
THE STAR.
War and Its Swindles—Punish­
ment of Dishonest Contractors.
We have all fallen somewhat into the habit, 

of late, of looking with a feeling at least bor­
dering on contempt, upon the empire—at 
present, nominally, the republic—of France. 
But in some respects it will have to be ac­
knowledged France is ahead of the United 
States. To a certain class of offenders she ad­
ministers mstice with a most unspairing hand. 
We refer to the detestable scoundrels who 
during, war, are willing to speculate out of the 
flesh and blood—the lives—of their country­
men. These are the dishonest contractors who 
defraud at once the government out of its mo­
ney and .the soldiers out of their clothing. To 
make their own existence easy and pampered 
they sacrfice the lives of many and the hopes 
of their country. One has been sentenced to 
five years imprisonment ; another to three 
years: and both were fined four hundred thou­
sand francs.

This measure of justice contrasts strangely 
with the escape of similar miscreants in our 
own country. Men who cheated our govern­
ment ont of hundreds of thousands of dollars 
now loom up at our watering places, and in 
what is called “society,” and expect to be 
classed among the elite.

So long as money in itself—the mere posses­
sion of wealth,however acquired—shall con­
tinue to be a passport to popular favor,a re­
ward is in effect set upon fraud. Yet is it not a 
shame to see the honest,toil-worn,crippled, pat- 

* riotic soldier, straggling along on foot,or faint­
ing by the wayside,while the dishonest oontrac- 
to rgrown rich out of wronging him and his 
more unfortunate comrades who perished in 
the'army, flaunts his ill-gotten riches,and rolls 
past in his gorgeous carriage, drawn by gaily 
caparisoned steeds, prancing under the crack 
of the whip in the hand of his liveried driver?

If a rope should ever be put around any 
man’s neck, it ought to be around the neck of 
the dishonest contractor in time of war.— 
New York paper.

The Wreck, of the “ Metis.’5

The wreck of the propeller Metis,of the New 
York and Providence line,by collision with the 
schooner Nettie Cushing, off Stonington, just 
before daybreak on the morning on August 
30, was one of the most dreadful calamities 
that has ever occurred on the sound, A fear 
ful storm prevailed during the latter part of 
the night, and about four o’clock, while all the 
passengers were asleep, the propeller was 
struck by the schooner about forty feet abaft 
of the stem, nearly opposite the pilot-house, 
Captain Burton, of the Metis) unaware of the 
damage she had received, immediately turned 
his vessel about and started in search of the 
schooner. Not being able to find her, he re­
sumed his course, the mates and pilot report­
ing that no serious injuiy had been sustained, 
A short time later, however, the engineer re­
ported that the steamer was rapidly filling. 
The passengers were immediately notified of 
their danger, and the Metis was headed for 
the shore, But it was too late. The wind blew 
a fearful gale, it was raining hard, and the sea 
ran high. In about half an hour from the 
time she wz£s headed for the shore she sank,

There was great confusion on board. Many 
of the passengers lost all presence of mind. 
There were plenty of life-preservers on board, 
but many persons seized two or three, depriv­
ing others of the means of saving themselves, 
There was great mismanagement m launching 
the life-boats, two being swamped as soon as 
they touched the water, and one leaving the 
steamer without a man, woman, or child from 
among the passengers. Providently, when 
the steamer sank, the upper deck broke loose, 
forming a substantial raft, on which between 
forty and fifty persons were floated toward the 
shore, The water was covered with debris 
from the wreck, to which men, women, and 
children were clinging in the desperate strug­
gle for life, Many were washed off by the 
heavy sea ; others, chilled and exhausted, lost 
their hold and sank, Among the sad incidents 
was the death of the two little Wierum chil- 
ren, who were lashed together with life-pre­
servers, but who were enable to endure the 
drenching and cold.

Daylight dawned on a fearful scene. The 
sea was covered with the fragments of the 
wreck, with dead bodies, and with those who 
were still able to struggle with the waves for 
life, The Watch'Hill beach was in sight, but 
a fearful trial was to come. As the hurricane 
deck and other debris of the ill-fated steamer 
neared the surf the watchers on the beach 
made final preparation for rescue. Safety lines 
were tied about the waists of the men who 
were to enter the surf, each line being secure­
ly held by several men who were to draw the 
rescuer and the rescued to the beach.

