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eth about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Fet. v.
8). If he does not succeed 1n beguiling us, he tries
to frighten us. Samson was now confronted by
the young lion, coming up against him fro.n the
country of the Philistines, and here his nazarite-
ship was manifested in its full power, which is that
of the Spirit of God. ** And the Spirit of Jehovah
came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he
would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his
hand’’ (ver. 6). Such is the way that we have to
act when meeting Satan. We should not spare
him in the least, for if we do he will return to the
charge. We must, in our struggle, rend him as
we would rend a kid. He can do nothing to us so
long as we resist him fearlessly (see James iv. 7 ; 1
Pet. v. 9) ; for, weaponless (if we may so speak),
Jesus has already overcome him for us at the cross.

Later on, Samson, passing by the same road,
turned aside to see the carcase of the lion, and
found in it ‘*“a swarm of bees and honey ;” he ate
some of it as he went along, and gave some to his
parents. As the fruit of Christ's victory on the
cross, all heavenly blessings have been placed in
our hands, and these blessings are taken from the
spoil of the defeated enemy. And if we, obtaining
a victory over him (henceforth rendered easy),
treat him as a vanquished foe, our souls will be
filled with strength and sweetness.: We shall
be able to impart of what we have got to others ;
but, like Samsou who ate as he went along,
our own souls will have first been fed. Let us
never treat Satan as a friend ; if we do, we shall
come away from such a meeting beaten and en-
feebled, embittered and famished.

The victory of Samson over the lion of Timnath




