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publishes the names of lire Members of 
State named by the Government. A for
mal protest was entered by the Consul of 
the Administration, against Hanover, for 
withdrawing from the alliance of the 26th 
May. A Danish war frigate and a bark 
have been seen cruising off Bulk.

MISCELLANEOUS.
* The steamer City of Glasgow will sail 
from Glasgow, for New York, on the 9th.

The Bishop of Exetrr has hern defeated, 
in his contest with the Rev. Mr. Gorham

LAST DAYS OF LORD DURHAM.

(nr IlARIilKT MARTI.VK \U.)

i —
“ |t was on a fine September day, on 

returning from a merry drive, tfiut Lord 
Durham and his family and advisers receiv
ed the new s of the disalloweam e ol the Or
dinance. Ilia friend «ntl best helper, Mr. 
(’harles Buller, knew before dinner— knew 
by his coun'enance more than by words— 
that all was over—^hat tlirir great m'er- 
priee was ruined. When thev sat down 
in consultation, that adviser and’ friend 
would fain have persuaded himself and uth 
ers that all was not over. That this was 
the result of an intiigne was to them clear. 
The Ministers and Lord Durham had a 
deadly enemy, who had given notice of 
what they migli expect, when he declared 
that‘he hurled defiance'at Lord Melbourne’* 
head ; and Lord Melbourne and his com 
rades dared not withstand his enemy even 
while the first lawyers in the empire disa-

f reed onto whether the Ordinance of Lord 
hirham was legal or iljfgal. XVhat Sir 

John Colborne had done was approved or 
parsed over and when in a most critical 
difficulty which Sir J. Colborne should ne
ver have throw n upon him, Lord Durham 
u»ed powers which Sir J. C-dborne had 
used without question, his watchful enemy 
seized his opportunity to scare his fr ends 
from supporting him, as they were pledged* 
io do. Considering all this and that Lord 
Dm ham was to blame in not having furnish
ed the government nt home with sufficient 
documentary material for hie defence, Mr. 
C. Duller earnestly dcsifrd" to hold out, for 
a high prize of success in retrieving the co
lony, and forming a new and sound olonial 
system. But he soon saw that Lord Dur
ham was ritflit in proposing to return. The 
Governor General had no health for such a' 
►trngglc as this must now have been.— 
Energy, decision were not always io be 
commanded it*the degree necessary under 
such unequalled difficulties ; and death in 
the midst of the work wna only too propba- 
blc. Again—the colony was still in too 
restive and unsettled a state to bo governed 
by an enfeebled hand ; and .while unsuppor
ted at home, Lord Durham was a lc$s safe 
ruler than Sir J. Colborne, whom ho would 
leave in hie place. Again—it was now 
clear that the true battle field on behalf of 
Canada was in Parliament. XVitli his pro 
sent knowledge in his head and his mature 
tchemee in lus hand, Lord Durham could do 
more for Canada in the House of Lords, 
than he could do at Quebec while the Lords 
made nightly attacks which drew rebuke 
even from the Duke of Wellington, and 
thwarted the policy which they did not un
derstand. Thus, resignation was an act of 
sad and stern necessity ; Lut, if not so, it 
was an art of dear fidelity to Canada. It was 
hastened by rumours ol intended insurrec
tion, which, under the circumstances, could 
he dealt with only by Sir J. Colborne.— 
• • He did what he could to obviate to
the colony the mischief done by friends and 
foes at home ; and he did so .much that he 
must ever he regarded as the originator 
of good government in thff colonies..— 
Rarely has a greater woik teen done in live 
months than the actual reforms lie wrought 
m Canada : but lie did much more by means 
of the Report which ho delivered after his 
return. By means of this celebrated Re
port, free and large principles of colonial 
government are excited in action, and en
dowed with so communicable a character 
that there are none of our more thriving 
colonies that do not owe much of their spe
cial prosperity to him ; a* d probably few of 
the least happy that would not have been 
in a worse condition if lie had not gone to 
Canada. By the utmost diligence in the 
completion of his measures during the few 
weeks that remained—by every effort of 
self-control, and by the quiet operation of 
magnanimity—lie averted as much as be 
could of the mischief done at home ; but 
one fatal consequence was beyond his pow
er. His heart was broken. No malice, 
no indiflcrencc, no levity can get rid of that 
fact ; and it .e one which should not be hid
den.

