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PEGRADING THE NATION’S RAIL.
WAY.

It proved that the Govern-
ment is degrading eonstruction on the
National Transcontinental Railway
east of Winnipeg set up by their pre-
decessoryg in office. The correspondence
beiween the Grand Trunk president and
the of the Transcontinental
Commission and other documents are
now before the House of Commeons, to
show going on.
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TREATED.
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competition in the matier of rents, he
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1t say that
there are benevolent landlords, but it
equally unnecessary say that
there are many who are not, or who are
too much absent or.otherwise engrossed
to attend to the conditions of their
lowly dependents. The tenant farmers,
who have more direct dealings than the

~dandlords with the farm laborers, have
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is hardly necessary

to
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themselves a heavy burden of rent to
meet.

So the guestion of the laborer has to
be attacked by the state, and from three
sides. First, the housinz has
improved, as to both quality and price.
Second, a minimum wage has to be
fixed as for other sweated occupations.
Third, the land must opened up to
the they must given a
chance to own or rent some of what
they till, #

Land reform will help not eonly the
country, but is vitally important to the
workers in the towns. Not only are
there questions of taxation to be solved
in the interests of city tenants, but
rural reform itself indirectly affects
them, as the recruitg for the work in
towns are drawn from the country. To
keep farm laborers on the land by bet-
ter conditions will tend to prevent unem-
ployment in the towns, and also raise
the level of wages there, especially in
the unorganized trades.
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DR. BEATTIE NESBITT.

It would be ungracious to use the
occasion of Dr, Beattie Nesbitt's death
to moralize at length on his life. At
such a time the world tries to remem-
ber only a man’s virtues, Dr. Nesbitt
had many good qualities. No one could
have wielded the influence he once pos-
sessed in the city of Toronto without
some personal merit. Those who knew
him well can testify ‘to hig unbounded
and real kindness of heart. In
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THE CRAZE FOR LEGISLATION.
[Montrea] Star.]
katchewan, like Alberta, is show-
symptoms of that wuncontrollable
impulse to legislate, which ig as char-
acteristic of a young community as it
is barren of practical results. The de-
sire to make two, or four, or a dozen
laws bloom where one had formerly
eked out a precarious existence is a
sign of youth, rather than an evidence
of such practical intelligence as this
intensely practical worlg ealls for. Un-
fortunately, it is not always easy to
iew it in this light.
e o e

WHAT A BIGAMIST IS,

[Calgary News-Telegram.]

inquisitive reader writes to the

of this coMmn to ask what is a
bigamist. A bigamist, as we view it, is
a man who has more wives than judg-
ment.
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EASY TO SEE.
[Toledo Blade.]
the fault of women,”
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world doesn't know
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THE WAR IN LONDON.
(New York Times.)

London is no place for a peaece con-
ference now. How can peace between
nations be negotiated in the midst of
war? London has become the seat of
war. The militant women are out
again, and Mrs. Pankhurst has issued
a proclamation., - Under the speaker's
ruling that the proposed smendments
to the franchise hill in the interest of
women who want to vote would make
it a new hill, the ministry had nothing
to do but withdraw the bill, with a
promise to obtain the ebviously neces-
sary measures 0f electoral reform for
which it provided by other means.

Then the tocsin dunded. “The police

were out in great force, timnorous' shop-
Keepers hearded up their windows, and
little Annie .Kenny, formerty a mill
hand, announced that the lives af pub~
lic men ‘“would he made impossible.

Poor fellows, many of them have found

life next to impossible for a long time.
The situation is almost new in history,
in one respect, but in another it is as
old as history’s self. It ig all very in-
teresting, viewed from a point of safety
3,000 miles away,
NAPIER’S LOGARITHMS,
[Boston Transcript.)

All the world is invited by Scotland
to celebrate the tercentenary of logar-
ithms, the invention of that redoubt-
able Scotsman, John Napier. It has been
the distinction of Scotland to smooth
the physical as wel] as the intellectual
ways of the world, the latter by means
of logarithms, the former by methods
suggested by those eminent road-build-
ers, McAdam and Telfer.

TRYING TO DECEIVE,
[Yonkers Statesman.]
Bacon—Did you say there ig a black

sheep in his family?

Egbert—Yes, but they
him pretty well.

MAUD’S PROGRESS.
[Boston Transeript.]

