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*“ 8o I say to you, there
the angels of God vpon
pOnance (Luke xv, 1U.)

shall be oy before
one sinper dolng

Man's weakness is well known to
God ; and it is recognized by Him in
His great mercy. He made us and
knowe better than any one elge how
far we are from perfection, how
untrained are our passions, and how
terrible is the fight we are forced to
make against the enemies of our
galvation. It is not His fault that
this is 8o, nor is it altogether our
own ; but we must take much of the
responsibility, if we neglect to enter
the struggle for betterment. God
does not wish us to go into this fight
unarmed and as weaklings, such as
we are by nature, but He supplies
us with weapons and strengthens
us. This ie all done by His divine
grace, and by its power, when we
do our utmost, victory will be
certain.

We should always bear in mind,
however, that man, especially in hig
youth when he is without experience
and when the battle is hardest to
wage, is liable to forget God’s aid
or not to place the proper reliance
upon it. This is especially true of
those whose religious training has
been neglected. It is useless to tell
the young that they must fight,
unless we also tell them how to arm

themselves and where to obtain
assistance. Merely to keep away
from harm is not enough, for

besides the enemies about us in the
world, there is also one within us.
The system proposed to treacherous
youth outside of the Catholic Church
is simply a negative one. The
results achieved amount to nothing,
in the majority of instances, because
the young are not supplied with the
proper weapons with which to with-
sumd the enemy. {

So it happens that much of the
wickedness on the part of many is |
not 8o wilful as it may first appear. |
Nature untrained, unconquered, led |
them to excesses and the formation |
of a habit; and then, as a habit
becomes so strong in nature, they
find it too difficult to rid themselves
of it. We do not say that these
poor sinners are to be excused, for
conecience tells them of their wrong-
doing—at least after they are well
aware of the danger in which they
stand—but we should have patience
with them. We should exert every
effort to bring them back to God, |
and have them fortified with His
all-powerful aid. In some cases |
they may seem to be degenerates,
or beyond a possibility of being
brought to a duty they never before
performed. However, there is
always hope. They may be even as
a Paul or an Augustine in their
sinful life, but, like them, they can
become children of God after a
sincere conversion.

There can be no one who is not
deserving of consideration in regard
to his spiritual life. The world we
live in, after all, was created in
order to save sinful man. This
earth is not now as it was when our
first parents were yet in their inno-
cence. God placed man in another
sphere, as it were, as we are today,
but solely in order that he might be
saved. Christ came among us and |
suffered and died for sinncrs—lhvl
greatest as well as the smallest. |
God gives to sinful man as many
material blessings as He gives to|
saints. He allows him tp live on|
even though man is continually
defying Him. Why does He do all
this? To give man an opportunity
of saving himself. Only when hope
is lost, is man made to answer to
God, with no further chance to save
himself. God’s mercy is in truth
above the clouds, and with it He |
yearns to save the sinner.

The attitude of very many people
toward sinners, is vastly different
from the attitude of God toward
His erring children. Many are slow
to show mercy, and unwilling to
forgive if another hasinjured them.
How little do they rejoice when one
who has deserted the paths of
wickedness, returns to righteous-
ness. Often his sincerity is doubted
and his conduct regarded with
suspicion. It is a truth no one can
well deny that we always expect
God to act mercifully with us, yet
we often act quite differently with
our neighbor. How easily do we
forget that such is not the spirit of
Christ! Hissacred body often rests
upon our tongues, when His spirit
is not mirrored inour souls. Above
all the qualities of Christ His mercy
and love for the sinner was most
conspicuous. His words seem to
have been sweetest and His thoughts
kindest—if we may compare His
qualities — when He dealt with
sinners.

