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PLANT A HILL. OF POTATOES.

Dr. James in thec ‘of his admirable address at
Ahe “Patrietism and Productipn” meeting in this city
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Ambitious CTity.

But mext summer the nutﬁtioﬂs and wuseful spuds
will Juxuriate in the rich soil and afferd to every citizen|
and every visitor ocular evidence that the city of Ham-
ilton is out to do its part to feed the hungry millions of
\-mmm Burope.

The first hill of potatoes will be p‘hm‘bed by the
mayor, and thea "each alderman 'm follow sunit and
have a hill especially his own. The aldermen may not
311 be Irish, but they are probable Irish emough to un-
derstand that the nation that has plenty of murphies in
the basement storey is a long distance away. from star-
wation, and in good shape for carrying on campaigns.

AR of which leads up to the remark that lying im
around, and about Belleville there'is a grand aseort-
ment of backyards, vacant lots and uncuitivated gar-
dens that are now devoted principally to the production
of burdecks. The burdock is said to havef some useful
properties as a spring tomic, but what the Empire willt

" meed this coming summer is not tonics but food. ‘el
Now.' then, Mr. Busy-Beileville. Man, try to-let this)dollars must 8

fact soak into that wooden head of yours-—All this' Pa-
triotism and Production guff that the government guys
are giving us is not exclusively addressed tp the poor be-
nighted farmer. It applies In large sections of it to
YOou.

There is enough excellent soil inside and immedi-
ately outside the corporation of the City of Belleville,
mot now devoted to any productive purpose, to grow all
the garden vegetables and potatoes that the inhabitants
of this little burg could eonsume for twelve months to
come.

Professor Macoun told us how vegetables to the
‘walue of twenty-five dofldre counld be produced in a little
‘backyard only thirty-three feet square—enough of all
the standard varieties to suppl¥ the Heeds f an ordinary
family the year round, with a considerable surplus to
give to the neighbors or the Children’s Shelter.

Have you ever worked in a garden and helped to
grow a crop of bumper vegetables? If you have not
done 8o yon have missed one of the greatest pleasures
of life.

¥f you are too old or too lazy to indulge in pleas-
ures of that kind any more, why not give the boy a
chance? One of the proudest achievements of our boy-
hood days was when we carried home to the farm back
in Huntingdon a package of red tickets from the Bay of
Quints fair that we had won as prizes on the big horti-
eultural products that 'we grew in the farm garden. That
was the year of the British and Colonial exhibition and
the government representative selected some of the
vegetables from our exhibit at Belleville to send to the
greater exhibition over the sea at London. Talk about
pleasure ! There is no pleasure like that which comes
1o the boy or the man who is satisfied that he has done
really good work.

The boy who misses this first-hand acquainu\nce
with nature—with the plants and the flowers and the
birds and the trees—has missed the best part of his edu-
cation. :

And that is why we say god speed to such apostles
of the school garden as Inspector Clarke and Mr. A. D.
McIntosh. We have all been taught too much of books
aad too little of nature.

Up at ‘Guelph they are taking hardened criminals
and are transformirig them into men and useful citizens
by the wholesome environment.of God’s great out-of-
doors and the growing of grain and vegetables and the
rearing of animals on the Prison Farm.

The unsightly weed-stricken backyard can be made
A money-maker, a medicine, and an educator. And at

the same time you can throw out your chest with pa-

triotic atus, and say you have done something towards
supplying food for the Empire and helping Britam to
wwin this war.

It has been well said that he is a benefactor to
mankind who makes two blades of grass grow where
only one grew before. But how muech more worthy of
commendation is he who causes a smiling patch of gpo-
tatoes, a rustling plantation of Stowell’s Everg!p
corn, a big bed of fragrant onions, or a showy group
of rosy tomatoes to spring up in all their luxuriant beau-
1y where there were only noxious weeds or piles of
brush and rubbish before?

This is a splendid movement conceived in the spir-
it of enterprise, patriotism and progress, and if carried
out with enthusiasm will make Belleville the most
cleanly, charming and prosperous city in the great Do-
minion.