" Ho livid to hie work to the last. On 
the night before hie departure, a Procla
mation settled the right of squatters on 
Crown Lands. As he went down to the 
harbour, crowds stretched as far as the eye 

1 could see—every head uncovered, and not a 
sound but of the carriages. This deep si
lence of sympathy moved him strongly: and 
ho believed that this was his last sight of 
an assemblage of men ; for he had no 
idea that ho could reach England alive.— 
As the fiigate, the Inconstant, was slowly 
towed out of the harbour, heavy e now 
clouds seemed to sink and settle upon hor, 
w bile over the water came the sound of the 
cannon which installed Ins successor.— 
Those of Ii'n Council who remained behind 
to clear off » rears of business, wrero alarm
ed, during their sad and silent dinner, by a 
report of fire on board the frigate ; and a 
fire there was : but it was presently extin 
guisltud. There was no intermission u 
storms tip to tl. : moment of landing at Ply- 
moth, on the 1st December. While the 
ship was in harbour there, tho weather was 
so bui-trroiH that there was difficulty to the 
Q leeh’s messengers in finding any scagoers 
who would undertake to convey on board 
the Inconstant the packet of orders to land 
Lord Dm ham w i: limit the honours. It 
was done by a boat beinu allowed to drive 
no that the packet could ho thrown on 
board. Ho met honours in abundance, 
however, on his landing, and all the way 
to London—crowded public meetings—ad 
dresses—escorts—every token of confidence 
nnd attachment that could cheer his heart. 
There was groat joy throughout the liberal 
party when Ins first words at the Devenport 
meeting were known. They referred to 
liis “ declarations to tho pcoplo of Scotland 
in 1634" as Iiih present creed. But he dis
appointed the libera's by h;e magnanimous 
determination to devote Liinsqlf to tho re
trieval of Canada, and to listen to nothing 
else till tint was effected. Lady Duiham 
numflfliatoly on her return resigned her

Durham and the 
Whig government a nod bin generosity aid
ed the attempt. He could afford to do it ; 
for he bad never spoken evil of hie enemies. 
Nothing had throughout been more touch
ing to those who knew him than bis slow
ness to give up hope in Lord Brougham, 
and his quickness in seizing on favourable 
explanations, of doubtful conduct. He 
now required of his friends silence in both 
Houses about hie quarrel ; and kept silence 
himself. While the newspapers of all par
ties were commenting on the weakness of 
the Whigs, and declaring they could not 
remain in power • beyond Easter at the 
furthest*—(a curious hit as to date) — Lord 
Durham devoted himself only the more to 
the support of a ministry which, with all 
its sins and weakness, professed a liberal 
policy. H** wan soon joined by his coadju
tors from Canada , and they worked to
gether at the celebrated Report. There 
was more e*vel about small circumstances 
on the publication of the Report—worthy 
of mention only as showing how ho was 
betrayed when relied op the ‘cordial support’ 
<>f friends, and the ‘ generous forbearance’ 
<>f opponents. Much of fois time and la
bour was devoted to ilie instruction of his 
successor, Mr (’. I\>ul#*tt Thomson —af 
terwards Lord Svdenham—Who wisely re 
solved Io adopt the Durham policy with the 
u most completeness. Many boors every 
day were spent in consultation and prepara
tions of measures ; and to good purpose.— 
Not only were Lord Durham’s plaps all 
adopted bv Lord Hydcnham, but his own 
best measures were planned in Lord Dur
ham’s house in London, prepared for intro
duction in Canada, and the agents informed 
and instructed. These duties done, but 
few months of life remained to the bafiled 
Statesman. When he could give informa
tion about Canadian matters, or vindicate 
the principles of good government at home 
or in the colonics, he was at his post in the 
House of Lords. But he was visibly sink 
ing. In the summer of 1840, he was order
ed to the south of Europe for hi»>healih ; 
but he found himself so ill at Dover that he 
twrned a.-ide to Cowes, where he became 
too weak to l- ave his couch. Even then, 
and when he was unable to take any nour
ishment but a little fruit, there was so 
much life and animation in his countenance 
and conversation, that those who know him 
best could not but believe that much work 
yet lay between him and tho grave ; but on 
the 28th of July he sank rapidly, and died 
in a few hours. He left his largo estates 
and other property as much as possible at 
the disposal of bis devoted w ife—the eldest 
daughter of Earl Grey : but she followed 
him in a few months, leaving their young 
son to emulate the virtues of his parents as 
well as ho might after the spectacle of their 
example was withdrawn■”

HOW HAVE THE TIMES CHANGED?
In Mr. Webster’s great Speech delivered 

on the 4th of March on the Slavery ques
tion, he reverts to the antiquity and re
views h.storically the ‘ vexed question.’