At the outer breaker the frail deck, floating 
broadside on, was seen to wave and bend like 
a field of rotted ice j then, lifted by a succeed­
ing wave, the deck inclined toward the shore 
for an instant, a following sea capsized the 
deck, and crushed it to fragments. The life 
raft on which the women and children had 
been placed for greater security was washed 
ashore, and the occupants rescued,

The surf at this moment was filled with hu- 
man’beings struggling amidst fragments of 
wreck. Toward these the rescurers made their 
way, and succeeded by noble efforts in saving 
many who, but for this aid, must have inevit­
ably perished.

At last account nearly 50 persons were eith­
er dead or missing oui of a total of 155 persons,
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SERIOUS ACCIDENT.
A rather serious accident happened on 

the occasion of the steamer “ Merlin’‘ starting 
for Labrador on Saturday evening, having 
on board T. H. Ridley and W. P. Munn, 
Esquires. The steamer fired a gun on 
starting ; the mate, George Henry White, 
charging a second time without sponging or 
allowing time for cooling, and while in the 
act of ramming home the charge the gun 
went off, severely injuring both his hands 
and arms. He was obliged to be landed, 
his place being filled by another from on 
shore, the “ Merlin” starting on her voyage 
at midnight. We are glad to learn that, 
tho’ the mate is suffering a good deal, no 
arteries are injured, the damage being con­
fined to flesh wounds merely.

The many dearly bought lessons among 
our people do not appear to have the effect 
of teaching them caution in the use of fire­
arms ; not a season passes without the re­
cord of casualties more or less distressing 
resulting from carelessness.

. - —i. 1— . .

CORRESPONDENCE.
--------------------------

[FOR THE HARBOR GRACE! STAR.]
Theatres.

There are people who disapprove of thea­
tres. Some there are who do so conscientious­
ly, believing that the tendency is hurtful to 
morals or injuriously affecting the minds of 
young people. Others again disapprove of 
theatres because of natural stultification. The 
world to them is designed to yield wealth or 
fame to A. B. A. B. says so—must be true ; 
|A. B. dosn’t go—can’t be right ! For the sake 
.of brevity, let us call this class Stults. Each 
^member of the Stult family then has distin­
guishing characteristics. Demure long-faced 
visages, never guilty of anything beyond fifth 
icousin to a smile : “ solemncholy’ ’ paced, and 
slow and low of utterance, as if afraid the cat, 
honestly prowling for mice in their neighbor­
hood, might report them. One would sup­
pose such men would be the opposite of those 
who approve of what they condemn—and per­
haps they are in many ways ; but we will find 
itldifficult to trace their virtues beyond bab- 
b ing protests. Take up subscription lists or 
con over the names of those aiding charitable 
enterprises, and you will find it hard to point 
out a member of the Stult family, or if to be 
seen the name is sure to be placed conspicu­
ously or written in an odd fashion to attract 
attention. Possibly others beside those of 
this class may disapprove of these views, but 
we believe in the charity that is honest 
and reasonable. Theatres—as schools—have 
exercised a wide influence in training the 
mind to grasp of thought and in imparting 
the power of true delineation. What the 
painter is with his brush and canvas, the actor 
is on the stage. We are not interested m the 
tragedy or farce only, but are influenced by 
the natural ease and correctness of representa­
tion. This is not confined to mere utterances 
—as of a lesson well committed—but is re­
flected in the manner, attitude, gesture ; do­
ing the right thing—whether it be winking or 
kissing—at the proper time in a natural 
manner. We have seen men kissing girls as 
if they were taking a dose of medecine. In 
such a case it should require no peculiar in 
spiration to do the thing naturally. This is 
just one of the things that offends Mr. Stult ! 
As if there is anything wrong in a kiss ! But 
we have witnessed the operation performed 
in such a way as to make us wish ourself one 
of the actors ; indeed on one occasion we near­
ly committed ourself by volunteering, but be­
ing known to the manager our youthful valor 
was excused. In point of fact the world is a 
stage and all who live in it are actors. This 
is a truism in a wider sense than people are 
willing to admit. The minister in his pulpit, 
the lawyer at the bar, the salesman behind 
the counter, the dairy maid wilking her cows 
and the seamstress stitching her shirt, are all 
actors. Each in their station endeavour to 
attract attention in some way. Mr. Stult 
does the same—either in sanding the sugar or 
peasing the coffee. As long as Theatres are 
kept free of anything to offend modesty or 
good taste, their influences cannot be hurtful. 
We could have wished that the Company now 
performing in this town were more- generally 
supported. It is a mistake to say that the 
money spent in this way is wasted, because we 
contend that a good play well performed, not 
only gives pleasure at the time but inspires to 
study and improvement, Apart from this 
view it must be evident that all the receipts 
are spent in the country. Now we hold that 
those who afford—as we say—innocent 
amusement are entitled to something more 
than their expenses, and it seems to us a 
mistake that they are not better supported, 
Without making any invidious distinction we 
think Mr, Beattie’s acting alone is worth the 
small charge exacted ; and Mr Wilson as 
Claude Melnotte ip the “Lady of Lyons” 
affords a lesson not obtainable every day. 
Were the company to play thrice a week they 
would suit the community better.