“Has Maud succeeded in getting into
society yet?”

“No, but she’s rising in the
scale. She’s being snubbed by
ter class of people this year
lagt.”
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A NEW FAIRY STORY.
(From the Fliegende Blaetter.)

As the cobliler stepped into his shop
his scold of a wife started to lecture
him unmercifully for coming in late,

“Be quiet, Zenobia,” said he affably.
“Today’ I have had a great stroke of
luck. Coming home I met a fairy who
had lost her way. I put her in the right
track and out of gratitude she present-
ed me with this pair of slippers. Who-
ever puts on the left one becomes in-
visible. Then if you put on the right
one you reappear. You will see that
this present is very valuable because
we will be able to make lots of money
with it.”

Zenobia became still and steood ov
come with curiosity in frent
husband.
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(Washington Herald,)
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THE RUB.
(New York American.)

“He says his poor children nee
other mother.”

“Then why
home ?"

“Seemas
and

doesn't he take one

the children
are very

pay the rent,
hard tq convince.”
OUCH!
(Brooklyn Life.)
He (pompously)—*“I tell 1
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must be at
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OTHER PEOPLE’'S PROSPECTS,
(Washington Star.)

Into forgetfulness ambition sinkg
When some one else ig clamoring for
his share,

man who
thinks

That office-seeking oug

right there.

The

has his office often
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MINING’S DEADLY TOLL,
(Rochester Times.)
It a terrible reflection
Government when life is held sv
cheaply, that the records in only one
section of the State of Pennsylvannia
show that 17,083 men and boys have
been killed since 1870 in mining hard
coal—the numbers of voters registered
in Scranton. If that many lives were
lost in a battle it would be accounted
as one of the bloodiest of modern
times,
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Famous Writers

Addicted to Drugs

[By Special Arrangement With
the Winnipeg Telegram.]

Whether a gtrict
would have any direct

vegetarian diet

effect on a
Writer's literary style or not is a sub-
tie question to answer either in the
aflitmative or the negative, - When we
touch upon the of narcotics by
authors we are, however, upon solid
ground. Here we can say of a cer-
tainty that drugs and stimulants have
produced such a state of mental excit-
ability that strange results have been
& 1eved. There are four writers of
repute who have given to the world
WOTKs of great merit, because of the
assistance of drugs. Coleridge wrote
his celebrated fragmentary poem,
“Kubla Khan” when he awoke from a
laudanum debauch; De Quincey's
wonderful phantasmageria, “The Con-
fessions of an Opium-Eater,” was the
result of a long indulgence in the
peppy’s charms; Dante Gabriel Ros-
settl was addicted to the use of
chloral, and I feel very sure that many
of the dreamy, soft effects of hig verse
can be traced to that habit; another
poet not so well known as these whom
I have just referred to was James
Thompson, second of that name among
‘English poets, the author of one of the
weirdest and most fascinating poems
in our language, “The City of Dreadful
Night”; the author of this poem of
blackest midnight horn was also a drug
fiend, and died in poverty and misery
in 1882, at the age of 48,
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Quincey,

use

The life of De the opium-
eater, is by long odds the most curi-
ous of any of the nineteenth century
writers, Coleridge, Rossetti and Thom-
tson wrecked their carkers, and the
latter two cut short their lives, hy thelr
addiction to drugs, but De Quincey
managed to live ripe old age and
®iled up an immense volume of writ-
ten work in the rse of his indus-
tria] life. The ps and pleasures of
the drug are terrifically ibed in
that unique work. his “Confessions.’
He wag able to steadily incrgase the
'{dus» until at length he could take!320
|grains of opium in the form eight
thousand drops of laudanum !
The dr eased pains
from which he constant
aill his life, » ¢an re
“Confessions’ shuddering
the wvi those midnigl
horrors whict threatened him i
madness. For time 3 was
yable any stained intellectual
hor and passe 1is days in gloom.
1 De Quinc had enoug trength
f will to conquer habit to such
an extent that he dai
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Low’s caj edition
n De Quin writ-
Sons, London), there