Slavery existed in the world, fr m time 
immcmorahlc. There was slavery in the 
Oriental nations ; among the Greeks, the 
Jews and the Romans. They generally 
justified the natives on the ground that Af
ricans, and in some parts the Asiatic tribes, 
were supposed to be inferior to tho white 
races. The Romans admitted th#t slavery 
was against the national law ; that all men 
were created equal. Mr. Webster estab
lishes one lact, which will surprise many 
of his readers ; that is, when the Constitu
tion was forrped, the whole country. North 
and South, held slavery to be an unmitiga
ted political and moral evil. That the 
South condemned it more virulently tlvn 
the North. That some northern member 
of the Convention proposed a plan to get 
rid of tho evil, and would allow twenty 
years to execute it in ; but a Southern 
member opposed it, as being too long. Mr. 
Madison of Virginia was especially warm 
against it, arguing that the admission of 
slaves into the country for that length of 
time would work too much mischief. The 
term slavery is not used in tho Constitu
tion ; Mr. Madison, a slaveholder from 
Virginia, opposed its introduction into that 
instrument, because, he said, he did not 
wish to seo it recognised by the Constitu
tion of the U. States of America that there 
could be property in man. Verily, how 
have the times changed in the South ?— 
Now they refuse to admit California into 
the Union because her constitution doee 
not admit or recognize this same slavery 
.lmericun Citizen.

TRIAL OF DR. WEBSTER
The indictment of Dr. Webster for the 

murder of Dr. l’arkman was read in Court 
on the 10th in Boston, arid then Mr. Clif
ford, Attorney General, addressed the juny 
in a deliberate and solemn manner, confia 
mg himself to a clear and succinct state 
ment of farts in the possession of Govern 
nient—Ibt. that Dr. l’arkman waft murder 
ed. 2nd. That Dr. John Webster commit 
ted the deed. Mr. Clifford concluded a few 

notes past past ten o’clock, and the Court 
ordered all but the medical witness for the 
Government to retire. Fourteen peremp 
lory challenges were made by the prisoner, 
ten of whom were set aside by the Court 
for having formed an opinion in tlip case. 
Charles M. Kingsley testified that on June 
19th 1849, he had care of Dr. Parkman's 
real estate—was in the habit of meeting 
him every day on business—never failed to 
find him at home at the dinner hour when he 
called for fit teen years past. He gave an 
account of the search by him and Stark 
weather in the Medical Cojlego. The ex
citement and interest continues a« to this 
extraordinary trial ; it seems if possible, on 
the increase. The Court-Room and galla 
rv were crowded at on early hour to excess 
with anxious spectators. At nino o'clock 
the prifiom-r entered the Court nnd took his 
scat in tho dock—he exhibited the same 
calm demeanour. At ten o'clock the jury 
returned from «he scene of the alleged mur-: 
dor. The examination of witnesses then 
proceeded- >

The trial still cjntjriiied on Monday.— 
The evidence was strong, but wholly cir- 
cume'.sntia!.

I for an active - trade. ThereSpring
is'nothing to encourage toe belief that the 
foreign demand will greatly improve. Our 
market moat, in consequence, be limited, 
and controlled by the home demand and 
home prices. Farmers will hold on for bet
ter markets, and but little of the crop will 
come forward. Our boats will find but lit
tle to do. Never have we known a season 
which opened eo unpromisingly. Fortu 
nately the winter along our lines has been 
favorable for the wheat crop, and if this con 
continue good, it is net improbable that we 
may have a very active season of fall busi-

MEETING of PARLIAMENT

We are authorized to state that 
the Provincial Parliament will 
meet for the despatch of business 
on the 14th May. An official 
prorogation to the 3rd May will 
appear in the Gazette, but this 
arises from there being more than 
40 days between the last day pro- 
rouged to, and the time settled 
for the meeting of the Legisla
ture.—[Globe, 28th March.

HURON SIGNAL.
THURSDAY. APRIL 4. 1850.

THE COMING SESSION.

