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Among the great bishoprics of the
fourth century there were three that by
their splendor and antiquity

under a remarkable presbyter named
Lucian. From Luclan he seems to have
imbibed his views about the person of
Christ. At Alexandria, where he was In
charge of a church, he began quite late in
lite to teach his views. He denied that
the Son was co-eternal with the Father,
though afirming that he was begotten
before time and that by him the Father
created all things. He thought this
would prevent the idea that there were
two Gods.

Arius was a man of fine intellect. He
was ent ic in his preachi and

all the others. These were Rome, Antioch
and Alexandria. Of these Alexandria
was in many respects the most important.
At this period the Alexandrian Bishop
was the only Bishop in the world who
bore the name of Pope. An ancient writer
says of him: “The head of the Alexan-
drian Church is the head of the world.”

The Egyptian capital was not only the
most powerful city in the East at this
time, but it was the greatest centre of
religious and educational activity as well.
One evidence of the greatness of the
Christian Church there is seen in the
number of great men it gave to the world.
In the third century it gave Origen, and
in the next century it produced a still
more remarkable man—At

had won a strong following by the ear-
nestness of his efforts and by the purity
of his life. But Alexander, the bishop,
regarded him ns a heretlc and excommu-
nicated him from the church. He re-
fused to give way, and sought help among
the Bishops of other churches. He took
a unique way also of winning a following
among the people. He explained his doc-
trine in verses set to music, and soon
people everywhere were singing the
words of Arius. We know the power of
singing and the influence of hymns, and
we can readily understand how wide-
spread the views of Arius would soon be
by this clever method.

The controverny soon reached Rome.

Athanasius was born in Alexandria,
about 296 A.D. We have no sure knowl-
edge of his race or his lineage, but we
know that his parents were Christians.
He received his education in the common
schools of the city, studying among other
things the Greek philosophers and poets.
At a very early age he attracted the
attention of Alexander, Bishop of Alex-
andria, who took him under his patron-
age, ordained him deacon, and later made
him archdeacon—a position of import-
ance in those days, as the archdeacon
became the bishop’s private secretary
and frequently succeeded him in his
episcopal office. It was in the capacity of
bishop’s assistant that Athanasius first
came into public notice.

Those were days of great 1ntellectunl
activity. Everybody was a

e had become
Chrlstlln and the Christian religion had
been made the religion of his empire.
The supreme idea of the Roman Empire
was the idea of unity. Constantine
feared that this controversy would dis-
turb the unity of the church. In the
church of the West the minds of men
were turned more to government, more
to the practical ends of life. They were
less given to speculation.

The Emperor, not understanding the
gravity of the question, tried to mediate
between Arius and Alexander, but failing
in this he called a great Council of the
Church in the year 325 at Nicma. Nicea
lies across the Bosphorus from Constan-
tinople, and about forty-four miles dis-
tant. Here assembled in the spring of
lhe year 325, represenuuves from all the

sallors, millers, travellers, shop-keepers,
barbers, all discussed theology. Every
street corner, every shop was a scene of
animated and often heated discussions.
Quite naturally men differed in their
views on many questions. The Greek
free spirit of enquiry seems to have taken
possession of all the Eastern world.

Now, at Alexandria, at this period, a
controversy was raging over the ques-
tion of the relation of Jesus Christ to God
the Father. Was the second person of
the Trinity co-eternal with First? Was
he created or uncreated? In what sense
was he the Son of God? Did his Sonship
give him equality with the Father, or
was he on a lower plane? Was he more
than man and less than God, or was he
very God. These were the questions men
were asking. And they were intensely
interested in them.

We can have little idea to-day how
strongly they held their various views on
these questions and how strenuously they
opposed each other. To-day men still
differ in their opinions on these same
questions, but the creeds of the various
Christian Churches put Jesus Christ in
a position of equality with the Father.

At that time one man led the thought
of the Christian world in another direc-
tion. That man was Arius.

