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In the World of Amusement
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General Gossip

After a short term of quiescence, 
Bernard Shaw is again in eruption, 
possibly owing to the utter failure 
of his latest plav, “The Admirable 
Bashville," which, it seems, is Cashel 
Byron’s Profession rewritten into 
pentameters “as a burlesque" on the 
styles of Shakespeare and Marlowe. 
Here are a few lines from the effort: 
Cetewayo—Are these anaemic dogs the 

Englifh people?
Lucian—Mislike us not for our com­

plexions.
The pallid liveries of the pall of 

smoke,
Belched by the mighty chimneys of 

our factories.
And by the million patent kitchen 

ranges.
Of happy English homes.

Lucian is a Colonial Office clerk, 
and thus describes his chief:
Lucian—The Minister to whom I act 

as scribe
In Downing street, was born in Birm­

ingham.
And, like a thoroughbred commercial 

statesman.
Splits his infinitives, which I. poor 

slave, must reunite.
Mr. Shaw, in an interval of com­

parative quietude, has lately describ­
ed the average American as “an an­
archist and a ruffian, a liar and a 
braggart, an idolater and a sensual­
ist.

Sal lie Ficher tells a storv about 
her youth—her early youth—when 
she lived in Salt Lake. “In those 
days I used to have a little girl chum 
who was the most beautiful child 
imaginable,” says she. “When wc 
were playing in the street people 
would stop to look at her and admire 
her. And then they'd pick her up 
and kiss her and ask each other : Did 
you ever see such a perfectly beauti­
ful child? What's your name, dar­
ling?’ And then they would catch 
sight of me trying to keep the tears 
back—tears of jealousy—and say to 
me: 'And you’re a nice little girl, 
too. Don't cry darling, you have

V re tty teeth anyway.’ And after that, 
’d go home and try to cry my eyes 

out.”

Charlotte Walker, the new Mrs. 
Eugene Walter, threatens to study for 
the grand opera stage It is said she 
has a fine soprano voice, and she de­
clares sh° will develop it under the 
best masters abroad.

Of Mr. Frank Speaight. the celebrat­
ed English interpreter of Dickens’ 
works, who will appear in "Nicholas 
Nickleby” at Association Hall on Mon­
day, February 22nd. the Sheffield lnde 
pendent says: “How any person could so 
realistically portray su many diverse 
characters was amazing. The place was 
crowded, aisles were choked, the stair 
case heads were packed. Even then 
nearly 400 people had to be turned 
away. With the audience, big as it 
was. Mr. Speaight simply played.*’

That a similar state of crowding will 
not prevail here, is due solely to the 
fact that it has been decided to sell no 
tickets at the door. Those who have 
not reserved their seats in advance will 
find it impossible to procure admission. 
This step is taken solely that seat hold­
ers may have the maximum of comfort. 
There is barely a score of seats left, 
and these will no doubt be sold long 
before the 22nd.

An effort was made by the Dickens 
Fellowship, under whose auspices Mr. 
Speaight is to appear, to arrange a re 
turn engagement, but his booking agents 
wired that all of his dates on this side 
of the Atlantic have l»een filled.

An innovation for this event which 
will doubtless be greatly appreciated, 
will be the appearance as ushers <>f a 
number of charming young ladies, all en­
thusiastic members of the Dickens Fel­
lowship.

Chauncey Olcott is either a very good 
Catholic or a wise business man. He 
will not act during Lent, but will spend 
that time as the guest of his manager. 
Augustus Pitou, at Hobe Sound, Fla. 
He resumes his tour in "Ragged Robin’’ 
April 12 in New York. At the close of 
his season in May. CKeott goes to Europe 
for an automobile tour of Ireland and 
the continent. —Chicago Tribune.

Commenting on the fermât ion in New 
York of a Society of Stage Children to 
promote the interests of these little 
players and work for an abatement <»t 
«orne of the laws that oppress them, the 
Cincinnati Times-Star goes into the mat­
ter of child actors editoriaJIy.

