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nation’s pledge is or should besac- |

. red. The military situation in Europe calls loudly for every assistance we can render. In these
 circumstances Canada’s course was clear and it has been properly expressed in the Declaration
{ for conscription.” |
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Compulsory Service Announced by Premier Bor:

AGTION OF
BORDEN 13
APPROVED

Concensus of Opinion of
Local Citizens Favor
Conscription

MEASURE ESSENTIAL

.—@-—-
All United in Desire for Vic-
tory at any Price

SR
Mr. W. F. Cockshutt, M.P.

I heartily approve the action of

Sir Robert Borden and the Dominion

Government, and trust that the éup-

port of all political parties will be
tenderad ta this. 1 sssurae  whioh. - F
regard as absolutely necessary, and
one to have been better taken many
months ago. This part of Canada at
least has been ripe for such a meas-
ure for some time, and it is the only
fair way to see that all able to serve
may do so in whatever capacity they
are best fitted for. Our army at the
front has suffered terribly of late,
and it is essential to have under
course of construction sufficient
troops to replace the losses.”

Ald. J S. Dowling, Acting Mayor
“I am very glad to see such a
measure enacted, although regret-
ting the necessity of its enactment.
The selective system will serve ex-
cellently to lay upon the shoulders
of those who have so far evided
service as their share in the strug-
gle. I hope also that a reciprocal
system may be arrived at with the
United States whereby young men
who have crossed from one country
to the other in order to evade ser-

vice, may be returned.
Rev. J. B. Fotheringham

“lI am most enthusiastic concern-
ing the passing of the measure, as
the voluntary system had utterly
failed some time ago. It is only fair
to the men who have gone and to the
cause they represent that a selective
draft should be made to equalize the
existing state of affairs whereby
many have gone wuno should have
stayed and many more have stayed
who should have gone. I trust that
both parties will unite in making the
measure one of non-partisan and of
national unanimity, and also con-
sider that the city of Brantford
should send ‘a telegram of congratu-
lations to Premier Borden.”

- Very Rev. Dean Brady

“No doubt conscription was inevit-
able, but there is reason in a way to
regret its emactment, for Canada
would be more attached to Great
Britain by voluntary bonds than by
those of compulsory service. The Al-
lied nations are united, however, in
a struggle against militarism and the
supremacy of brute force, aud our
utmost energies must be devoted to
the restoration of the freedom of the
world. 3

““Canada responded nobly to the
call under the voluntary system, and
we had hoped that the stigma of
compulsion might not be necessary,

Continued on Page Eight
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Weather Bulletin
% . Toronto, May 19.
—Pressure is high
over the south At-
lantic coast and
over Manitoba
while a trough of
low pressure ex-
tends from Lak®
Superior to the
southwest states.
A few light local
showers have oc-
curred in Ontario
5 and the Maritime
N provinces, but the
Ceid weather over the
“Z' - ”‘
; been for the most
part fair.
Forecasts.
Fresh southwest winds,

showers

or thunderstorms before night. Sun-|the war

day——Northwest winds, fair.

.|that circumstances will

Dominion has|himself to consider

impotence.

Ottawa, May 18.—“It is my duty |
to announce to the House that early
proposals will be made on the part
of the Government to provide a com-
pulsory military enlistment on a sel-
ective basis such reinforcements as
may be necessary to maintain the
Canadian army in the field as one
of the finest fighting forces in the
Empire,” said Sir Robert Borden to-
day at the:conclusion of -one of the
most momentous statements which a
Canadian ‘Primé Minister has ever
addressed to the House of Commons.
He said “The number.af men requir-

ed will not be less-than. 50,000 and
will probably be 100,000. These pro-
posals have been .formulated. In
part they will be presented to the
House with the greatest expedition
permit. I
hope that when they are submitted
all the members of the House will re-
ceive them with a full sense of the
greatness of the issue involved in
this war, with a deep realization of
the sacrifice that we have already
made, of the purpose for which it
had been made, and with a firm de-
termination that on our part we will
do our duty in this struggle to the
very end, whatever it may be.”

It had been anticipated that the
Prime Minister would make an im-
portant pronouncement upon the re-
sults of his recent visit to England,
and the gallery of the chamber was
filled by an expectant audience. It
had not been made known, however,
that the government’s plan for deal-
ing with the recruiting situation
would be the close of a speech which
occupied two hours in delivery. It
was proceeded by a careful analysis
of war conditions leading up to the
Prime Minister’s conclusion that the
conflict would not be ended this
year, and that a great effort still lay
| before-the allied nations.

The Premier’s Speech.