A AE.

Latest Despatches.
Montreal, Sept. 24.—The Governor-General 

and lady passed through this city this morn­
ing en y oute to Toronto.

The report of Riel’s election for Province is 
false. - - ; ~-

The Provincial exhibition opens to-morrow 
at Hamilton.

The Reform demonstration to-day to cele­
brate the return of Mr. Lap] ammer,in Jacques, 
Cartier County, is largely attended and very 
successful.

Paris, 24.—Thiers will propose to the As­
sembly the appointment of a Vice-President 
of the Republic, the creation of an upper 
chamber, and a new electoral laws.

Stockholm, 24.—The funeral ceremonies 
over the late king, were observed to-day.

London, 25.—Consols 92^. Markets steady.
The opinion of Chief Justice Cockbum, dis­

agreeing with the decision of his colleagues 
at the Geneva tribunal is published. It makes 
a pamphlet of two hundred and fifty pages.

New York, 25.—It has been snowing in Ne­
braska, on the Pacific railway, since Monday 
night.

Two new newspapers are to be started in 
Mexico to support Santa Anna, as a candi­
date for President.

The railway project of Rosocrans is meeting 
with much favor.

The English cricketers won the match at 
Philadelphia with the loss of seven wickets.

New York, 25.—Gold 113|. Exchange 
steady.

Money 6 per cent.
The report of the investigation in the Metis 

disaster, resulted in revoking the license of 
the captain and first and second pilots.

A passenger in the steerage of an ocean 
steamship, gives a detailed account of over 
crowding, bad food, and outrages, suffered on 
a recent voyage.

London, 26.—The Right Hon. Robert Lowe, 
visited Glasgow to day, and received from the 
municipality the freedom of the city. In his 
speech, returning thanks for the honor, Mr. 
Lowe alluded to the result of the Geneva ar­
bitration. He expressed the opinion that the 
Americans came out of the struggle very 
much elated, but that England’s object was 
not to gaina legal trumph. He acted, there­
fore, not as a beligerent, but as a friend. The 
money, he declared should be paid without a 
murmur or delay.

At a recent meeting of the Roman Catholic 
bishops in Meynortb, although Cardinal Cul­
len opposed the principle of Home Rule, the 
majority of Bishops voted in its favor.

Paris, 26.—Elections have been ordered 
for the 10th of October, in Algiers and other 
districts to fill vacancies in the National As­
sembly.

London, 27.—Consols 92Flour 46s. 6d 
Corn 30.

The rinderpest has appeared among the 
cattle in Lincolnshire.

The gales which prevailed on the coast yes­
terday continue to-day.

A large number of vessels are wind-bound.
It is said that efforts are being made to 

require the Messrs. Laird, contractors of the 
Alabama to pay a portion of the amount 
awarded by the Geneva tribunal.

Mr. Lowe, Chancellor of the Exchequer in a 
speech in Glasgow; severely condemned Sir A. 
Cockbum for not signing the award on the Ala­
bama, and for publishing the argument which 
opens up the question, and renews ill-feeling. 
He insists it was the duty of England to ac­
cept the award loyally.

New York, 27.—Gold 116£. Exchange 9. 
Money 7 per cent.

Five lives were lost, and half a million dol­
lars worth of property was destroyed by the 
burning of the Ohio state lunatic asylum.

Stews Stems.
------ :o:------

A Wonderful Progeny.—There is said 
to be a man living in Waco,Texas, who has 
been married five times, and is a father of 
fifty legitimate children—thirteen boys by 
his first wife; eighteen children, boys and 
girls, by second wife ; ten by the third wife ; 
six by his fourth, and three by the fifth wife. 
Twenty of hissons served in the Confederate 
army, eght of whom were killed ; seven died 
natural deaths, and the remainded are still 
living. , r

William the Conqueror’s Castle.— 
It is stated in Paris that the old chateau of 
William the Conqueror, situated on the Nor­
mandy coast at Renneville, was put up to 
auction the other day, and knocked down for 
a moderate price. It was there that the re­
doubtable soldier planned his schemes of con­
quest, and a French paper says :—“ The 
English coasts which hé sniffed from there, 
though they were hidden from his eye, per­
petually excited his appetite.” The idea of 
the odour of England irritating the nostrils

of the warrior who afterwards conquered us 
has the merits of novelty. In later days the 
chateau was used as a prison by Richard 
Coeur de Lion. Under Francis I. it was a 
hunting lodge, and now it is a ruin.

