County Court

:‘}‘1" right or proper. Therefore, I hope
¢ Government will see the propriety

of making this change,

HoN. MR, READ—I am very glad to
tef’\l' the hon. leader of the Government in
s House say that he is not going to in-
SISt upon the 1oth clause, because there
are localities with which I am acquainted
?thre the interests of justice demand a
Junior judge. The county in which I re-
side is hearly 100 miles long and the judge
would hg.ve to travel from where he lives
hfty or sixty miles, to hold courts. There
IS no railway, and the roads are very bad,
and it would take him a long time, and
. }:f would be prevented from discharging
€ duties entailed upon him. That is
One instance. Then in the counties of
Lennox and Addington the judge would
ave to travel over a large district. Inthe
County of Renfrew there are forty town-
ships,"yet the population is only 40,000.
ere would be a great inconvenience
ere.  For these reasons I am very glad
t hear that the Hon. Minister of Justice
0¢s not insist at the present time on the
Ioth clause, because I think in many cases

It would be necessary to have junior
Judges.

HoN, Mr. KAULBACH—Might not
Some of the provisions of this bill apply to
Judges of other courts as well as to the
Judges of county courts —1I mean as

fegards removal for incapacity from
ge or ill-health?

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—I am
:_Tluch obliged to my hon. friend opposite
Or the kind spirit in which he received the
Sl There is great force in the sugges-
tl°n.w‘hich he makes as to the objections
to 8iving power to hold this enquiry, to
Other persons than the judges named.
Sefore the bill comes up for consideration
In committee, I will discuss that point
With my colleagues, and will perhaps be
able to meet my hon. friend either wholly
O to some extent, in the direction in
Which he finds a difficulty. The case
;’hlch is mentioned by the hon. Senator
‘om Belleville (Mr. Read), was before
mMe, and the judge did tell me that he was
Unable to discharge the duty,—although

€ population of his. county was not
Breater than that mentioned in the bill—
In consequence of the distances which he
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would have to travel. The county of
Hastings is very long and not very broad,
and the railway does not extend far
through it, so that it makes it difficult to
conduct the business of the courts there
with only one judge. Still, I am strongly of
opinion that if the judges gave the whole
of their time to their duties, and displayed
the ordinary vigor which men should do in
the prime of life—as most of them are—
that a great deal more could be done than
is accomplished now ; but it is necessary
to go gently. The hon. Senator for Lun-
enburg asks, why not extend the provi-
sions of this Bill to other courts? The
reason is that they hold office during
good behaviour and can only be removed
by the action of both Houses of Parlia-
ment. They can be pensioned after
serving fifteen years if they are unable to -
discharge their duties from illness or in-
ability. I think most of these provisions
are substantially to be found in the ex-
isting laws with reference to other courts;
but that also I will examine into and see
if there is any thing omitted in that
respect.
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Hon. Mr. POWER—I regret that I
cannot agree with the leader of the Op-
position in congratulating the Government
for having struck out the two last clauses
of the bill. It seems to me that the
tenth section contained a very proper
provision. " I think that the multiplication
of county court judges is not desirable.
Under the provisions contained in the
earlier sections of the bill, any judge who
is incapacitated from old age or illness to
discharge his duties, will be removed, and
then the necessity of appointing junior
judges will not arise. There is a good
deal of force in the remark of the hon.
Senator from Belleville (Mr. Read), with
reference to those counties which are
very extensive; but I think, as a rule,
where a small population is spread over
a large county the amount of litigation is
very trifling, the great bulk of litigation
being, as a rule, in the towns and cities.
I think it will be found that the amount
of business in a large district sparsely
settled is very small, and that a man of
fair energy and vigor having charge of
those districts, will be quite able to over-
take all the work to be done there. I
think further, that if it is found, that the
work done by a judge, in other capaci-