1 masteriy on the opium-eat-
er's life and Although his ec-
centriciti diminished during the last
ten iz life, Mr, Low refers
to I bad habit of filling up
one papers and then when
he could no longer move about aban-
don it and rent another residence, He
could never refuse to give alms to any
beggar he met, hence his vbresence
10me was the sign for a crowd of
drunken among whon hor-
rowed babies and drunken Qld women
were sure of the largest share his
sympathy. “He was not,” his
daughter, “a reassuring man ner-
vous bpeople to live with, ¢ those
nights were exceptions on which he
did not set something on fire, the com-
monest incident being for someone to
look up from work or book t say casu-
ally: ‘Papa, yvour hair is°- on ‘fire, of
which a calm ‘Is it my. love?: and a
hand rubbing out the blaze was all the
notice taken.” But it was ‘of this
nius that Carlyle said, “You would
have taken him, by ' candle-light, for
the heautifullest littte child; blue-eyes,
blond-haired, sparkling fa had
there not bheen something, which
gaid: ‘Eccovi, this child h: in
hell.””
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CONTINUATION SCHOOL FIGHT
STILL. BEFORE COUNTY COUNCIL

Notice Received That Township
Council Is Restrained
From Acting.

the
this

at

couneil

A communication was read
meeting of the county
morning from Messrs. Meredith &
Meredith stating that an order Bbad
been granted by the supreme court re-
straining the Township of West Nis-
souri ®rom following out a resolution
affecting the West Nissouri Continu-
ation School wuntil next Thursday,
when the case will be heard at the
court in Teronto. At that time a fur-
ther motion will be made to continue
the injunction until the date of the
o abovs behalf
of Mr. John Nis-
souri, have i R.
Fitzgerald, Jo

solicitors, acting
McFarlan, of
ued a writ

Pardy, Wm. We
James Smibert, Frank Wilson and the
Corpcration of West Nissouri. The
plaintiff wants to restrain the defendants
(the reeve and councillors) from
acting upon an alleged illegal 3'~'.\'w\ln_t on
of the township council, which provided
that the Township of West Nissouri
guarantes the payment of all debts :m-
curred by the West Nissouri continuation
school board, and that the sany: be de-
posited with the eounty treasui®y as seon
as ascertained. * A declaration of the court
iz also asked stating that the resolution
is null, void and of not effect, and also
an interim injunction restraining the de-
fendants, from acting upon the
tion.

The edueational! committee of the coun-
cii recommended that ro action be taken
in conectica with the question, and the
council adopted the recomimendation.

Mr. McFarlan is in fav#r of the estab-
lishmen: of the school, and if he. can
‘secure an order from the court declaring
that the resolution of the township coun-
cil is illegal, ke will be in a position to

on
West

resolu-

council from rescinding

West souri a con-
district The county
Deembse ions agreed to
rescind the bylaw i could be shown
that the county not be held re-
sponsible for any ial loss
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STILL DEBATING
SIX-YEAR TERM

Amendments to Exempt Taft, Wilson,
and Roosevelt Were Defeated.

stop the county
the bylaw creating
tinuation
council at th

school

[Canadian Press.]
wshington, Feb., 1.—When enate
took the Works single six-year
propesed amendment the cons
today it began its third day’s
upon that i
that the Senate was still
in the legislative day of Thursday.
osed amendments to  exempt
Taft, Col.»Rcosevelt and Presi-
Wilson from operations
een defeated 3 tere the Sen-
ready to take up debate
the Works resolution ', and
upon befere adjournment today,

—_—————————

VON HOLLEBEN DEAD.

Berlin, Feb. 1. Dr. Theodore Van
Holleben, formerly German ambassador
at Washington, died here today in his
75th year. He haq been seriously ill
forabout two weeks. E

Dr. Von Holleben, who had been in

German diplomatic scrvice since

served two terms at Washington,

as German minister in 1891-92,
and them as German ambassador from
1897 to 1903,

Before becoming a diplomat he had
been an officer in the Prussian army,
and had fought in the war Yeétween
France and Germacy. In Lis diplomatic
career he served in Pekin and Tokio, jn
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Hiderow and
his stable com-
panion, Elec-
trification, were
wandering
along discon-
. solately, when
Hiderow, 1:17. they came 10
931 Wellington street.

“Well, I suppose we might as
well go in with the rest of the
goats,”” they sighed, as they
dragged themselves in beside that
old also-ran, Filtration.

This weather, in accordance with
the spirit of thf; ho:r.*is kaleidoscaopic.