The Provincial Parliament is to meet on the 
14th of next month for the dispatch of business, 
and we believe that a much deeper interest, in 
the meeting, is felt by the public generally than 
on any former occaeaion. not even excepting the 
the Session of last year. Nobody beyond the 
members of the Cabinet pretends to know any
thing of the measures to be brought forward, 
and we see no advantage that can result from 
mere idle conjectures and surmises on the sub
ject. For our own part we do noffeel inclined to 
play the Prophet on the present occaesion. We 
might possibly guess right, and there is a greater 
possibility that we might guess wrong—the 
chances are, therefore, against us ; and, aa we

and Bask Bills form ne part ef* food Road. Il
le generally formed ol wood, «tone or grovel, end 
three we poeeree io ebeodeeee. Io partieu-
lar, we believe there ere lew Districts io which 
good grevel coo be prorated si leee expense then
it can be along the leading ronde of the Coootiee 
of Huron end Perth. Labor ie, therefore, the 
capital required to make good Roada in these 
Counties, end we would aeeuredly think little of 
the man who would tell ue that we cannot aop< 
ply the labour. We feel satisfied that there is 
scarcely one Farmer in the United Counties who, 
with hie team, could not afford to work five 
pounds worth of labor on the roade, throughout 
the course of the year ; and this amount of labor 
would make our leading Roade equal to any in 
the Province. Now, it must be understood that 
thin labor bo far from being bestowed by the Far
mer, will be paid to him io full, io the course of 
a very few years, and that he will receive annu
ally, a fair rate of interest on his outlay. It is thus 
certain, that exclusive of the incalculable sat
isfaction and comfort of travelling on good Roads, 
and the rest saving of time, teams and carriages, 
the investment wiïl be one of real pecuniary 
profit. On this principle of putting in labor as 
stoak or capital, it must be evident that not more 
than one or two hundred pounds of cash would 
be required, merely to purchase the proper tools 
or implements of labor; and we feel confident 
that five times that sum can be raised from the 
merchants, tradesmen and gentlemen of Gode
rich and Stratford. We forbear entering into 
particular calculations, or urging any farther ret 
marks on the èubject at presqpt, as we under
stand that a prospectus for making a gravel road 
from Goderich to the Clinton Arms Inn, is about 
lo be issued, and will contain calculations and 
estimates that may be depended on—and we trust 
the inhabitants of the United Counties, and the 
farmers in particular, will consider the subject 
with the interest and attention to which it is 
entitled.

Aclaad aad the appointment ef Thomas Galt, 
Eeq., nn Indgn ef tke United Coeniiee ef Horan, l 
Perth end Irene ! 1 Now, in tke flrei plane, we 
beg leave to remark that, although led go Aclaad 
were out of office to-morrow, Tboe. Galt, Sa^, 
of Toronto, being one. greet Tory would no! bo 
likely to get the offer of the office, nnd altkongh 
he did, the raid Thoa. Galt, Eeq., would not 
accept the «aid Judgeship even although the 
Government should promise to double the pré
sent salary ! In the second piece, we beg leave 
to remark that,.all these rumors, or rather, lies, 
have emanated from the same common source, 
after being fully matured by fear and malice; and, 
in the third place, we beg leave to remark that, 
in nineteen cases out of twenty, the wisdom of 
Providence has* arranged that this species of 
malignity can produce only one effect, and that 
is, the debasement and ruin of its authors /

On

■peril
' 6E

? SLANDER.

We seldom notice any of those small tittle- 
tattle stories that come under the head of private 
slander, and which are found floating, as a secret 
under-current in every little community, in the 
shape of village gossip ; for although we detest 
this cowardly process of murdering private 
character, and have ever regerded it as a sort of 
social plague, yet we feel inclined to avoid con
tact with it because we believe it to be infec
tious, end because there ia everything that ie 

difficult and unpleasant in tracing these malevo
lent rumors to their proper source. We must, 

have no ambition to earu the reputation of a false ! however, crave the indulgence of our readers at 
phopltt, we forbear gjr.smg, entirely. Deride».1 present, while we not only notice, bol contra- 
we are aware that our hints wishes and eupposi- j diet in the most emphatic manner, one of these 
lions would have no effect in changing the wise j nefarious elandere, of rather an aggravated de- 
intentions end resolves of the Government: It ! scription. During the past week it has been 
would be thinking1 evil of our Rulers to suppose , first whispered and then rehearsed in a loader 
that they are about to meet the Parliament with- |~tooe, that the Rev. Mr. Fletcher had been lately 
out having agreed upo.n some-definite line of, hawking a Petition through the village of St. 
policy by which they.a/éprepsred eiiheMo stand ! Mary’s and the surrounding country, the object 
or fall. It would, however, be using theTlinis-1 oFWBli was the removal or dismissal of Judge 
try unjustly to conceal the fact that the people , Acland! And we regret to learn that this very 
have also a line of policy, and they have determ- ; improbable story was not the gossip of ignorant, 
ioed that the Government that refuses to stand talkative and excusable old women, bat of men 
by the said policy shall be forced to fall under R. front whom far other conduct might reasonably 
»» c do not .write this in the form of a threat, for l* «xpqcted ! By all who have the pleasure of 
we have no faith in the policy of intimidating knowing Mr. Fletcher no other refutation of this 
men to act against their own views and convie- rumor will be deemed necessary than merely to 
lions. In fact, the man who could be induced ; •«•to that it ie a malevolent lit, originated in the 
by popular intimidation to bring forward or sup-1 basest political and sectarian hatred. We nei-