“Fortunately, we believe, this organ 
ration represents the -mtiment c-f the 
majority of parents who hare children 
in the theatrical profession, and of the 
children themselves," it says, and add-:

Most of the little players are quite 
satisfied with their let. and they natur­
ally object to being c'as-ed with child 
reu working in the factories. In many 
States, owing to the operation <»f the 
factory Laws, they are mt allowed to 
appear in productions, but are arrested 
by misguided probit ion officers, who 
place a literal interpretation on the sta­
tutes. Of course, the life of a child ac­
tor is herd. Behind all the excitement 
and the glamour is the monotonous 
training: training which in some cases 
proves too much for small constitutions. 
The “infant prodigy.” with the unmis- 
tekebl** dark rings under the eyes, and 
the sad little old-young countenance, is 
an object of pitv rather than of adula­
tion. The hours in the business neces­
sarily are long, and there are long 
lump® with bttle time to sleep when the 
eomTV*ny i= on the road School hooks 
and lessons, i* i« to be feared, seldom 
frnd a nlaee in this war-daring. Irregu­
lar existence. The air in the theatres is 
liable to be bad and conducive to head­
aches. Stage managers are not ahvavs 
as considerate as thev might he. and the 
personnel of the trouve is somewhat 
questionable. Nevertheless, unless the 
cM!d is flagrantly overworked and abus­
ed. he is learning something that will 
b® beneficial to him. "Hie child in the 
coal mine or th” glass faetcrv is not 
learning a trade. Tb#» child on the stage 
Is receiving valuable apprenticeship, and 
1« being trained for his life work. Many 
of the stage children are in the com- 
jwnv of their parents or of responsible 
guardians, who see to it that they get 
some book learning, even if thev h»vo 
tc pi-asp it between «et* while waiting 
for the promoter’s call. Such little ones 
are, of course, fortunate ; as for the
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I the «Selman Company has secured two 
I citv‘*r aciifssca tun, ncek, too. Miss 
■ i ean Gray lia» won great iavor in some 
I UI lü*-* i>«»t stoc.v « urnpunies of t .ie
j htalt-s ii«ai >»ni no uotiuu become a fa- 
!uiuc win, jiHiunconiaiis. iûiw, Edythe 
j 1 te-s.der who lias u>t closed her eea- 
! h<’11 Hie VvaiKci hfcock Company in
1 Winnipeg, will make her first appear 

aiicc wun the company as Mrs. Prescott 
in “Men and Women. “ Mias Shev will 
retire from the company next week.

Music-loving people will be pleased to 
learn that they wi.t have an opportunity 
of hearing the J,«uiies String Urchesmt 
m a concert, on March 11. at Consena 
tory of Music Hall. This orchestra is 
a new organization, composed of the 
best lady players, of Hamilton, with Miss 

Hunter as conductor and Miss Ella 
Howard leading violin. The orchestra 
i.-> made up of four first violins, two 
è-eeond violins, viola, two cellos, bass 
and harp, and the ladies have been ear­
nestly practising, and have prepared a 
programme of merit that will appeal to 
all musical people.

CHARMING KATHARYN OSTERMAN
ill be seen at the Grand in “The Night of the Play.”

At the Savoy

artistic covers, will be given every lady 
who attends the souvenir matinee next 
Tuesday of "Men and Women.“ This in­
novation ah s proven most popular with 
♦ he fair sex of the city and every Tucs- 

: day finds the Savoy crowded, 
j Mistress Nell Gwyn, a delightful ro- 
: mantice drama, is contemplated for earlv 
! poduction. This play is well known to 
! Hamiltonians, the Miss Marie Prttes, 

a talented i oung actress who makes her 
| debut with the Selman Stock Compa tv 
, Monday next, is a.i acknowledged stock 

favorite. Shf was prominent in the sup­
port of Dustin Faruuin. in “The Virgiti-

Portuguese firemen. This is something 
( in an unsupported lad- 

"’ 1 routine ofd^r this ‘pair go through 
daring trick-, providing a series of sen- 

