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“ 1 .. RURAL SOCIAL LIFF.
In another column of this issue ap-

paqrs an excellent article written by Dr.
Helen Mcllurchie for The Canadian
Gomtrymu It explains the operations
Qt. a ‘‘People’s . Institute’” "in Graven-'
hurst, Ont,, and is republished in Sid-|
- ney in-the hbpe that.it may stimulate
local thought upon the mutter of social
orga.niza.tion

In rura.l districts and.-small towns the
' proble;n of social life i the greatest is-
sue pertaining .to the happiness of the
inhabitants. The  needs Sidney,’
.’ Saanichton, Ganges and the other* com-,
munities of Saanich and the Gulf Is-
lands are different from those of Grav-

" enhurst and different from thos@ ¢f each
other. Nevertheless there is much in the
Jinstitution originated by Mrs. Fournier
i which might well be adopted in each
and all thode' communities. The need ‘of
a céntral méeting place where #he young
and old of both sexes’ may gather at
any time either as individuals or as as-
sociations and clubs is ‘felt in. all those

" placdes, nohe ‘the less keénly if uncors-

of"

= ciously. 3

The present is perha.ps' not the most

favorable'- opportunity for undertaking

expense‘in cohnectipn with such @ascheme,

"but, the general idea ,n;ny be ‘borhe in

mind until a suitable time for crystal-
lizing thought into action shallicome:

The chances ' are, however, ' that the

¢ost ot ranting a ha.ll permanently would

be.no greater to the community than

the sum of the amounts paid once or

twice a week ~when the owner has to

make his ‘entiré revenue from “such ocda-

The saving in other ways

as the Institute wonld

charging more than

sional leases.
would be, great,
" have no ohject in
50 cents or a dollar.for the use of a hall |
which now costs anywhere from $5 to
815 The n.em of Hhall rent would thus)
pra.ct.jca]ly disappear from the expenses’
of benefit concerts and dances.

i

ROUGH ON JOFFRE.

It is unfortunate ‘that General Jofire,
and Sir John French have to conduct.
their ‘campaign against the Germans
without ,:,the henefit  of the
those military experts who * gather in
groups at the post office, the hotel, ard
the Tra.ding Company’s store to map
out plans of campaign’' which would

completely annihilate .the enemy. in a
week on two.- The generals. in sthe field
= are hardly to be blamed for their mis-
takes as they have not the perspective
of the Sidney experts from which to
view the situation calmly. Thrust in
the thick of  the actual
they are they

advice, of

operations as
cannot keep into such
close communication with their advis-
ers ‘in this portion of the world as, no
"doubt, they would wish to do if they
had time. :

3

NO BREACH OF FAITH.
Whatever
may be as to the uses to which the pro-
the New Year’'s Eve dance
devoted there is no
of breach of
part of the ladies com-

differences of opinion™ there

ceeds of
should have been
room for any  allegation
faith upon the
mittee which handled the money. They
intimated quiie clearly to. the editor of
the Review and he in turn announced
positively in the issue.of December 11,
that the. money was to be used
local relief. The misapprehension ap-
pears to have arisen from the use of the
‘word ‘“‘patribtic’’ as appliad to the char-
acter of the entertainment. This proba-
mistake) but an altogether

for

bly was a
innocent one.

Interesting’ -memories are &‘ulled to
the old-timers in North Saanich by the
the ancient mill at

tearing down of

Shoal Harbour.

| places,

Jing.

A HOME FOR'THE COMMUNITY
IS THE PEOPLE'S INSTITUTE

MRS. FOURNIER OF GRAVENHURST
HAS' SOLVED PROBLEM OF SOC-
IAL LIFE IN RURAL DISTRICTS;
“MEET ME AT.THE INSTITUTE"”
1S TOWN’'S SLOGAN.