EF We omitted to direct the attention of our 
readers to the communication of William Smith, 
Esq., Town Reeve of Dowoie, which appeared 
io last week’s Signal. Although the remarks 
were in sorat instances, rather severe upon our 
Editorial self, yet we do not feel inclined to be 
critical, nor to enter into any farther diecueeion 
of the subject. Our remarks upon the financial 

■difficulties of the United Counties were made 
from the best of motives, and were suggested by 
what we considered lo be very serious and dis
agreeable facts. Our views are now before the 
inhabitants, we ere very sorry that wo cannot 
conscientiously contradict them, but we ehall be 
extremely well pleased if, at the end of the pre- 
eent year, Mr. Smith’s views shall turn out to 
be correct, and it shall be discovered that our 
"facta” were fictions.

ET We are pleased to understand that the 
Goderich Lodge of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows bae again revived and come into 
active operation—that a number of new members 
have been added to the society, that the funds are 
in a flourishing condition, and that a Benevolent 
Ball for the benefit of the Widows end Orphans 
belonging to tbje Institution, will tike place about 
the middle of next month.

EF The Court of General Quarter Session» 
and the County Court opened on Tuesday. As 
usual ifie criminal calender was a blank, and the 
Judicial wisdom of their Worships will seeming
ly be allowed to rust for lack of exercise.. vThere 
are two or three vexatious cases in the County 
Court, but, as a whole, the business is light and 
will probably be closed this evening.

I» prove1 _ .
is owing to on# or many causes; and etkere 
again to causes of a diffbrent nature. If, how
ever, wo join with nm In condemning Itr* 
Hopkins, and subscribe to the* perfidy” of 
certein Reformers,—wo would ask, wkat 

ore does ibis prove 1 Merely this, that all 
these circumstances I be more fully establish 
the fact, that the People desire Retrench
ment, and if the Government wet to the 
country et. any time on She seme question 
the result would be similar. It also shows 
thet browbeating and " badgering” by • 
Ministerial organ is not productive of good. 
When a question is mooted, if it ceonot be 
set aside or answered by fair legitimate 
means, it need not be opposed,—but in the 
end it will triumph despite nil opposition.— 
It is expected tnat lire great question of 
Retrenchment will be fairly met, and fairly 
carried out; and no man who claims in the 
remotest degree the character of a Reform
er will withhold bis most cordial approba
tion and firmest support.

THE SPRING BUSINESS.
The Toledo Made, commenting on the 

business of nex« season, says—" We do 
not wish to indulge in gloomy speculations 
on the subject of tho Spring business, but 
we cannot bn insensible to a fact so painful
ly apparent a« that which now stares our 
commercial men in tho face. The lain 
foreign ad viens are very unfavorable as to 
corn—almost amounting tea prohibition 
upon ehipp'ng it fmùi the seabord.—

‘ tin

port a measure which he conscientiously believed 
to be wrong, ie a more despicable being than he 
who would legislate despoticly against the views 
and wishes of the people. But while we cancid- 
ly denounce all attempts to frighten a Govern
ment to hear*and obey the biheetp of the people, 
we, at the same time, deem it prudent to inti
mate that the people have a icill and a poicer 
which mast be felt. They may be ignorant, 
and rash, and obstinate, and unreasonable, but 
while they possess a representative form of Gov
ernment, tbeie bad qualities can not destroy their 
influence at the poll. The Tory party are full 
of hope and prophesy. They declare that the 
Ministry will not stick together for a month, 
and that even in that period they* will be desert
ed by the chief part of their supporters. Such 
prophecies are only a different modification of 
their hopes, and will shortly be numbered with 
the great multitude of false predictions that have 
amused us in other years Î We feel quite satis
fied that they will stick together, and that nearly 
all who supported them last Session will con
tinue to support them even to the close of the 
present Parliament, and then, and not till then, 
will come the " tug of war.” In the meantime 
we hope the friends of Reform will be honorable, 
sagacious and patient. The Ministry will 
assuredly bring forward and carry some useful 
and liberal. measures. They will not please 
everybody, but they are at least -entitled to fair 
play and full credit for the good they do. And 
we trust that none of us will he so foolish and 
unreasonable aa to feel disappointed and get into 
a rage, and use bitter and uncharitable language, 
should we happen to discover that Retrench
ment—Law Reform and the fifty seven Rectories
WILL CONSTITUTE THE PLATFORM OF MXT GENE
RAL Election.

