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dead Premier to speak of him before ma,<v applied to Sir John Thompson he deemed prolitable to the soul can be 
Archbishop O'Brien preached elo I the Lord and before His annointed u! .a'ly or aU of Jh0Pa.rts unmistakable manner

quently an impressive sermon. thev would bo obliged to answer: ^hich he so honorably fulfilled. In troin what was tound on him aftei
“And I have walked before you I - fhou hast not wronged us. nor doubtedly some will answer no either

from mv youth unto this day. Here I oppressed us, nor taken aught at any through a fear of being thought want 
am. Witness against me before the man’s hands.” Official integrity can ng 1,1 !udlclal ?cum0n °r Perhaps 
Lord and before His annointed whose have no higher credentials Than this, from » miscoeception of the constitu- 
ox have I taken ? Or whose ass have nor need it desire a more infallible onta of great°0SS' Wbat elo.r?0nta g0 
I taken ! Or whom have I defrauded? vindication. It is a matter for legiti- comPos0 that special manifestation 
Whom have I oppressed ? Or of whose maie congratulation that in the public ol a facu!ty or fa=ultl0s 'yhleh. we 0al1 
hand have I taken a ransom to blind life of this Dominion wo can point to a =reat' Many 800,11 t0 !lnag,no t,hat 
mine eyes therewith ? And I will career which has summed up and em freatn099 cannot exist in every-day 
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carried forth, the exultant words, £ ê, F.r?m tbe mod0st P08 tl0n ol sure their immortality in the literature 
eairieu imu, tun cAuitant «uium a humble citizen he rose rapidly from As an envov of Canwhich contain a promise and an assur- „„„ . ot our country, as an envoy oi van

one height to another ol public un- ad whether at Washington or Bans
portance, until finally he reached the nr London he impressed all with whom
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satisfactory to the public and gave a varjpd and continuous success, both at 
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to their responsibilities But mere c]aiminff for him iu lnany things at 
outward success is no criterion no |east ,h(, app(ll|.ltion 0f great, 
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latter must be gauged rather by the 
manner of attainment than by the 
attainment itself.
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The remains of the late Premier of 
the Dominion arrived in Halifax on 
board the Blenheim on the first day 
of the new year. From all parts of 
the Dominion distinguished persons 
gathered to do honor to all that was 
mortal of him who had been Canada's 
greatest son. The preparations made 
for the funeral and the floral offerings 
and other tokens of love for the deceased 
statesman surpassed in a marked de­
gree anything of a similar nature 
which had ever taken place in Can­
ada. The great dailies of the country 
contained in each issue for some days 
past lengthy accounts of the ceremon­
ies attending the preparations for the 
funeral, as well as minute descriptions 
of St. Mary’s Cathedral and its elabor­
ate mourning preparations for the 
Mass of Requiem.

“ For

MIS LOVKO ONES.

If England mourned and all Canada, 
wept at tho sudden falling of his 
might, there are those whose agony,
not only then, but now, is too sacred 
to be unveiled. The faithful wife and 
loving children and sorrowing rela­
tives must bear not only their full 
share of the public bereavement, but 
also a bitter personal sorrow, the 
tent of which cannot be known 
by themselves alone.

sympathy and every mark of 
tender and delicate

DECORATIONS.
Many of the public buildings were 

draped in mourning. The Legislative 
Council Chamber, where the body was 
placed previous to its removal to the 
Cathedral, was very handsomely and 
appropriately decorated. Black cash- 
mere draped the walls : purple and 
silver ornamented the windows. The 
effect of the black and purple was 
very striking.