‘ﬁ\

Jven in ‘this \day of many missiong—
and more missioniiries’——it, is rare to find
anyone with as- whole hearted a belief
in her peculiar mission as Mrs. Fournier
Gravenhurst, ' showed
which she has christened the
People’s Institute, .

of in her pet
scheme,
when she outlined
before the Women's
Institute’s meeting in ¢onvention in Tor-
onto on November 13th, writes Helen
McMurchie in the current
Canadian .Cpuntryma.n. Mrs;

is a woman who has seen the vision of

its main features

‘issue of the
Fournier

‘| great things which are within' the resch

of common people—or at least, people,
who think they are common and who
would never realize their
ities but for guidance from' themselves.
With whicla preface I must let Mrs.,
Fournier speak for herself.
The Communal Family.

““What . the home is to the family the
People's Insntute is fo be to sthe com-
munity’’ with this. text Mrs. Frounijer
mtroduced her new idea., Then she went
‘on' to explain that the People’s Institute
was designed to bring the members of
a community together and
develop a corporate - spirit growing out
of commong undertakings and common
pleasures. It was 3
a diversity of agencies supplied in cities
—free libraries, club, rooms, amusement
gymnasia, and places for open
air recreation.” No town could afford to
maintain all these activities separately,
but even a small village could accomp-
lish a scheme for their common support.

The Government just now was very an-
xious to send back to ‘the country peo-
ple whom the city could not support
during the present crisis. All this was
shutting the stable door after the horse”’
was gone—the real remedy was to make
the country so attractive that people
would not want to leavé it. People,
especially the young, were drawn to the
city by perfectly legitimate desires for
things which they could not have
home. 'Let them have these things—along
with the others which they must of
necessity forfeit by going to the city—
and the inducement to leave the coun-
try would have gone. {

1t Has Been Done,

“But what is the charm that is t
work all these wonders?’’ you are ask-
Mrs. Fournier anticipated 'this
question and answer it by telling of
the. People’s- Institute in Gravenhurst
and what it - has accomplished in the
years of 'its life.. There was in Graven-
hurst, a town of about 2,000 inhabit-
ants, an, abandoned - ‘Salvation Army
barracks. It occurred to certain towns-
people that this . might be used as a
community centre for the town. A don-
ation day was held and pledges secured
to the amount of $300. The Women’s
Institute then obtained the barracks,
furnished its various rooms with furni-
ture given and loaned by interested: peo-
ple, and then put one of their members

own possibil-

in charge -as matron to live on the
premises, Then the Institute was opep-
ed.:

It is open from 9 a.m. to 10.30 p.m.,
Sundays and week days, and its uses
are as varied as its hours are generous.
To begin with, the matron gives food
and clothing ta those who need it, thus
forming a ~ distributing centre for  the
town. Many cases of need have been re-
lieved in this way, which strikes oné
as. being unusually sensible, as it ought

are reading rooms, others game rooms,
still others sewing rooms,
ing machine installed has proved a boon
not only to sacieties in their work, but
to women who have not machines in
their own homes. Then there are rooms
for entertainments with '‘proper equip-
ment in the way of stoves and dishes,
and lastly there are committee rooms.

If you renmiember that these places are
furnished to be as cosy and attractive
as possible, you may imagine just how
enticing a place this People‘s Institute
is.

Used For Everything.

That it does entice people is shown by
the various societies which find a use
for it. The Women’s Institute, as moth-
er of the scheme, finds its home there,
so, the benevolent societies of the Vict-
orian Order of Nurses, the township coun-
cil, the agricultural society, as well as
various church societies. The churches,
by the way, seen to find the Institute a
safe neutral ground where their members
may mingle with love and good will—a

thus to

alsé to supply what

at |

to prevent private and indiscriminate
giving provided wise people are in
charge. :

The rooms: are furnished”  for’
many  and various purposes, some

and the sew-.

5 3 - Rigpdy
not unlmporta.nt feature of the Instltu-
te’s work.

For social events the demands on the
Institute are even-more exacting, and I
believe that the common word in town
s “Meet me at the Institute.”

Mrs. Fournier gave a list of the var-
ious services which the People’s Insti-
tute may render to the community. I
give her admirably condensed list with
only the slightest explanatory uotes:

A List.

The People’s Institute niay supply:

(2) A small room for committees.

