The Recognized Exponent of Dairying in Canada
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lding, HERE were many reasons why it became neces- should pay the price. No matter how expensive and We might here mention that we do not consider
pace is T sary for the farmers to develop their co-opera- wastetul the methods of handling were, their idea tie bitter opposition evinced by certain business In-
s still tive trading operations. Broadly speaking, the was that this expense cuuld legitimately be added to terests to the trading operations of our farmers’
to the main reason was that the cost of their supplies, in  the sale price to the rarmer. As long as the farmer organizations is in the Interests of the country,
s will comparison with what they received for their pro- would Pay, no organized attempt was made by the neither does it result in any benefit to these inter
, 1918 ducts, was 50 great that the business of farming was  business interests to consider ways and means of ests. Asa matter of fact, these Yorts to freeze out
r wool nct grofitable under normal conditions. Before the Improving the methods of merchandizing, and so de- the farmers* organizations are combines in restraint
8 may -rmiuélon of the farmers’ companies the farmer creasing the cost of handling. of trade. This and the boycotting, in some instances,
Ware- was in the unique and unenviable position of having 0 . of those dealing with us will not stand publicitys
wrative to pay whatever price he was asked for what he pur. n.?,;f'i,',"::,:'mr:m:'."w‘"',::"::}'h:"e‘,;un;;d:;': The boycotting of farmers’ trading organizations by
3imcos chased, and to sell his products at whatever price  are studying these economic questions. We are very Uertain manufacturers and wholesalers oy refusing
rill be he was offered by the dealers. pleased to note this, and feel satisfied that these tn- 0 sell them goods, if continued, will only result in
t mar Going more into detail, and speaking from the yestigations by the by or the farmers manufacturing these goods themsslyes
point of view of the farmer on the land, I Would  they are conducted with a view to the benefit of the lather let us examine various .methods of trading,
t., for submit ga I;)lloﬂnxu some of the conditions which country at large and not an individual section, will :md find out which method or methods are in the
odge forced the farmers into cooperative trading result in great good. est Interests of the country as a whole. In the
 three (1) The multiplicity of local stores in the small ; . final analysis it will be a case of the survival of the
ill be towns, the situation being that on the average there .J“Eoﬁ':f.ﬁ‘ff Ila:: 5.':"525»?'7,."3&‘.’:'.'.‘ &r":.nnp"r:r:g system which proves the most eficient and econ-
This and vilages o himes Ae many slores in the tOWRS  sulted in the Tor gt business of retail store. °MicAl
:IB L:m B :::ryvluuu s the tributary country was able to k“p:n,' twml:ls this lsmmsmn;:ﬂ: !mmhn personal Nolhinu(l;‘u ju;nf:nd the (nrm;;rx" methods of trad-
vl * standpoint, it ir something which is the unavoid-- ing more than the lessons taught by the war. We
liately (2) A large cumber of the country merchants were able fesuli of correcting a false system. We have see where in Great Britain the Government itself
y this men who had gone into the business with no previ- no wish to injure anyone, but as always national in- has found it necessary to purchase the raw materia;
eoely ous experience, and who had not the slightest con- terest must be the first consideration. If we admit for practically all factories in order to eliminate the
total ception of conducting their stores and that is the basic industry of the country, excessive cost, waste and duplication of individual
afte eficlently, witi the result that for the storekeepers then we have to admit that it is in the national inter- buying by manufacturers. We have the Government
8 Pro in the country towns to make a profit on their com- est that any legitimate methods of trading that will supervising the manufacture and checking the price,
ations paratively small turnover, they were forced to result in making the agricultural profession more allowing a reasonable profit on the manufacture of
ooper charge prices which were altogether out of line. attractive are in the interests of the country. The the goods; in fact, co-ordinating the manufacture
ot as (3) Even wheu the merchant would find himself Statement that the farmers trading organizations will and distribution of supplies of all kinds for the Allied
A without competition and a volume of business from force all retail storekeepers out of business, and that armies right frem the purchase of raw material to
the tributary country which was sufficiently large to there will be no retail stores in the country towns the delivery of the finished produet to the armies in
enable the goods to be sold on a fair margin of profit, 8nd villages, is not warranted. There will Always be the fleld. Millions of dollars have been saved to the
still in many instances he would not be satisfied with &n absolute need for country storekeepers, provided consumer and the nation in this way by eliminating
& re this, but would take advantage of the lack of compe- they are prepared to do b on & ) the of the competitive system. When
) past tition to charge prices which were absolutely un- Dbasls, and that two or more do not try to make a the war started, it was believed that by appealing
hees reasonable and unjust. living for themselves and their families where there to the patriotism of the individual, unreasonable
With (4) The pernicious systsm, which In the pist ex. '8 only room for one. profits would be done away with. This did not prove
kinds isted in practically every eountry town, whereby the One of the main arguments used by the whole. (0 be the case, as {llustrated in both Great Britain
nt to man who was willing to pay cash was compelled to %alers and retailers Against the mail order houses, and Canada since the war started, It individuals
hecse pay the same price for goods as the man who was that of keeping money at home, is an argument in Ccannot resist the temptation of 1aaking undue profits
s was buying on credit. in & large number of i the Support of our system. How better can this be fol. In War time, is it reasonable to expect that they will
lowed out than by the farmer handling commodities 10t make all the profits possible, regardless of
e Iataomer buying on credit not even having to pay o Whether they are fair or not, in times of peace? The
Mored interest, the loss in bad debts owing to the looge required on his farm, and owning any profits that y » D !