1 * * 11 • - : that-atiunal thrills. \ notable feat is that 
ill which one of the men balances the 
• • t i ; «• i - it a fort y-f« .i ladder, without 
siinriovt of anv kind.support of an
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and Walker and < ole and
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il by competent

than William .......................
Johnson, when they appeateu m • un­

til e t im • with piano play
e<l 111 vaude-

"Men and Women,” a drama of the 
present, by David Belasco and Henry f. 
I>eMille, in four acts, will be the offer 
ing next week at th’ Savoy Theat.-e. 
TT.e Selman company are well east, and, 
under the capable direction of Cecil 
Owen, the play is rehearsing smoothly. 
The cast follows: (Israel Cohen. PreV 
ident of Jefferson National Bank. Th.id 
deus Gray : William Pr»seott. cashier of 
the hank. Joseph Selman: Stephen Rod- 
man, Governor of Arizona, Cecil Owen ; 
Mr. Pendleton, a director, F. P. Sager 
son; Col. Zachary T. Kip, ex-member of 
f'ongres.s and now a hank examiner, Al­
bert Tavernier; Sam Delà field. Kate De 
Infield's stepson, Stuart Beebe; Edward 
Sea bury. Douglass Dumbriiie; Arnold 
Kirk, a stockbroker. Mr. Sa person : Ag­
nes Rodman, th” Governor's daughter, 
Miss Marie Pet tes; Dora Prescott, Wil­
liam Prescott's sister. Miss Kathryn 
Shay ; Mrs. Kate Delafield. aged 20. 
Sam’s stepmother. Miss Claudia Lucas; 
Margery Knox, “our cousin from th’ 
West,” Miss Pearl C.rev; Mr*. Jane Pres­
cott. William's mother. Miss Edythe 
Tressider: Mrs. Kirke. wife of Arnold 
Kirke. Miss Eugenic Du Bois. The play 
opens in the library of the Prescott* at 
the doe? of St. Valentine’s Day. Tlie 
Alhambra corridor, adjoining the par­
lors and the picture gallery at Mr*. De 
!ifield’s. The drawir.tr room at th’ 
Cohen home, and the midnight meeting 
of th" bank directors, is one of the most 
•ntensp seen?s in th-’ realm of drama. 
The last net i«. in th’ home of the Pres 
entt s. overlooking Central Park.

"Men and Women” is a story of New 
York life in xvhieh stock brokers figure 
largely, and opportunities are given the 
ladies for wearing fashionable gowns, 
and. from a sartorial noint of view, this 
should appeal to the feminine portion of 
theatregoers. The comedy element, is 
not lacking, and this interesting story 
should prove an attractive offering.

Photograph* of Joseph Selman. in

Af Bennett’s
Claire Romaine, a favorite of tin* Eng­

lish music halls, who comes to Ben­
nett’s as the chief feature next week, 
is said to be one of the most magnet iv 
players known to the vaudeville world. 
Although .-he works along somcwl* i: 
similer lines to the famous Vesta Till* x. 
her entertainment is -«id to be distinct, 
unique and a revelation to the va riel y 
stage. Miss Romaine will appear here 
in the character* that made her famous 
in the English music halls, with a song 
for each character. She has a wonder­
ful personality that is particularly 
adapted to the male characterizations 
she gives, and her repertoire of selec­
tions are original in every respect. Al­
though it was the characters that made 
her famous in «he old lands, it vas her 
singing that » aught the fancy of New 
Yorkers when first she appeared in 
America. Miss Romaine has a perfect 
enunciation that helps grrativ in h r 
songs. Before crossing the Atlantic she 
was the queen of vaudeville for an en­
tire season in the music halls of the old 
country. Klaw A Erlanger imported her 
for advanced vaudeville and in one of 
the longest, engagements ever played by 
n vaudeville artist in New York -he 
packed the theatres week after week.

The principal comedy number will be 
an amusing sketch by Lizzie Evans and 
Jefferson Lloyd. Mies Evans is re.-og 
nized as one of the brightest corned: 
ennes in vaudeville, and will he remem 
be red by many theatregoers for her suc­
cess ir such popular pieces as “Mugg's 
landing. ’ “Coon Hollow" and “Fogg’s 
Ferry.” Lloyd is also a comedian of

An act that will be particularly ap­
propriate in view of the evening to be 
given next week by the Veteran Fire­
men is that to be presented by the Silvas,

of rags and mix in considerable bright 
: comedy while they work.

An amusing gymnastic act will be pre 
sen ted by the Yednars, a comedy duo, 
man and woman, who work on a single 
horizontal bar. The girl is good looking 
and above the average woman perform 
or in this line of work. A burlesque 
hypnotic exhibition makes a strong com- 
edy finish.

