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tial to the well-being and safety of the soul, that
without them, we *cannct enter into the kingdom of
God.”

ADDITION TO THE RE-PRINT.

« Can yoa prove frompScripture, that separation
from the true Church ot Christ, is sinful and odious
in the sight of God 7 ' .

In proof that it is, are quoted, Rom. : xvi, 17—1
Cor. j : 10.—1Cor. xi—19—2 Tim. iv : 3—"Tiws iii :
10, 11—=Jude v : 11. .

Separation from * the true Church.” is doubtless
«esinful and odious in the sight of God.” but then
we must be careful to understand what is méant by
v ghe truc Church.” The approvers of this Cate-
chism will doubtless, say, the phrase means  the
Church of England.”” After all we have written we
should esteem it a work of superorogation to expose
this erroneous interpretation. It is neither * sintul”
nor *‘odious in the sight of God’’ for us or others to
belong 1o a true Church, not in union with the Esta-
blished Church.’

Jude v : 11, one of the above mentioned pi.ofs,
reads thus ;—* Woe unto them ! for they have zrne
in the way of Cain, and ran greodily after the error
of Balaam for reward, and perished in the grinsay-

~of Core.”

On this verse the following question is proposed
aud answered—

“ Wherein did *“the gainsaying of Core’ cousist,
in which St. Jude says that some Christians of his
time perished ?

“1n attending the ministrations of those who had
no lawful appointment froin God, for perforining the
priest’s office. Nuwb. xvi, read the whole chapter.”

It this be not a strelching ol episcopal authorily we
are free to confess we know not what would consti-
tute such a circumstanee. ‘T'he term *“ perished,” we
suppose is used by this Adder, in the sense usually
uniderstood by Christians, as being synonymous with
punishment in the eternal world, styled by our Lord
** the damnation of hell.” If not wa shall be happy
to have our mistake corrected, on the condition that
unother meaning consistent with the connection in
which it stands be assigned. As here used it certain-
ly is employed to derignate a punishment adequate
to a very heinous offence, that of separation fromn
‘“the true Church of Christ,”” which taken in its just
and proper sepse, excludes fromn salvation—a crime
which is by this same writer described as * sinful
and odious in the sight of God.” For this crime—
for separation from *‘ the true Church of Christ™—-
no pumshinent short of the ‘ vengeance of eternal
fire” can be inflicted. Here then by this Christian

- Author, damnation is dealt out against all who at-

tend the * ministrations of those who have no law-
ful appointment of God for performing the priest’s
office ;’ thatis, according to the doctrine of this
tract, the ministrations of persons not episcopally
ordained—and this (iberal sentiinent is attempted to
be palmed upon St. Jude !!! O where is charity ?
Where is brotherly kindness > Where is the religion
which these persons profess to teach > Really did
we belong to a Church, the Ministers of which pre-
sumed to give utterance to such awful speeches, on
such grounds, we should feel it our duty to withdraw
from its pale and attend the ** ministrations’’ of those
whose spirit and conduct are more. in accordance
with the requisitions of the Gospel of Christ.

Whpt seems to us strange in this account is, that,
** Christians” thus’ “ perished” in the days of Jude
for attending the ministrations of unqualified en !
We have been at a loss to aszertain what kind of
Christians these were who were so punished : —the
only hypothesis we can adopt is, that they were such
as the Indians in Georgiti once described-—devil-

christians. It godly christians, can, as such,
well may be asked, “ who then can be saved 2 Now

vperish,”

b

St. Jude-himself describes the characters in question
thus : * For there are certain men crept n una-
wares, who were of old described, with regard to
this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace
of God into lasciviousness, and denving our only
Master and Lord Jesus Christ. (4v. Wesley’s
Translation.) Are not these rather queer charse-
teristics of Christianity ? ‘I'hat such persons should
perish we can readily believ'e, and t.hm, too, whether
they attended the ministrations ot those who had
been eyiscopally ordained, or those who, accordin
to the writer, ¢ had no lawful appointment of God
for performing the priest’s officc.” Amoong other
sins, they were guilty of *“ despising authority” and
« railing at dignities :” Understand this, if it be
pleasing, of the ministers of Christ. How careful

then ought persons to be that they * despise” not

and “rail” oot sgainst, those Ministers called of
Ge! to the: work of saving souls, who belong not to
Establizshed Churches. Such conduct, even in a
dignitarv of an Established Church, we fear, is some-
what “ginful and odious in the sight of God.” |t
is one thing to rise up and rebel wickedly against
the known servants of God, which was the sin with
Korah and his company, and on account of which they
« perished,” —and another toattend upon the * minig-
trations” of pious iinisters of non-episcopal and
non-established churches, whose labours are cwned of
God in the awakening and conversion of souls and
building up God’s people on their holy faith. Spirit
of St. Puul! Whither hast thou fled? bou
couldst rejoice that Christ wus preached, though out
of contention ! But these thy professing successots
are denouncing ¢ wrath and indigznation’ and ven-
aeance against members of the real successors, be-
cause they have not had the bands of bishops on their
heads '—and minister not in Churches cstablished by
law ! Meek and blessed Jesus ! when will they that
bear thy name, imitate thy catholic example ? *‘ And
Jobn answered him, saying, Master, we saw one
casting out devils in thy name, and Le followeth not

But Jesus said Forbid him not : for there is no man
which shall do a miracle in iy name, that can lightly
epeak evil of me. For he that is not against us, is
onour part. (Mark ix : 33—40.) ‘¢ A spirit of bigo-
try has little countenance from these passages. There
are somme who are so outrageously wedded to their
own creed and religious system, that they would
rather let sinners perish, than suffer those who differ
from them tv become the instruments of their salve-
tion. Even the good that is done they either deny
or suspect, because the person does not follow

This also is vanity and an evil disease.” (Dr. A.
Clarke in loc.) The Doctor adds,—*‘ There is 8
parallel case to thismentioned in Numb. xi : 26—29,
which, for the eludidation of this passage, I will
transcribe. Theepirit rested upon Eldad and Medad,
and they prophesied in the camp. And there rans
young man, and told Moses, and said, Eldad sod
Medad do prophesy in the camp. And Joshua—the
servant of Moses—said, My Lord Moses, forbid
them. And Moses said unto him, Enorest Tuou for
My sake ? Would God, that all the Lord’s people
were prophets, and that the Lord would put bis
Spirit upon them. The reader will easily observe,
that Joshua and John were of the same bigolﬂl
spirit; and that Jesus and Moses acted from the
spirit of candour and benevelence.” And oh! how
many Josnua's and Jouxs are there in the Christian
world at the present day ! How few act up to the
advice of the Venerable and Catholic Wesley, who
in_his Notes on the passage in Mark, observes—
“ Neither directly nor indirectly discourage or hinder
any man, who brings sinners from the power ©
Satan to God, because he followcth not us in opig-

ions. modes of worship, or any thing else, whic
does not affect the essence of religion.” Had the

us; and we forbade hiin, because he followeth not #s. .
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