
tima; but that it should not be dis-
turbed mww ‘with no good’ ground for
doing 80, the ceusus n»t having been
taken. Vancouver Island denied
that there was a ' considerable
preponderance of _ population on
the mainland,. and the govern-
ment had no evidence to prove that
there was. = At the time of eutering
into confederation 12 members were

iven. to the Island aud 13 to the

ainland, although the population on
the island was materially larger than
that of the Mainland, and® it went on
for many years that way.

Mr. Brown—The population of the
Mainland it was acknowledged at the
tinie was sbout equal to that ~of the
1sland. i

Attorney-General-—Do- you. say-it
was acknowledged that the Mainland
a larger number of inhabitants
than the Island ? I ask you by whom
was it acknowledged ?

Mr. Brown—It was generally - ac-
knowledged. Perhaps it ‘might be
more correct to say it was never ad-
mitted on the Mainland that-they(the
Mainland) had less. . You say there i
nothing to show any prepunderance
on the Maiuland ? >

The Attorney-General— Neither is

Amon;

capi
000, :

settlems 1

trict you will find as large

as in-New Westmi - dist

Vancouver.: of course, excluded.

A member —You !
have a claim on the

f1 tain increase. of ' represen and.
you give us three?diﬁd’nll m'bex:,f g

but in order tokeep up the balance
power, you hunt round for. placesfor
three on the island.: .

more “than three members, you could
not give us more than three, and we
can show you that we hold 60 per
cent. of the yoting power of the coun-
try on the mainland. - IR
Attorney-Gemeral—That would not
be a very large percentage, even a8-
saming the whole case that you elaim.
A meémber—We are arguing that
we alone in Westminster district have
got°40 per cent. of the population,and
we. have only gobt 6 members as
agaivst 16. ~ = ‘
Another member—Would: you con-

sider Victoria specially under-répre- |

sented, or over-represented to-day ?
Attorney-General —Well, I suppose
if you come to take the actual popula-
tion, to narrow it to represéntation
by population, the place would be
under-represented, but I do not think
that is a fair basis. 5
Member—Then why is it that Van-
couver,* with as many voters or nearly

1 80, has only got two?

Attorney-Genieral — That was ex-
plained justnow. Representation by
population canmot: be the guide ab
present at all events, @

Another member—Is it the inten-
tion of the government wh:n the cen-
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sus is taken to redistribute the seats |

then, or to wait for four yeurs ¢
Hon. Mr. Robson —There - is o in-

tention to wait for four years. Asto|

the first part of the question, it will
depend-~upon the result of the census
taking. Yf that does not justify any
further redistribution there - will be
none. I assume as a matter of almost

Bepli-lyrdw

certainty that it will justify - it, but

one cannot tell. A :

Attorney-General —As soon as the
census is taken we shall 'be in a posi-
tion to bring down legislation. = We
do not 'want to wait for four years,
assuming the result renders’a redistri-
bution necessary:

A member—But this balance of |
power seems to keep hold, and they|.

may say : *‘No we have the balance

of power, and we are going to keep it |-

for four years.”

*Hon.” Mr, Robson—All we claim
now is that there are no conditions
known to exist to justify disturbing
the balance of power, but to. wait un-.
til the census is taken.

Another member—Are we to un-
derstand, 1f this redistribution takes
place after the eensus, thas it is to be
on the lines of the whole, and with-
out respect to the division between
the island and the mainland ? h

Hon. Mr. Robson—1 think  there
can be no doubt about that at all.

Member—It seems to me thatis
the root of the whole question.

Hon. Mr. Robson~ If the census
shows it necessary, then the time is
come for a new departure.

Another member—Seeing that there
i8 80 much dissatisfaction with this
bill as it stands‘at present, would not
the goverument consent_to withdraw
it-altogether, pending the taking of
the census ? %

Hon. Mr. Robson—No; certainly
not.

Attorney-General—We  cannot do
;;]hal\‘t’; the general election has to be

eld:

Mr. Brown thanked' the govern:
ment for the patient hearing extended
to them, and the deputation withdrew,

L ———
Hair. seals 'are so numerous in the

Fraseras'to be a source of annoyance to
the fishermen.

there, any further than this, that upi’

to the 28th February the numbers of
voters ou the different lists  did not
differ except by about: 200, which at
that time was in. faver of the main-
land—a large number of applicatio- s
to vote, it is true, still further in-
creased the difference, owing to the
‘efforts on * the :Mainland to show a
large : voters” list. Up to 1885, if
you  consult ‘the Voters’ Lists, you
will find  the number of voters in
favor -of the Isiand as against the
nland. - Since that time there has
fbeen's gradual. increase, until, at the

present time, so far_as the Voters']