Through God’s mercy alone can
any of us be saved ? We know He
will not deny mercy to us if we

struggle perseveringly for justice. |

Desperation would ever stare us in
the face, could we not raise our

ful countenance of our Heavenly
Father. Why should we assume an
attitude different from that of the
consider the

Almighty, when we

pins and faults of our neighbors 7|

Perhaps they are not—in truth they
cannot be—worthy of praise, but |
they always deserve consideration
and mercy. They were weak. Per-
haps they fell in soul, and would
have fallen in body had it been |
weakened. They are not to be|
encouraged by being excused, but a
gentle warning should be given
them, and a helping hand offered to

|
|
eyes upward and behold the merci- |
|
|

|
| assist them to the confines of God’s
| territory. Greater love than this
| no one can show for his neighbor.

i Beesuse the world and former
| friends have manifested no interest
;m a prodigal’s return and have
‘nhn\\n no mercy to him, many a
| sinner in despair has plunged him-
|sulf into eternity. When adverse
winds are about to shipwreck our
neighbor, then above all we must

despair, whom you could not have
helped a little way on his )nurney
towards God’s forgiveness 7 Kind-
ness and compassion lead to liberty ;

the whip drives to
bondage. Beauty of mind, heart,
and body always will attract,

whereas uncompromising and exact-
ing severity will repel.
sinner yearns for the good, the pure,
and the noble. If you can help him
toward them, do not refuse to aid
him. Your generosity and sacrifice
will be rewarded.

Real merey, true compassion, and
love for the sinner are shown most
perfectly in this world by the Cath-

olic Church in the tribunal of
‘ penance. Day after day the gentle
voice of the Saviour, re-echoed

not cast the sinner away,
even takes him to her breast, and

of her encouraging, forgiving heart.
“Come and be forgiven,” is her
ery ; not ** Go and be lost.”” Is our
attitude as individuals in any wise
similar

? If not, where is our
mercy 7 Show it in future, that
God every day, but especially on

| judgment day, may show it to you.
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THE LAY RETREAT MOVEMEN1

If so,
signify ?

Is there such a thing?
why so? What does it

Let us take up these queries in
succession. To the first question
we answer yes, and the thing is of

offer him pafety., His sins may
have brought him to the
brink of perdition; let us bring | a
him to the solid earth of|
hope. Have you ever met one in |

gin plunged to the lowest depths of }

prison and | and curtains down.

The necessary consequence, there-
fore, was the building of the first
house of retreats for this special
purpose at Vannes in Brittany, in
the year 1628. Such houses are
now spread over the whole earth,
in Europe, North and South
America, Asia, Australia, and even
in distant Madagascar. Yes, there
are houses of retreat; but there
should be and will be many more.
Why are there houses of retreat ?
Almost unwittingly we have given
pretty fair answer to this second
question, while satisfying all legit-
imate and praiseworthy curiosity
with regard to the first. It is com-
mon enough to see a place of busi-
ne2gs where people streamed in and
[ out from morning till night now
standing silent with locked doors
No prospective

| customers enter, and no parcels are

The poor | tory.

| and appraised.

but she |
| check the
allows him to hear the loving beats |

|
|
|

| long untouched.

brought out.
tells the story :

A conspicuous sign

Closeed for Inven-
The dependents and clerks,
the managers and the proprietors
are behind those darkened display
windows, but they are far from
idle. The stock is being examined
Some is out of
style, some shows signs of too much
careless handling or of having been
All such are
doomed to the ‘‘bargain counter.”
Some stock has just become season-
able, and for some, fickle fashion is

through His priests. re 'aches the ear | just beginning to (-lamur. These
of the poor sinner, * Go in peace | will be displayed as “‘novelties,”’ or
and sin no more ; thy sins are for- | “‘all the vogue.

given thee.” The erring foot is| The staff of the store are not
placed on the right path, the|simply amusing themselves. All
poisoned tongue cured, and the | are engaged in examining, sorting,
stained soul purified. Not only | and valuing on the prosaic basis of
does our kind mother, the Church, | dollars and cents. What gain has

the business produced ? How to
loss? How to sell the
profits ? These are vital questions
to a business man.