(3) A waiting and . rest room (with
toilet accommodation). I intend very
shortly to take, up fhis question of rest
rooms. ' What a boon they are to the
country woman, and yet how rarely are
they found. - :

(4) A general utility room for sewing

classes, supper meetings, etc.
. (5) A game room—to replace the
saloons and the street corners. (And
might one add, this is entirely my own
amendment, .a. hall for dances which
would be under the patronage and direct
supervision of the Institute .members.)

(6) A corner for a museum. KEvery
town has its interesting ‘curios_ which
civic pride should presenve. (I must say
I think that alone is worth thmklng
about:)

(7) A Bureau of information.

(8) A Labor Bureau,

Here maids could be engaged. or work
by the de.y sought and found. or sews
ing let out. If all the people in the
district who wanted work would regis-
ter here, and who needed help applieq
likewise much confusion could be saved:

(9) A place of interest to keep people
off the streets at night.

(10) Grounds—a park grounds ad-
joining the Institute. '

(11) = One energéncy bed for use in
case of accidents or in an emergency
operation.

(12) A library.

I should like
gymnasium, which
things most sorely
or small town.

A Big Idea.

In closing, Mrs. Fournier mentioned
that the Women’s  Institute, or any
corresponding  organization, should be
prepared to undertake the housekeeping
for. the community, to provide and
maintain a community home. Now, here
is a gredt idea, 'worth much-zneflection.
Of course, it .must always be recognized
that the success of such an undertaking
rests primarily not. on equipment but on
the people who manage it. No doubt Mrs
Fournier is the explanation of much of
the phenomenal success. of the Graven-
hurst People’s Institute. But surely
évery community . possesses people com-
petent for such anl enterprise. Think it all
over, and then ask yourself: Is it worth
while? OQught I to help to do it?’

to add to this list a
is surely one of the
needed in a village

THE FORD’S 23RD PSALM.

The Ford is my auto; I shall not want
(another).

It maketh me to lie down beneath it;
it soureth my soul.

for it's name sake. &
Yea, though I ride through the val-
leys I am towed up the hills;

And I fear much evil,'. for thy rods
and thy engine discomfort me.
I anoint thy tires with patches; thy

radiator runneth over.

I’ prepare for blowouts in the presence
of mine enemy. ’

Surely if this thing followeth me
the days of my life I shall dwell in the
bug-house forever.

(1) A good hall. -

It leadeth me jin the paths of ridicule

all

Dr. H. J. Henderson,
.DENTIST (of Victoria),

Will be at his'office over William’s

Drug Store, every.Tuesday from 9.30

a.m. till 5.00: p.m:. <

“Clan i
Mackenzie”

Scotch :
WhlSkey P. N, T}ZS;E—R—:.Proprietor. :

Rates $2.00 Per Day»

Special Rates by the “
Month

DRAUGHT and |
BOTTLE

To be had at Sxdney
Hotel

. fli| First Class Bar in Con- :

Harvey & Briggs [|| nection with a fine sel-

e R B!| ection’ of Choi¢e Wines,
VICTORIA, B. C. Liquérs and Cigars.

Storage ‘Batteries

_CHARGED AND REPAIRED

WL R. SMITH

Teléphone 54

M L M AT A R A e A e S

BERQUIST BLOCK SIDNEY, B.C.

A.L. WILSON
'BUILDER AND CONTRACTOR
SIDNEY, B. C.

FIRES CORDWOOD FIRES
Are You in Doubt

About the Purchasing of your Winter’s Suppl

Cordwood? ' If so, it’s you we want to meet. 1ve

us an early call and avail vourself of our experi-
ence and servnce.

$3.50 or $4. OO per cord.
SPECIAL TERMS FOR TWO CORD OR UPWARDS.

DAVID CRAIG,

Blacksmith - . - Sldney, B. C.

=
i
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’Phone No. 31.

L e e e S e e e ass s e l e o d oo od

The LocalMeatMarket _
Dealers in all kinds of ' f

DRESSED MEAT & LIVE STOCK.

WE SOLICIT A SHARE OF YOUR PATRONAGE;

l
l

HARVEY and BLACKBURN, Proprietors