THE ROADS

We, last Fall, drew the attention of our read
ers, not to the miserable condition of our leading 
Roads, [lor of this they were practically inform
ed] but to the great facilities that we pcesesed 
for remedying the evil by the privileges conferred 
by the New Act' for the Incorporation of Road 
and Bridge Companies. We expected that the 
readiness with which the inhabitants of many 
other Districts were availing themselves of the 
advantages of this important Act, and another 
season’s experience of mud roads, would have ex
cited a spirit of emulation in the more enterpri
sing portion of our Farmers and Merchants, and 
that an effort at improvement would have been 
pat forth. Since that time we hi ve listened to nu 
meroua doleful complaints and lamentations about 
ihe "state of tke roads," but, we regret to ac 
knowledge that we have neither heard nor seen 
anything io the shape of an earnest, energetic 
attempt to form an active Road Company, for 
ihe purpose of improving the " state of the 
roade. ” We arc aware that there is a very seri
ous lack, of capital among cur Agricultural popu
lation atlpresenl, tod that this deficiency ie pled 
asm very substantial reason for not entering into 
Road speculations. But, although we are aware 

Tbi. ia the article uj.un which we mainly i uf lhll flcl| we ,ll0 lwl„ aold,silver

ther know nor care who was the manufacturer of 
the falsehood, but we assert fearlessly that no 
man of honest, upright" principles, who knows 
anything of Mr. Fletcher, and who has a proper 
appreciation of the value of truth and piety, 
would either believe it himaelf or repeat it to 
others as a thing worthy of belief. And we 
hesitate not in declaring that the man who would 
repeal it in such a manner as might lead to the 
belief of it, without being willing and able to 
name the person who saw Mr. Fletcher hawking 
the Petition, is, to all intents and purposes, a 
bad man ! We do not express ourself thus 
strongly because Mr. Fletcher is a clergyman, 
lor, whatever mnv be our faults, we are seldom 
blamed for cherishing a blind superstitious vene
ration for the " Gentlemen of the Cloth.” We 
have known some very bad men who are clergy
men, and when we see a man distinguishing him
self as a low, sneaking, cowardly, backbiting, 
lit lie-taule, slandering mischief-maker who 
blushes not to he confronted with his own false
hoods, and substantially confounded as a common 
liar, the fact of such a man being a clergyman, 
is, in our estimation an almost infinite aggrava
tion of hie guilt, and we pity, and loath, and shun 
him with deeper shuddering» of disgust than 
could be inspired by the presence of the most 
degraded varlet or the most abandoned specimen 
of infamy. But Mr. Fletcher is a good man, 
and this is a recommendation more valuable than 
ell conventional title»,, not even excepting the 
much perverted title of Reverend! It ia Mr. 
Fletchei ’a hones*, upright, fearless and unbending 
atiatchment to the eternal principles of truth and 
equity,that renders him obeeiioue to the dastardly 
assaults ot those who can perceive, in his very 
countenance, a rebuke of their own unprincipled 
snchk ing and shuffling.

—Now let us ask, seriously, Who got up this 
petition for the dismissal of Judge Acland? What 
are the grounds of complain ? What interest 
has Mr Fletcher in the màtter ? aqd above all, 
Who saw Mr. Fletcher hawking this Petition in 
the Township of Blanshard? The well-being
of our little community requires that such gross 
assaults upon the reputation of good men shall 
not be allowed to pass unnoticed, and if there is 
one spark of honor or honesty in those Gentle
men who have assisted in circulating this libel 
on the character of the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, they 
will at once come forward and produce their 
authority for the slander, and thus save them
selves from being ptiblicly exposed as the makers 
and propagators cf malignant falsehood. We ere 
not aware of any petition for the removal of 
Judge Acland—we have heard of no complaint j 
being forwarded to Government against him, 
except in reference to the appointment of Mr. 
Morgan’s boy to an office which the statute says 
he is not competent to fill, sod which ihe Govern
ment, as a matter of course, will not allow him 
to fill." But this has eertainly'nothiog to do 
with the removal of Judge Acland. And yet 
because John Galt and Robert Moderwell, Eeqra. 
have been down at Toronto on their own pilvate 
business for a few days, we have bad all sorts of 
strange etoriee in circulation about Gentlemen 
being* in gaol.' about '.lie dismissal of Judge

From the Packet.
RETRENCHMENT.

