
hardly conic within the scope of this paper in d.i ;j| 
The following

struct ion, the severity of climatic condition', summer 
and winter, and the restless, shifting character of the 
population are three sufficient reasons win we can 
not have the Kuropean average rate of hunting or pre 
niium, altogether apart from incendiarism or

m pnrt. Nevertheless, the present rate of burning can lie great
i <i i Kach State should support an efficient lire cur ly reduced, 

vital service with police powers. 1 lie *ol)vr reflection of vou gentlemen invited t«►
i h I All agents, brokers and public adjusters should *'11' **njustifiable way in w hich the public is prepared t.■

be licensed annually upon proper ipialitieatiou. Th 'addle all catastrophic- connected with lire upon the
ha- now been provided for In law in New York S; c. insurance companies. I he two outstanding horror-

tr) A record of all tire- should be kept by ttir • ■ «» rece”« """" lllv v,h Building lire, in New \ irk
marshal. Property owner- as well as the tenant - e ! whereby 147 bye- were lost, and the Itinghamton
are directly involved should give a signed statement kh.thing Conip.tm lire at lunghamtou, X. N , where
a» to the circumstances of each lire, and this -It mid *'•' dnrty - live live- were lo-t, are cited. In both of
be placed on tile with the lire marshal's office The : "istances it i- clear that lire- were not inten
New York Hoard of Fire I nderwriler- is n a ... ,,onallv l'«"'ed ; that there wa- no object in the pr.

curement of insurance money, as the properties 
underinsured, and that the schedules under which the 
premises were rated indicated the character of defects 
for which charges were made increasing the rate-. 
These tires are typical eases thoughtlcs-h charged In 
the public to insurance companies but for which thee 

nowise responsible. It certainly doe- not help 
the case to divert from true causes to false inferences 
based upon prejudice.

So far what has been said lias largelv been on the 
negative side. We now conic to what i- podtiic and 
revive the uttestion whether the ctïcct of lire insurance, 
broadly speaking, is beneficial or harmful in it- in 

I fmcnee upon the destruction or conservation of life 
j anil property? Considerations will now be advanced 
I tending to prove that, as a whole, the influence of tire 

insurance has been greatly to better c militions and to 
r : safeguard the interests of the eoninumitv at large 
,t 1 against the danger of lire, it being in fact 

great factor which does so w ork.
I.caving what is purely historical and

si wit si mss

are, however, advanced not as original, some of them 
having been previously made and even put into eftc.-t care.

paring something of thi- nature for its own record, 
within the territory covered by it a- to b>--wit '•in 
the cognizance of the companies. The origin and 
circumstances attending every lire should be the sub 
ject of investigation, a - only in this way can the pubic 
mind become thoroughly ingrained with the idea that 
occurrence of a lire is a very serious matter and ne 
tor which tlw c interested must be prepared to . c 
an account.

w ere

are 111

1 if I In the case of small policies on household furtu 
tmv. other insurance ought not to be permitted he the 
e iiipanv issuing the lirst police there ti 
words lines 11. u and 1 ,t of the standard polie- re td 
mg a- follows should not be waived:

"Ibis entire policy, unless otherwise provided 1 
agreement endorsed hereon or added thereto shall ' 
void if the insured now has or shall hereafter mal 
or procure any other, contract of insurance, e.het'e 
valid or not. on the property covered in v.h .le t 
part by this policy."

Chapter It HI of the penal code should be amend 
c l ... as to include insurance a- well as credit under the 
penalties for false statement a- to the value of pr. 
perty for the puriiosc of securing

111 . thrr

tl

coining to
methods of the present day. it i- fair to claim for the 
business oi lire insurance that its practice 'trough 
tend- to the protection of life and property and that 
it' influence in this respect is overwhelmingly greater 
than ativ contrary effect for ill in the stimulus of in 
cendiarism. This claim is susceptible of proof, which 
proof i- briefly attempted herewith.

I luring the pa-t ten year-, or t,. be peeilie. :nee the 
i.allimorc conflagration, the tire insurance companies 
have pursued a systematic campaign for the strength­
ening and betterment of the lire departments in all tin 
principal cities of the I nited State-. To tins end they 
have organized bodies of experts including lire depart­
ment. hydraulic and structural engineer 
ing investigations have been made all over the country 
which have resulted in increases of the uniformed 
force and the number and power of engine-, of hook 
and ladder trucks and in the iptalitv and ipiantitv of 
tire hose.

ici

insurance.
if 1 I lie authorities should make it clear that 

operation w ill 1. • given to the insurance companies ;:i 
their efforts to defeat criminal and fraudulent claim 
and in the ca-e of suspicious |i 
could have the right to prohibit the pa voient ■ .1 am 
I iss to tlie claimants until they lift the prohibition 

s' < ne highly important remedial measure which 
* 'ill v be brought about, il ever. In a long cdnc : 

tion of public opinion,

tin author 1 ■ -

can
would be to put proper!v 

ow ner, and tenants under penalty lor the effect of lo­
calise! by careles-nes- or criminalité, which rc-p. n 
sibihtv might preferably take the form of fine and 
oi imprisonment

I'ain-lak

.tiler forms of liability would 
assumed by insurance companies for a premium. - 

1 ! at die parties involved coukl escape the effects,
'III \ proper building code should lie adopted and 

enforced in every State and municipality
I he carry ing . ut of the foregoing recommendat’ ii- 

Would cure, in large measure, the evil- of incendiai 
l'in caused by lire insurance, but Would go far deep, r 
by preventing the much heavier ! ... which ha* 
h'li. n whatever to insurance.
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Titk..lain the ini 1.1 i .xi 1: of Tin; run; ixsi n.yxi 1
COU PAN I US.

exerci-ed thlough the Xaiional Hoard of I'"ire l .1, '.
s. great work has been done in I.ringing pi o r 

pressure to h. ir in the proper .|itarlers upon the n. 
ply of water for lire purposes, tin- effect of which 
be -veil all over the country in the higher tandard 

... demanded anil in the high pressure water vstvin- i.n.
we should Hot be deluded with the idea that we an vitld. The motive of the insurance e iiipain. ha- 
cniie to anything approximating the same low rate lieen to guard against the ri-k of -weeping . ml.,g 
"I premium or low rate of burning enjoyed m the lion, but the fact remains of the benefit which I1.1 !... 1 
other suie of the water. It is an impossibility and m.av brought to past for the peace and seem in 1 tin- 
a- well lie dismissed from our minds far a- this public in general m a higher scale of afitv. 
generation is concerned. The ma-s of timlier con- ( 7',. he tint tinned. 1
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