Sir Robert said:

“Now as to our own efforts in this
war, and here I approach a subject
of great gravity and seriousness, and
I hope with a full sense of the re-
sponsibility which devolves upon my-
self and upan my colleagues, and not
only upon them, but upon the mem-
bers of this Parliament and the peo-
ple of this country. We have four
Canadian divisions at the front. For
the immediate future there are
sufficient reinforcements. But four
divisions cannot be maintained with-
out thorough provisions for future
requirements. If these reinforce-
ments are not supplied, what will be
the consequence? The consequence
will be that the four divisions will
dwindle to three; the three will
dwindle to two, and Canada’s effort,
so splendid in this war up to this
time, will not be maintained as we
desire it to be maintained. I think
that no true Canadian can bring
with toleration
or seriousness any suggestion for re-
laxation of our efforts. The months
immediately before us may be deci-
sive. They may be -decisive even it

who should not be there.

military service bill a sigh of relief went up in Canada. : ?
system of voluntary enlistment that only by selective conscription in some form could the United States rise
to its full stature in the war against the Teuton men ace, and avoid many pitfalls making for weakness and

£

A similar sigh of relief will go up in Canada over the announcement o
nouncement will not come as a surprise. During the past few weeks opinion has been erystallizing thru-
out the countyy that it was the only alternative if Canada wasnot.tebe disgraced in th

~Welraveno figsitation in saying that all over Canada there has been in these recent week
in public opinion on the subject. We would not even e xcept Quebec from this assertion.

play during the present season the
last ounce of her manhood. What
have we done in this war? We

have sent 326,000 men overseas in
the Canadian Expeditionary force.
Including those who have been Brit-,

listed for naval defence,

Canada. It is a great
greater still is needed.”
voluntary enlistment. 1, myself,
stated to Parliament that
but voluntary enlistment was pro-‘

ation, and with a sense of responsi-,

stantial results.
would.
every effort within its power, so far
ag I can judge.
stimulate voluntary recruiting still
remains to be made, I would like
know what it is. The people have
co-operated with the Government in
a most splendid manner along the
line of voluntary enlistment. Men
and women have interested them-
selves in building up the ranks of
the regiments that were organized.
Everything has been done, it seems
to me, along the lines of voluntary
enlistment: - - All ecitizens are- liable
to military service for the defence of
their country, and I conceive that
the battle for Canadian liberty and
automony is being fought to-day up-
on the plains of France and Bel-
gium.

“There are other places besides
the soil of the country itself where
the battle for the liberties or the ex-
istence of the institutions can . be
fought, and I venture to think that
if this war should end in defeat,
Canada in all the years to come
would be under the shadow of Ger-
man military domination, which is
the lowest we can put it. I believa
that the fact cannot be gainsaid.”

Time for Canscription Arrived

‘“The question arises as to what is
our duty. I repeat omce more, a
great responsibility rests upon those
who are entrusted with the admin-
istration of public affairs. But they
are not fit to be entrusted with the
administration of public affairs if
they shrink from any responsibility
which the occasion calls.for. If the
cause for which we fight is what we
believe it to be, the issues involved
are those which have been repeat-
edly declared by all our public men
and by the press of Canada, I believe
that the time has come when the au-
thority of the State should be in-
voked to provide reinforcemenis
hecessary to sustain the gallant men
at the front who have held the lines
for months and who have proved

I hoped that it

could not end this
year. Germany is bringing into

V)

. £ e ’
ad ;4 dtndly - e DS il et

themselves more than a match for

ish and allied men and those en- | E

360,000 | =
men at least have left the shores of | =
effort, buti =

“Hitherto we have depended upon !
nothing | 51
posed by the Government. But I re- ;=
turn to Canada impressed at once |
with the extreme gravity of the situ- ‘ =
bility for our further effort at the ' =
most critical period of the war ltg =
is apparent to me that the voluntary | S
system will not yield further sub-i =
The Government has made ;,

If any effort to .7

against them and who are -now
fighting in France and Belgium that
Canada may live in the future. No
one who has seen the positions
which our men have' taken, whet-
her at Vimy Ridge, at Courcelette or

NEW STORY

The Courier has every rea-
son to know that its thousands E
E of readers greatly appreciated
= the story, “This Woman to this
Man,” of which the closing in- E
stalment appeared in yester-
day’s issue.

Subscribers, no doubt, will
be equally pleased to know that
negotiations are in progress for
the serial rights of another
very attractive production and =
particulars as to the date of E
The opening chapter will be
announced shortly,

-It also will be found to live &
up to The Courier rule that E
nothing is too good for the
readers of this paper.

