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ThE ROYAL ACADEMY’S
OPENING THE SIGNAL
THAT STARTS GAYETY
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“IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THEN

(Special Dispatch.)
LONDON, May 9.
ATHER an ironical circumstance is
found in the fact that while April,
almost since its beginning, was as
bright and sunny as June, May has come
in as cold, dismal and sunless as April.
The last three weeks practically were a
drought, agriculturists and gardeners
crying for rain, but it has been ideal
weather for outdoor pleasures for society.

The ideal spring has put the spirit of
youth into everything. Rotten Row is
full of riders every morning before the
rest of London begins breakfast. These
riders are busy men, whose minutes are
more valuable than the hours of ordinary
persons.

The King is one of those busy men, and
when he is able to enjoy a ride in the Row
it is about eight in the morning. Gener-
ally he is attended by a single equerry
and. is mounted on a handsome brown
horse.

Among the very few leading politicians
patronizing the Row is Mr. Winston
Spencer Churchill, who usually appears in
one of those weird riding suits which he
affects. - Mr. F. E. Smith is as smart
as Mr. Churchill is the reverse. Mr. John
Redmond is a constant rider, wearing a
bowler hat and a blue lounge suit and
riding a big white faced chestnut.

It is remarkable how many ungainly
figures one sees in the Row, both men and
women. They look like persons hard
pressed most of their lives making money
and now are passing what is left of their
existence in taking a perpetual cure.

Mr. Cunningham-Graham is a regular
attendant. With his long tailed, flowing
maned piebald he is picturesque as well
as graceful, with a long lashed hunting
crop, brown top boots, his easy seat and
his Don Quixote countenance.

Never since King George came to the
throne has a season passed without some
untoward event. This season is practi-
cally now just beginning, for the open-
ing of the Royal Academy is to London
what the Pirst call of the cuckoo is to the
country. Once the doors of this temple
of art are thrown open, life in Piccadilly
is at high noon. It is the starting signal

for the round of festivities and functions|

which is called the London season

The - critics, by the way, are the
only persons who see the pictures in com-
fort, as on ordinary days the rooms are
much too crowded for anything but small
talk with one’s friends. As Punch once
said:—*“It is really advisable to go on
crowded days, because it is then impos-
sible to see the pictures.” Women who pre-

London Correspondent
Remark That the Best Time to Go to Burlington
House Is on Days When the Place Is Crowded.

Is Reminded of Punch’s

TO SEE THE PICTURES”

tend to go for the pictures really are
looking at other women’s hats and weav-
ing day dreams about the perfectly
gorgeous dresses they are going to wear
at Ascot.

It is apparent already that the most
talked of picture of the year -will be
J. O. Dollman’s “A Very Gallant Gentle-
man.” It is a quiet, unassuming work,
and even as a work of art is of little im-
portance, but it represents Captain Oates,
who left Captain Scott’s South Pole ex-
pedition and calmly walked to his death
in a blizzard so as not to hamper his
comrades in their efforts to reach safety.
Everybody loves a hero, and women for-
got one another's dresses to worship at
the shrine Mr. Dollman has raised for
them at Burlington House.

Barlier in the week Queen Mary took
Princess Mary and Princes George and
John to the Tower. For the first time
in their lives the trip was devoid of
formality. They mingled with the crowd
while the Queen gave to the children a
historical object lesson. Princess Mary,
who had read much of the history of the
Tower and the objects housed there,
often assisted the Queen in explaining to
the young princes the particular points
of interest in the things shown to them.
Even the Queen herse was much inter-
ested in hearing the recital of the histori-
cal events associated with the dungeons
delivered daily to ordinary persons. As
the Queen and her children left throngs
crowded round the gates and gave a
hearty cheer.

The international horse show is so popu-
lar with women year after year that a
considerable portion of the entries are
made up on behalf of the fair sex. This
year Lady Jean Douglas Hamilton, elder
daughter of the Duke of Hamilton, has
entered the class for ponies ridden by girls
not more than twelve. Ladies Estella and

OF ABYSSINIA -

LATEST PHOTOGRAPH OF LIDJ YASSU,THE FUTURE EMPEROR OF ABYSSINIA,

Dorothea Hope, aunts of Lord Linlith-
gow, have entered one of the classes for
Shetland ponies, in which they are much
interested. Miss Sylvia Brocklebank, well
known as a coaching whip, has entered
in seven harness classes. Other entries
in those classes are the Honorable Mrs.