Buy a few packages of seeds of the kinds that
have no frills on them, and a hoe, and a garden rake.
Get busy and nature will do the rest.

In the meantime the city council would do well to
put up a few prizes along the lines suggested by Prof.
Macoun. Virtue is her own reward. But more people will
practise the virtues if there is a little cash in sight.

The old slogan was, ‘“Watch Belleville Grow.” Let
the amended slogan be, “Watch Belleville Grow Vege-
tables.”
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PASS THE BREAD PLRASK!

Every time a pessimist wails that the world is go-
ing to ruin because a great natural resource is becom-
ing exhausted, someone nobody evere heard of, Pops up
with an improvementon Nature.

You never heard of Tuneichi Fujiyama of Tokyo,
did you? The other day the Dominion Government
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- On the other ‘hand the clearing of the passage to
the Black Sea wm set free all the immense food sup-
pllas of Russia to the profit of the producers of that
oountry and for the nllet from !ugh prices of the peoples
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® he added to cover augmented charges.

‘We have net the data at hand to enable us to dis-
cuss intelligently the propriety of the increase put ou
in Peterborough, but it does seem that the time had
arrived to call a halt in the ever growing evidenves of
extravagance at. funerais.

After a while some one will arise with courage en-
ough to attack the entirely useless custom of sending[
flowers to funerals. Florists may object to this as an
attempt to curtail the income from a very proﬂtahle‘
branch of their business. But instead of showering our
floral gifts upon the unseeing and unfeeling bodies of
our departed friends, why not send them some flowers
while they are living? In the sick-room Bowers have a
very real value, bringing their fragrant and beautiful
expression of cheer and hope as well as of comfort  and
sympathy. Let the use of: flowers be extended rather
than decreased, but let us bestow our gifts where they
can fulfil their proper mission of producing happiness.

Some time ago we attended a funeral where a
young wife had been suddenly bereaved of her husband,
and left with the care of several small cildren, and
only very limited means of support. There was a lavish
display of cestly exotic flowers, but they carried no mes-
sage to the wearied laborer who had gone to his rest,
while they told of further privation for the little family,
a considerable part of whose slender funds had gone to
carry out the dictates of a foolish fashion. i

It has always appeared to us that when death
comes, and the hearts of the mourners are heavy with
grief, jt is a most inopportune time for unseemiy osten-
tation of any kind. The subdued, the reserved, the in-
conspicuous, would seem to come nearer to the true
expression of sadmess and sorrow. But where the useless
gifts to the dead, and the inordinate show mean priva-
tion and want and lack of opportunity for the living,
especially for dependent and helpless children, .the
wrong inflicted by these customs of unnecessary extrav-
agance become a source of positive injury and cruelty.

If the increased cost of funerals at Peterborough
serves to call attention to the impropriety and folly of
some present-day practices, the increase will not have
been in vain.

BOT'!‘LED UP.

As an ex"éhange expresses it—from being a German
submarine blockade, it has really become a blockade of
German submarines. Germany’s under-the-water cam-
paign promises to be quite as great a fizzle as themuch-
heralded Zeppelin invasion.

“They that take the sword shall perish with tlfe
sword.” They that practice ‘“‘frightfulnsss” shall experi-
ence frightfulness. Germany is now beginning to realize
the full significance of these maxims, ancient and wnod-
ern. She took the sword at the very inception of her
national existence. She has kept it bathed in the blood
of her neighbors ever sincce. The sword is about to per-
ish, and she with it. The mills of the gcds often seem to
grind slowly, but their grists are sure. The German
grist is-on the eve of delivery.

The longer it has drunk blood, the more thirsiy has

German submarines. And there is good
800D even the submarines will cease
_considering.
thus finds herself, after less than seven
war, enclosed and hermetically sealed in a
vacuum jar with powerful air-pumping attach-
mm in position. It remains only to exhaust the vital

air and watch.$he hopeless.xictim’s contortions. Verily,| .

they that resort to “frightfulness,” shall perish fright-
fully.