* BROTHERS

KILLED ON'
SAME DAY

Ptes. E. A. and T. L. Wright
Mount Pleasant, Injured
Together
e e

OTHER CASUALTIES

Private Jos. Reansbury
Makes the Supreme
Sacrifice

S
To countless homes throughout
Brant County, as well as through the
entirex Dominion, the fateful yellow
telegram of the War Office brings
daily sad tidings from the battle-
fields, but seldom it is that the cas-
ualty list bears such a two-fold blow
as that struck yesterday at Mr. and
Mrs. Wright, Mount Pleasant, by the
announcement of the wounding of
their two sons upon May 5. The two
young men went overseas together
with an early draft. Pte. E. A,
Wright is suffering at present from
gunshot wounds in the right arm,
while his brother, Pte. T. L.
Wright is in a general Hospital at
Rouen, a victim of slight gunshot
wounds in the chest and wrist.
Pte. J. Reansbury.

An official telegram this morning
conveyed to Mrs. Reansbury, 41 Pal-
ace street, the sad intelligence that
her husband, Pte. Joseph Reansbury,

the best troops the enemy could send

Continued .on Page 8

behind them.

elsewhere can realize the magni-
tude of their task or the splendid
resourcefulness which its accom-
plishment demanded.
A Message for Help
“Nor can anyone realize the con-

£ | ditions under which the war is being

carried on. I have been somewhat
in the midst of things at the front,
yet .1 know I cannot realize what
life in the trenches means. Yet I

: | can realize it better than those who

have not been as near the front as 1

have been. I bring back to the peo-
= |ple of Canada from these men
message that they need help badly,

that they need to be supported, that

they need to be sustained, that re-
inforcements must be sent to them.

= Thousands have made the supreme

sacrifice for our liberty and preser-
vation. Common gratitude apart
from all other considerations should
bring the whole force of this nation
I have promised, in
so far as I am coneernéd, that help
will be given. I should feel myself
unworthy of the responsibility de-
volving upon ‘me if I did not fulfil
that pledge, I bring a message from
them. Yes a message from the men
in the hospitals who have come back
from the very valley of the shadow
of death, many of them maimed for

e eyes of the world.
s a striking change

System’of Selective Conscription to Raise Between Fifty and One Hundred Thousand Men; Premier S
Long Expected Action Receives Approval of Press of the Entire Dominion, United Sentiment
" of Country Standing Behind the Government’s Measure of Compulsory Service

By Courier Leased Wire :

: Quebec, May 19.—The Chronicle (Conservative) says commenting on the selective conscription:

“Premier Borden has announced selective conseription for Canada.

have the support of all right minded and patriotic citizens.

has long outlived its usefulness.

“The selective draft is the only businesslike plan. The volunteer system takes men into the ranks

It effectually shields the slacker who should be there.

must organize itself from top to bottom, from the chopper and plowman to the commanders on land and sea.
the war is fought also on the farms, in the kitchens, in the banks, on the railroads, and in the factories.”

 Ottawa, May 19.—(Ottawa Journal-Press)—W hen Congress at Washington passed the compulsory

We all realized from our own experience with the

In taking this action he will
The time is critical and the voluntary system

B g w1

Now-a-days a nation

f Sir Robert Borden. The an-

v

that, on our part, we will do our
duty in this struggle to the very end,

whatever it may be.” :

Sir Robert Borden's_ announce-
ment was greeted with applause
from the Government side of the
House, joined in by a number of
members of the Opposition and also
by listeners in the publie galleries.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier

Sir Wilfrid Laurier referred as
follows in his speech following = Sir
Robert Borden, to the Premier’s an-
nouncement of conscription;—

“My right hon. friend concluded
his observations by stating that we
are certainly very far fropl the end
of the struggle. I am afraid that his
words are only too true. Events in
Russia have brought into the war a
new feature, upon which we had not
calculated. We had calculated that
the new offensive which was to be
undertaken by our armies this year
was to have brought ourselves to the
Rhine, but events in Russia have en-
abled the German government to
bring over to France perhaps nearly
a million men, if not mores Under
such circumstances, it goes without
saying that the war must last 2 long

time.
Will Stay in War to the End.
“As to the methods which Canada

life. I saw one of them who had must take with regard to the prose-

lost both legs, pretty well up to the

cution of the war, I have only this to

hips, and he was as bright, as cheer-52Y; that Canada intends to remain

ful, as brave' and as confident of
the future as any one of th: mem-
bers of this House, a splendid brave
boy. But is there not some othec
message? Is there not a call to us
from those who have passed from
the shadow, into the Light of Per-
fect Day, from those who have fal-
len in France and Belgium, wh.:
have -died that Canada may live, i3
there not a call to us that their sac-
rifice shall not be in vain?