Charles Bathurst, of Lydney Park, and A COUNTERPART of the

Baroness Burton, who has made three' en-
tries in the hunter and hack classes. Lady

ROBBERS CAVERN IN VIENNA.

(Special Dispatch.) Ipolice than the brickwork in a wall be-|ance, every man laden with his share of
The last to arriveiin the sequence of the dishes can accord

was the chief, a gypsy who was known |with Western ideas. Accordingly, soup was The Chinese students in London find. the.
11@,'sez'ved first, although the usual Chinese'cmr,ay Restaurant a great boon. Tke
as well as several of his followers, made|r‘ustom is to serve it last, the idea beingimea!s they eat show that the cooking is

came displaced and ertrance was at once | the spoils of the day.
|

VIENNA, May 9.
famous | gained to the cave.
cavern of Ali Baba has been di:;—J Here the police found not gold nor | among the band as “Charlemagne.”

|

covered in the fashionable St. Leopold | jewels, but merchandise of every descrip- |

Proud Record of frofessor

(Special Dispatch.)
LoNpDON, May 9.

EVER to have been late for a service

for thirty-five years is the proud

record of Professor J. E. Vernham,

the organist and cholrmaster of St.
Paul’s, Knightsbridge. “Not only have I
never been late,” he sald to your corre-
spondent recently, “but I.have only once
been absent through illness since the third
week in April, 1879, when I took up my
duties here. During that time I have
played, I suppose, at seven thousand ser-
vices, including more than two thousand
fashionable weddings, which I think is a
record.

‘“There have been very few fluctuations
In the popularity of the church for wed-
dings, and I cannot count the number of
ladies who have become peeresses while I
have sat at my organ. Among the wed-
dings I can remember are those of the
late Duke of Sutherland, the Duke of
Westminster, at which King Edward was
present and signed the register; the Earl
of Dalkeith, the Earl of Drogheda, Earl
Brassey and Sir James Reid, Queen Vic-
toria’s physician.

“There has been very little change in
the fashions of weddings, except that, of
course, the motor car has entirely dis-
placed the wedding carriage and pair for
driving away the bride and bridegroom.
The remarkahble thing is the monotonous

ORGANIST WHO HAS PLAYED
AT OVER 2,000 WEDDINGS

Vernham, Choirmaster of

St. Paul's Cliurch in England, Who Can Re-
member Many Notable Ceremonies.

smoothness and sameness with which wed-
dings take place. I can remember only
one in which there was any excitement.
Owing to some little social unpleasantness
caused by jealousy, some one had threat-
ened to shoot the bridegroom on his wed-
ding day, and the church was surrounded
by police, and plain clothes men wers
scattered among the congregation. Hav-
ing no ticket I myself was for a time re-
fused admittance. Nothing untoward hap-
pened at the ceremony.

‘““The most appropriate anthem I ever
played was when a certain peer was being
married. He had kept the bride waliting
for mors than-ten minutes, and the an-
them, previously chosen by her, was ‘I
Waited for the Lord.’

“The Duke of Connaught, when he is in
London, is a frequent attendant at ser-
vice on Sunday. He likes to come in
quietly, and sits in -a seat in the Lady
Chapel, behind the choir, just opposite the
organ. I can see him in the mirror.
Princess Marie Louise of Schleswig-Hol-
stein has also been a frequent member of
the congregation. I do not think we have
so many titles among our seatholders
nowadays. The country week-en@ habit
seems to have taken many away, and the
season during which they are in town at
all is shorter, but they still come here to

be married.”

Oriental Dishes,

(Special Dispatch.)
LoxpoN, May 9.
HE ring of restaurants that surrounds
Picecadilly-circus, now that Chong
Choy has established a Chinesee res-
taurant in Glasshouse street, is equal

satisfy any appetite. A special lunch-
eeon was given at this new Cathay Res-
taurant with the object of showing that
Chinese cookery can be appreciated -by
English people, and by slight alteration

CHINESE CUISINE FOR
JADED ENGLISH APPETITES

Kai Chop Suey, Chao Fu Yung Hai and Many Other
Eaten
Strikes Londoners Very Favorably.

with Chopsticks,

all sorts of sliced vegetables; lye chi is a
wonderful plum served in syrup, which
looks like a white oyster and tastes like
ginger, and lung cheng is just a cup of
tea. Chopsticks were used by the guests
as an experiment, although knives and

to catering for any known taste and to!forks were also provided.

