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IS THE YOUNG MAN SAFE™

BY REV. R. N. GRANT, D.D.

It the young man safe who breaks the
Sabbath? These three sins usually fol-
low each other in rapid successioni: The
young man first disobeys his parents;
then he is led into bad company, for
generally the first acts of disobedience
are in regard to company, and bad com-
pany is certain to lead to Sabbath-break
ing. Sabbath profanation i certain to
have a fatal effect on the character of
any young man. Tt has a double ef-
fect; it cuts both ways. Tt takes a
young man away from good influences,
and plunges him into the worst associa
tions. The young man who habitually
breaks the Sabbath must turn his back
upon the sanctuary and the influences
of home. At the same time he is cer
tain to form the worst companionships,
for the company he meets are Sabbath
breakers too. Young man, it may seem
a small matter to you whether you go
to church on Sabbath morning, or drive
to some neighboring town or village.
Tt is no small matter. You won't drive
very far most likely until yon have got
into very doubtful company, and prob-
ably you will not be in that eompany
long until the swearing and the drink-
ing begins. Thus it is that Sabbath pro-
fanation leads to a train of deadly sins.
Jehovah says: ‘‘Remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy,” and no one who
habituslly violates that ecommand is
safe. Tell me how a young man treats
hiz mother, what company he keeps.
and how he spends the Sabbath, and
nine times out of ten T can tell youn
what kind of a man he will be ten
years hence.
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Ts the voung man safa who tipplest
No, a million times mno. Safe! He is in
the most terrible danger. Danger of
what? Tn danger of losing everything
that makes life worth living. Tn danger
of shame and sorrow, rags and remorse,
delirium and death. Tn danger at the
very least of contracting a habit that
debases, decrades and brutalizes the
whole nature. No small part of the
danger arises from the fact that the
habit {s formed inseneibly. The fetters
are put on unconseionsly, and the young
man never knows he is bound until it
s too late to be free. Gough gives
some terrible illustrations of the power
of this habit. One fallen man whom he
urged to stop drinking said: “Tt's no
use, Mr. Gough, t's no use, no nse; i
there was a glass of brandy there,”
pointing to the table, “T wonld hava to
drink the brandy if T were 40 ba thrown
into hell tha next moment.” That man
once oocupied a high place in society.
but he had thus entirely lost his will
Powe?, and yet young men with very
little will power tell ns everv day they
ean drink or not as they please. Tha
same distingnished man gives another,
and T think a still more terrible illns
tration of the danger of forming this
habit. A young wie and mother lay
in an ill-furnished and comfortless room,
dying. Years bafore she had stond at
the marriage altar, beside the man of
her choice, as fair and hopeful a hride
as ever took the vow. Her young huas.
band loved her, at least =0 he said.
and he solemnly vowed o love her to
the end: but he loved liquor more than
he loved his young and beautifal wife.
Tt soon began to dawn upon her mind

*Ooncluding portion of a sermon preach-
ed in the Preshyterian church, Oril-

that she was in that most horrible of all
positions—a position a thousand times
worse than widowhood and the grave,—
A position than which there are only
two worse possible,—hell, and that of

a drunkard’s husband -I mean the
heart-rending, degrading position of a
drunkard’s wife, She used every means
to reform him, but, like too many others,