As we write, we take a glance at
the shelf-clock. A fortnight ago,
its tick, tock, was going on in all
ite dull monotonous sameness, but
the hands began to lag behind at
the rate of ten minutes a day. The

| clock was of little use for marking

| the exact passing of time, but it
was too good to be tossed aside into
the rubbish heap. A trip to the

very respectable antiquity as well. |

Thirty-five hundred years ago, while
eading the Israelites out of Egypt-
ian bondage, Moses, their divinely
appointed guide and lawgiver, made
a retreat on Mount Sinai. At the
conclusion of that memorable
event, the countenance of the re-
treatant shone before
ant people with a radiance which
was symbolical of the spiritual re-
freshment and vigor that his soul
had gained during those days of
golitude and prayer. Such was the
happy result of the first retreat
recorded in Seripture. Thanks to
it, Moses was strengthened in his
enormously difficult work of leading
a stuh\mm, stiff-necked, and
gensual people away from the doom
of slavery and the contamination of
a most degrading form of idolatry.
Since then, similar prodigies have
resulted times beyond number from
the due use of similar means.

The Church was born in surround-

the expect- | V%! - .

| neighbor is my conscience.
| be stifled ;
| In this it resembles

| while

| something vital.

1npz~ as antagonistic to her holy
migsion as was the public and
private life of the Egyptians to the
spiritual progress of the Jews
whom they had enslaved. Little
wonder, then, that from the cradle |
days of Christianity myriads of
chosen mouls sought by retiring
from the haunts of men that blessed
golitude in which they could

devote themselves uninterruptedly
and heroically to the service of God
and their personal sanctification.
The Carmelites are the gpiritual de-
scendants of solitaries; and the
official title of the Augustinians,
which is Hermits of St. Augustine,
harks back to the same venerable
origin. St. Benedict observed the
retreat in a sublime manner. Was
he a priest? The wisest Benedic-
tine will hesitate before answering
the question. Certain it is that we
know of no distinctively priestly
act ever performed by him.

But here we are concerned with
housesof retreatintended for tempor-
ary occupancy by the laity. This
narrows down our question, it is
true, but, far from lessening its im-
portance, it enhances it ; for eccles-
iastics and religious are governed
by special provisions of the canon
law and of their various dioceses
and institutes. We speak of and
for retreats for the laity whose
life is led in a world of rush and
struggle. We speak of retreats
for women as well as for men ; if
we name but the latter it is for the
sake of brevity, since both observe
the same general procedure.

We should like to know some-
thing about the first man of the
| world who laid agide worldly cares
| for a short period in order to con-

centrate his ntt«ntmn on his spirit-
ual affairs. Alas! his name has
not come down to us ; but we know

that from the earliest days of the
Church laymen were wont to betake
l(h smselves to religious houses and
| there spend some days in prayer
and penitential exercises. Such
houses, however, did not always
have accommodations for so worthy
‘u purpose, especially when the
practice had become more widely
knownand moregenerally esteemed.

watchmaker and lo ! it has regained
its former good estate.

Happy indeed is he who can lay
agide his daily cares for a short
time and go to the hills or to the
valleys, to the lakes or to
the rivers, or to the vast,
gloomy North woods, where
his wearied body and ragged nerves
may rest and recover under the
gentle, restorative processes which
Dame Nature provides for the
tired spirit. He returns with fresh
energy and zest to his bench or to
his office and is eager to join once
more in the battle of life.

Let us make the application of
our parables, The dignity of
human nature depends on reason.
Conscience is but reason discoursing
on what is morally good or morally
bad. Neither my fancy nor my
It may
be cultivated.

a liking for
oratory, or an ear for music, or a
taste for drawing. The light of
faith comes to our assistance. A
life in accord with reason, or even
in accord with faith, is very hard to
live, for we are a prey to the senses.
In time of great bodily pain or
severe temporal trials, it is doubly
hard, though highly meritorious ;
in time of youth, robust
health and affluence, we venture to
aver that it is trebly hard and cor-
respondingly meritorious, for in
this case the tendency is to patron-

it may

ize faith as something good and de- |

but not to cleave to it as to
“Without faith it

girable,

is impossible to please God” by a
life that heaps up a heavenly
treasure. But this saving faith
must not be a mere half-blurred
vision of distant hills through the
haze of autumn; it must be a
living actuality, instinet with a

directing and heartening influence
over our daily lives.