Ching Ling Su, the well known juggler,
who was present, told your representative
that Chinese food is best suited to a jaded
stomach. ‘When you cannot think what to
order,” he said, “try Chinese food. Tt is
light, rapidiy served, and easily eaten.”

Arthur Cecil has an entry in the Shet-|quarter at Budapest within a stone's thru\\" tion, from bags of sugar and coffee to‘ a violent attack on the police, one of whom |that it washes down a meal and. at me’apprematod, They study no sequence, but

land pony classes and other women en-|of the new Palace of Justice.

trants are Mrs, F. E. Colman, of Epsom;

| articles of furniture, even including pianosw‘ was shot and seriously wounded.

Following the direction of three pick~“ Along both sides of the vault were rows| thieves were, however, hopelessly outnum-

the Honorable Mrs. William Drury Lowe,|Pockets whom they had arrested, a force|of small cells to the number of thirty-five, [bered and soon gave up the atruggle.
of Lock Park, Derby; the Honorable Mrs. |Of secret police agents came upon a vacant | each of which served as a dormitory for a| The pickpockets who had supplied the

Hoare, Miss Calmady Hamlyn, of Bride-|site,

formerly occupied by a windmill|member of the band. The brigands, it was| authorities with the information which led

a . | y < x
stowe, Devon; Miss Ella Ross and Mrs.| Which was demolished to make room for|learned, lived a gay life in their under-| to the police raid assert that the value of

Philip Hunloke, who is in ten classes.

TRIAL OF A RELIGIOUS IM-
POSTOR IN ST. PETERSBURG

(Special Dispatch.)
ST. PETERSBURG, May 9.
BEFORE the St. Petersburg District

Court of Assizes the trial of a peasant

woman, Daria Smirnova, and her two

accomplices, likewise peasants, one
Denis Shemeteff, and another Peter Smir-
notf,' ‘Daria’s son, on a charge of blas-
phemy and swindle, is now going on. The
proceedings are behind closed doors, but
the Indictment has been published in full,
and presents certain features which are
nothing short of extraordinary.

It appears that the said Daria Smir-
nova had since 1901, when she settled in a
village close to Okhta, one of St. Peters-
burg’s suburbs, been giving herself out as
God’'s mother sent down to earth by God
to reveal to sinning mankind new truth
and bring them new salvation. In spite
of the proximity to the capital, she suc-
ceeded in imposing upon a vast multi-
tude of common people, and so great be-
came the fame of the “Okhta God’s
Mother,” as she was blasphemously called,
that disciples would flock to her even from
distant provinces. At first her husband
was in alliance with her, but as she liked
the company of other men jealousy grad-
ually drove him away, and it was he who
really informed the police of her esca-
pades. When he was gone she made She-
meteff her most important lieutenant by
proclaiming him to be St. Peter, the Apos-
tle, and next to him her own son, who she
declared was none other than King Sol-
omon. *

With “St. Peter” on one hand and “King
Solomon” on the other, she would sit her-
self on cushions in the middle of a room,
surrounded by her followers, and set out
her tenets, which were a strange mixture
of common life morality, such as the god-
lines¥ of sobriety and of personal hon-
esty, with the most equivocal superstitions
remindful of the rites of Astarte. She
would hold forth against the established

‘thhodox Church, in which she saw the

ncarnation of the devil, and preach, in
spite of her own example to the contrary,
the virtue of celibacy. Many unsavory
details about her “rites” and her rela-
tions with the male members of her suite

are set cut in the act of indictment, but!

her sway over the superstitious minds of

money, clothes and even provisions—and
in this way, the act of indictment says,
she has contrived to get together from
these poor people $15,000.

DORSET AS IT IS SPOKEN

(Special Dispatch.)
LoNDON, May 9.