Why does Klpling desire more music in the Eur-

| opean war? Surely the Tommies are facing enough of

it now.
h - L

In ordering the closing of the pool rooms at eleven
o’clock p.m. the City Council is right in line with public
sentiment. .
here will'be a general feeling of satisfaction that
tslo“f ¥ hut_s'}u'ep the ;:avy is aceounting for the German
submarines: " 4 ) : . :

The fellow .who is'most gratefu] for advice when

it isn’'t needed uspally gets maddest when anyone tries
to give him the advice he needs most.
" = w

Whiole no person desires to deal with the Germans
otherwise than according to the accepted rules of civi-
lized warfare, if it can be proven that the German sub-
marine U-8 wilfully sank any merchant vessel without
first taking off the crew, it might be well to consider if
Lord Charles Bereaford’s suggestion that the crew of a

submarine so offending should be hanged, should not be
adopted.

" " o w

The distinguished English physiologist who in a re-
cent discussion betore thé Royal Sanitary Institute in-
sisted that the short man is a more efficient fighting ma-
chine only emphasized what has been the growing con-
viction of scientific.observers in late years. The small
man presents less of a target to the foe, eats less, has
usually a higher vitality and better resistance to in-
fections, all of which are eminently desirable qualities
in the soldier.

'
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Whether the Russians win or lose in isolated en-
counters they are powerfully aiding the cause of Lthe
Allies by the length of the frontier which the Germahs
and the Austrians have to defend. But from the
Baltic to Bukowina it is over 1,200 miles, and the whole
of this great stretch -must be carefully guarded, if mnot
actually occupied”in force. To do that would require at

‘least 6,000,000 troops on either side, and not even Rus-

sia, with its huge population, can keep 8,000,000 men
constantly in the trenches. Thus there are gaps and
points of congentration, and more room is left for stra-
tegy of the normal sort than in the western field where
neither field can be flanked. Yet so long as the Russians
can avoid absolute disaster it matters relatively little if
they suffer repeated defeats. The great point is the ex-
tent to which they compel their opponents to strain
their resources, and it does not appear that the recent
victories of the Germans in Poland and of the Austrians
in Bukowina are likely to release any considerable
troops for use against the Allies in the west.

the German sword become, and the more intoxicated
have its wielders grown upon the gruesome beverage
with which it has supplied them. They lost :heir heads |
entirely after 1870. Since then they have been reelinrg
among the nations in a drunken frenzy, threatening all
in their path. Even the most sober among them have
been ‘preaching ‘‘frightfulness” as a deliberate doec-
trine. Small wonder that their maddened disciples have
put is into actual and fearful practice. But in the adapt-
ed language of a cong of the Crimean War: “Their hour
has come, though their lips are not dumb; and they’ll
never drink blood again.” They have brought the ine-
vitable upon themselves, and there will be few to pity
them.

There is an old saying that whom the gods would
deltroy they first make raid. A modern version of this
might be that they who are ripe for humiliation are al-
lowed to fill themselves with the heady wine of self-con-
ceit and must suffer the inevitable consequences. Ger-

many’s intoxication has been so manifest for many|:

years'past that no one need wonder at its present out-
come. Every error and stupidity that her diplomacy
could accomplish was committed before the war began.
Bince the outbreak of hostilities, her leaders have gone
from bad to worse. The initial madness was the attack
on neutral Belgium. It was intensified at each succeeding
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A plan for saving and utilizing from 75 to 80 per
cent. of the power now going to waste over Niagara
Falls without diminishing the scenic beauty of the falls
has been worked out in detail and is being promoted.
Two of the most important features of the falls, in a
scenic way, are the deflection of light through the water
as it curves over the crest, and the rising spray from the
impact of the water at the base of the cliff and both of
these features are to be preserved. This is accomplish-
ed by an ingenious arangement of penstocks by which a
portion of the water is caught as it falls from the crest,
is led through the turbines, and is then discharged into
the falling sheet of water at the foot of’ihe cliff, care be-
ing taken not to divert enough of the water through the
penstocks to impair the beauty of the falling sheet. 'The
plan involves the building of a permanent concrete erest
for the falls, to prevent future erosien, as well a§ the
construction of a tunnel across the river back of the
face of the cliff. To divert the water from mocessive
sections so that this work can be done, dams are to be
made by bnildin; €ribs in theriver above the falls, and
then floating them down to a point near the crest and
sinking them.'” After the work ‘is completed, these dams
are to be removed by blasting, or by unloading the cribs
and floating them to a new site.

knives and hlack bread with onme &nbﬁl@l“ ‘The’ prospect !
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Never to ycn hu mnéu O my brother,’
Such' opportunity to prove your worth;
To wrelﬁp gloriotsly in: the atena,
- Undaunted, in the ¢ eyes of all the earth.