The Post Oftiee and Custom House, 
the Intercolonial Railway Station, St. 
Mary's Glebe House, St. Mathews 
Church, the Academy of Music and 
various other buildings were draped 
in black. No pains were spared to 
render every mark of respect to the 
deceased.

e ex-
savci 

If words of
si nee rest

respect could 
obliterate such sorrow from the mind 
they would be even now fully com-
forted. From far and near such
words and such tokens have 
Her gracious Majesty, with
womanly feeling and solicitude, for 
which all Canadians love and admire 
her the more, if that ho possible, has 
testilied in a most striking manner her 
sympathy, her admiration and her 
love. By her special command all the 
observances prescribed by his religion 
were carried out, and almost royal 
honors paid to his remains. Such 
marks of universal esteem, ns well as 
words of friendly condolence, may 
help to assuage, if they
not heal, the wounds of the 
heart. More than this, his griev­
ing family will find consolation in 
reilocting on his well-spent life and 
simple Christian conversation. He 
has left to them an inheritance more

come.
true

ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL.
ARCHBISHOP OBRIEN

For some days a great number of 
workmen and designers were busily 
employed in making the cathedral a 
worthy expression of national sorrow. 
And we must say that success full and 
complete has rewarded their painstak­
ing efforts. Tho decorations were on 
an elaborate scale. Many of the 
correspondents of the various news­
papers declared that they had never 
seen so much artistic beauty and taste 
displayed in the ornamentation of a 
building.

Everything was in perfect harmony, 
and what is especially commendable, 
the architecture of the church was no 
wise marred by the decorations.

The exterior was draped and the 
beautiful granite facade presented a 
most striking contrast to the sombre 
hangings of black. The interior w'as 
a picture. Covered with black cash 

fluted in some parts of the

death. Amongst other things was a 
small picture of his Saviour, a crucifix 
and a set of rosary beads.

Be it borne in mind that he could 
not have foreseen his death at Windsor 
Castle, consequently even his most bit 
ter adversary cannot accuse him of 
posing for the occasion. Such tokens 
of pious practices, of the utility of 
which we shall not here treat, but in 
which he fully believed, were ever on 
his person. He had gone to Windsor 
Castle at the command of his earthly 
sovereign. Whilst bending his knee 
to her and swearing fidelity to her 
throne, with a heart filled with the 
spirit of true loyalty, he wore pressed 
to that same heart the image of his 
heavenly King, both as a reminder of 
the homage which he owed Him and 
as a consecration of tho service of his 
soul to the. eternal King. He was to 
dine with his Queen and then remain 
for the night in her historic,Windsor 
Castle. He would offer to her every 
sign of respectful allegiance and 
ready service ; but when he should 
have retired from her presence he was 
prepared to salute the Queen of 
Heaven, and to commend himself to 
her care by devoutly reciting tho 
beads in her honor. Have we not 
here a striking example of the fill 
filment of the command, “ Fear God 
and honor the King ?” The thought- 
loss may smile at such trifles being 
found on a great public man. We 
maintain that without them he would 
have been shorn of half his greatness.

precious than grid, a spotless reputa­
tion, an untarnished name and the 
memory of noble qualities nobly em­
ployed.
from their sight, their hearts shall not 
be bereft of hope, for the God whom 
he loved and served will whisper in 
their souls: “Thy husband, thy father, 
thy brother, shall arise.” ln this sure 
hope, we commit to the earth his 
mortal remains, and as we pray for 
the speedy entrance of his soul into 
the eternal joys of heaven, let us not 
forget to pray for his family, that 
they may he comforted and sustained, 
and for our country, that it may be 
the fruitful mother of many such sons 
as the late Uight lion. Sir John Thomp­
son.

Though soon to be, borne

4).

mere,
church and hanging iu others in 
graceful festoons, it presented a spec 
tacle that charmed the eye and satis- 
lied the views of the most fastidious. 
The organ gallery came from the 
hands of the designers a very model 
of funereal draping. The front of 
the rails was covered with black cash- 
mere and across it rose in silver letter­
ing the device, “ Requiescat in Pace.'' 
Purple trimming adorned the frame­
work of the organ. The effect as we 
stood at the main entrance of the 
church was touching in its suggestive­
ness of sorrow. It seemed indeed as 
if grief in all its dreary habiliments 
had taken up its abode within the 
precincts of the cathedral. But far 
away in the dim distance we could see 
the words on the archway over the 
main altar : “I am the Resunection 
and the Life,” and we knew that be 
yond the spheres we should see the man 
who was ever buoyed up by the hope 
of immortality and for whom we 
mourned.

We could see the pulpit, with its 
black draping and rail of gold, the 
Archbishop’s throne, with its covering 
of purple and black and gold. In­
candescent lamps flashed on pillar and 
wall, on cross and emblem, bathing all 
in waves of light.