Yes, gentle reader, the favorite term
of the fiction writers at the :present
moment is “red-blooded.”

e R

Every story written, the editors an-
nounced, is one for “red-bleoded” men
about *red-blooded,” written by a ‘“‘red-
bloaded” writer, who, if he is not real-
ly the human wolf he is painted, ap-
parently - likes to eat his meat raw. If
Truth could search him out dn his
studio, he would no doubt be found
nibbling at a chocolate eclair or drink-
ing pinkest tea with some aesthetic
damea,

H sk ®

In other words, these heroes who
tramp a thousand miles over the froz-
en north or cut their way through an
Amazonic tangle and do other glori-
ous things ingloriously, impress us
>nly with nausea, because they don’'t

ist. The maintle of O, Henry was
apparently spiritualized at same
timg as its owner.
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The “yeggmen” from the land of the
free c¢ontinue to make Western On-
tario’s banks and postofiice their

favorite sport.

One goes to the picture theatre t>

1y crimi gy and western ro-
mance, while right at our doors
most vicious t of criminal

\
country has ever known is
¢
1

10lo
pe
at will month after month. The eounty
small police system is
One may eoxpect
chief of some small
to find himself in
with his own handcufis
wrist. A hundred or more
been cracked in the vicin-
of L.ondon in a few years, and the
‘veggs” have been able to get away
with it. They make the small towns
their especial prey, and have no diffi-
culty in opening the type of safe found
n the average small town pestoffice or
ank with If a few of
the citizens would organize, posses and
Keep few Winchesters handy, they
might land a few of them. Every town
is sure to have a visit from them soon-
cr or later, Crediton, up the Bruce,
being the latest. Watch for visit,
Mr. Postmaster. They have out
their cards. Provincial pelic The
biggest joke of the Whitnev regime
Ever hear of one of théem making an
arrest?” Neither did we.
£ 3 * g
We hear reports
d fifty below in western points, but
when we consuit the official weather
report next day we come to the con-
clusion that our eyesight dimming
for the point from which blizzard
was reported seems to be garden
We have an idea that Mr. Publicity
Agent attends to the weather reporis
of those vestern Tampas and St
Augustines. Bermuda will have to go
out of business a winter resort if
they don’t stop

1OwWl1
jest.
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The corrugations are beginning to
come out of the brow ‘of the iceman.
The coalman is also able to sit up tor
o spell.
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One sees soi e strange

shapes in the

fire, and then t;lerg’s"?u‘udas streot,
Sir James "Whi«tn-yr‘ has been told

that he is"high-handed—we might add

Land ha.ltd.headeg‘ a}:sg*,hgavy-horned.

A tall man .and a short man with a
belt -on his ceat—both of them well-
known ‘'businessmen—were crossing
Horton and Richmond streets. The
gumbo was particularly adhesive at
this peint, -and the short man was
without rubbers. Realizing that be
might be immersed in mud to his
waist if he proceeded, he sprang up-
on the back of the ‘taller and was
ferried-aeross.: 'Fhe ttall man had rub.-
bers, and didn't mind being tempor-
arily chartered a8 a‘fgrry.

I

Now that the Americans
tinuing-te~prur+acrogs= our
why not start a ‘“Back to Canada”
movement-for the good sons who are
wasting their energy for Uncle Sam,
while the old home has a whole cup-
board full"Jf opportimnities waiting for
them, not to speak of a whole parcel
of fatted calves? .

“Does your baby eat paper if he
gets a’ 'chance ¥ 'Weasked the doctor.

“Yes; indeed,” he responded. “He's
regular literary digest.”’

YOUNG TURK PARTY
NOT KEEN FOR WAR

But If Driven to Fight Skefket
Promises a Battle to a

Finish.
NO REVOLT IN THE ARMY

to

arc con-
borders,

Criticizes Bulgars for Wanting

Keep the Whole of
Adrianople,

[Canadian Press.]
L.ondon, Feb, 1.—Francis McCullagh,
in a Consfantinople mess to ' th
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ONTARIS SHOULD
KNOW QUEBEC

People of the Province Should
Understand Those of Different

Race to the East.

FRENCH GOOD PFOPLE

————

Local Option Is Strictly in Force

Many Places—Drunkeénness
a Rare Thing.
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the speaker, They are the s
the cure. With. the coming
French to Quebec Province, thg seig-
nijorial system was Introduced, and in
many rural sections of the province to-
day the seignior's authority fully
recognized by the simple-minded hab-
itants,
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