Listsiare concerned, the Mamnland is
in excess of the Island.  But at the
same time, it is claimed very strongly
on the part 6f Vancouver Island that,
after the census has been taken,
there w:ll not' be 'found such a very

fereuce “in the population.
Uuntil this is shown on: way or the
-other by

> STANDARD
% WRINGER

‘HE FACTORY :
STANDARD Mrc Co -
HAMILTON ONT

U my%%w-12mos

The - Celobrated- Peanelr Cure,
et APHRODITINE

Oor money
refunded,

o ‘organs, AFTER
“whether ng from the ¢: i
sum-;m&,"dﬁgm or Opin}:fx?sg;vfh‘}‘ggg &

Power, w°°f,’. fich Loss of Bran

ess, down Pains

in the Back, Hysteria, Nervous Prosira oy,
Leucorrheed, Iﬁz%us.Wesk Memggﬁg&
"ower, which Wm to
 old age and fosanity. Price $1
boxes for $800. Sons by 1nss o

AR EE forevery $5
)y i -Pel;enl

Coe'rt ouglas’
’rn oDonceugnd

'w-rly.

s at the sudd)
fion of the au
force of p

Brigade was out in

my of the craft we)

strikers from th
NThey carried af
cone bearing the

Another B
“Remember O
pictures of chain
etc., with the nam€
p4 and  their eompanid
L and the last word
ulist leader, %}Im}"ris,
¥ speech in Hyde Park 4
ged the organization
gbrikes throughout the W
h the single object of sect
'wereal eight-hour day.
“writh the authorities should
he moyement, he declared #
sses would find it much
santer to
: RV TO-DEATEN
n to stafve  to. death
hes were also ‘muded
pte in the east end.
on the continent is due
‘military arrangements, §
rge bodies of. troops
wing the turbulent eles
8 of 5,000 were stationg
alone, and Berlin is litera
with soldiers. Only in Pa
en any disorder worthy of
?mng, and this grew not
«of the labor movement as th
#i88 afforded by the oces
% mameless class that ever
‘gage in warfare with th
senemy-—the police.
A THREATENEY STR
#The Liverpool gas stokers
ike on Monday to  effect
for shorter hours, if
fhe masters refuse to 1
“part of the congessions askel
. All of the proprietors 0
‘houses in Cologne united in
uge of their-halls for meg
‘been anfiounced for to-

- ORDERLY MEETINGS IN

‘Maprip, May 1. —Groug
~ swworkmen visited the prig
* this morning, and endeavor
* the men tostop work, whi
= elined to do asa rule.

: fere fipally persuaded by t
: desist from further
¢ work. Small mg

in the streets and at va
vﬁxre orderly.
‘meeting in the Mus

br denounced

ny of the masters.

NO DISORDER IN BH

~ Bemyg, May 1.—A pro
about 1,000 strong marched

£ s’m ipal streets to-day.
isorder.

* _ORDER PRESERVED IN @
~BEriin, May 1.—Two th
assembled this afternoon 4
~in procession through the M
“to Alexander Plaz. The nf
5 fectly orderly and the pd
i find - it  necessary
“with them. Anothe}x;}pro*
proveededl to the Plaetzd
i 'were escorfed by police to
#hote. There were npnierol
3 /‘ uring the afternoon of . u
it ﬁ%ﬂ, at awhich the utmos
AT ,gnod nature prevalle
from  Spottan, Eilau, W
nd Mallwitz, Kiel, Lal
Oologoe and Nood Haus
‘¢he Jaboring classes worke
‘day.
NO DISORDER IN
Paris. May 1.—M. Fi
dent of the Chamber of 1
ceived a deputation of s
who presented a memoria
an eight-hour law.  Repo|
" gus cities and towns in &
ghow that while the streets
there is nothing like disord

IN SAN FRANCIS{

Sax F sco, May K
in this city was even miorg
the ordinary day, owing
complete absence of con
the departure of several hy
carpenters and their fan)ili
to a picnic.  To-morrow th
und joiners will ma.kg the;
rowards securing an eight

One of the largest conl
this evening three-fourths @
ters and joiners in the cityd
the employ of forty-five B

agreed to accept a rate of
50 for nine hours and $4 fd
work, and that among thi
the eight hour day questi
for the present postpom
should prove to be the
©d demand for to-morrow
not ma.terialize.k il
b Brewery workmen c
‘B'Hdemyand io:% a 9-ho!
increase of wages.
plambers and gasfif