The funeral took place on the 3rd of 
January. The remains of Sir John 
were removed from the Legislative 
Council chamber at G o’clock by Un­
dertaker Snow, Son & Co., and taken 
in a covered coffin sleigh to St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, where it was met by Rev. 
Dr. Murphy and Father Moriarity. 
Rev. Dr. Murphy superintended the 
placing of the casket on the cata­
falque, which is placed just at the foot 
of the grand altar of the cathedral. 
Lady Thompson’s family and the chief 
mourners arrived at the cathedral at 
9:30 and were admitted through the 
side chapel. The party included Lady 
Thompson, her two sons and two 
daughters ; Mr. John Pugh, Lady 
Thompson’s uncle, and his daughter ; 
Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Chisholm, sister of 
Lady Thompson ; Sister Lena of the 
Sisters of Charity, also sister of Lady 
Thompson : I). Pottinger, Superin­
tendent of the Intercolonial, cousin of 
deceased, Sir John's mother being a 
sister to D. Pottinger’s father ; Fred. 
Carter and wife, relatives of Lady 
Thompson. The mourners occupied 
the first pews in the centre aisles to the 
left of the altar. In the head pews on 
the right were Lord and Lady Aber­
deen, Governor and Lady Daly, Gov 
ernor and Lady Dewdney, Governor 
Kirkpatrick from Ontario, and their 
staffs ; Sir Frank Smith, Sir C. H. 
Tup per and Hon. Ministers of the 
Cabinet, Messrs. Foster, Daly, Ives, 
Curran, Costigan, Ouimet, Dickey and 
Ferguson and Controllers Wood and

Bishop Langevin.
tho ocean an echo of the empire’s wail 
has reached our shores. From far and 
near have come unmistakable evi-

A despatch from Rome says the Pope 
has appointed 
Langevin of 
of St.

the Rev. Father 
the Congregation 

to the
donees of regret. No outward mark his intellect. As Mary Immaculate,

of St. Boniface, Mani-Bishopric
toba, in succession to the late Arch­
bishop Tache, who died during the 
past summer. He is the son of Phillippe 
Langevin, notary, and was born at 
St. Isidore, I,aprairie county, nearly 
thirty-nine years ago. Father Lange­
vin studied at the Montreal College, 
where he passed with high honors. 
He was a classmate of Father The r rien 
of Mount St. Louis, and a 
friendship sprung 
them in their 
which has continued up to the pre­
sent. After completing his studies he 
remained a: the Montreal College for 
two years, afterwards studying theo­
logy at the Grand Seminary. He next 
entered the novitiate of the Oblate 
Fathers at Lachine, where he made 
his vows. After a trip to Franco he 
returned to Montreal, and performed 
the duties of the priesthood at St. 
Peter’s church, Montreal, when he was 
transferred to Ottawa as Superior of the 
Seminary. He was then sent to Mani­
toba as Superior of the missions in the 
North-West, in which capacity he has 
visited all parts of the country, and 
made friends wherever ho went, both 

Catholics ami Protestants.

moment. As a

LIKE WORK.
This exceptionally brilliant and 

highly-honored career, measured by 
years, is a disappointment ; judged by 
the work performed it may be said to 
embrace a lengthened span ; for, 
according to the words of wisdom, 
“ Venerable old age is not that of long 
time, nor counted by the number of 
years, but the understanding of a man 
is gray hairs, and a spotless life is old 
age. ” (Wisdom, iv., 9-1.)

In this true sense, then, although 
taken away in his prime, Sir John 
Thompson filled up by his good deeds 
and a spotless life more than the 
allotted three score and ten. Some

warm 
up between 

student days,

ance of victory over the grave, are 
intoned.

“Iam the resurrection, and the life. 
He that believe th in me although he 
be dead, shall live, and every one that 
liveth and bolieveth in me shall not 
die for ever. ” (John, xi., 25 27.)