Not simply our actions and words,
especially when we are off our
guard, but even our thoughts and
reveries or day-dreams give highly
significant indications of our spirit-
ual condition. For example, even
when not actively engaged in their
customary dutieg, the instructor in
Battenberg and the football coach
live in different thought-worlds.

One passion, if it escapes the
control of conscience, suffices to
ensare, enslave, and Kkill the soul.

The light of faith, always bright in
itself, cannot pierce the murky
mist that sin raises between the
soul and duty ; the mind becomes
gelf-blinded and the heart grows
hard in evil. Mechanical prayers
and perfunctory confessions expose
and dispose the soul to this very
grave spiritual catastrophe. And,

be it said in passing, just here we
have a clear and sufficient reason
for certain defections for which
there was no satisfactory outward
explanation, no symptom in the
known history of the spiritual
suicide.

A life of faith, strong energizing
faith, ‘“‘living and effectual, more
piercing than any two-edged
sword,”’ is the only life for a Catho-
liec. The house of retreat teaches
him how to live it, helps him to live
it. Thus do we answer, somewhat
diffusely it it is true, the second of
the questions with which we sget
out on this ramble,

How do these houses of retreat
function ? Manifestly, in a manner
in keeping with what we have just
set down ; namely, in & manner to
lead and enlighten the Cathplic of
the world in living a life of faith.
Now, in detail: In many parts of

CONTINUED ON PAGE SEVEN

IMPOSSIBLE 10
GET RELIEF

Untii She Started To Take
“Fruit-a-tives”
The Medicine Made From Fruit |

R.R. No. 1, Everett, Ont,
“I had been trouble l] for ye na\\llh
Dyspepsia, Liverand Kidney Trouble
unul(unl 1not get relief unhl I startec
taking “‘Fruit-a-tives”. Thanks to |
their beneficial ac tion, I ‘un in normal
health again’,
Mrs. THOMAS EVANS
“Fruitwa-tives’ alone can give such
happy and successful results bee: LuSe
“Fruit-a-tives” is the famous medie
cinemade from fruit juices and tonies.
“Fruit-a-tives”” is pleasant to take |
and will always restore the health
when taken regularly as directed. |
B0c. a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size 25¢. ‘
|

At dealers’ or from lxullll.l,lV(
Limited, Ottawa, Ont,
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The paper that's good to write upon”
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It is better to be nobly remem-
bered than nobly born.—Ruskin.
We
way when G
liberal to us

a niggardly
Himself so
Ignatius Loyola.

act in
show
-St.

must not

JUNE 1924

28,

Scranton
Coal

Eventually — Why Not Now ?

Patterson Coal & Coke Co.

Phone 2207

(J. F. NOLAN )
William St. and C. N, Ry.

LONDON, ONT.

Build Dollar by Dollar

ON'T neglect to open a savings account

because you may have no large amount

of money to deposit. The Dominion Bank
will accept deposits of $1.00 and upwards.

Open an account now and add small amounts
regularly. You will be surprised to see how
rapidly your savings will grow,

22

Hotel
New Southern

Michigan Blvd. at 13th St.
CHICAGO

A Hotel that is more than
a Hotel —A Home

ABSOLUTELY FIREPROOF
300 Light, Large, Airy Rooms

One block from Ill.
Cent., Mich. Cent.
and “Big 4” R.R.
Station. Walking dis-
tance from theatre and
shopping district.
Excellent Cuisine,

EUROPEAN PLAN

$2.00 and $2.5
bath.
$3.00 and up with private bath.

0 without private

s Write or wire for Reservations

W. H. DELANEY, MGR..

DOMINION BANK
ESTABLISHED 1871
HEAD OFFICE,

TORONTO.