“Pixley’s Prodigal Parents.” a delight 
ful little one act farce by Mr. and Sins. 
Gardner Crane will be the feature the 
week after next. The Montreal papers 
describe it as the funniest comedy offer 
ing seen there this season.

, Annie and Effie Conely. the dainty 
comediennes, in their story songs, will 

' be seen here the week of February 22. 
They have been here before and will be 

welcomed back.
| John World and Miss Mindel King 
stun will be seen here shortly in their 

j funny slack wire act.
• The Brothers Datum, in a burlesque 
j strong man act. is one of the most en 
I tertaining eomcd\ features of the sea 
I son. It will he here the week after

Dixon. Bowers and Dixon, in their 
screamingly funny Rube act are billed 
for the week of February 22.

Arthur Rigby, the well known min 
strel comedian, and Lyon and Park, in 
their bootblack singing and dancing of­
fering. are another pair booked for the 
week after next.

Elgar Choir

,d!SS CLAUDIA LUCAS,
A member of the Selman Stock, at 

the, Savoy.

Fiddler for eighteen years was an im­
personator of Chine*p characters. He 
was connected with Field’s minstrel- for 
years, and for two years was under 
study and played principal ^arts with 
Ernest. Hogan, under the management of 
Hurtig A Seam on. Shelton was chorus 
director for years with Field's minstrels.

A unique novelty will be -shown by 
Les Bollingers, an English t am with a 
French name. They model picture out

On Wednesday and Thursday even­
ings next the F.lgur Choir will give its 
annual concerts in the Grand Opera 
House. The seats for the second night. 
with the Pittsburg Orchestra, have all 
been reserved. For the first night there 
are yet good seats to be obtained. The 
Wednesday concert will show the en­
larged choir—120 voices - in its best 
form, for it will sing n number of choice 
compositions a raped la. which will un­
doubtedly prove a great treat to the 
auditors. Then. too. Claude Cunning­
ham. the distinguished baritone, who 
made such a striking success at the 
Mendelssohn Choir concert in Toronto 
this week, will sing. The choir selections 
include Mendelssohn's “Judge Me. < ) 
God:.' Grechiuauoff'a “Autumn," R. S. 
Ambrose’s “One Sweetly, Solemn 
Thought," Palestrina's “Adoramus Te," 
and works by Bridge. Vogt and Paul 
Ambrose. In these the whole range 
of vocal expression is used, and the choir 
will be heard to its best advantage. Mi. 
Cunningham is a singer of great merit 
«and possesses a beautiful voire. The 
first concert will be the only real op­
portunity of hearing the 11 gars in 
un accompanied singing. and seats 
should be secured as early as possible. 
The subscribers' plan for the first con­
cert will open at the Grand box of­
fice on Monday morning : At 0 o'clock 
for $1.50 seats, at. 12 o'clock for SI 
seats. The subscribers' plan for the se­
cond concert will op. n o.. Tuesday morn­
ing At •» o'clock f-; 52 s-ats." at 12 
o'clock for 51.50 and 51 scats. Not more 
than twelve seats will be sold tc one 
subscriber.

of course, that the same work will not 
appear on more than one programme, 
but as a rule it will not appear on more 
than three or four at the very outside. 
Of these, five, and possibyl six. will be 
what are known as conventional pro­
grammes, conventional because Pader­
ewski was the first to arrange them and 
because he uses them more than any 
others. These programme* usually be­
gin with one of the great Bach organ 
fugues, transcribed for the piano. Then 
will come one of the great Beethoven 
Sonatas, a group of Chopin, and the last 
work i* ii*uallv one of Liszt's brilliant 
compositions. The interstices are filled 
with various works, large and small, so 
that the programme will piny about one 
hour and three-quarters.

Simple ns this sounds, it is anything 
but simple to make such n programme. 

X series of work * to be played hv n 
pianist, at one sitting in order to retain 
th» interest of the audience must show 
pleasing contrasts in color and style and 
in dramatic values. The programme 
nr.i-t rise to a eUciax of interest and 
tlvin must be no ar.ii climax.

For the large*1 cities, where pin no re 
citais are a dn.„ on the market, and 
every pianist plays a "Paderewski.” pro­
gramme. lie makes special programmes. 
On these he puts more unusual works, 
interesting because of, their novelty or 
because they are less often heard, but 
even iu New York. Boston. Oh ira go and 
Philadelphia, it is the other kind of 
programme which is tne favorite.