Our sorrow, then, is not as that of 
those who mourn without hope. For 
we know that our friends, though dead 
to the world, live before God and, al 
though their bodies may be left to 
moulder in tho tomb, we ever hear the 
consoling words of our Saviour, spoken 
near the little town of Bethany : 
“Thy brother shall rise again. ” 

a nation’s sorrow.

will say, as some have said, that had 
he not entered on the arena of Domin­
ion politics he might have lived yet for 
many years. True, and the soldiers 
who lost their lives in defending their 
country might have lived to extreme 
old age had they remained in the quiet 
retirement of their homes, and buried 
their courage and their patriotism in i among
some obscure potato patch. But we do : Father Langevin is a doctor of theo- 
not live for ourselves alone. Many logy, is of a most charitable disposi- 
have duties towards society, and those tion, and a fine speaker, 
to whom the Creator has been lavish of 
His gifts have responsibilities for their 
right use corresponding to their meas­
ure. Sir John knew and recognized

SPIRITKAL STRENGTH.
But there is another and a higher 

of the life of the late Premier The Poison of the Press.aspect
honors well won. which on this occasion is deserving of

IIow, then, did the late Premier rise serious consideration. Splendid as 
Though there be hope in our sorrow, I to the lofty eminence in which he was were his intellectual gifts and endow-

the sorrow itself is profound and uni- I stricken by the hand of death ? It ments of mind, of themselves they 
versai. For an individual loss the was not by the aid of the outward would never have enabled him to win 
regret is sincere, though it be confined accidents of wealth or of birth. Much and to retain the esteem and admira- 
within a narrow circle. When a less was it by an unworthy pandering tion of so many. It was the spiritual 
nation mourns we may be sure that to the passions and prejudices of the element of his nature which developed 
the loss is a national one. Few indeed people, or by the employment of cunn and expanded his intellectual attain-
will deny that by the death of the I ing arts and devices by which a cor ments, gave consistency to his actions,
Right Hon. Sir John Thompson our I rupt public man sometimes threads strength and vigor to his reasoning, 
great mother, Canada, has suffered an I his way successfully to ambitioned and won the confidence of those with
almost irremediable loss. The reason distinction. None of these lent him whom he had to deal. Material as is ' sense . . , . withof this is because of the qualities that I any aid in his upward course. A our age, and set though the hearts ot deprive Canadian pu ic i c o e ag _ : calculated to stir
were based and rooted in the charac- I faithful observance of the law of labor the multitudes may be on the good noble and uplifting iu uenco «Vn worst nations in the soul Such
ter of the man as he appeared to the I imposed by the Creator of the human things of life, still men can admire and his example o avo a 1 luor-itum should not be tolerated tor 
eyes of his fellow - citizens in race, and from which no one without appreciate a line of action which is hide his ig a moment in anv Catholic household
the discharge of the duties of disturbance of nature’s order can moulded by a standard more noble than bushel, and thus to »<. . ho ,, he thrown into the five’
his high public station. In exempt himself, together with in- any to which they dream of aspiring, from the young men of the future an hw ^ ^rth newananers
him, as in Samuel of old, the people tellectual gifts of a high order strength- The word* of the book of wisdom, example and an inspiration of honesty l^r0 8J1°
recognized integrity of life and the ened and made perfect by a deep re- “ Love justice you that are judges ot and patriotism, even though he m,^ht and theselalont should bo allowidinto
conscientious fulfillment of onerous Migious spirit, enabled him to hew a of the earth, think of the Lord in good- have adorned for many years to coi }•

The rage for sensations and suggest 
this, and, though personally averse to ive illustrations in the daily press in 
the turmoil of public life, he sacrificed bad for the newspapers and the public, 
his feelings at the call of duty. Who There is an incredible amount of wlck- 
of his friends could wish it to have been edneas in certain newspapers and

! periodicals of the present day. Many 
Who of them would purchase for of the journals which are scattered 

him a few uneventful years of lilo at broadcast over the country seem to 
the cost of his achievements during have for their sole object to pervert 

It is needless to the minds and the hearts of men, and

otherwise ?

the past nine years ? 
say, I am speaking in no partisan they are daily filled with misrepresen- 

wheu I ask who would wish to talions, and calumnies and falsehoods

\

(Mholir IUjcwÎl
11 ChrUtUnoi *lhl noeen eit, Catholicni vero Cognomen.”—(Christian is my Name, bat Catholic my Surname.)—St. Pacian, 4th Century.
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