The necessity for retrenchment in Gov
ernment expenditure ie almost universally 
admitted. At various times it has occupied 
public attention, and always bas the voice of 
the People, when fairly obtained on the sub
ject, given a similar result. It is by no means 
the desire or interest of the People of Cana- 

a to support extravagant or useless c stab 
Iishmenta. The origin of the Reform par
ty was the desire on the part of those who 
formed it to reduce extravagant salaries,— 
to stop the plundering of the public treasu 
ry by the giving of bribes and gratuities lo 
favourites; and, in short, to hinder a rapa
cious band of unscrupulous Tory office
holders from revelling in.the public money. 
The mer# amount of salariée at that time 
appeared large, but the stated salary was 
but the dust of the ballaoce comparatively. 
Thousands of actes of land were given to 
one Member of Parliament for his assistance 
in procuring the like ‘‘gilt” for. another: 
thousands of pounds were paid in tho shape 
of “ compensation” for this or that—servi
ces never rendered or thought of; and the 
numerous defalcations of irresponsible fa
vourites added still more to their systematic 
plunder. Nothing has contributed more to 
raise complaints against * Reformers than 
their pruning propensities. " Destructives," 
“ Levellers,” “ Radicals,” aiTd such like 
names, they have been honored with, on 
account of their alleged recklessness in 
breaking down time-honored but useless 
and costly establishments.

The entire extftvagance at the present 
time does not lie wholly in paying enormous 
salaries. The salaries of some who are 
employed in Government departments are 
too low in proportion to the services re
quired,—these, however, are rare cases; but 
there are some,—many, indeed,—who are 
receiving some three or four hundred pounds 
per year for nomimal services, y Inch, in 
reality, are nothing, or the very next thing 
lo it. A Government office has been here
tofore,—and in too many cases still is,— 
something next to mere sinecure, for the 
benefit of some favorite or hungry expect
ant who. was incapable of executing any 
other business. A strong proof that many 
offices at present supported are unnecessary, 
is tho unfitness for office of those who hold 
them. It is urged often that if men are 
dismissed from office they should bo pro
vided for otherwise. In regard to this, it 
might be just in some peculiar cases; but, 
generally speaking, are those who have 
enjoyed ease and good pay entitled on that 
account to public support ? Are they made 
incapable of pushing their way in the world 
as other men do? Then why have they* 
"claims” on the public ? Necessary offices 
must be kept up, and they should be filled 
with the most efficient men—few in num
ber, and individually well paid. But useless 
offices should be abolished at once, and their 
occupants allowed all the rights, privileges 
and advantages that good subjects enjoy, 
but nothing in the shape of plunder.

The opinion,—once so firmly established, 
—that tho People were merely to be gov
erned, and had no right to question acts or 
measures of# Government, is now exploded, 
and the contrary opinion,—that, the Gov
ernment and Government official are but 
the servants of the People,—is now become 
tho éstablïshed doctrine. À blind submis
sion to arbitrary power cannot now be en
forced, or even otherwise procured. Whon 
the People ore aware that a grievance ex
ists, and that they themselves are the 
sufferers, they feel that they have a perftet 
right to express their disapprobation by the 
moans which their Laws and Institutions 
afford. Men in power apparently forget 
that they are only public servants—not 
masters. It has always berfb a characteris
tic of Tory Government» to hinder popular 
interference. Intrigue, favouritism, and 
the employing of all manner of expedients, 
havo always been practiced by them, and 
the reducing of a salary or abolishing an 
useless office has been treated as an set of 
injustice to the individual who suffers.

A bold and vigorous scheme of Retrench
ment is expected to be brought forward by 
the present Administration. There ie, per-

Frora the Braet&rd Herald.
FREE TRADE, DIRECT TAXATION, 

be. be.