HE notice to the membérs of the

Society of Dorset Men in London of

the annual dinner on May 4 is issued
in the Dorset dialect by Mr. William
Watkins, the -secretary. He says:—*1
be martel pledsed to tell 'ee that our girt
yearly veast ’ull be held agein theis
year, an’ ver th’ tenth time ov axen, in
th’ King's Hall o’ the Holborn Restaurant,
on th’ vourth day o’ th merry month o’
May.” There is much more in the same
pleasing style.

BATTERIES DEPLETED.

(Special Dispatch.)
LoxNDoN, May 9.
HE mysterious disappearance of a
number of shells and cartridge cases
from the Point Batteries, Portsmouth,
is engaging the attention of the military
authorities and police.

It appears that during the last two
months the stores have been depleted by
about a dozen twelve pounder shells filled
with blank charges, as well as a number
of empty shells of the same size, and forty
empty cartridge cases.

There are no barracks attached to the
batteries, but sentries are always on
guard.

LONDON’S Oh_/l_NlBUSES.

(Special Dispatch.)
LoNpoN, May 9.
e/ HE whole population of London is
carried one hundred times a year
in motor omnibuses,’ said Mr. C. J.
Cater Scott, who presided at the sixth
annual staff dinner of the London Generall
Omnibus Company at the Hotel Cecil the

other night.
“Last year the company's omnibuses

the new law courts.

entrance was discovered giving access to|them as banqueting chamber, being found | ceeds $200,000.
the extensive cellars which had formed |littered with the débris of a feast. Empty | extended, it is declared, throughout Aus-
part of the former building.

sesame’’ to obtain admittance. The magic
formula in the present instance consisted [most of the thieves were absent,
of the password in use among the rob- |member of the band being occupied in his
one would give Daria of his or her last—|bers. own particular task.

the progress which is being made in aerial armament.
and the gunner has a very wide range of action.

|
| ground retreat, a large eized room, hidden|the plunder taken by ‘Charlemagne’s”

Behind a great heap of old bricks a secret | behind a false party wall, which served|band during the last twelve months ex-
The operations of the band

ne bottles lay about in pictulesque | tria-Hungary, and even Italy and Switzer-
land were visited from time to time at the

champs
open | abundance.
When the police arrived on the scene|Orders of the leader.
each| ‘‘Charlemagne” is said to be married to
n) d'p'orced woman belonging to an ancient
, , Toward dusk ono|hram s s w10 Dresented him on her
No sooner had it been pronounced by the | after the other of them made his appear-|dowry of more than $50,000.

As in the story, it required an

A FRENCH FIGHTING AEROPLANE

The simple yet effective gun-mounting adopted on the French military monoplane illustrates
The gun is carried on a small revolving fork,

The Channel Tunnel Discussed

(Special Dispatch.) ‘;sluiccs actuated from a f more probable that we may be called upon

LoNxpoN, May 9. | Further, the power s on should con-|to send troops to the assistance of France
ORD SYDENHAM, formerly secre- trol movement in the British half of lhe“or to discharge our obligations in regard
tary of the Committee of Imperial tunnel and should be placed so as to be;&o Belgian neutrality than that we should
Defence, in an article contributed to comimanded by the guns of one of the!be involved in a French war,

a pamphlet issued by the Channel Tumlt‘l‘om\n section of the line. Ie : | “In the second place, cross Channel
Company, Limited, declares that in the
event of
there would be no necessity for any pre-/of emergence to the mouth of a second marine, whether its efficacy is as great

“The line should be exposed to fire from|communications' are now less easily

the tunnel being constructed the sea for say half a mile from its point|guarded in war than formerly. The sub-

!caution involving its permanent destruc- tunnel giving access to the station. The as or less than is expected, will without
tion. He puts fo )

|ber of other pre
taken to satisfy the a

#d to this provi-
mds, and the late

T wever, a \Tilitarv ‘ommi
ird, however, a nume+ Military Commit doubt prove at least at the outset of war,
4 menace which could not be disregarded.

S0 much the greater would be the value

ns which “might be sion on inadeque
eld it strongly. The

Two forts, he su which

The!same time, makes for any shortage in the

’prncedin;: dishes.