Paderewski rarely plays a "-me-man” 
programme, and when he doe>. it is by 
Chopin. Then th.» public more than ever 
fights to hear' him. but he himself ask* 
for more variety .

furnish half a dozen comedies with up­
roarious fun. The opportunities for 
genuine fun furnished Mias Oste-rman by 
the role are taken full advantage of by 
t.i--.it clever actress. .<he is the tempes­
tuous centre about which revolves all 
tin- laughter in the play. Her swift al­
ternations of mischievous t-endemee*, 
muck heroics and real feelings are deli­
cious b: youd description and musi be 
seen to in* really apreciated. In her 
famous directoire gown the lovely ac­
tress looks like an exquisite statue of 
gold and ivory only no statue ever 
moved with such pliant grace.

Mias Gstermnn is always su ported by 
an excellent and finely balanced com­
pany. and the entire entertainment is of 
a most delightful sort.

As Nancy Brasher, the ambitious 
young wife, torn between her love for 
her husband and her .-revet and burning 
dt—ire for fame a* a playwright, -Kath­
ryn Dater man is said V» be charming in 
her new comedy. “The Night of the 
Play " which she will offer at the Groml 
on Monday. February 22nd. With the 
natural tendency to dissimulation com 

, mun to the fair sex. the wife conceals 
! the fact that she is writing a play from 
’ her husband. Hubby fails to guess this 

important fact, but gets wise to a lot 
ot other incidental details, such as se 
rret interviews with managers, «oene 
painters, leading men, etc., and the 
complications that ensue are enough to

j Those past masters in musical farce, 
Ward and Yokes, are to be seen at the 

i Grand < >pera House next Saturday mat- 
, inec and night in their reunion offering, 
i “The Promoters. " It has been three 
| years since Ward and Yokes separated, 
j and each went a different, way, Ward 
I to a starring tour by himself, and 
1 Yokes to the vaudeville. During those 
j three year* influences were at work 
j which haw resulted in the present re- 
i union, and what is said to have been 
| the most successful tour ever experienc- 
; ed by these popular farceurs. Of course 
I their entertainment is musical corned 
i and in the organization of sixty people 
| they now carry, they present the larg- 
] est one they have ever had. There is 
' an unusually large chortis, and a 'ad- 
! ies' band of sixteen musicians. In the 

cast of Prince Palo will be found Lucy 
Daly, Lew Kelly, Charles “Sandy" Chap­
man, Marion Merrill. Frances Avery, 
Bpshc Rosa, John Manley, Eddie Judge, 
Richard Barry. David DeWolf, John C. 
Fenton. The production has been design­
ed as a fitting one for this reunion of­
fering. and all the musical programme 
has been especially written for Ward 
and Yokes, and is to be heard in ne 
other offering.

(Continued on Page 5.)

Other Dramatic 
Matter on Page 51

It's a poor rule that won't work both 
ways. Unfortunately, there's many a 
t.horn without a rose.

Fcidercivski

SILVAS, THE PORTUGUESE FIREMEN 
Who will be seen at Bennett’s Theatre all next week

i One of t!v most r»-.-: nu f . tors in Pad- 
1 erewski’s suer - hr. .» u . . • id nirabie 
, program i-i- i» m».. arranged :<»r lbs 
, cun.:i: ! .«'•, h - programmas ha'-e 
; bl'shed ;». *tr nd.ird lor pianists thi 

w..iV. uv.-r. Mo»» thsn on’ distinguished 
'• ii ! .•-•so. t , say t- t Tug of t he ore!» s- 
tro! enn.l.utors, has failed of popular 
f.i\because he did r--» know how to 
sv'vet a progrrmri-:». It is one of th’ 
most important t-lements in viving con- 

1 c-rts and more often thin not it means 
the difference bet.. pen profit and loss 
for the backers of a concert, if not for 

I the artist himself.
: When Paderewski comes to America
I to give seventy or eighty concerts in six 
I months, as he usually doe*, he must pre­

pare before he sSils at least ten differ- 
l cut programmes. This does not mean,

WARD AND VOKES,
Old favorites, who will appear at the Grand next Saturday.

»