- a 1 reorganization of trade and commerce, which is tak-
white, methods of giving credit resulting in still further in. MAY accrue ing place in the allied countries since th tarted
crease in price to the cash purchaser, This method ey evetafond rtie oot fhe wars e,
were reculted In far more credit being asked for (hec I8 a triumph for the cooperative trading system. We
would have been the case had u‘.‘ liness of the must admit that the reorganization has taken place
1 the et been made plain by & difference oy The Wh of this Articl in order to secure greater efficiency and economy in
ased i !M.“ eredit prices y e the feeding, clothing and equipping of the Allled
: ‘\: ® n"‘? A 3 . & N Wednesday and Thursday cf last lnnlle-. lnl:' lh;l emm;my is good in time of war, why
9 cred further necessitated not in time of ce
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result that the wholesaler a; had to increase his 0 As to the exact form which the future trading activ-
other Mr"c 10 take care of bad debts and the extra riok three from Ontario, members of the Cana. ities“will take, this is something which no one can,
n(“ u): incurred, this no doubt. resulting in some wholesals ; =‘|Il C:'I::l.l mol’lﬂﬂ'ﬁ"\ met representa- foretell, but we believe the wholesalers and retailers,
e again having o ask the manufacturer for credir _— . ”In:"' "“"‘? °!':""‘: and other business interests, will all agree with us
A i instan: the i nada conference. rap that the farmers' trading organizations are here to
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to suel bus was no 3 o
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doubt in Viduil or firm whose business is conducted efMciently
made 1wty o R Ty, i terests to view the situation with apprehen- and £oods sold on & legitimate trading basis, nd we
of the goods' do we find an increase in price s & slon. At thelr request this matter was do not believe that any right-thinking man will object
sland Tt of unsatisfactory business methods, which fn ||  'SeM up for special d to the sllmination of parties who have only been able
g crease was handed down until the burden fnally Setiols o0 this page ves the opening to stay in busizes &, Teason of exorbitant
) ol rested upon the . statement case that rather than e efficiency with whicl y
. and Out of this system the ent b In advance by Mr. Rice-Jones, of Ca of publie fa
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think the hard times. agree been business men e o Jooperative trading by
bad :fn"mu; in my the condition lb?ﬁ:“lunly W the conference by Mr. H. H. |l the farmers' organizations is merely public owner
The the result of & system of commercial gott, of \'Ilwn'prc. on behaif of the busi- ship to the handling of their own require-
o &8 The are not in the banking lo_ Interests. “:Nlﬂl '::l:"l space this ments by the fsrmers themselyes,
o ness, and 0L have to carry the farmers when S bR T AR
v, i e ereioceur. Oredit is a national necessity formed the basis of the discussion. A ro.
in the de of & new , but with a port of Ita outcome will be published Corn growers in southwestern Ontario,~who find
proper and handling of locnl stores, and a next As this is becomi themselves this year without a supply of seed corn,
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e niderable percentage of the credit woms oot have ! Sriiontarle our Eastern farm- enough seed corn every year for the next two years'
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