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MONTREAL, SEPTEMBER 20, 1913

hardly come within the scope of this paper i dera!
The following

SUGGESTIONS
are, however, advanced not as original, some of thon
having been previously made and even put mto etie
m part: .

(a) Fach State should support an efficient fire nin
<hal service with police powers,

(hy All agents, brokers and public adjusters <ot
he Nhieensed annually upon proper qualibication. 11
has now been provided for by law in New York St

ter A record of all fires should be kept by the tir,
marshal.  Property owners as well as the tenants !
are directly involved should give a signed statemen
as to the circumstances of cach fire, and this <honld

he plmml on file with the fire marshal’'s oftice. [
New York Board of Fire Underwriters is now
paring something of this nature for its own recor!
within the territory covered by it as to losses wit
the  cognmizance of the companies,  The orizin
circnmstances attending every fire should he the <uh
ject of investigation, as only m this way can the palil
mind become thoroughly ingrained with the dea that
ocenrrence of a fire is a very serious matter and e
for which those interested must be prepared 1o give
an account,

(d) Inthe case of small policies on household o
ture, other insurance ought not to be permitted by the
company assuing the first poliey thereon,  Inootler
words dines 11, 12 and 13 of the standard policy real
ing as follows should not he waived :

“This entire policy, unless otherwise provide!d 1y
agreement endorsed hereon or added thereto shall e
voul if the insured now has or shall hereafter mo
or procure any other. contract of insurance, whet!
vilid or not, on Hn property covered in whole or
part by this poliey.

() Chapter 340 of the penal code should he amend
el soas o inelude insurance as well as eredit under the
penalties for false statement as to the value o P
perty 1'~-r the |»1|r|m ¢ of securing iasurance,

The authorities should make it clear that
ration will be given to the insurance companies in
cfforts to defeat eriminal and frandulent ¢l
and in the case of susprenn losse the authorities
hould have the right to prohibit the pavment of
s to the claimants unti! they lift m. u.xln’hti.u

(£ One highly important remedial measure whic!
can only he bro -n-hl about, if ever, by a long edu
tion of public opinion, would he to put propert
-~..m.~ and tenants under penalty for the effect of 10+
cansed by earclessness or crimmality, which respon
sihil -1‘ muln preferably take the form of fine and
of imprisenment, as other forms of liability would
be assumed by insurance companies for a premim
that the parties involved could escape the efiects
thy A proper IDIHHHIQ code should he adopted o
enforced in every State and munmplhl\

The carrving ont of the foregoing recommendation
would cure, in large measure, the evils of incendias
s caused Iv_\' fire insurance, but would o far deeper
by preventing the mueh heavier Ioss which has no 1
lation whatever to insurance.
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PUT WHEN ALL 1S SAID AND DONT

we should not be deluded with the idea thn we can
come to anvthing approximating the same low rate
of premium  or low rate of burning enjoved on the
other side of the water. It i« an impossibility and may
as well be dismissed from our minds so far as this
generation is concerned.  The mass of timher con
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struction, the severity of chmatic conditions, summer
and winter, and the restless, shifting character of the
population are three sufficient reasons why we can
not have the European average rate of hurning or pre
mium, altogether apart from incendiarism or  care
Nevertheless, the present rate of hurning can e great
Iy reduced.

" The sober reflection of von gentlemen is invited 1o
the unjustifiable way in which the public is preparad 1o
saddle all \.|l|\tru|vlm~ connected with fire upon the
msurance companies.  The two outstanding horrors
of recent times—the Asch Building fire, in New York
City, whereby 147 lives were lost, and the Binghaniton
Clothing Company fire at Binghamton, N, Y., wlhere
In hoth of
these instances it is clear that fires were not inten
tionally caused ; that l‘ln was no object in the pro
curement of msurance money, as the properties were
underinsured, and |hn the sehedules under which the
premises were rated indicated the character of defects
for which charges were made inereasing the
These fires are typical cases thonghtlessly charged In
the |mhln to insurance companics but for which they
are in nowise n'\pnnvll\- It certainly does not help
the case to divert from true causes to false inferences
based upon prejudice.

So far what has been said has largely been on the
negative side.  We now come to what is positive and
revive the question whether the effect of fire insurance,
broadly speaking, is beneticial or harmful in e in
fiuence upon the destrnetion or conservation of life
and property ? - Considerations will now he advanced
tending to prove that, as a whole, the influence of fire
insurance has been greatly to hetter conditions and 1o
safeguard the interests of the commumity at lirg
ainst the danger of fire, it being in fact the o
great tactor which does <o worlk,

Leaving what is purely  historical and coming 1o
methods of the present day, it is fair to claim for the
business of fire insurance that its practice <trongly
tends to the ]lrnlullull of hie and property and that
its influence in this respect i< overwhelmingly oreater
than any contrary eficct for il in the stimulus of in
cendiarism. This elaim i~ suseeptible of proof, which
prooi is briefly attempted Lerewith

During the past ten vears, or to he specitic, <ince the
Baltimore conflagration, the tire in-nrance co mpanic
have pursued a systematic campaign for the strength
ening and betterment of the fire departments in all the
principal cities of the United States. 1o this end they

rates

have organized bodies of experts including fire depart
ment, hvdraulic and structural enginecr Mainstak
ing investigations have heen made all over the conntry
which have resulted inincreases of the uniforme!]
force and the number and power of engines, of haok
and ladder trucks and in the quality and quantine o

fire hose,

THROUGH THE INFLUENCE OF THE FIRE INSURAN
COMPANIES,

exercised throagh the Navonal Board of Fire Un!
writers, great work has been done in Lringing pron
pressure to hoar i the proper quarters upon the <o
ply of water for fire purposes, the eficet of which cun
be seen all over the country in the lncher tand
demanded and in the high pressure water <vstoms pro
vidd,  The motive of the insurance companic- has
heen to gnml against the risk of ~\\u|vm' contlagr,
tion, but the fact remains of the benefit which ha- heen
bronght to pass for the peace and securite of
public in general in a higher <

ale of safety.

(To be continued.)
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