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From Western Fields.

INCREASE OF SIX PER CENT. IN WESTERN
GRAIN AREA.

Estimates of Provineial Governments give Aggregate
of 12,161,348 Acres of Grain this Year—The
Upbuilding of New Towns Along the G. T. P.

—~Fruit, Fish and Ore in British Columbia.

Official acreage cstimates for the three grain
provinces are now available. The aggregate arca
under wheat s estimated at 6,850,008 acres, made
up of 2,042,111 0 Manitoba, 3,012,407 10 Sas-
katchewan, and 305,000 11 Alberta. The area
under oats 1s given at 4,050,000 acres, rmnprlsing
1,373,083 1n Manitoba, 2,102,410 1n Saskatchewan
and 400,000 1 Alberta. The area under barley
1s said to be 030,471 acres, comprising 601,008 In
Manitoba, 235,403 n Saskatchewan, and 100,000
m Alberta

In 1008 the total area under wheat in the three
Provinces was 6,871,730 acres, SO that there 1s
ipparently a net decrease this season of 12,12
acres. The areas sown to oats and barley, respec-
tively, show heavy mmcreases, partly due to re-sow-
g of winter killed wheat fields in Alberta. The
aggregate area sown 1o all grains was 12,161,348
acres this year, as compared with 11,402,548 n
1008, an Inerease ¢ { 668,800, or about six per cent
Ihere is a decrease of 163,120 acres the aggre-
gate area Manitoba, an rease of (qﬁ'&?u m
Saskatchewan, and an increase of 68,703 in Alberta.

The Coming Bread Basket of the Empire.
Generally speaking, the Woest itself expects over
100,000,000 \m\h(‘]» ol wheat this vear-—so favour-
able on the whole have been growing conditions,
despite the spring’s late  start Some hail-storms \

are reported from Manitoba, and individuals have
probably uffered severely —but the general out-
look 1s not affec ted.

Ihe railways are prepanng for quick movement
of a g crop, and .!||prn\|'n.mly 35,000 box cars
will be available for the movement of the crop, \
with about 750 locomotives

With some reason Western Canada is confident
that a few year's hence 1t will fully establish its
title as “The Empire’s Bread Basket” The new
territory to be opened up by the G. T. P. and its |
branches—not to speak of other railway extensions |

will ere long be largely devoted to grain rais-
mg.  Thus far, to be sure, Canada supplies the
Umted Kingdom with only some 30 per cent. of its
wheat -~ as 1s evident from the following summary
gven by The Tiumes, of London

Wheat Produced and Tmported by U. K. (millions
of bush)
1907-8, 19067 1905.6. 1900-1

Home Prodnction oo coesees M9 5.5 60.6 53.9
From Cannda, . coaeioesnssnees 2.5 .2 20,0 L )
From Indinncoossienrconnnanes 195 A M8 2.5
From Australasit coue vovess o 133 154 10,56
Tl cosas crnnvnns vees 110.2 1240 123.8 5.3
From other Conntries. .. 145.2 1446 1516 175.6
Total Sapply coeveens ve. 2604 268.6 2754 89

But at the beginning ol the century it supplied

less than 10 per cent. SO advance has not been
mconsiderable And already, as the followmng

AuGUST 6, 1900

exhibit shows, Canada’s wheat  production s
almost quarter that of the Empire as a whole:

Empire's Wheat Crops—(millions of bushels).

| 1908 1007 1906 1901

EEUIR, (SSSPSSRER s T TR
United Kingdom. | 540 56.6 60.6 540
Canada. covanavens 124 91.3 136.0 55.2
Indig..oo. o 200.8 3012 3164 263.4
Avnstralin. eeecvene 708 LT 5.3 54.9
Other  British

Possessions. .ove 36.0 33.6 336 232
Total, Empire.... 483.0 55613 6209 450 7
World's Totil.cees | 3,107 6 3,1186 3,387.8 2,868.8

Growth of New Towns.

A sample of what a Western town can do in the
way of a good start 1s furnished by Carmangay,
of ~which the Lethbridge Herald ~says:—"This
town started less than sixty days ago, and therc
are now about fifty buildings, three general stores,
two hardwares, a §2,000 building for the Canadian
Bank of Commerce, five restaurants, a blacksmith
shop, a harness shop, and residences and other
buildings.”

The Grand Trunk Pacific Townsite Company 15
making every effort to ensure growth of well-built
towns along the new line parks are bemng land
out and all along the line the situation and plans
of the townsites will be arranged with a view 1o
their advantageous development. In regard to
grain clevators, the president said the Grand Trunk
Pacific had decided not to enter into this business
itself along the line of the road, but will encourage
varions individual companies to build elevators,

| charging them a nominal rent, and by this means

competition between grain buyers s ensured and
the farmers will never be at the mercy of any one
clevator or elevator company. '

Mr. Wm., Whyte not to Retire Yet.

I'he West has cause for rejoicing in that it 1s
announced that Mr. Wm. Whyte, second vice-pre-
sident of the CP.R, will not retire from active
cervice when he reaches the scheduled age-limit of
65 in October. “Having regard to Mr. Whyte's
ability and his unimpaired energies, the directors
have decided to extend his term of office for two
years more.”

Mr. Whyte's retirement just now would be gen-
erally regretted, his understanding of the require-
ments and possibilities of the West being greater
perhaps than that of any other transportation
official

It 1s announced from Nelson that Mr. F. W
Peters, assistant to the cecond vice-president of
the C. P. R., has stated that the railway company
will immediately commence and continue to ad-
vertize the resources of Kootenay District, 1ts
attractions for tourists, and its opportunities for
investment, as has been done for main line points
In this “connection the Canadian Pacific is likely
to construct and maintain at some point between
Nelson and Proctor on the west arm of Kootenay
|.ake, or Balfour on the main line, a tourist hotel
of the class and character of those established on
the main line; the house to be ready for occupation

next year