found her efforts useless. His cruelty
and debauchery goon brought her to the
grave. A little before she died she
asked him to come to her bedside, and
pleaded with him once more for the sake
of their children, soon to be motherless,
to drink no more. With her thin, long
fingers she held his hand, and as she
pleaded with him he promised in this
terrible solemn way—‘“Mary, T will drink
no more till T take it ont of this hand
which T hold in mine.” That very
night he poured out a tumbler of bran-
dy, stole into the room where she lay
cold in her coffin, put the tumbler in
to her withered hand, and then took it
out and drank it to the bottom. And
vet young men can tell me they can
stop drinking when they please! Young
man, if it is easy for yon to stop, stop
on account of others; if diffioult, in God’s
name T say. stop on your own account.
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Ts the young man safe who idles
nway his time? Certainly not. You
know who it iz that *“finds some mis
chief still for idle hands to do.” The
fact s neither youngz nor old idlers are
wver ghsolutely idle. The oyster fastens
itself on the rock and opens its month
and takes in snstenance. Tf the young
mer. would only fasten themselves on
their relations and open their months
three times a day for their daily allow
ance idleness would not be so bad. But
the trouble is that most men who won't
work for themselves or anyhody else
work for the devil. Does any young
man says: “The world owes me a liv
ine, and T must have it, work or no
work?" The world owes yon a living?
Tndeed! What have yon done to pnut
the world in your debt? This world
i« a fairly large place, and a man
must do a pretty large thing to pnt it
into his debt. What big thing have
vou done? T have heard people say the
world owed them a living. when the
only thing they ever did was to enn-
snme good food, and -wear omt good
clothes for a quarter of a century, The
world owes no man a Hving that won't
work for it. or woman either.
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Ts the voung man safe who indulges
in extravagant habits? No, certainly not.
This is one of the orying sins of our
age and country, and T wish T had
mora time to disenss and denounce it.
How often do extravagant habits lead to
debt, debt to dishonesty, and dishon-
osty to crime. Dr. John Hall saye he
finds it a profitable exercise tn stand
before one of those magnificent shop
windows in New York, and thank the
Tord for the large number of things
there he oan do withont. This might
be a good exercise a lttle nearer home.
Young man, if you cannot afford to pay
for a new coat, wear your old one. Wear
it until the elbows are ont. Wear it
until it = so patched that it would take
an expert to tell the original cloth,
rather than have these drygoods mer-
chants wateh you through the store win-
dow as you go down street, and wonder
when yon are going to settle your bill.
Begin on the lower rungs of the lad-
der and olimb up. Climbing is glorions,
exhil ing work, but ber, com-
ing down is hard on human nature..

Extravigant people nearly always have
to come down.

Ts the young man safe who throws off
religious restraint? Not by any means.
1 address many young people now who
were brought up .in religious homes.
You remember the old homestead in
which childhood's days were spent; you
can picture the old home in your mind
at any moment; the trees that grew
near, planted by one who is now no
more; the vines that climbed the wall;
the flowers that bloomed by the win
dow: the babbling brook by whose
banks you played; the room in which
the family met; the old family Bible with™
the marks on the margin opposite the
striking passages and rich promises;
the father who read daily from that
book: the image of her who used to
clasp your hand in hers and teach you
to say “the Lord is my Shepherd” and
“Our Father in Heaven.” You remem-
her it well. You remember ton the
morning you left that home. Who
packed your trunk and gave yon a
Bible which yon promised to read? Who
followed yon to the door with a heart
«o full that she conld not say good-hye
as she gave yon a parting kiss? Who
watched you from the window as yon
went away, and when she could see yon
no longzer, went to her chamber tn com
mend her bhoy to the care of her coven-
ant God? My young friend, you know
well who did all this, Have you kept
the promisas yon made that morning?t
You promised to read your Bible-—have
vou done so? Yon promised to attend
church regularly—have yon done sof
Yon promised to begin and and each
day with prayver—have you done sof
Yon promised to keep the Sabbath and
avoid bad eompany—have yon done sof
T have heen gnarding yon against smech
sins as disobedience to parents, bad
company. Sabbath breaking. tippling,
idleness and extravagance: but T Jnust
tell yon in elosing that no young man
is safe in the highest sense of the word
nntil he has a personal interest in
Christ. Two children were playing in
a cutting in one of the American lines
of raflway; the express train came thun-
dering along: they ran to the side for
anfety: as they ston. close against the
faca of the cntting, the elder, a little
airl, was heard ealling to her hrother
a< the train thundered past, “Cling to
the rock. brother, eoling to the rock.”
S0 say T to you, my yonng friend.—
eling to the Rock of Ages, my hrother:
cling to the Rock; oling to the Rock
and yon are safe,

THE LIVING AGE for February 15,
with its accnstomed readiness to pre-
sent hoth sides of any current ques-
tion, whether in the field of politics or
that of religion, prints two articles on
Moderniem and the Papal Encyclical,
one written from the point of view of a
Catholic “modernist,”—no less a pereon
than the Rev. George Tyrrell—and the
other from the loya! Catholic point of
view, Both articles are reprinted from
The Hibhert Tournal,

Tt 4= not ours to worry and do evil, but
to trnst and do good. We neither trust
without doing nor do without trfisting.

Ood’s plans for ms in the new year
are greater than our ambitions for our-
selves. Tt will be the best vear if we
et it be his year.

To keep a calm exterior when the
heart is swept by storm is the supreme
ovhibition of mastery over self.
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