“I have had to take these matters
into’ consideration and I have given
them my full consideration. I real-
ize the responsibility is a serious one
but I do not shrink from it.  Th:ce-
fore it is my duty to announce to the
House that early proposals wiil be
made on the part of the Government
to provide by compulsory military
enlistmént on a selective basis, such
reinforcements as may be necessary
to maintain the Canadian aimy to-
day in the field as one bf th~ finest
fighting forces in the Emipire. The
number of men required will not he
less than 50,000 and will probubly
be 100,000. These proposals have
been formulated in part, and they
will be presented to the House with
the greatest expedition that eir-

cumstances will permit. I hope that |
the |and we are determined that we shall

when they are submitted all

members of the House will receive!

them with a full sense of the great-
ness of the issue involved in this
war, with a deep realization of thne
sacrifice that we have already madse,
of the purpose for which it has been
made and with a firm determinatior

in the war to the end, until victory
has been won. As to the methods
which we are to adopt in order to
bring our men to the front, and ful-
fill to the end the duty that we are
all determined to fulfill, a good deal
of consideration is to be given be-
fore the tradifional policy followed
by this country shall be set aside. I
make at present no observation. The
Government tell us that they have a
new policy to offer us, and I have
only this to say;
Will Give Fair Consideration

“That whenever that policy is
made known to us, we shall receive
and ' consider it in the same spirit
that we have determined since the
outbreak of the war to assume to-
wards all the proposals of the Gov-
ernment, that is, to give them due
and fair consideration, reserving to
ourselves the liberty of free British
subjects to discharge our duties in
the way we consider they ought to
be discharged. I am not going to
say we should adopt this or adopt
that; that we should reject this or
reject that. The only thing I say, and
as to which I pledge the word and
judgment of those who sit beside me,
is that we have no intention other
than to remain in the war to the end,

do our duty to the best of our jUdi
ment, and in such a way as to insu

Ithat the best methods are adopted to

bring about that victory for which
we are all longing; and which  we
all hope will certainly come, whether
it comes early or late.”

Portfolios of New Ministry

Are Distributed Among
Various Classes . -

By Government and the De-
mocratic Parties in
Country

APPEAL" TO PEOPLE

| Made by Minister of War

Kerensky to Great Effect
P S
By Courier Leased Wire.

The Government and dem
parties have agreed to distribute the
portfolios of the new cabinet a8
follows: ;

Premier and minister of the In-
terior, Prince Lvoff. :

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ters
eschtenko. :

Commerce and Industry,
aloff. ;

State Controller, Godneff, Social-
ist. sl

Labor, Skobeloff.

Justice, Pereveiezeff,

Food and Supplies, Pieschehonoff,
Socialist.

War and Marine, Kerensky.

Finance, Shingaroff.

Posts and Telegraphs, Tseretelll.

Ways and Communications, Nek-
rasoff.

Education, Manuiloff.

Professor Grimm is appointed
minister for affairs concerning the
constituent assembly and Prince
Shakhovsky, secretary for the first
duma, is mlnﬂe; of public aid.

: ppeal -

Petrograd, May 19—via London
—Minister of War, Kerensky ad-
dressing the Congress of peasants
announced his determination to in-
troduce an iron discipline in fo the
army. He made an impassioned ap-
peal for support in restoring the
morale of Russia’s military forces
and his speech was greeted with en-
thusiastic applause. - A great dem-
onstration occurred after he _had
completed his address. The
gateg embraced the minister and
carried him on their shoulders to_his

automobile. M. Kerensky said in
part: ;

‘“We must before everything cone«
solidate the civic liberty the revolu-
tion gave us, and we shall not do
this if each does not do his duty
to his country with complete self-
sacriflee. L:t uls show the world
we know mot only ho troy,
but also how to c’x.'eate‘.' e §

‘‘Soldiers, sailors and officers, 1
:ali onlyou to make a last heroic ef-
ort. am your servant., H me
to show the world that tt”ho 3‘3.]..
army is not a demolished temple,
but is strong and formidable, cap-
a?l‘:'l of making itself r d and
of defending the fr
democratic Russia, ' oo Rl

“It may appear that I, a clﬂlhn.

Who was never a soldier have tnder-

taken the heavy task of
discipline in the army, but I accept
it because I understand that this
discipline is' based on your duty and
reciprocial respect. I have mever
known what this discipline it but
nevertheless propose to introduce
an iron discipline into the army and
I a“l:l[l sureg :ltal:ll suceeed,
am sho going to T

Allow me, there!ore,:‘to “tl;e‘;xto&t..
trenches that the Russian Deagants
wish to have the land which

to them ahd that no force -nm
it from them. But also allow me to
say that the peasants demand, in or-
der to achieve this object, that ev-

Konov-

of self-sacrifice.”

eryone shall do his duty in g spirit

e ;
AGREEMENT REACHED.

Petrograd, via London, May 19—

s