Arius was a Lyblan by birth, but he
had received his education at Antioch

Dean Stanley
has given us, ln his History of the FEast-
ern Church, a vivid account of this great
Council, It was the first and greatest of
the seven great Councils. It is said that
318 bishops, with their attendant deacons
and presbyters, were present. The Em-
peror presided. Arius and his fellowers
presented thelr views. Alexander and
his followers met and refuted these. But
Alexander the Bishop was not the
strongest opponent of Arius. His deacon
Athanasius was the real defender of
orthodoxy.

It must have been a stormy conference,
for hot words and even violent deeds
marred the proceedings. Men seemed to
forget that they were followers of the
meek and lowly Christ, over whose per-
son they were disputing.

Arfus was at this time sixty years of
age. He was a tall, thin, eager, excitable
man. There was something strange
about his appearance. Yet he had great
gentleness of voice In his calmer moods,
and he was a good debater.

Athanasius was twenty-seven years of
age. He was a man of very small stature
(Julian taunted him with being a dwarf),
but he had a face of almost angelic
beauty. He had remarkable mental
powers, and the energy and ability with
whlch ha detendld the orthodox cluu

all who hurd hlm Arhls. defeated by
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the cogent reasoning of Athanasius,
withdrew from the Council. His book
was burned. He was banished.

The Councll formulated what is known
as the Nicene Creed, in which the views
of Arius were distinctly denied. This
Creed is the only Creed that is common
to Greek, Romanist and Protestant
Churches alike. The Apostles’ Creed
was in use in various forms before this,
but just when it was formulated no one
knows. Later, in the fifth century, there
appeared what is known as the Athan-
aslan Creed, which is believed to be a
later development of the teaching of the
great Alexandrian deacon.

The work of Athanasius did not end
with the Council of Nicma. In 328 he
was elected bishop as successor to Alex-
ander; but he was not allowed to rule in
peace. The controversy was not closed
by the Council of 825, For fifty-six years
it raged. The Emperor Constantine died
an Arian. His successors sided now
with one party, now with the other.
Bishops were deposed and restored ac-
cordingly. Arius dled in 827, but his
followers continued the strife. It was
more than a war over words. Athan-
asius felt this, and for forty-six years
he continued the defence of his views.
During that period he did not know the
comfort of & peaceable day. He was de-
posed again and again. He was called
before Council after Council. He was
accused of all sorts of crimes, from witch-
craft to murder. But in the end the
cause for which he gave his life tri-
umphed, Arlanism died out, and the
Church became again orthodox on this
point.

Athanasius has been called “The
Father of Orthodoxy.” He was the chief
theologian of his age. A writer of the
sixth century sald of him, “Whenever
you meet a saying of Athanasius and
have not paper hand, write it down
on your clothes.”

Gibbon, the historian, regarded Athan-
asius as the most remarkable man the
early church produced. He says of him
that he displayed a superiority of ability
and character that would have fitted him
far better than the degenerate sons of
Constantine to rule the Roman Empire.

Honesty
Micah 6: 10-16.
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“Full measures, just weights, true sam-
ples, full service, strict fulfilment of en-
ents are some of the manifesta-
tions of honesty.”- Tne prophet Micah
was arralgning the spirit of dishonesty
rampant in his day. The “stores of wick-
edness,” the “lean ephah,” the “balances
of wrong"” and the “bags of false weights”
were the examples of soclal dishonesty to
be found in the days of the prophet. To-
day the desire to become rich quickly, the
heartless competition, and the rivalry
between capital and labor have developed
a spirit of dishonesty similar to that of
the prophet's day.

UNFAIR COMPETITION.

To supply the public with necessary
goods is an honorable business. When
we spend most of our energy crowding
out the other man, we are dangerously
near questionable ground. Keen compe-
tition leads to adulteration, false meas-
ures and false weights. The Secretary of
Agriculture for the United States esti-
mated that thirty per cent. of food pro-
ducts are adulterated goods. “Competi-
tion defrauds the customer who buys the
goods, drains and brutalizes the workman
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