At the present time, when there. Ie 
scarcely aught heard save the note of pre
paration amongst the various countries of 
the earth, for entering Into the liste at com
petitors for tho prizes which are to be 
awarded to the victors, in the great though 
bloodies* fight, between the nattons, which 
is to take place, next year, with England 
for the battle field,-i-at the present moment, 
when the most powerful and enlightened 
nation of ancient or modern times bee 
thrown open her ports to trade of the world, 
and declared herself opposed to protection 
or to a system of exclusiveness fitted only 
for euch nations es Paraguary, China, Japan, 
be.,—st this glorious period, when the 
great principles of reform are being acknow
ledged and adopted by the educated portion ef 
the people of all lands, it may not be amiss 
in Canadians to ask themselves the ques
tion, would they not act e wiser and more 
liberal part by immediately following the 
example of Britain in abolishing protection? 
We know that there are many, even 
amongst our reform frierids, who would feci 
inclined to oppose the free admission of 
American goods, unless the Americans 
were willing to reciprocate; but, though 
our neighbours might at first refuse to act 
as liberally t< wards ue ee we ecu Id desire, 
there is every reason to believe, that they 
will soon see the necessity of exhibiting a 
larger share of liberality in their transac
tions with their nearest neighbours and best 
customers, the people of Canada. If, how
ever, the liberality bo found on the side of 
Canada only, we are of opinion that Cana
dians would, nevertheless, be uninjured by 
euch liberality, as the admission of Ameri
can produce freo of impost, would not 
lessen the price of any of the articles which 
form the principal sources of income to the 
people of this country. Such articles only, 
as the people of this country have to buy, 
would be imported, and those which they 
bare to sell would still find as good • market 
as they do now. The only difference which 
the adoption of fre* trade principles would 
make between the present state of things 
and that which would ensue, is this,—The 
farmer, or other consumer, though gelling 
no higher price for hie produce than he now 
gets, would be enabled to purchase those 
articles which he is in the habit of purchas
ing, for a much smaller price than he in now 
compelled to pay. In some eases fibs arti
cle of sugar for example) for a half or nearly 
a half of the amount now paid, the . tame 
quantity of the same article could be bought. 
The generality of consumera expend the 
greater part of their income on the porcheee 
of necessaries and sometimes luxuries for 
themselves and families, end ae all consume 
more or less, it would be a matter of no 
■light importance to the eommenity to be 
enabled to eflect an average saving of about 
forty or fifty per cent, in the purchase of 
goods for consumption. The advantage of 
being able to procure cheap commodities is 
not, however, the only one that would be 
gained by throwing open our rivers, lakes, 
and ports to the commerce of :he world.— 
The additional traffic on the splendid ship 
canals of which Canada may well be proud, 
would produce such a revenue from tolls as 
would speedily defray the expense of con
struction, and in half a dozen years hence, 

ay the whole expenses ol the government, 
’hus would all the officers of the general 

administration of the etate be paid their 
salaries, and the business of government be 
carried on, without the payment by the peo
ple of any tax whatever; for the school tex 
will cease to be exacted when the proceeds 
of the Clergy Reserves and the 57 Recto
ries are applied to their legitimate use; the 
making and repairing of ronde will seen be al
most entirely invested in Joint Stock Companies, 
and the excise tax, a portion of which may be 
collected for some time yet, will esffice for all 
local purposes. " But,” says a friend, " what is 
to become of the government if you immediately 
abolish all datiea and imposts? Haw ia the ma
chinery of government to be kept moving witk- 
out money, until your half doses year» have ex
pired at the end of which the canal tolls are Ie 
be available for its entire support?” Our an
swer is, by a direct tea. The people’s property 
should be fairly assessed, end n direct tax levied 
for the support of the government. The machi
nery for assessing and collecting ia now in fin» 
working order, and all that ie requisite to make 
it satisfactory ie a better assessment law, which 
would enable the burden of supporting the state 
to be divided equally among nil in proportion to 
their stake io the country. A trifling expense, 
in addition to that now incurred ia collecting the 
tassa for local purposes, would suffice to pay for 
the collection of the direct tax for the support of 
the government. The crowds of officers now 
employed in tha collection of the roveoue, end by 
whom a large portion of what is collected is ab
sorbed, would have to betake themselves to some 
other employment for a livelihood, bneinsee men 
would no longer be subjected to the espouses, 
annoyance and delay caused by having to enter 
and pass goods through cuetom-henye, and the • 
people would no longer be ignorant of the exeat 
smonat collected from them and paid by them to 
their servants, who should be few in number, 
constantly employed, and felly end fairly remu
nerated for their service». We know thet people 
have generally been found nveree to the payment 
of n direct tax; but this aversion has arisen from 
igoereoce of their true interests, and net from n 
desire to rapport e horde of ceatom-bouee officers 
and their subordinate». The majority of the 
people of Caiadn are sufficiently enlightened to 
understood the duties which they owe to them- 
aelvea end their posterity, nnd each being th» 
case, we have no fear that they will hésitât» to 
progress on the road to prosperity by opposing 
free trade principles, or shrinking from the pay
ment, for a abort period, of a direct out wbien 
woe Id bo every day becoming foes, natlUj* the 
crane ef five or six years, H wooM him*» »-
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