Toronto Brick Company

‘ HEAD OFFICE : LIMITED

\ 60 VICTORIA ST., TORONTO

Telephone Main 3067

PLANTS — SWANSEA, YORK,
| GREENWOOD AVE,,

MILTON,
TORONTO

COBOCONK

Manufacturers of

The Famous John Price Stock Brick and
Pressed and Rough Textured Bricks
In all Colors for Every Purpose

Samples forwarded on request

Jor Salads
and Deep Frying

TRADE MARK REG.U.S.PAT. OFF.

$3.29 per bottle at dealers or delivered.

W. F. YOUNG lsc. 199 Lymans Bldg., Mentreal, Can,

Apsorpio

I Absorbine, Jr.. are made ln Canada.

SERLT

Tﬁe(‘mwm

q] \.(7'\1!’ I{f)\)[
your home !
individuality and protect your home against
the ravages of Time and Fire.

q .

Smng:lu

ISBESTOSLATE

0 Gl

should be the crowning glory of
[t should express your own

Asbestos

- Rigid

will transform the appearance of

your house and will give you that inner sense

of security

which comes with the knowledge

that you are protected for all time—not only
against fire and wind,

from all repair bills.
) only cost,

rain and snow, but

Your first cost is your

for an ASBESTOSLATED Roof

never requires painting nor repairing.

“The Roof that Lasts

Ask for our booklet,

Forever”.

You'll find it most interesting.
Use LINABESTOS

-the fireproof wall

board—for interiors. Samples of both
and descriptive matter on request.
TRADE MARK
SB[SI'@S / r[ Sole Canadian Manufacturers
ASESTON
ASBESTOS ASBESTOS MANUFACTURING CO.
SHINGLES LIMITED
= 18 VICTORIA SQUARE . . MONTREAL

SORBINE |

Reduces Strained, Puffy Ankles, |

'
Lymphangitis, Poll Evil, Fistuls s “)
Boils, Swellings; Stops Lameness

and allays pain. Heals Sores, Cuts, |

Bruises, Boot Chafes. It is a|

SAFE ANTISEPTIC AND GERMICIDE |

Does not blister or remove the
hairand horse can be worked. Pleasant to use.
$2.50a bottle, delivered.
for special instructions and Book 5 R free.
ABSORBINE, JR., antseptic liniment for mankind, res
@uces Straine, Painful, Knbne(‘ Swollen Veins
trated=—only & few drops required atan application, $ricy

Describe your case

Concens

| Mazola is pure refined vege-

| table oil, equal to the best /
| olive oil for making Mayon-
| naise and French Dressing
ol and it is preferred to other
fats for and

cooking

}

MAZOLA

‘Sor Salads— "Frving ana Shortening

Wonderful Egyptian Remedy

‘‘ Samaria Prescription
for drunkenness, which
science has proved is a disease and not a habit and must be treated as such.
Prohibition legislation does not help the unfortunates.

given in Tea, Coffee, or any liquid food.

‘‘Samaria’’ may be
Send stamp for trial treatment,

|
|
i
|
i SAMARIA REMEDY CO.
|
[
b=
\
|

DEPT. 21 142 MUTUAL STREET, TORONTO, ONT.
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d
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Ink
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absolutely fixed in colour and
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ed upon be

free of sediment.

The last punl\fi in the bottle

is just as clear and x"lu\\'.\jml as

fru'])’ as the first.

Treat your Waterman’s Ideal

it the kind of ink

right—-(;i\ e
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intended for

FOR HOSPITALS,
CLUBS

and Confectioners’ Supplies.

Kitchen Equipment

INSTITUTIONS,
and RESTAURANTS

ICE CREAM MACHINERY, BAKERS

HOTELS

Laundry Stoves and Dryers

Send for lllustrated Catalogue No. 4

Geo. Sparrow & Co.

119 CHURCH S8T.
TORONTO

HAlways Buy it in the lellow Carton

L. E. Waterman Company, Limited
179 St. James Street, Montreal
New York Bo Cuicaco
San Francisco 1 Paris