The menu was printed in Chineese char-
The dishes start in the top right
Trans-

acters.
hand corner and read downward.
lated into English characters, the menu
would read as follows:—
Lung Lye Kai Chao Ko
Cheng Chi Chop Fu Min
Suey Yung
Hai Yat
This meal, therefore, started with yat
ko min, which is chicken noodle soup;
choa fu yung hal was a fried crab ome-
lette; kai chop suey rather like an Irish
stew, comprising rice, pork, chicken and

order all the dishes together, spread them
around a big bowl of rice, and eat a plece
of this and a piece of that as the fit takes
them. It is as though an Englishman
took a mouthful of Yorkshire pudding, a
bite of sardine, a spoonful of apple tart,
a cut of roast beef, a mouthful of coffee,
a piece of fried sole and then a spoonful
of tomato soup, repeating the process until
all the dishes ended simultaneously.

The luncheon, however, approximated
more to Western ideas. ' There is no rea-
son why the ordinary Englishman should
not order such a menu as that given above
and enjoy every dish besides having the
pleasure of the novelty.

DEARTH OF WOMEN WITH
GOOD FIGURES IN PARIS

(Special Dispatch.)

PAR1s, May 9.
HERE is a dearth of mannequins in
Paris. The fact is that the queens of
beauty who parade so magnificently in
the show rooms of the great costumers are
as much in demand for wives as chorus

girls are among the peerage in England.

One by one the most attractive manne-
quins succumb to wealthy suftors, and
live happily ever afterward. Mme. Paquin
deplores the scarcity of mannequins.

‘It is true,” she said, ‘“‘a mannequin’s
life is such that it shows a girl off—she
does not miss her chances of getting set-
tled in life.”

Doucet is less alarmed. “There are oc-
casional crises,” said the manager, “but
that is because mannequins must comply
with fastidious conditions of beauty—
figure, height and shoulders. Many, how-
ever, work to become saleswomen, and
in their spare moments can be seen study-
ing English grammar.”

M. Béchoff David declared that the

dearth of mannequins meinly arises out
of a physical difficulty.
“Take any 6500 women in the Rue de la
Paix,”” he said, “Most of them would
satisfy military service conditions, but
few of them could become mannequins.
The crisis has mothing to do with the
marriage question, and the fact is that
good figures are becoming scarcer.”

It must be added that low wages are
also a cause of the dearth of mannequins.
The dressmakers admit that the work is
exhausting, yet the wages are only about
£8 a month.

WITCHES IN SARDINIA.

(Special Dispatch.)
RoME, May 9.

supposed imminent end of the world;
more often still the money was extorted
in return for indicating the spots where
fabulous sums of hidden treasure were
to be found. i

One old lady, Rosa Aru, called "The
Saint,” has more than a hundred cases
against her, and the credulity of the peo-
ple with regard to her passes all belief.
During the trial "Rosa Aru, seeing the
crucifix which is usually to be found in
the court house, flung herself before it
and began praying af the top of her voice
and at great length. She took no notice
of the reproofs of the judge and refused
to be silent, saying that it was of the ut-
most importance for her to inform of the
facts of the case St. Thomas and St. Au-
gustine, who were her best advocates and
helpers. Whenever the judge asks any in-
convenient questions she replies, “That I
am not allowed to inform you,” but the
evidence against her appears to be  so
overwhelming* that her condemnation
seems certain.

BURGLARS IN A BOX. .

{Special Dispatch.) %l
St. PETERSBURG, May 9.
OME days ago & girl named . Yakovieva
Semered the service of M. Roboff, a
wealthy merchant at Lbovo, on the
Moscow-Windau-Rybinsk railway,
Soon after Yakoyleva had brought to the
house a large trunk containing, so she said,
her belongings. No sooner was it taken
into the kitchen than a dog of M. Roboff's
made a rush at it, barking and growling.
The animal was driven off several times,
but persisted in returning.
M. Roboff was informed of its strange
behavior, and, his suspicions being: ex-
cited, he ordered Yakovleva to open the
trunk. When she refused he had the box
opened by some male servants, and two
youths armed with revolvers were found
crouching inside.

HE bellef in witches which still exists
in out of the way parts of Italy is
illustrated by a case now going on in

3 N |
Sardinia, in which six old women have

They obviously intended to commit bur-
glary and attempted to use their revolvers,
but were immediately overpowered and ar-
rested with Yakovieva,
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