Your bright young life, with all its splendid promise,

Will yon to King and country consecrate?
Great.spirits joy: in. ucriﬂce and servide;
: wF‘ep evm rmhm warrior sloﬁes wait.’

1 ym(ﬁk mw, ,‘le"l':

_Then every nerve and. stnew. strain to’ wfn
No play of arms, nospaltry passing quarrel,

I8 this, the struggle we are entering in.
Never Kds earth, since ‘nations went to battle,

" Beheld so fearful and so flerce a strifé.

‘On land, in air, above, beneath the waters,

We wrestle valiantly tor more than life.
Never the sun sets o'n the British Empire,

Our glorious Empire, every patriot’s pride,
For whose security and peace and honor

Heroes of old Have nobly fought and died.
No British Empire wil] there be, 'my brothers,

It once they win, our very name who hate.
“Better,” I hear a myriad voices murmur,

“To die than see¢’our land a German State!”

Think of your toils, your homes your loves, my bro-

thers.

Yolir mothers, sisters, wives and children sweet!

Remember, then, Louvain' Her bitter sorrows

Shall they, your foes, in this your land repeat?
The fires of strong unconquerable passion

.In eyes of marching ‘millions Kiiigle -keen:
And voices thrill in’ answering chorus,*‘Never!

We’ll meet them, beat them, show them what we

mean!”

What are the mighty principles, my brothers,
That built our Empire, kept her what she is,
For which she gave the life-blood of her bravest
On many shores, in other days than this?
Are they not deathless truth and stainless honor,
And blessed peace, an@d- bretherhood, and love,
The star of heavénly hope that out of darkness
Leadeth the goul of man'to llght above?

Not gainst brother. but the domination
"5 Of¥those Hard Principles’ 167 which he stands, »
Crushing the wéak, we carry forth our ‘bannérs
Beyond the seas, in far, beleaguered lands.

“Blest are the peace-makers!” our Captain teacheth

“Blest are the war-makers!"” our foemen cry.
And “Right is might,”’ the winds of freedom whisper.

‘Nay, might is right,” their thundering guns

reply.

And shall we doubt the issue—we, enlisted

In this cruisade for love and liberty,
Against the Odin-god of battle thunders?

We conquer through the Christ of Galli'lee‘
The bugle song is ringing, O my brothers!

List how its far-flung echoes wake and thnll'
Enlist! Enlist! And nearer bring the paean

That some glad day shall peal from hill to hill.

it i e S

KIPLING'S WAR POEM.

Rudyard Kipling has contributed the following

x;oem to The Londen Times:—

For all we have and are
For all our children’s fate,
Stam; up and meet the war—
The Hun is at the gate.

Our world has passed away

In wanton overthrow;
There’s nothing left ‘to-day

But steel and fire and woe.

Though all we know depart,

The old commandments stand:
In courage’ keep your heart !

In streéngth lift up your hand !

Once more we hear the word
That sickened earth of old:
No law excépt the sword,

Unsheathed and uncontrolled.

- '
Once more it knits mankind,
Once more the nations go
To meet and break and bind
A crazed and driven foe.

Comfort, content, delight,
The age’s .slow- -bought gain,
They shriveled in a night—
Only ourselves remain.

To face.the naked days
In silent fortitude
Through: perils and dismays,
Renewed and re-rénewed.

Though all we made depart,
The‘old commandments stand:
In patience keep your heart !
In strength lltt up. your Hand !’

No easy hopes or lies

Shall brinig us td the goal—-
But iron sacrifice

Of body, will and soul.

There’s but one task for all;
For each one life to give;
Who stands if freedom fall ?
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