The Queen and the Fishwife.—Dur­
ing the late visit of the Queen to Edinburgh, 
advantage was taken of the excitement by a 
travelling circus company, who perambulated 
in costume the route her Mzyesty was expect­
ed to take. Among the crowd which collect­
ed in Brandon Street Wzte i Newhaven fish­
wife, who was all anxiety to see the Queen. 
This magnificent cavalcade, with its glitter­
ing display of theatrical grandeur, turned the 
corner, and when Maggie caught sight of the 
gorgeously apparelled lady who rode at the 
head of it, she sprang forward, seized the. 
tinselled riding skirt, and exclaimed, “ Eh ! 
ye’r Majesty, my dawtie, turn roond and let’s 
see ye’r bonnie face, its no often we get the 
chance o’ seeing it.” When loird laugl^ber 
apprised her of her mistake, she indignantly 
inquired “ Hoo she should be expëcted to ken 
the Queen, when she had never seen her, and 
that onybody wad expect a queen to come 
dressed in gold and silver,v

The Future of Poland.—The Vienna 
corresponded of the “ Nuremburg Journal” 
states that the Russian Government has re­
cently been sounding the Austrian Cabinet 
“ as to the opportunity of agreeing upon a 
common policy to be followed towards the 
Polish provinces of the three Empires.” The 
Russian Government is naturally anxious 
that limits should be laid down to the con­
cessions which might be made, particularly 
by Austria, to the demands of the national 
Polish party. According to the same corres­
pondent, the German Government had not 
yet replied to these overtures ; but the Aus­
trian Government at once indicated its reluct­
ance to tie its hands in dealing with the 
Poles of Galicia. There can, however, be 
little question that the coming meeting of the 
Emperors has caused not a little alarm in 
Polish partriotic circles. The great demon­
strations that had been projected for the een- 
tanary of the first partition of Poland. Some 
of the Polish organs comment bitterly on the 
meeting regarded in this light. For the 
hopes of Poland continue to rest upon possi­
ble disturbances of the peace of Europe, and 
especially upon differences between the three 
great Empires whose rulers are about osten­
tatiously to proclaim their reciprocal feelings 
of friendship.

Brigandage in Southern Italy.—“An 
Occasional Correspondent” of the “ Times” 
says that some friends of his have just re­
turned from Pæstum, which they visited by 
sea, and give the following report :—They 
pushed into Amalfi and questioùed tho 
Maresciallo of the carabineers as to the pru­
dence of the visit. They were informed that 
their security could not be guaranteed ; that 
it was possible some “ cattivi soggetti,” seeing 
the boat approach, might signal to their 
friends, and that some disaster might occur. 
The party, however, pushed on and returned 
in safety. Not a soldier, as my friends were 
informed, was within seven miles of Pæstum. 
Now, a enrious question presents itself. Sup­
posing a foreigner to be seized and mulcted to 
the extent that poor Signor Mancusi is, 
would not the Italian Government be liable 
for the ransom ? Visitors come South on the 
presumption that they are entering a civiliz­
ed country, where life and property are 
guaranteed, and find whole districts unsafe, 
and declared to be so by the military authori­
ties. Such a state of things either can or 
cannot be remedied ; if it cannot be, then it 
must be treated as was suggested in the case 
of Greece. But who will assert this as re­
gards Italy, which has an overwhelming force 
at its disposal ? Yet it is the general feel­
ing that the measures adopted to put down 
the evil are most inadequate. General Pal- 
la vicini, who did good service some years ago 
in repressing brigandage, has resumed his 
command at Salerno, but without any order 
to enter on his speciality—the duty is now 
confided to the carabineers. Meanwhile, in 
spite of the exertions of soldiers of the line 
and of the carabineers, Signor Manousi is 
gtil'l in the hands of his captprs. The ori­
ginal demand for 200,000 lire hss been reduc­
ed to 150,000 lire, of which, according to the 
best authority, 75,000 lire have been already 
placed in Manzi’s hands, and some articles 
of gold and silver which were rejected as of 
poor quality. As a set-off to this humiliating 
report, I may tell you that the first train ar­
rived in Otranto a few days since, and that 
the Adriatic line is now complete. Roads 
and railways in the long run will be found 
to be the worst enemies of the brigand.
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